Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



' 7 • 1 - J 




^lianins ft'ntttnuii. 



\ 


/ 


vC 


y / I CJUtl.'' /t t*^-i^neti^ 




^/Jc~^-^f?i^'i\-^ 



Harvard College 
Library 



By Exchange 



; .-^ 




€|nm«5 llUfnmnn. 



\ 


/ 




S' // C7/LtL*' /j tt^44^fLa^t^ 




^/c) e-if-^f7t^v''-;z, 


/ 


\ 



Harvard College 
Library 




By Exchange 



■J 

1 






iJy 



y-'^' 
,/;i /;^.'-'^^'*- 



• / 






( 

i 



-.NlAi 



f. 



f 



.1 

r 



). 



/ 



r jmi-\ '■ ^vi . - ..■ ' 




^s-- t 




y 



y^ 






Ijt: 






jiMixr./tr.xi 




« 



\ 




aig^T"- 






. s 



' • .' ' ' 



;> 



Q 



.^Jvjy^LS 



OF THE 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION; 

OR A 

BJBOORD OF THB CAUSES AKH JJVIUNVS 

WHICH PRODUCED, AND TERMINATED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT 

AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE 

AUt^ms^ AST mms»wiBM^« 

INTERSPERSED WITH NUMEROUS APPROPRIATE 

BOCUMzmrs iLin> axtbodotss. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED 
A SUMMARY ACCOUNT OF THE 

FIRST SETTLEMENT OF THE COUNTRY^ 

AND SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL 

WmAJX WARS, 

WHICH HAVE AT SUCCESSIVE PERIODS AFFLICTED ITS INHABITANTS. 

To which is added, 

REMARKS 

ON THE PRINCIPLES AND COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF THE 

ooarsTZTUTzoar or ovr ir atzov azi cKnraBNaflmxrF : 

AND AN 

CONTAINING A 

BIOGRAPHY 

OF THE 

PRINCIPAL MILITARY OFFICERS, 

WHO WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN ACHIEVING OUR INDEPENDENCE. 



Compiled from a mass of authentic Documents, and arranged 
in chronological and historical order, 

BY JEDIDIAH MORSE, D. D. 

Author of the American Universal Gazetteer. 



' HARTFORD 



1824. 



I JAN 22 1889 



O 9 



DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT, ss. 

Be it kebikmberbd, That on the 8tb day of November, in the forty-sinth 
i», S. year of the indepeadence of the United States of America, Olivek D. Cooke 
& 3oKi8, of the said district, have deposited in this office the title of a Book 
the riffht whereof they claim as proprietors, in the words following, to wit : 

" Annals of the American Revolution ; or a record of the causes and events which 
produced, and terminated in the establishment and independence of the American 
Ilepuhlic. Interspersed with numerous appropriate documents and anecdotes, to 
which is prefixed a summary accoimt of the first settlement of the country, and some 
oi tbe principal Indian Wars, which have at successive periods afflicted its inhabitants. 
To which is added, remarks on the principles and comparative advantages of the con> 
ititution of our national government : and an appendix ; containing a biography of 
the principal military officers, who were instrumental in achieving our independence. 
Compiled from a mass of authentic Documents, and arranged in chronological and his- 
torical order, by Jedidiah Morse, D. D. author of <he American Universal Gazetteer." 
In conformity to the net of the Congress of the United States, entitled, ^*An act for 
the encouragement of learnintr, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts and Books to 
the authors and proprietors of such copies, during i\\t times therein mentioned.*^ 

CHARLES A. INGERSOLL, 
Clerk of the District of Connectkut, 
A true copy of Record, ezamined| and sealed by me, 

CHARLES A. INQERSOLL, 
Clerk of the District of Connecticut, 






ADVERTISEMENT. 



This work, the reader will observe, is professedly a compilation. The 
plan of it, the number and length of its chapters, and the contents of each, 
were prescribed by the pupiisbers, to the compiler, who holds himself re- 
sponsible to the public, only for his care and diligence in collecting his mate- 
rials, and his judgment in arranging them. He has endeavoured to execute 
the laborious task assigned him with fidelity, and a strict regard to truth and 
facts, and in such a manner as to render it interesting and useful to all classes 
of his readers, especially to the generation now on the stage of action. A 
peculiar interest in the events here recorded has been excited by the visit of 
the Friend of Washington, of our country, of liberty, and of man, the Mar- 
quis La Fayette ; and they wiU now be recurred to with a desire and feelings 
never before experienced. The scenes in which this distinguished man acted, 
and the battles which he fought, in which he bled, will be adverted to and 
read with lively ardour and aflV^ctionate gratitude. The whole of our history, 
in such a state of feeling as now exists, will be read with deeper interest and 
happier and more lasting good effects than it ever was before. We cannot 
but notice, with much gratification, that the occurrence to which we have al- 
luded, has taken place just in time to render the information here given par- 
ticularly desirable Much of it that is appropriate, collected from scarce 
volumes of newspapers, the journals, public and private, of the Congress, 
and other sources inaccessible to the mass of readers, will be found collected 
in no other work. We shall deem ourselves happy if we can, in any way, 
contribute to increase the good effects of the visit of our respected and belov- 
ed friend, by rendering it subservient to the acquisition of a more extensive 
knowledge of the principles and military operations of our Revolution. 

The official documents, which make a great part of the piesent volume, 
will inspire confidence in its authenticity, and furnish full accounts, written at 
the time of their occurrence, and sanctioned by the public authorities, of most 
of the prominent events in our history, during the period of our revolution. 

The compiler of this work is pledged to complete the History of the United 
States, begun by the late venerablt^ Dr. Trumbull. He intends, should his 
life and health be prolonged, to ful61 his engagement, in three or four volumes, 
in the course of as many years, in these volumes the documents in this will 
be reduced to the usual form and style of regular history. 

The Biographical Appendix to this work has been principally prepared by 
other hands, who are responsible, of course, foi their own work. The com- 
piler had expected to have prepared this part of it, but has been prevented 
by unavoidable occurrences. 

New-Haven, Oct. 4, 1824; 
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CHAPTER I. 



General View of the Discovery and Settlement of North America ^ particularly 
of tlie British American Colonies, which now constitute the United States ; 
brought down to the present time. 

North America was discovered in the reign of Henry VII. a 
period when the arts and sciences had made very considerable pro- 
gress in Europe. Many of the first adventurers were men of genius 
and learning, and were careful to preserve authentic records of such 
of their proceedings as would be interesting to posterity. These 
xecords afford ample documents for American historians. Perhaps 
no people on the globe can trace the history of their origin and pro- 
gress with so much precision, as the British North American Colonies, 
particularly those who first planted New-England. These were a 
peculiar people, enlightened by the best education of those tiijies, 
and distingiushed for their vnsaom and piety. 

One of their eloquent descendants* thus characterizes them :— 

The fathers of New-England " came hither to a land, from which they were 
tever to return. Hither they had brought, and here they were to fix, their 
hopes, their attachments, and their objects. Some natural tears they shed, 
as they left the pleasant abodjes of their fathers, and some emotions they sup- 
pressed, when the white cliffs of their native country, now seen for the last 
time, grew dim to their i?ight. They were acting however upon a resolution 
not to be changed. With whatever stifled regrets, with whatever occasional 
hesitation, with whatever appalling apprehensions, which might sometimes 
arise with force to shake the firmest purpose, they had yet committed them- 
selves to heaven, and the elements ; and a thousand leagues of water were 
intetposed to separate them from the region which gave them birth. A 
new existence awaited them here ; and when they saw these shores, roueh, 
cold, barbarous, and barren as they were, they beheld their country. That 
mixed and strong feeling, which we call lov^ of country, and which is, in gen- 
eral, never extinguished in the heart of man, grasped and embraced its proper 
object here. Whatever constitutes country^ except the earth and the sun, all 
the moral causes of affection and attachment, which operate upon the heart, 
they had brought with them to their new abode. Here were now their famir 
lies ; their homes, and their property. Before tbey reached the shore, they 
had establishea the elements of a social system, and at a much earlier period 
had settled their forms of religious worship. At the moment of their landing", 
therefore, they possessed institutions of government, and institutions of reli- 
gion : and frienas and families, and social and religious institutions, established 



•Hon. Daitiel Webster — Discourae delivered at Plymouth, on the Anniversarj of 
Ihe '^ Landing of the Farefathrtf^'Jiec. 2?, 1«?0, just tsvo centuries after their J<r*| 
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a . DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT [1495 

by consent, found%l on choice and preference. How nearly do these fill up 
our whole idea of country ! The mornings that beamed on the first niffht of 
their repose, saw the Pilgrims already established in their country. There 
were political institutions, and civil liberty, and religious worship. Poetiy 
has fancied nothing, in the wanderings of heroes, so distinct and characteristic. 
Here was man, indeed, unprotected, and unprovided for, on the shore of a 
rude and fearful wilderness ; but it was politic, intelligent, and educated man. 
Every thing was civilized but the physical world. Institutious containing in 
substance all that ages had done for human government, were established in 
a forest. Cultivated mind was to act on uncultivated nature ; and, more than 
all, a government, and a country, were to commence, with the very first 
foundations laid under the divine light of the Christian religion. Happy aus- 
pices of a happy futurity ! Who would wish that his country's existence had 
otherwise begun ? — Who would desire the power of going back to the ages of 
fable ? — Who would wish for an origin obscured in the darkness of antiquity ? 
Who would wish for other emblaziming of his country's heraldry, or other 
ornaments of her genealogy, than to be able to say, that her first existence was 
with intelligence j her first breath the inspirations of liberty ; her first princi- 
ple the truth of divine religion ?" 

The Editors of the Quarterly Review give the following testimony 
to their character : — 

** There are few states whose origin is on the whole so respectable as the 
American— none whose history is sullied with so few crimes. The Puritans 
who had fled into Holland to avoid intolerance at home, carried with them 
English hearts. They could not bear to think that their little community 
ahould be absorbed and lost in a foreign nation : they had tbrsaken their h'wib 
place and their family graves ; but they loved their country, and their mother 
tongue, and rather than their children should become subjects of another 
state, and speak another lan^ua^e, they exposed themselves to all the hard- 
ships and dangers of colonizing in a savage land. JSTo people on earth may sq 
justly pride themselves on their ancestors as the JStew Englanders,'*'* 

• 

The inhabitants of New England, educated under its wise, civil, 
religious and literary institutions, whose sons, in great numbers in 
every generation, have spread themselves in every part of the United 
States, have had their full share of influence in forming and estab- 
lishing our national character and government. But we return to 
thegeneral desi^ of this chapter. ' 

Tne fame wmch Columbus had acauired by his first discoveries 
on this western continent, spread thrpugn Europe, and inspired many 
odiers with the spirit of enterpiize. As early as 1495, John Cabot, 
a Venetian, ana his three sons, Lewis, Sebastian and Sancius, 
obtained a commission from Henry VII. to discover and settle un- 
known lands and countries westward of Europe, and to annex them 
to the Crown.* These adventurers ranged the Continent of North 
America, before Columbus discovered any part of the Continent of 
ISouth America, for the Court of Spain. 



*See ITazard*8 '* Historical Collections,'^ rol. i. paee 9, where this grant is recited at 
toife. ItisdatedA.P. 1495. ^ 



1496-1534] OF NORTH AMERICA. 8 

In the spring of 1496 they sailed from Bristol, England, with two 
ships. In this voyage, which was intended for China, in the belief 
that there was a noilli-west passage to this country, they fell in with 
the north side of Labrador, and coasted northerly as far as the 66th 
degree of N. latitude, where thqy were stopped by the ice, changed 
their course, and went S. to the 34th degree of N. latitude. They 
made no settlements during this voyage, but agreeably to the cus- 
tom of those times, took a general possession of the country in behalf 
of their king. 

The next year, 1497, they made a second voyage to America. 
His son, Sebastian, afterwards proceeded in discoveries, which his 
father had begun- On the 24th of June he discovered Bonavista, on 
the north-east side of Newfoundland. Before his return, he traverifed 
the coast from Davis' Straits, to Cape Florida. 

Sebastian Cabot, in 1502, was at Newfoundland ; and on his 
return, carried three of the natives of that island to King Henry VII. 

In the spring of 1513, John Ponce sailed fi-om Porto Rico, north** 
erly, and discovered the continent in N. latitude 30 deg. 8 min. He 
landed in April, a season when the country was covered wdth ver- 
dure, and in full bloom. This circumstance induced him to call the 
country Florida, which, for many years, was the common name for 
the whole of North America. 

In 1516, Sir Sebastian Cabot and Sir Thomas Peet, explored 
tlie coast, as far as Brazil, in South America. 

This vast extent of coimtry, the coast of which was thus explor- 
ed, remained unclaimed, and unsettled, by any European power, 
(except by the Spaniards in South America) for almost a century 
from the time of its discovery. 

It was not till the year 1524, that France attempted discoveries 
on the American coast. Stimulated by his enterprizing neighboui-s, 
Francis I. who possessed a great and active mind, sent John Verra- 
zano, a Florentine, to America, for the purpose of making discoveries. 
He traversed the coast from latitude 28 deg. to 50 deg. north. In a 
second voyage, sometime after, he was lost. 

The next year, 1525, Stephen Gomez, the first Spaniard who 
came upon the American coast for discovery, sailed from Groyn, in 
Spain, to Cuba and Florida ; thence northward to Cape Razo or 
Raiie, in latitude 46 deg. north, in search of a northern passage to the 
East Indies. 

In 1528, Pamphilo de Narvaez, in the service of Spain, sailed 
from Cuba with 400 men, to conquer Florida ; but he was wrecked 
on the coast by a tempest, and liis purpose defeated. 

In the spring of 1534, by the direction of Francis I. a fleet was 
fitted out at St. Malo's, in France, with design to make discoveries 
in America. The command of tWs fleet was given to James 
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Cartier.* He arrived at Newfoundland in May of this year. 
Thence he sailed northerly ; and on the day of the festival of St. 
Lawrence, he found himself in about latitude 48 deg. 30 min. north, 
in the midst of a broad gulf, which he named St. Lawrence. He 
gave the same name to the river which empties into it. In tliis, 
voyage, he sailed as far north as 51 deg., expecting in vain to find a 
passage to China. 

The next year, 1535, he sailed up the river St. Lawrence 300 
leagues, to the great and swift Fall. He called the coimtry New 
France ; built a fort near the west end of the Isle of Orleans, which 
he called Port de St. Croioc, in which he spent the winter, and return- 
ed in the following spring to France, carrying with him some of the 
natives. 

On the 12th of May, 1539^ Ferdinand de Soto, with 900 men, 
besides seamen, sailed m)m Cuba, having for his object the conquest 
of Florida. On the 30th of May he arrived at Spirito Santo, from 
whence he tmvelled northward to the Chickasaw country, in about 
latitude 35 deg. or 36 deg. He died, after having spent three years 
in this country, and was buried on the bank of the Mississippi River, 
May, 1542, aged 42 years. Alverdo succeeded him. 

Cartier made a third voyage to Canada, in 1540, built a fort, and 
began a settlement, in 1541, or 1542, which he called Charlebourgy 
four leagues above Port de St. Croix. He soon after broke up the 
settlement, and sailed to Newfoundland. 

In 1542, Francis la Roche, Lord Robewell, or Roberval, was 
sent to CanadsL, by the French king, with three ships, and 200 men, 
women and children. They wintered here in a fort which they had 
built, and returned in the spring. About the year 1550, a large 
number of adventurere sailed for Canada, but were never after 
heard of. 

In 1598, the King of France commissioned the Marquis de la 
Roche to conquer Canada, and other countries not possessed by any 
Christian Prince. We do not learn, however, that la Roche ever 
attempted to execute his commission, or that any further attempts 
were made to settle Canada during this century. 

In the succeeding 30 years, the passion for discovery took another 
direction. Adventurers from Europe were seeking a passage to In- 
dia and China by the XorthEast^ but were prevented from accom- 
plishing their views by the cold and ice of those inhospitable regions. 
In this mterval, the French of Brittany, the Spaniards of Biscay, and 
the Portuguese, enjoyed the fishery on the banks of Newfoundland, 
without interruption.! 



•Iq Hazard's Historical Collections, vol. i. page 19, is a commission from Francis I. 
to James Cartier, or Quartier, for making an establishment in Canada, dated Oct. 17, 
1540. Probably this comraission yrz.% given him in consequence of his former discov- 
eries. tBelknap. 
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In January, 1549, King Edward VI. granted a pension for life to 
Sebastian Cabot, in consideration of the important services he had 
rendered to the kingdom by liis discoveries in America.* Very 
respectable descendants of the Cabot family now live in the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. 

The Admiral of France, Chatillon,' early in the year 1562, sent 
out a fleet under the command of John Ribalt. He arrived at 
Cape Francis on the coast of Florida, near which, on the first of 
May, he discovered and entered a river which he called May Riv- 
er. It is more than probable that this river is tlie same which we 
now call St. Mary's, which divides Georgia from Florida. As he 
coasted northward, he discovered eight other rivers, one of which he 
called Port Royal, and sailed up it several leagues. On one of the 
rivers he built a fort and called it Charles, in which he left a colony 
under the direction of#Captain Albert. The severity of Albert's gov- 
ernment excited a mutiny, in which, to the ruin of the colony, he 
was slain. This happened in 1564. Two years after, Chatillon 
sent Rene Laudonier, with three ships, to J lorida. In June, he 
arrived at the River Maj/, on which he built a fort, and, in honour 
to his king, Charles IX., he called it Carolina. 

In August, this year, Capt. Ribalt arrived at Florida the second 
time, with a fleet of seven vessels, to recruit the colony, wHich, two 
years before, he had left under tlie direction of the unfortunate Capt« 
Albert. 

The September following, Pedro Melandez, wdth six Spanish ships, 
pursued Ribalt up the river on which he had settled, ana overpower- 
mg him in numbers, cruelly massacred him and his whole company. 
Melandez, in this way, having taken possession of the country, built 
three forts, and left them garrisoned with 1200 soldiers. Laudonier 
and his colony on May River, receiving infoimation of the fate of 
Ribalt, took the alarm and escaped to France. 

In 1567, a fleet of three ships was sent from France to Florida, 
under the command of Dominique de Gourges. The object of this 
expedition, was to dispossess the Spaniards of that part of Florida 
which they had cruelly and unjustifiably seized three years before. 

He arrived on the coast of Florida, April, 1568, and soon after 
made a successful attack upon the forts. The recent cruelty of 
Melandez and his company excited an unjustifiable spirit of revenge, 
and retaliation in the breast of Gourges. He took the forts ; put 
most of the Spaniards to the sword ; and, having burned and demol- 
ished all their fortresses, returned to France. During the 50 years 
next after this event, the French attempted no settlements in America. 

All the enterprizes to find a N. E. passage to India being frustrat- 
ed, Capt. Frobisher, in 1576, was sent to renew the attempts to find 



♦Hazard's His. Coll. vol. i. page 23. Ilackluyt calls this " The large pension grant 
cd by King Edward Vf. to Sebastian Calot, constituting him Grand Pilot of,i:«sJaiid. 



6 DISCOVERY AND SETTliEMENT [1579-85 

out a N. W- passage to that (Country. The first land which he made 
on the coast, was a cape, which, in honour to the Queen, he called 
Qtteen Elizabeth? s Foreland. In coasting northerly he discovered the 
the Straits, wliich have ever since borne his name, and which are 
now impassible by reason of fixed ice. He prosecuted his search for 
a passage into the Western Ocean, till he was prevented by the ice, 
^d then returned to England.* The two foUovdng years he made 
a second and thh'd voyage, but made no important new discoveries. 

Sir Francis Drake, being on a cruise against the Spaniards in the 
South Sea and Pacific Ocean, landed on the Continent of America, 
nortliward of California, took possession of a harbour, and called the 
circumjacent country, between lat. 38 deg. and 42 deg., Kew Albiorij 
which name it has ever since retained. 

In 1579, Sir Humphrey Gilbert obtained a patent from Queen 
Elizabeth, for lands not yet possessed bj^ any Christian Prince, pro- 
vided he would take possession within six years. With this encour- 
agement he sailed to Newfoimdland, and on the first of August, 1 583, 
anchored in Conception Bay. He took formal possession of the 
Continent of N. America for the Crown of England. In pursuing , 
his discoveries, he lost one of his ships on the shoals of the Sable Isles, 
and on liis return home, a storm overtook him, in which he was un- 
fortunately lost, and the intended settlement was prevented. 

In 1584 two patents were gmnted by Queen Elizabeth, one to 
Adrian Gilbert, (Feb. 6) the other to Sir Walter Raleigh (March 25) 
for lands not possessed by any Christian Prince.t By the direction 
of Sir Walter, two ships were fitted and sent out under the command 
of Pliilip Amidas, and Arthur Barlow, with 107 passengers. In 
June, 1585, they axiived on the coast, and anchored in a harbour^ 
seven leagues west (probably south) of the Roanoke. 

On the 13th of July, they, in a formal manner, took possession of 
the countiy, and, in honour of their virgin queen Elizabeth, they called 
it Virginia. Till this time the country was known by the general 
name of Florida. After this Virginia became a common name for 
all North America. 

To diversify this part of our history, and to instruct and amuse our 
readers, we introduce here, though a digression, an extract from the 
liistory of the celebrated Captam John Smithy who has given us a 
particular account of the first interviews of this colony with the na- 
tives ; of the simplicity of their manners, their kindness and hospi- 
tality, and of their religion. We give the extract in the autlior's 
own style. 

" Till the third day we saw not any of the people ; then, in a little boat, 
three of ihem appeared ; one of them went on shore, to whom we rowed, and 
he attended us without any sign of fear ; after he had spoke much, though we 



itmai^ 
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1586] OF NORTH AMERICA. , 7 

understood not a word, of his own accord he came boldly aboard us ; we gave 
him a shirt, a hat, wine and meat, which he liked well ; and after he had well 
viewed the barks and us, he went away with his own boat, and within a quar- 
ter of a mile of us, in half an hour, had loaden his boat with fishes, with which 
he came again to the point of land, and there divided his fish into two parts, 
pointing one part to the ship, the other to the pinnace, and so departed. 

'* The next day came divers boats, and in one of them the King's brother, 
with forty or fifty men, proper people, and in their behaviour civil ; his name 
was Granganameo ; the King is called Winginia, the country Wingandacoa. 
Leaving his boats a little from our ships he came with his train to the point, 
where, spreading a matt, he sat down. Though we came to him well armed, 
he made signs to us to sit down without any shew of fear, stroking his head and 
breast, and also ours, to express his love. Ailer he had made a Ion? speech to 
lis, we presented him with divers toys, which he kindly accepted. He was 

freatly regarded by his people, for none of them did sit, nor speak a word, 
ut four, on whom only we bestowed presents ; but he took all from them, 
making signs that all things did belong to him. The king himself, in a con- 
flict with another king, his next neighbour, and mortal en^my, was shot In two 
places through the body, and the thigh, yet recovered : whereby he lay athii 
chief town, six days journey from thence. 

*' A day or two after, shewing them what we had, Granganameo taking most 
liking to a pewter dish, made a hole in it, hung it about bis neck for a breast 
plate, for which he gave us twenljr deer skins, worth twenty crowns ; and for 
a copper kettle fifty skins, worth fifty crowns. Much other truck we had, and 
after two days he came aboard, and did eat and drink with us merrily. Not 
long after he brought his wife and children ; they were but of mean staturei^ 
but well favoured and very bashful ; she had a long coat of leather, and about 
her loins a piece of the same, about her forehead a band of white corrall, an|d 
so had her nusband ; in her ears were bracelets of pearl hanging down to her 
middle, of the bignesse of great pease ; the rest of the women had pendants of 
copper, and the noblemen five or six in an ear ; his apparrel, as his wives^ 
only the women wear their hair long on both sides, and the men but one ; thef 
are of colour yellow, but their hair is black, yet we saw children that had veiy 
fair chesnut coloured hair. After that these women had been here with us, 
there came down from all parts great store of people, with leather, corrall, and 
divers kind of dyes, but when Granganameo was present, none durst trade, but 
himself, and them that wore red copper on their heads as he did. Whenever 
he came, he would signify by so many fires that he came with so many boats, 
that we might know his strength. 

** Their boats are but one great tree which is burnt in the form of a trough. 

with gins and fire, till it be as they would have it. For an armour (musket) 

he would have engaged us a bag ot pearl, but we refused, as not regarding it, 

that we might the better learn where it grew. He was very just of his promise^ 

for oft we tpisted kiniy and would come within his day to keep his word, 

*' He sent us commonly every day a brace of bucks, conies, hares and fish, 
sometimes mellons, walnuts, cucumbers, pease, and divers roots. This author 
saith, their corn groweth three times in five months ; in May they sow, in July 
leap, in June they sow, in August reap ; in July sow, in August reap. We 
put some of our pease in the ground, which in ten days were 14 inches high. 

*' After this acquaintance, myself with seven more, went twenty miles into 
the river Occam, that runeth toward the city Skicoack, and the evening fol- 
lowing we came to an isle called Roanoak, from the harbourwhere we entered 
7 leagues ; at the north end were 9 houses, builded with cedar, fortified 
round with sharp trees, and the entrance like a turnpike. When we came 
towards itj.the wife of Granganameo came running out to meet us, (her hus- 
band was absent) commanding her people to draw our boat ashore to prevent 
beating on the billows ; others 3he appointed to carry us on their backs aland 
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• 
others to bring our oars into the house to prevent stealing. When we came 
into the oth<3r room (for there was five in the house) she caused us to sit down 
by a great fire ; and after took off our clothes and washed them, of some our 
stockings, and some our feet in warm water, and she herself took much pains 
to see all things well ordered, and to provide us victuals. After we had thus 
dryed ourselves, she brought us into an inner room, where she set on the board, 
standing along the house somewhat like frumentie, sodden venison, and roast- 
ed fish ; in like manner mellons raw, boiled roots, and fruits of divers kinds. 
Their drink is commonly water boiled with ginger, sometimes with sassafras^ 
and wholesome herbs, but whilst the grape lasteth thf^y drink wine. More love 
she could not express to entertain us : they care but only to defend themselves 
from the short winter, and feed on what they find natural in summer. In this 
feasting house was their Idol, of whom they told us incredible things. When 
we were at meat, two or three of her men came amongst us with their bows 
and arrows, which caused us to take our arms in hand. She perceiving our 
distrust, caused their bows and arrows to be broken, and they beaten out of the 
gate : but the evening approaching we returned to our boat, whereat she much 
grieving, brought our supper half boiled, pots and all, but when she saw us but 
put our boat a little off trom the shore, and lie at anchor, perceiving our jeal- 
ousy, she sent divers men, and 30 women to sit all night on the shore side over 
against us, and sent us five mats to cover us from the rain, doing all she could 
to persuade us to her house. Though there was no cause of doubt, we would 
not adventure : for on our safety depended the voyage ; but a more kind, lovr 
ing people cannot be. 

" Some Religion they have, which although it be far from the truth, yet being 
as it is, there is hope it may be the easier reformed. They believe there are 
many gods, which they call Muntoac^ but of different sorts and degrees. Also, 
that there is one chief God, that hath been from all eternity, who, as they say, 
when he purposed first to make the world, made first other gods of a principal 
order, as instruments to be used in the creation and government to follow : and 
after the sun, moon, and stars, as petty gods, and the instruments of the other 
order more principal. First, they say, were made waters, out of which, by the 
gods, were made all diversity ofcreatures that are visible or invisible. 

*' For the origin of mankind, they say, a woman was made first, which, by the 
Working of one of the gods, conceived and brought forth children ; and so 
they had their beginning ; but how many years or ages since, they know not ; 
having no records, but only tradition from father to son. They think that all 
gods are of human shape, and therefore represent them by images in the forms 
of men ; which they call Kazoasowok ; one alone Is called Kewasa ; them thej 
plate in their temples, where they worship, pray, sing, and make many of- 
ferings. The common sort thinK them also gods. 

'* They believe the immortality of the soul, when life departing ffom the 
body, accordint? to the good or bad works it hath done, it is carried up to the 
Tabernacles of the Gods, to perpetual happiness, or to Popozeesso, a great 
pit : which they think to be at the fartherest parts of the world, where the 
sun sets, and there burn continually. 

** To confirm this they told me of two men, that had been lately dead, and 
revived again ; the one happened but a few years before our coming into the 
country ; of a bad man, who being dead and buried, the next day the earth 
over him bein^ seen to move, was taken up, who told them his soul was veiy 
near entering into Popozeesso, had not one of the Gods saved him, and gave 
him leave to return again, to teach his friends what they should do to avoid 
such torment. The other happened the same year we were there, but sixty 
miles from us, which they told me for news, that one being dead, and buriedf, 
and taken up as the first, shewed, that although his body had Iain dead in the 
grave, yet his soul lived, and had travelled far in a long broad way, on both 
sides whereof grew more sweet, fair, and delicate trees and fruits, than ever 
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he had seen hefore ; at length he came to most brave and fair house&y near 
which he met bis Father that was dead long ago, who gave him charge to go 
back, to shew his friends what goo4 there was to do, to enjoy the pleasures of 
that place ; which when he baa done he should come again. 
" What subtlety so ever be in the Weroaiiees, and Priests; this opinion worketh 
so much in the common sort, that they have great respect to their Governors ; 
and as gpreat care to avoid torment after death, and to enjoy bliss. Yet tbey^ 
have divers sorts of punishments, accordii^ to the offence^ according to the 
greatness of the fact. And this is the sum oftheir religion^ which I learned by 
having special familiarity with their priests, wherein they were not so sure 

f rounded, nor gave such credit, but through conversinc^ with us, they were 
roufi^ht into great doubts of tbeir own, and no small aomiration of ours : of 
which many desired to learn more than we had means, for want of utterance, 
in their language to express. 

** Most thills they saw with us, as mathematical instruments, sea-compasses, 
the virtue ofthe loadstone, perspective glasses, burning glasses, clocks to go 
of theniselves f books, writing, guns, and such like ; so far exceeded their 
capacities, that they thought they were rather the works of gods than men ; 
or at least the gods had taught us how to make them, which loved us so much 
better than them ; and caused many of them to give credit to what we spake 
concerning our God. In all places where I came, I did my best to make hi$ 
immortal glory known. And I told them, although the Bible I shewed them, 
contained all ; yet of itself, it was not of any such virtue as I thought they did 
conceive. Notwithstanding many would be glad to touch it, to kiss, and em- 
brace it, to hold it to their breasts, and hea(U,.and stroke all their body ovf r 
with it. 

** The King Wingina where we dwelt, would. oft be with us at prayer. Twice 
he was exceeding sick and like to die. And doubtii^ of any help from his 
priests, thinking be was in such danger for offending us and our God, sent for 
some of us to pray, and be a means to our God, he might live with him after 
death. And so ciid many others in the like case. One other strange accident 
(leaving others] will I mention before I end, which moved the whole country 
that either knew or heard of us, to have us in wonderful adjniration. 

** There was no \omn where they had practised any villainy against us (we 
leaving it unpunisrhea, because we sought by all possible means to win them 
by gentleness) but within a few days after our departure, they began to die : 
in some towns twenty, in some forty, in some sixty, and in one an hundred and 
twenty, which was venr many in respect of their numbers. And this happen- 
ed in noplace (we could learn) where we had been, but where they haa used 
some practice to betray us. And this disease wa^ so strange, they neither 
knew what it was, nor how to cure it ; nor bad they known the like, time out 
of mind ; a thing specially observed by us, as also oy themselves, in somuch 
that some of them who were our friends, especially Wingina, had observed 
9uch effects in four or five towns, that they were persuaded it was the work of 
God through our means ; and that we by him might kill and slay whom we 
would, without weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon, when 
they had any understanding, that any of their enemies had abused us in our 
joumies, they would intreat us, we would be a means to our God, that they, as 
the others that had dealt ill with us, might die in like sort : although we shew- 
ed them their requests were ungodly ; and that* our God would not subject 
himself to any such requests of men, but all things as he pleased came to pass : 
and that we to sh^w ourselves his true servants, ought rather to pray for the 
contraiy : yet because the effect fell out so suddenly after, according to their 
desires, they thought it came to pass by our means, and would come give us 
thanks in their manner, that though we satisfied them not in words, jet inde^ds 
we had fulfilled tbeir desires. 
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** This marveJIous nccident in all the country wrought so strange opinion of 
us, that they could not tell whether to think us gods or men. And the rather 
that all the space of their sickness, there was no man of ours known to die, or 
much sick. They noted also we had no women, nor cared for any of theirs ; 
gome therefore thought we were not born of women, and therefore not mortal, 
but that we were men of an old generation many years past, and risen again 
from immortality. Some would prophesy there were more of our generation 
yet to come, to kill theirs and take their places. Those that were to come 
after us they imagined to be in the air, yet invisible and without bodies ; and 
that Ihey by our intreaties, for love of us, did make the people die as they did, 
by shooting invisible bullets into them. 

'* To confirm this, their physicians to excuse their ignorance in curing the 
disease, would make the simple people believe, that the strings of blood Uiey 
sucked out of the sick bodies, were the strings wherein the invisible bullets 
were tied, and cast. Some thought we shot them ourselves, from the place 
where we dwelt, and killed the people that had offended us, as we listed, how 
far soever. And others said it was the special work of God for our sakes, as 
we had cause in some sort to think no less, whatever some do, or may im- 
agine to the contrary ; especially some Astrologers by the eclipse of the sun 
we saw that year before our voyage, and by a comet which began to appear 
but a few days before the sickness began : but to exclude them trom being the' 
special causes of so special an accident, there are farther reasons than I mink 
fit to present or allege. 

" These their opinions I have set down, that you may see there is hope to 
embrace the truth, and honor, obey, fear and love us, by good dealing and 
government : though some of our company towards the latter end, before we 
came away with Sir Francis Drake, shewed themselves too furious, in slaving 
some of the people in some towns, upon causes that on our part might have 
been borne with more mildness ; notwithstanding they justly had deserved it. 
The best, nevertheless, in this, as in all actions besides, is to be endeavored 
and hoped ; and of the worst that may happen, notice to be taken with con' 
sideration ; and as much as may be, eschewed ; the better to allure them 
hereafter to civility and Christianity. 

Thus you see, how — ' 4i 

" Nature herself delights herself in sundry Instruments ; 

" That sundry things be done to deck the earth with Ornaments ; 

" Nor suffers she her servants all should run one race, 

*' But wills the walk of every one frame in a divers pace ; 

" That divers ways and divers works, the world migtit better grace. 

Written by Thomas Hertot, one of the voyage.'** 

To return from this digi'ession : — 

In 1586, Sir Walter Raleigh sent Sir Richard Grenville to Amer- 
ica, with seven ships. He anived at Wococon harbour in June. 
Having stationed a colony of more than an hundred people at Roan- 
oke, under the direction of Capt. Ralph Lane, ana furnished them 
with two years provisions, he coasted north-east ejly as far as Chesa- 
peak Bay, and tlicnce returned to England. 

The colony under Capt. Lane endured extreme hardships, and 
must have perished, had not Sir Francis Drake fortunately returned 
to Virginia, and carried them to England, after having made several 
conquests for the queen in tlie West Indies and Other places. 

♦ Smith's Hist. oC Virginia, Vol. 1. p. 82 to 99. 
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A foilnight after, Sir Richard Grenville arrived with new recruits ; 
and although he did not find the colony which he had before left, and 
knew not but they had perished, he had tlic rashness tp leave 50 men 
at the same place. 

The year following, (1587) Sir WaUer sent another companj[ to 
V^irginia, under Governor White, with a charter, and twelve assist- 
ants. In July he arrived at Roanoke. Not one of the second com? 
pany remained. They liad been suddenly attacked by 300 Indians, 
who destroyed the greater part of them. The remainder fled to 
tlieir boats, and were never after heard of. [Smiih.] Gov. White, 
however, deteiTmned to lisk a third colonv, and accordingly left 115 
people qt the old settJ(»ment, and returned to England. 

Tliis year, (Aug. 13) ManUo was baptized in Virginia, and called 
Lord of Dessamonpf^ack^ in rewanl of his faithfulness. He was the 
first native Indian, who received that ordinance in that part of Amer- 
ica. He, with Towaye, another* Indian, had visited England, and 
returned home to Virginia witli the colony. On the 1 8th of August, 
Mrs. Dare w^as delivered of a daughter, whom she called Virginia, 
She was bom at Roanoke, and was the first EngUsh cliild that w^as 
bom in North America. 

Xn tlje ye3.r 1 590, Govemor White came over to Virginia with siij)- 
pUes and recruits for liis colony ; but, tp his great giief, not a man 
w:as to be found. They had all mis<»rably famished with hunger, 
or were massacred by tne Indians. l^Jiis was the last attempt to 
settle a colony in this anfortunatc s^t, or any other part of \'irginia,* 
till 1602. . ' 

In 1592 Juan de Fuca, a Greek, in the {service of Spain, was sent 
by the viceroy of Mexico, to dii^cover a N. VV. passage, by explor- 
ing the western side of the American continent. He discovered a 
strait, on the eastem shore of the Pacific Ocean, which bears lii3 
ifeme, in the 48th deg. N. lat. and supposed it to l)e tlie long desux^cl 
passage. {Purchas, — Belknap*) 

De la Rqche, ip 1 598, obtamcd fram Henry IV. of France, a com-: 
inission tp conquer Canada, and other countries not possessed by 
any Cluistian Prince. He sailed fix)m France with a conipany of 
convicts from the prisons ; landed 40 on the Isle of Sable. Seven 
years after, the survivors, being 12 in number, were taken off and 
carried home to France ; Henry pardoned them, and gave them 50 
crowns each, as a recompense |br their suflferings. {Purchas. — 
Forsier.) 

In the spring of l£)p2, Bartholoniew Gosnold, wdth 32 persons, 
made a voyage to North Virginia, and discovered, and gave names, 
to Cape Cod, Martha's Vineyard, and Elizabeth's Islands, and to 
Dover Cliff. Elizabeth Island was the place wliich they fixed on 



"^Virginia was the name of the \yhoIe country at thi5 time. 
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for their fji*st settlement. But the courage of those who were to 
have remained, failing, they all went on board, and returned to Eng- 
land. All the attempts to settle this continent, which were made by 
the Dutch, French and English, from its discovery to the presen^ 
time, a period of 1 1 years, proved ineffectual. The Spaniards only, 
of -all the European nations, had been successful. There is no ac- 
count of tliere having been one European family, at this time, on all 
the vast extent of coast from Florida to Greenland. 
" Martin Pring and William Brown, in 1603, were sent by. Siir 
Walter Raleigh, witli two smajl vessels, to inake discoveries in IN orth 
Mrginia. They came upon the coast, which was broken with a mul- 
titude of islands^ in latitude 43 deg. 30min. north, in thepresent state 
pf Maine. They coasted southward to Cape Cod Bay ; thence 
round the Cape into a commodious harbour in 41 deg. 25 rnin. N. lat. 
where thev went ashore and remained seven weeks, during whicli 
time they loaded oiile of their vessel? with sassafras, and returned td 
England. Capt. Smith states, that " as they ranged the coast; at 4 
place which tliey named fVhitsort?s Bay^ they were Kindly used by th^ 
natives, who came to them in troops of from 10 to 50.'^ 

Bartholon^ew Gilbert, in a voyage to South Virginia, in search of 
the third colony that had been left there by Governor White, in 1587^ 
having touched at several of the West India Islands, landed nea^ 
Chesapeak Bay, where, in a skirmish with the Indians, he arid four of 
his men were unfortunately slaiii. The rest, without any further 
search for the colony, returned tb England. 

France, being at this time in a state of tranquillity, in consequenceof 
the edict of Nantz in favour of the Protestants^ passed fay Henry IV* 
(April 1598) and of the peace with Philip; King of Spain and Portii-^ 
gal, was induced to pursue her discoveries in America'. Accordingly 
the King signed a patent* in favour of De Mpns, or Monts, (Novem- 
per 8, 1603) of all the country from 40th to 46th degree of north lati- 
tude, under the name o{ Acadia. The next year De Moris range4 
the coast from St. Lawre^ce to Cape Sable, and'round to Cape Cod, 
and began plantations at Port Kbyal, St. Johii's, ajid St. Croix in th^ 
BayofFundy. 

LiMay, 1605, George's Island and Pentecost Harbour were dis- 
covered bjr Capt. George Wejrmotith. In May he entered a large 
river, in latitude 43 deg. 20min. (variation 1 1 deg. 15 min. west) sup- 
posed to be the Kenneoec or Penobscot. Capt. Weymouth carried 
with him tb England five of the natives, whom he deUvered to Sif 
Ferdinando Gorges, then Governor of Plymouth. 

In 1606, (April 10th) James I. by patent,*! divided Virginia into 
iwo colonies. Tlie southern^ included all lailds between the 34th 

and 41st degrees of north latitude. This was styled the jirft colony^ 

• •'.*■ ' 

♦HI*, poU. rp!. i. page 4^.. tlbid. p. 50- 
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under the name ^ South Virginia, and was granted to iSbe Lcmdon 
Company. The northerly called the second colony, and known jby 
the general name of Mrth Virginia, included all lands between the 
38th and 45th degrees north latitude, and was granted to the Fly- 
mouth Company. The territory between the 38th and 4 1 st degrees of 
N. latitude, by an unaccountable mistake, it will be perceived, wa^ 
included in both patents. 

Each of these colonies had a council of thirteen men to gcwem 
them. To prevent disputes about territory, the colony which should 
last plant themselves, was prohibited from making their settlement^ 
within an hundred miles of the other. 

Both the London and Plymouth companies made settlements 
within tli^ limits of thar respective grants : with what success wiQ 
now be mentioned. 

Mr. Rercy, brother to the Earl of Northumberland, in the service 
of the London Company, went over with a colony, to Virginia, and 
discovered Powhattan, now James River. 

In the mean time the Plymojuth Company sent Capt. Henry Chali- 
Jone, in a vessel of fifty-five tons, tp plant a colony in North Virginia ; 
}3ut in his voyage he yy^s taken by a Spanish fleet, and carried to 
Spain. 

1607. Champlain, by order of De Mons, sailed up the river Cana- 
|la, (now St. Lawrence) and fortified Quebec, the ncune of a strait in 
the riyer, which was afterwards given to the city, built on its bank. 

The London Company, in the spring of this year, sent Capt. Chris- 
topher Newport, witn tHree vessels to South v irginia. On the 26th 
of April he entered Chesapeak Bay, and landed, and soon after, 
May 13, ^ve to the most southern point, the name of Cape Henry, 
jvhich it still retains. Having ejected Mr. Edward Win^eld pres- 
ident for the year, they the next day, June 22, landed all their men, 
^nd began a settlement on James Kiver, at a place which they called 
James-Tpwn. This i3 the first town that was settled by the Eng- 
lish in North America. The June following, Capt. Newport sail^ 
for England, leaving with the president one hundred persons. Among 
them were Cfipt. Bartholomew Gpsnold, Capt. John Smith, Capt. 
John Ratclifie, and other f-espectable gentlemen. 

In August 22d died Capt. Barthol(»new Gosnold, the first prelector 
of tins setdepient,' and one of the coimcil. The following winter 
Jame^-Town was bpmt. 

During this time the Plymouth Company fitted out two ships under 
the commanidi of Admiral Rawiey Gilbert. They sailed for Nor& 
Virginia on tiie '31st of May, with one hundred planters, and Capt. 
George Popham for their president. They ariived in August, and 
settlra about nine or ten leagues to the southward of the mouth of 
the Sa^ahock River, in Maine. A great part of the colony, how- 
ever, disheartened bv thq severity of the winter, retum<»d to England 
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in December, leaving their president, Capt. Pophani, with only 45 
men. 

It was in the fall of this year that the famous Mr. Robinson, with 
part of his congregation, who afterwards settled at Plymouth, in New 
England, removed from the north of England, to Ktolland, to avoid 
the cruelties of persecution, and for the sake of enjoying " purity of 
worship, and liberty of conscience." 

This year a small company of merchants, at Dieppe and St. Ma- 
io's founded Quebec ; or rather, the colony which they sent, built a 
few huts there, which did not take the form of a town until the reign 
of Lewis XIV. 

In 1608, Sagadahock colony suffered incredible hardships, after the 
departure of their friends in December. In tlie depth of winter, 
which was extremely cold, their storehouse caught fire, and was con- 
sumed, with most of their provisions and lodgings. Their misfor- 
tunes were increased soon after, by the death of their president. 
Rawley Gilbert was appointed to succeed him. 

Lord Chief Justice JPopham made every exertion to keep this 
colony alive, by repeatedfly sending them supplies. But the cir^ 
cumstance of his death, which happened this year, together witli 
president Gilbert's being called to England to settle his private 
affairs, broke up the colony, and they all returned vsith liim. 

The unfavourable reports which these first unfortunate adventur- 
ers propagated res{iecting the country, prevented any further attempts 
to settle North Virginia, for several years after. 

In 1608 the London Company sent Capt. Nelson, with two ship^ 
and one hundred and twenty persons, to James-Town ; and the 
year following Capt. John omith, afterwards president, arrived on 
the coast of South Virginia, and by sailing up a number of rivers, 
discovered the interior of the country. In oeptember Capt. New- 

Eort. arrived with seventy persons, wmch increased the colony to two 
undred souls. 

Mr. Robinson and his congregation, who had settled at Amster- 
dam, removed this year to Leyden ; where they remained more than 
1 1 years, till a part of them came over to New England. 

The council for South Virginia, having resigned their old commis- 
aon, requested, and obtained a new one 5* in consequence of which, 
they appointed Sir Thomas West, Lord De la War, general of the 
colony. Sir Thomas Gates, his heutenant 5 Sir George Somers, 
admiral ; Sir Thomas Dale, high marshal ; Sir Ferdinand Wain- 
naar, general of the horse; and Capt. Newport, vice-admiral. 

In June Sir Thomas Gates, Admiral Newport, and Sir George 
Somers, with seven ships, a ketch and a pinnace, having five hun- 
dred souls on board, men, women, and children, sailed from Fal- 
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mouth for Soiith Virginia. In crossing the Bahama Gulf, on the 
24th of July, the fleet was overtaken by a violent storm, and separat- 
ed. Four days after, Sir George Somers ran his vessel ashore on 
one of the Bermuda Islands, which, from this circumstance, have 
been called Somers' Islands. The people on board, one hundred 
and fifty in number, all got safe on shore ; and there remained until 
the following May. The remainder of the fleet arrived at Virginia 
in August. The colony was now increased to five hundred men. 
Capt. Smith, then presiaent, a Uttle before the arrival of the fleet, 
had been very badly burnt by means of some powder, which had 
accidentally caught fire. This unfortunate circumstance, together 
with the opposition he met with from those who had lately anivedi 
induced him to leave the colony and return to England : which he 
accordingly did the last of September. Francis West, his successor 
in office, soon followed him, and George Piercy was elected presi- 
dent. 

The year following, (1610) the South Virginia, or London Com- 
pany, sealed a patent to Lord De la War, constituting him Gover- 
nor and Captain General of South Virginia. He soon after embark- 
ed ^r America, with Capt. Argal, and one hundred and fifty men> 
and three ships. 

The unfortunate people, who, the year before, had been ship- 
wrecked on the Bermuaa Islands, had employed themselves dvrinjg 
the winter and spring, under the direction of Sir Thomas Gates, Sir 
George Somers, and Admiral Newport, in building a sloop to trans* 
port themselves to the continent. They embarked for Virginia on 
the 10th of May, with about one hundred and fifty persons on boardi 
leaving two of their mep behind, who chose to stay, and landed at 
James-Town on the 23d of the same month. Finding the colony, 
which at the time of Capt. Smith's departure conasted of five hun- 
dred souls, now reduced to sixty, and those few in a distressed and 
wretched situation, they, with one voice, resolved to return to Eng- 
land ; and for this purpose, on the 7th of 'June, the whole colony 
repaired on board their vessels, broke up the settlement, and saled 
down the river on their way to their native country. 

Fortunately, Lord De la Wiar, who had embarked for James- 
Town, the March before, met them the day after they sailed, and 
pjersuaded them to return with him to James-Town, where they ar- 
rived and landed the 10th of June. The government of the colony, 
of right, devolved on Lord De la War. From this time we may 
date the effectual settlement of Virginia. 

In 1611, Sir Thomas Dale reinforced the colony of South Vir^n- 
ia with 300 people, and Sir Thomas Gates, with 300 more, furnish- 
ing them with cattle and swine. 

As early as the jrear 1607 and 1603, Henry Hudson, an Englisli- 
man, under a commission from King James, in the employ of the East 
India Company, made several voyages for the discovery of a north* 



16 DISCOVERY AND SETTLEBfENT £ifc6«.14 

west passage to the East Indies. In 1609, upon some ipisunder- 
standing he engaged in the Dutch service, in tne prosecution of thi^ 
same design, and on his return, ranged along the sea-coast of what 
has since been called New-England, (which three years before was 
granted by King James to his l&iglish subjects, the rlymouth Com- 
pany) and entered Hudson's River, giving it his own name« He 
ascended this river in his boat as far as what has since been called 
Aurania, or Albany. In 1613, the Dutch West India Company^ 
sent some persons to this river, to trade with the Indians ; and as 
early as 1623, the Dutch had a trading house on Connecticut River. 
In cqnseauence of these discoveries and settlements, the Dutch 
claimed all the country extending from Cape Cod to Cape Henlo- 
pen, along the sea-coast, and as far back into the coimtry as any of 
the rivers within those Umits extend. But their claim has been dis- 
puted* Tliis extensive country, the Dutch called JVe» Nethtrlands^ 
and in 1614 the States General ^nted a patent to sundry mer- 
chants for an exclusive trade on Hudson's River, who, the same 
year, built a fort on the west side, near Albany. From this time we 
may date the settlement of Nevj- York. 

Conception Bay, or the Island of Newfoimdland, was settled in the 
year 1610, by about forty planters, under Governor John Guy, td 
whom King James had given a patent of incorporation. 

Cliamplain, a Frenchman, had begun a settlement at Quebeo 
1608i St. Croix, Mount Mansal, and Port Royal were settled ' 
about the same time. These settlements remained undisturbed till 
1613, when the Virginians, hearing that t^e French had settled 
within their limits, sent Capt. Argal to dislodge them. For this 
purpose he sailed to Sagadohock, took their forts at Mount Mansal, 
St. Croix, and Port Royal, with their vessels, ordnance, cattle ana 
prorisions, and earned them to James-Town in Virginia. Quebec^ 
^N^$ left in possession of the French. 

In 1614, Capt. John Smith, with two sliips, and forty-five men 
and boys, made a voyage to North Virginia, to make experiments 
upon a gold and copper mine. His orders were t© fish and trade 
with the natives, if he should fail in his expectations with regard to 
the mine. To faciUtate the business, he took with him Tantum^ an 
Indian, perhaps one that Capt. Weymouth carried to England in 
1605. In April he reached the Island Monahigan, in latitude 43 • 
3tf. Here Capt. Smith was directed to stay and keep possession 
with ten men, for the purpose of making a tnal of the whaling busi- 
lyss ; but being disappointed in this, he built seven boats, in which 
tMrty-seven men made a very successfiil fishing voyage. In the 
mean time the Captain himself, with eight men omy, in a small boat, 
coasted fi'om Penooscot River to the Sagadahock, Acocisco, Passa- 
Caquaeh, Tragabiganda, now called Cape Ann ; thence to Acomac^ 
wnere he skirmished with some Indians ; thence to Cape Cod, where 
he. set liis Indian* Tantum, ashore, and left him^ and returned to Mo*- 
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nahigap. In his voyage he found two French ships in the Bay of 
MagsacKusetts, who had come there six weeks before, and during 
that time, had been trading yery advantageously with the Indians. 
It was conjectured that there were, at this time, three thousand In- 
dians upon the Massachusetts islands* 

In July, Capt. Smith embarked for England in one of the vessels, 
leaving the other under the command otCapt, Thomas Hunt, to 
equip for a voyage to Spain, After Capt, Smith's departure. Hunt 
perfidiously allured twenty Indians (one of whom was 5'9'wan/o, after- 
wards so serviceable to the EngUsh) to come on board his ship at 
Pawtuxit, and seven more at Nausit, and carried them to the island 
of Malaga, where he sold them for twenti/ pounds each, to be slaves 
for life. This base conduct, which has fixed an indehble stigma on 
the character of Hunt, excited in the Indians such an inveterate 
hatred of the English, that, for many years after, all commercial 
intercourse with them was rendered extremely dangerous. 

Capt. Smith arrived at London the last of August, when he drew 
a map of the country, and called it New-England. From this time 
North Virginia assumed the name of Jfew-England, and the name 
Virginia was confined to the southern colony. 

Between the years 1614 and 1620, several attempts were made by 
the Plymouth Company to settle New-England, but iVom several 
causes they were all rendered ineffectual. During this time, however, 
aa advantageous trade was carried on with the natives. 

1615. Robert Bylot and WiUiam Baffin sailed from England in 
search of a north-west passage. The following year they made 
another voyage, and discovered the great northern bay, which bears 
Baffin's name. 

About this time war, famine, and pestilence raged among the 
natives of New-England, and swept off great numbers of them. 
When TXoma^ jDermern arrived in New-England in 1619, he found 
many places, before populous, almost desolate, and the few remain- 
ing mhabitants, either sick, or but scarcely recovered. 

In the year 1617, Mr. Robinson and his congregation, influenced 
by Severn! weighty reasons, meditated a removal to America. Va- 
rious difficulties intervened to prevent the success of their designs until 
the year 1620, when a part of liis congregation came over and settled 
at Plymouth, which at this time was without a single inhabitant. 
At this time, and in this place, commenced the settlement of New- 
England.* 

In order to preserve the chronological order, in which the several 
colonies, now^own into independent States, were first settled, it 



* The particulars relating to the first emigrations to this northern part of America ; 
the progress of its settlement, the character of the first settlers, and of their institutions, 
&c. are given at length in the History of New-England, by J. Morse and £. Parish, to 
which the reader is referred, 



J 8 DISCOVERY AN I> SETTLEMENT [ 1643^ 

will be necessary just to mention that the next year after the settle- 
ment of Plymouth, Capt. John Mason obtained of the Plymouth 
council a grant of a part of the present State of New-Hampshire. 

Two years after, 1623, under the authority of this grant, a small 
colony planted themselves near the mouth of Piscataqua River. 
From this period we may date the settlement of New-Hampshire. 

in 1627, a colony of Swedes and Finns came over and landed at 
Cape Henlopen ; and aftei-wards purchased of the Indians the land 
from this Cape to the Falls of Delaware, on both sides of the river, 
which they called J^ew Swedeland Stream^ since named Delaware 
River. On this river they built several forts, and made settlements. 

On the 19th of March, 1628, the Council for New-England sold to 
Sir Henry Roswell, and five others, a large tract of land lying round 
Massachusetts Bay. Tlio June following, Capt. John Endicot, with 
his wife and company, came over and settled at Naumkeag,now 
called Salem.* This was the first EngUsh settlement which was 
made in Massachusetts Bay. Plymouth, indeed, which is now 
included in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, was settled 
eiglit years before, but at this time it was a separate colony, under 
a distinct government, and continued so, until the second cnarter of 
^ Massachusetts was gianted by William and Maiy, in 1691, by 
which Plymouth, the Province of Maine, and Sagadahock, were 
annexed to Massachusetts. 

June, 13, 1633.] In the reign of Chailes the first. Lord Balti- 
more a Roman CathoUc, applied for, and obtained a grant of a 
tract of land upon Chesapeax Bay, about 140 miles long, and 130 
broad. Soon after this, -in consequence of the rigour of the laws 
of England against the CathoUcs, Lord Baltimore, with a num- 
ber of his persecuted brethren, came over and settled it, and in 
honor of queen Henrietta Maria, they called it Maryland. 

The first grant of Connecticut was made by Robert, Earl of 
Warwick, President of the Council of Plymouth, to Lord Say and 
Seal, Lord Brook, and others, March 19, 1631. t In conseouence 
of several smaller grants made afterwards in 1635 and 1636 by the 
patentees, to particular persons, Mr. Fenwick made a settlement at 



* •* Among others who arrived at Nautokeag, were Ralph Sprague, with his brethren 
Richard and William : who, with 3 or 4 more, by Governor Endicot's consent, under- 
took a jourpey through the woods above 12 miles westward, till they came to a neck of 
land called Misftawum^ between Mystic and Charles Rivera, lull of Indians, named 
AberginiMia. Their old Sachem being dead, his eldest son, called by the English, John 
Sagamore, was Chief, a man of gentle and good disposition, by whose free consent, they 
settled here; where they found but one English house, thatched and paHsadoed, pos- 
sessed by Thomas JValford, a Smith by trade." Princes' Chron. p. 174, 

" June 1629, Mr. Thomas Graves removed from Salem to Mishawum^ and with the 
Governor's consent, called it Cfiarleslown, He laid tlie town out in two acre lots, and 
built the Ortal Houses which afterwards became the house of Public Worship, Mr* 
Bright, Minister." Ibid. p. 188. 

t Hazard's Hist. Coll. p. 31«. 
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the mouth of Connecticut River, and called it Saybrook. About the 
same time, n636,) a number of people from Massachusetts Bay, 
came and oegan settlements at Hartford, Weathersfield and 
Windsor, on Connecticut River, Thus commenced the English 
settlement of Connecticut. 

Rhode-Island was first settled by Roger Williams, who was among 
those who came over to Salem, Massachusetts, amon^ the first set- 
tlers at that place, and not agreeing with some of his bretliren ia 
certain religious opinions, was, in the wrong spirit of tliose times, ban- 
ished from the colony, and went, in 1635, with twelve others, his ad- 
herents, and settled at a place which they named Providence. From 
this beginning arose the colony of Rhode-Island and Providen.ce 
Plantations. 

On the 20th of March, 1664, Charles tte Second granted to tlie 
Duke of York, what is now called New-Jersey, then a part of a 
large tract of country, which the Dutch emigrants had named New- 
Netherlands Some parts of New-rJersey were settled by the Dutch, 
as early as about 1615. 

In the year 1662, Charles the Second granted^ Edward, Eailof 
Clarendon, and sev^n others, almost the wholeTerritory now coni>- 
prised in the three Southern States, North and South Carolina and 
Georgia. Two years after, 1664, he granted a second charter, en- 
larging their boundaries. The proprietors, by virtue of authority 
vested in them by their charter, engaged the celebrated Mr. Locke 
to frame for them a system of laws for the government of their in- 
tended colony. Notwitlistanding these preparations, no effectuajl 
settlement was made until the year 1669, (though one was attempt- 
ed in 1667) when Governor Sayle qame over with a colony, whfch 
he planted on a neck of land between Ashley and Cooper Rivers. 
Thus commenced the settlement of Carolina, which then included 
the whole territory between 29 and 36 degs. 30 min. north lati- 
tude, together watn the Bahama Islands, lying between latitude 22 
and 27 degs. north. 

The royal charter for Pennsylvania was wanted to William 
Penn, a distinguished member of the Society of Friends^ on the 4th 
of March, 1681. The first colony came over the ne^t year, an4 
settled under the proprietor, who acted as Governor, from October, 
1682, to August, 1684. Thefirst assembly hi the province of Penn- 
sylvania was holden at Chester, on the 4th of December, 1682. 
Thus WilUam Penn, justly celebrated as a great and good man, had 
the honor of layingthe foundation of tlie present populous and rer 
spectable State of jPennsylvania. 

The proprietary governihent in Carolina, was attended with ao 
many inconveniences, and occasioned such voileijt dissentions 
among the settlers, that the parliament of Great Britain was indur 
ced to take the province under their own immediate care. The 
Proprietors (except Lord Granville) accepted of 22,500L sterlings 
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from the crown, for the pi-operty and jurisdiction. This agree- 
ment was ratified by act of Parliament m 1729. A clause in this 
act reserved to Lord Granville, his eighth share of the property, and 
arrears of quit-rents, which continued legally vested m his family, 
tUl the revolution in 1776. Lord Granville's share made a part of 
the present state of North-Carolina. About the year 1 729, the ex- 
tensive territory belonging to the proprietors, was divided into North 
and South Carolina. They remained separate royal governments, 
until tliey became independent States. 

For therelief of indigent people of Great-Britain and Ireland, and 
for the security of Carolina, a project was formed for planting a col- 
ony between the rivers Savannah and Altamaha. Accordingly ap- 
plication being made to King George, the second, he issued letters 
patent bearing date June 9th, 1732, for legally carrying into execu- 
tion the benevolent plan. In honour of the king, who greatly 
encouraged the plan, tney called the new province Georgia. Twen- 
ty-one Trustees were appointed to conduct the affairs relating to the 
"settlement of the province. The November following, one hundred 
and fifteen personfejone of whom was General Oglethorpe, embarked 
for Georgia, whenPthev arrived, and landed at Yamacraw. In 
exploring the country, they found an elevated and pleasant spot of 
ground on the bank of a navigable river, upon which they marked 
out a town, and from the Indian name of the river which passed by 
it, called it Savannah. From this period we may date the settlement 
of Georgia. 

The country, now called Kentucky, was well known to the In- 
dian traders, many years before its settlement. They gave descrip- 
tions of it to Lewis Evans, vvho published liis first map of it, as 
early as the year 1752. James Macbride, with some others, explor- 
ed tnis country in 1 754. Col. Daniel B^on visited it in 1 769. 

Four years after. Col. Boon and his family, with five other famiUes, 
who were joined by forty men from Powell's Valley, begun the settle- 
ment of Kentucky,* which was erected into an independent state, 
by act of Congress, December Gth, 1790, and received into the 
Union, June 1st, 1792. 

The tract of country called Vermont, before the late war, was 
claimed both by New- York and New-Hampshire. When hostili- 
ties conmienced between Great Britain and her Colonies, the inhabi- 
tants, considering themselves as in a state of nature, as to civil gov- 
ernment, and not w ithin any legal jurisdiction, associated and formed 
for themselves a constitution of government. Under this constitu- 



♦ This gettiement was made in Tiolation of the Treaty of 1768, at Fort Stanifiix, 
which expressly stipulates, that this tract of couqtrj should he reserved for the western 
Indian nations to hunt upon, until they and the crown of England should otherwise 
agree. This has been one great cause of the enmity of those Indian nations to the 
Yirgioians. [Col. Morgan.] 
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tion, after a long controversy with New- York and New-Hanipsliire, 
they have ever since continued to exercise all the powers of an inde- 
pendent Stale. Vermont was not admitted into tne Union with the 
other States, till March 4th, 1791 ; yet we may venture to date her 

Eolitical existence, as a separate government, from the year 1777, 
ecause, since that time, Vermont has, to all intents and purposes, 
been a sovereign and independent State. The first settlement within 
its limits was made at Bennington, as early as about 1 764. 

The extensive tract of country lying north-west of the Ohio River, 
within the limits of the Unitedi otates, was erected into a separate 
territorial government by an ordinance of Congress passed the 13th 
of July, 1787. 

About the middle of the last century, the Shawanee Indians, who 
lived on the Savannah River, in Georgia, removed and settled on tlie 
Cumberland River, near the present site of Nashville. They were 
not suffered, however, long to remain in this fine country ; but were 
driven off by the more powerful Cherokees. 

This country was mcluded in the second cliarter granted by 
Charles II. to the proprietors of Carolina ; and in a subsequent di- 
vision it was made a part of North-Carolina. 

Its situation was so remote from the sea-board, beyond the moun- 
tains, and inhabited by Indians, that no settlement of white people 
wasfittempted here, till near the conmiencement of the revolutiona- 
ry war. The first settlers planted themselves on the Watauga 
Kiver. Here they cohtinued several years secluded and unnoticed 
by the government of North-Carolina, and under no laws but of 
their own enaction. Their military operations in the revolutionary 
war, were connected with those of the western settlers of Virginia. 

The year 1776, was signalized by a formidable invasion by the 
Cherokees. The intention of these Indians was to depopulate the 
country, as far as Kanhawa, because the brave people inhabiting 
this territoiy had rejected, with a noble firmness and indignation, the 
proposals of Henry Stewart and Alexander Cameron, to ioin the 
feritish standard, and were almost unanimous in their resoUition to 
support the measures of Congress. This invasion issued in a total 
.defeat of the Indians. The first appearance of any persons from this 
diirtrict, in the public councils of North-CaroUna, Avas in the conven- 
tion that framed the constitution of that state, in 1 776* 

Tennessee became a distinct Territorial Goverement in 1790, and 
in 1796, was erected, in due form, into an independent State, mak- 
ingthe 16th in the Union. 

The whole country now embraced within the limits of Ohio, was 
originally included in the charters of Virginia and Connecticut- 
Virginia claimed all the country between the parallels of 36 deg. 30 
min..and 41 deg. N. and Comiecticut, that from 41 to 42. 

In 1 784, Virginia resigned to the Congress of the United States her 
whole jurisdiction north of Ohio : and wr title to the soil within the 
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present linuts of the State of Ohio, except the tract between the 
Scioto and Little Miami Rivers. 

In 1786, Connecticut ceded her claim to the soil and jurisdiction 
of that part of her territory, which lies west of a meridian line, 1 20 
miles distant from the western boundary of Pennsylvania. This 
meridian Ime passes through the middle of Sandusky Bay, near the 
western extremity of Lake Erie. 

In 1800, she relinquished her jurisdiction over the part which lies 
east of that meridian, but retained her daim to the soil. This tract 
is called the Connecticut Reserve^ or J^^ew Connecticut, 

The first settlement made by the whites witlrin the present limits 
of Ohio, was in 1788, by a party from New Endand, imder the 
direction of Ruftis Putnam, Esq. who made an establishment at the 
mouth of the Muskingum River. 

For several years previous to 1795, an unhappy Indian war had 
checked the settlement of this territory. In August of that year, 
however, a treaty was hoWen with the hostile tribes at Greenville, and 
their differences amicably adjusted. From this period the increase 
of population and improvement has been incessant ^nd unexampled. 

All the territory of the United States north-west of the river Ohio, 
including the present state of Ohio, from 1787 to 1800, was embraced 
under one territorial government. In i 800, Ohio was detached from 
the rest, and placed under a separate territorial government tmtii 
1 802, whcjtt it was admitted into me Union, as an independent state. 

The dame Louisiana was originally applied to the whole coimtry 
west of the Mississippi, included within the limits of the present stat€9 
of Louisiana and Missouri, and of the Arkansaw and Missouri Ter- 
ritories. Its boundaries for a long time remained a subject of much 
controversy. 

This country was first discovered by Ferdinand de Soto, in 1541. 
The first French colony was planted by Mons. Iberville, of Canada, 
in 1699. 

In 1718 and 1719, while the exclusive trade of the country was in 
the hands of a company, a numerous colony of labourers, collected 
from France, Germany, and Switzerland, and allured by the most 
flattering promises and expectations, were conveyed to Louisiana, 
and settled in a district called Biloxi^ on the island of Orieans ; the 
miserable fate of this colony, who perished by hundreds, for a long 
time ruined the reputation of Louisiana; and this enchanting coun- 
try was afterwarcfs execrated, and its very name, for a while, was a 
reproach. It became the receptacle of the lowest and most profligate 
persons in the kingdom. 

In 1762, France, by a secret treaty, ceded Louisiana to Spain. 

By the treaty of St. Ildefonso,ofOct. 1, 1800, confirmed by that of 
JVfadrid, on the 21st of March 1800, Spain ceded the country back to 
France. 

In 1 803, the United States purchased Louisiana from France for 
about the sum of 1 5.000,000 of dollars. 
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Soon after the purchase, the present State of Louisiana was sepa* 
rated from the rest of the territory, under the name of the Territoty pj 
Orleans. 

In 1811, the Territoryof Orleans was made a state, and admitted 
into the Union, under the name of Louisiana. 

In 1812, possession was taken of West Florida, by the United 
States, and the part west of Peeu"! River was incorporated with Lou- 
isiana. 

Indiana, till January 1801, formed a part o( the North-Westem 
Territory. At that period' it was, togetner with what now consti- 
tutes the State of Illinois, erected into a territorial government, under 
the name of the Indiana 'Territory. In 1 809, Ilunois was separat- 
ed from it. In 1 816 Indiana became an independent state, and was 
admitted into the Union. 

In Nov. 181 1, a bloody battle was fought at Tippacanoe, 100 miles 
from Vincennes, between the troops of the United States and the 
Indians ; the latter, of course, were the victors. 

Until within a few years this country was almost entirely in the 
hands of the Indians. The French, previous to 1756, had some 
small settlements at Vincennes, Cahokia, and Kaskaskias. But the 

Eeople were few in number, detached from each other, and Uved by 
unting, and Indian traffic, rather than by agriculture. 

Since 1803, the United States have purchased, at various times, 
large tracts of land in this state, from the Indians, aiKi but small 
portions of their former territories now remain in their possession. 

Illinois w^s a part of the Indiana Territory, till 1809, when it 
was erected into a separate territorial government. In 1 818, it was 
admitted into the Umon on the same footing with the original states. 

In 1773, Gen. Putnam, Capt. Enos, and Mr. Ljonan attempted a 
settlement on thq Lousa Chitto, in the present state of Mississippi, 
which failed. 

In 1779, the British took possession of the Natchez country, which 
at this period was settling fast by emigrations from the northern states. 

In 1795, when this state, wim Alabama, belonged to the State of 
Georgia, its legislature sold to four different companies about twen- 
ty-two milUon acres of its lands ; which were afterwards purchased 
principally by gentlemen in the middle and eastern states. Serious 
disputes followed concerning these lands, which, after long contro- 
versy, have been adjusted between the purchasers and th^ United 
States. 

In 1800, the western part of Georgia, which now forms the states 
of Mississippi and Alabama, was erected into a territorial govern- 
ment. 

By treaty, in Dec. 1801, at fort Adams, the Choctaw Indians 
relinquished to the United States all the land in Mississippi, between 
the old Une of demarkation, established by the British, and the Mis- 
sissippi River, boimded S. by the 31st degree of lat. and N. by the 
Yazoo River. 
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In Dec. 1817, the western part of the then Mississippi territoty, 
was erected by act of Congress, into a state called Mississippi, and 
the eastern part into a territorial government, named Alabama, 
which, March Sd, 1819, was erected into an independe t state. 

The Missouri state embraces only a part of what was called 
Missouii Territory. It was erected into a state March 2d, 1821. 
ThSit part of the Territory not included in the state, still bears the 
general name of Missouri Territory. 

AH the Missouri Territory south of " A line beginning on the Mis- 
sissippi Riv^r, at lat. 36 N. running thence W. to the river St. Franr 
cis ; thence up the same, north, to fat. 36 deg. 30 min. thence W. to 
the western t^ritorial line,'' was formed into a new Territory by an 
act of March, 1 81 9, by the name of Arkansaw Territory. 

In 1667, Lewis XlV. sent a party of soldiers to Detroit to protect 
the French fur-traders. The soldiers between that time ana 1683, 
built a fort at this place, and another at Michihmackinack, and soon 
extended their commerce to Green Bay, west of lake Michigan, and 
thence to the Indians on the Mississippi. The Iroquois, however, 
steadily opposed their progress. The French government neglected 
the settlements, and they never flourished, as colonies. The war of 
1 756 dispossessed the French of all their North- American posses- 
sions ; and, among the rest, of these settlements. They remained in 
a neglected state in the hands of the British, till the peace of 1 783 gave 
them over to the United States, and a governor was appointedj in 
July, 1 787, for all the Territory N. W. of the Ohio. In 1 796, the fort 
of Detroit was delivered, in form, by the English to the United States, 
agreeably to treaty ; and this fine peninsula was formed into a county, 
andcalleid W^aync, which, in 1805, was erected into aterritoral gov- 
ernment, by the name of Michigan. 

In 1812, July 17, Fort Michilimackinac was surrendered to the 
British, and on the 16th of August following. Fort Detroit, with about 
t; 1400 troops, and remained in their hands till the peace of 1 81 4. 

Sebastian Cabot discovered the country since called Florida, ill 
1497. Ponce sailed along the eastern coast in 1512, and took pos- 
session of it in the name of the king of Spain. The first attempt to 
settle it, was made in 1524, by Luke Vasques ; 4he second in 1528, 
by Pampilo de Narvaez, who had received a grant of the country from 
Charles V. ; the third by Ferdinand de Soto, govemour of Cuba, in 
1539 ; who landed with 600 men, and 200 horses, and travelled west- 
ward ; passed the second winter among the Chickasaw Indians ; 
thence crossed the Mississippi, proceeded to Red River, where he 
died.* John Ribalt, a Frenchman, took possession in 1 562. Pedro 
Melandez, a Spaniard, broke up the I^'rench settlement in 1565 ; and 
Dominique de Gourges, a soldier of Gascony, drovelaway the Span- 
ards in 1568. The King of France disowning the acts of De 



♦Williamaon's His. Coll. N. Carolina, p. 16. 
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Crourges, the French soon quitted the country, and the Spaniards 
re-occupied it. 

In 1736, it was ceded to Great Britain, in exchange for the 
Havannah. West Florida was taken by the Spaniai-ds, in 1781, 
and both countries ceded to Spain in 1783. In Feb. 1819, both the 
Floridas were ceded to the United States, by Spain, though a great 
part of W. Florida, had been claimed by tne United States, under 
the treaty of 1 803. The possession of tms territory, and the exten- 
sion of our western boundary to the Pacific Ocean, gives a proper 
shape to our country, and makes a well proportioned and beautiful 
map. Thie possession of Florida will be of incalculable advantage 
to the United States. The Island of Cuba is in sight from some 
parts of it ; it has good harbours for commerce ; a good soil, in 
many parts, for agriculture, and will furnish abundance of the tropi- 
cal fruits and productions. 

This country was erected into a Territory j in the usual form, 
in 1 822. 

We close the foregoing summary with the following Table* 

A TABLE showing the Population of the U. States in 1790 and 1826 ; the 
amount of Militia by the last returns ; and the number of Revolutionary 
Pensieners. 
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Connecticut 


232,374 
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85,298 
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Brief Sketch of Hie names and character of a numher of the principal Indian 
Tribes^ who inhabited this country, at the period of its firet settlement by 
European fimigrants, and an account of some of the most signal subsequent 
Indian Wars. 

In a history of our country, which goes back to its first discovery 
and settlement, the reader will naturally wish and expect to fina 
some account of its original inhabitants, of the names, location, num- 
bers, and character of their several tribes ; and of the most interest- 
ing wars which have happened between them, and the wliite peo- 
ple, who now possess the soil, wliich these Aborigines once csilled 
their own. Tliis information we give in the cjiapter on which we 
now enter, . . . ^ 

In 1674, Daniel Gookin, gentleman, pubUshed " Historical Col- 
lections, of the Indian Nations who inhaoited New-England, before 
the arrival of its first English settlers.'' From these Collections are 
made the following extracts.* 

" The principal nations of Indians, that did, or do, inhabit New- 
England, are five: 1. Pequots; 2. Narragansitts ; 3. Pawkun- 
nawkutts; 4. Massachusetts; and 5. Pawtucketts.^ 

"The Pequots, or Pequods, were a people seated in the most 
southerly bounds of New-England ; whose country the English of 
the Connecticut jmisdiction doth now, for the most part, possess. 
This nation were a very wariike and potent people, almost forty 
years since; (1630) at wliich tune they were in their meridian. 
Their chief sachem held dominion over divers petty sagamores ; as 
over part of Long Island, the Mohegans, and the sagamores of Qui- 
napeake, yea over all the people that dwelt upon the Connecticut 
River, and over some of the most southerly inhabitants of the Nip- 
muck countiy, about Qmnabaag. The principal sachem hved at, 
or about, Pequot, now called New-London. These Pequots, as old 
Indians relate, could, in former times, raise 4000 men fit for war ; 
and held hostility with their eastern and northern neighbours, called 
Narragansitts, or Nechegansitts. 

"Tne Narragansitts were a great people heretofore ; and the terri- 
tory of their sachem extended about 30 or 40 miles from Sekunk 
River, and Narragansitt Bay, including Rhode Island, and other 
islands in that bay, being then east and north bounds, and so run- 
ning ^sterly and southerly imto a place called Wekapage, four or 
five miles to the eastward of Pawcutuk River, which was reckoned 
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for their soulh and west border, and the easternmost limits of tlie 
Pequots. This sachem held dominion over divers petty governors ; 
as partof Lc)ng Island, Block Island, Cawesitt, Niantick, and others, 
and had tribute from some of the Nipmuck Indians, that Uved re- 
mote from the sea. The cliief seat of this sachem w^as about Narra- 
gansitt Bay, and Cannonicut Island. The Nairagansitts were reck- 
oned, in former times, able to arm for war, more than 5000 men, as 
ancient Indians say. All agree that they were ^ great people, and 
oftenfimes waged war with the Pawkunnawkutt?^ and Massachu- 
setts, as well as with the Pequots. The jurisdiction of Rhode Isl- 
and and Providence Plantations, and part of Connecticut people, pos» 
sess their country. These Indians are now but few comparatively : 
all that people cannot make above one thousand able men. 

" The Pawkimnawkntts were a great people heretofore. They 
lived to the east, and nortli-east of the Narragansitts ; and their chief 
sachem heW dominion over divers petty sagamores ; on the island of 
Nantuckett, Martha's Vineyard, and others near them, and over 
some of the Nipmucks. Their country, for the most part, falls within 
the jurisdiction of New Plymouth Colony. This people were a po- 
tent nation in former times ; and could raise, as the most credible and 
ancient Indians affinn, about 3000 jpen. They held war with the 
Narragansitts; and oft^ joined with die Massachusetts, as 
friends and confederates against the Narragansitts. This nation, a 
very great number of them, were swept away by an epidemical and 
unwonted sickness, of 1612 and 1613, about seven or eight years be- 
fore the English first arrived in those parts, to settle the colony of 
New Plymouth. Thereby divine^rovidence made way for the cjuiet 
and pe9.ceable settlement of the English in the depopulated tenitory 
of those nations. What tliis disease was, that so generally and mor- 
tally swept away, not only these, but other Indians, their neighbours, 
I cannot well learn. Doubtless it was some pestilential disease* 
I have discoursed with some old Indians, that were then youths ; who 
say that the bodies of the sick all over were exceeding yellow, 
describing it by a yellow garment they showed me, both before they 
died, and afterward. 

" The Massachusetts, being ,the next great people northward, in- 
habited principally about that place in Massachusetts Bay, where the 
ix)dy of the English now dwell. These were a numerous and great 
{)eople. Their chief sachem held dominion oyer many other petty 
governors ; as those of Weechagaskas, Neponsitt, Punkapaog, Non- 
antem, Nashaway, some of the Nipmuck people, as far as rokom- 
tacucke, as the old men. of Massachusetts affirmed^ This people 
could, in former times, arm for war, about 3000 men^ as the old In- 
dians declare. They were in hostility veiy often vnth the Narra- 
gansitts ; but held amity, for the most part, with the Pawkunnaw- 
kutts, who Uved on the south border, and with the Pawtucketts, who 
inhabited on their north and north-east limits. In 1612 and 1613, 
these people were also sorely smitten by the hand of God, with th^ 



28^ SKETCH OF THE [16l« 

same disease before mentioned ; which destroyed the most of them, 
and made room for the English people of Massachusetts Colony, 
which people this country, and the next, called Pawtuckett. There 
are not of this people lelt at this day above three hundred men, be- 
sides women and children. 

" Pavitvckett is the fifth and last sachemship of Indians, Their 
country lyeth north, and north-east from the Massachusetts, whose 
dominion reacheth so far as the EngUsh jurisdiction, or colony of the 
Massachusetts, doth now extend, and had under them several other 
smaller sagamores ; as the Pennakooks, Agawames, Naamkuks, 
Pascatawayes, Accomintas, and others. They were also a consid- 
erable people heretofore, about 3000 men ; and held amity with the 
people of Massachusetts, But these also were almost totally des- 
troyed by the great sickness before mentioned ; so that at this day, 
they are not above 250 men, besides women and children. Tms 
country is now inhabited by the EngUsh under the government of 
Massachusetts." 

The Aboriginal tribes, who inhabited the territory, now comprised 
in the State of Maine, were the following, furnished to the Com- 
piler for his Report to the President of the United States, on Indian 
affairs,* by the Hon. W. D. ^illiamson. 

probable originaJ 
numbers about 
the year 1616. 

1 000 \^' ^^^ Newicbwannucks, on the Piscataq^ua. 

' \ J 2. The Ossippee tribes, on the river ol the same name, 

emptying into, and forming, the Sapo. 
400. 3. The Pigwackets, whose principal town, a resting place, 

was the present Fry burgh, above the Ossippee. 
500. 4. Tb^ Amariscoggins, at the head of Casco Bay : These 

Indians, as far east as the Kennebec, were gei^erally 
called by the generic name of " AbenaquiesJ*^ 
600. 5. The Norridgewock tribe, whose ancient town, or head- 

quarters, was the presdnt town of Norridgewock, thirty 
miles above Hallowell, on the Kennebec. Of all the 
tribes above-mentioned, a few only, say twenty souls of 
the latter, remain. 
000. 6. The Pemaauids. This was a powerful tribe ^ probably 

at the head of the Tairrateens^ till the great and mortal 
sickness among the natives along the whole coast, from 
the Penobscot to Narraganset^ A. D. 1617. The seat of 
the Pemaquids was at Bristol, in the county of Lincoln, 
fifteen miles east of Bath. 
J, 300. 7. The Penobscots, ) These two tribes resided on the 

600. 8. The Passamaquoddies, ^ River and Bay which bear their 

■ respective names, in the eastern part of AJaine, where 

5,000. small remnants of both tribes remain. 

The probable numbers of natives in the territoiy, constituting the present 
jState of Maine, two cei^turies ago, was 5 or 6000 souls. 

The inland tribes, according to Mr. Gookin, " however distin- 
guished among themselves, were generally denominated Mahas^ or 

See Report App. p. 67/ 



1€50] PRINCIPAL INDIAN TRIBES. ^ 

Mohawks," those particularly who lived between the Hudson, 
and St. Lawrence Kivers, in the northern part of the present Stati# 
Df New- York, between lat. 42 and 44 deg. N. on the great Lakes, 
and south, as far as Chesapeak Bay, the above named historian 
states, Uved a numerous race of Indians, whom he supposes to be the 
same as those called by Capt. Smith, in his history of Virginia, Mas-* 
sawomeks* Report stated that these Indians understood the lan- 
guages of the New-England Indians. ^ 

Tne primitive inhabitants of Penn^lvania aircl New- Jersey, were 
the Delawares, once ranking among the most respectable and pow- 
erful nations on this continent. 

The Iroquois Indians, embracing under this general name, the 
^ohawks, or Mahas, after expelUng the Hurons^ and exterminating' 
the ^ne^, who inhabited the country bordering on the great Lakes, 
which now bear their names, events which happened about the years 
1650 to 1660, took possession of this vast Territory, and retained it 
for more than a century after. Their hunting country, which they 
once occupied, is now embraced in the State of Ohio, and while in 
their possession was called Canahague. 

ThQ hereditary country of the Iroquois was between Lake Cham- 
plain and the Iroquois, now called St. Lawrence River. 

Without naming more of the nations, who originally inhabited this 
country, I proceed to give a summary account of some of the princi- 
p«J and most interesting of their wars with each other, and with the 
French and English settlers. 

1. THE PEQUOT WAR. 

This is a dismal section of our history. The time has been, when 
pious Christians had so lost sight of their Saviour's precepts and 
examples as to engaee in unnecessary war. Excepting this war of 
extermination, which lasted but a few days, our forefathers lived 
about fifty years in peace with the Indians ; and had they as Chris- 
tians duly considered the importance of peace, the preciousness of 
human life, and that war partakes of the spirit of murder, and had 
they taken suitable care to dispense perfect justice to their red breth- 
ren, to soothe, to^.. <^tisfy, and instruct them, probably this, and most 
of the subsequent v/ars with them, might have been prevented. Pru- 
dence and good sense may persuade these people, and preserve theii* 
friendship. " The differences we have had with them have gener- 
ally been more owing to us than to them."* Did not truth and 
impartiaUty forbid, we could vsdsh this declaration erased from the vol- 
ume. The reader may, however, gain some benefit ; he may learn 
how dreadful is a spirit of war ; he may learn how far good men, 
while ignorant and under the influence of an erroneous conscience, 
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may fall short of that temper which is required in the gospel. While 
you diudder at the narrative of blood and murder, you may with 
new fervour pray the God of peace, to hasten the day, when " na- 
tions shall learn war no more,'' when Jesus shall reign a thousand 
years of peace. 

In 1634, the Indians murdered Capt. Stone and Capt. Norton, 
with six others, in a bark sailing up Connecticut River. The next 

J ear they killed part of a crew, who had been shipwrecked on Long 
sland. In the year 1636, at Block Island, they killed Mr. Oldham. 
To obtain satisfaction for these injuries, the covemour and council of 
Massachusetts sent ninety men, who sailed under the command of 
Captains Endicott, Underbill and Turner. They had commission to 
•put to death the men of Block Island, but to spare the women and 
children, to make them prisoners, and take possession of the Island. 
Then they were to visit the Pequots, and demand the murderers of 
Capt. Stone, and the other English ; and a thousand fathoms of 
wampum for damages, and some of their children for hostages. Force 
was to be emploved, if they refused. They arrived in September at 
Block Island ; the \\ind being north-east, and a high surf, it was dif- 
ficult landing. About 40 Indians gave a shot from their bows, and 
fled. The island was covered with bushes, but had no good timber. 
They traversed it for two days, burned two villages of wigwams, and 
some corn, of which there was about 200 acres, and then retired.. 

Thence they directed their course for Connecticut River ; where 
they 'xx)k twenty men, and two shallops, to assist them, and return- 
ed to Pecjuot River, (now the Thames) " landing in much danger, the 
shore being high, rapiged rocks." Three hundred natives were soon 
assembled, who triilcd with the demand of Endicott, encouraging 
him, yet delaying to observe his demand, when he assured them he 
had come for the purpose of fighting. Tliey immediately witlidrew ; 
when they liad proceeded beyond musket shot, he pursued them ; 
two of them were killed, and others wounded ; the English burned 
their wigwams, and returned. The next day they went on shore the 
west side of the river, burned their wigwams, spoiled their canoes, 
and returned to NaiTaganset, and tlience to Boston. 

After the troops left Pequot River, the twenty men of Saybrook 
lay wind bound, when they imdertook to fctchj^way the Indians' 
com. Having carried one load, and supphed themselves a second 
lime, tlie Indians assaulted them ; they returned the fire, which was 
continued most of the afternoon. One of the English was wounded. 
Two days after, five men at Saybrook were attacked in the field, one 
was taken prisoner, the others fled, one having five arrows in him, 
A fortnight after, three men in the same neighbourhood were fowling, 
two of whom were taken pris(Miers. 

O(jtober 21, Miantonomo, the sachem of Narraganset, came to 
Boston with two sons of Canonicus, another sachem, " and twenty 
sanops." Twenty musketeers met him at Roxbury. The sachems 
declared, that they had always loved the English, and desired fimi 
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so contagious are malignant passions. This was done, because they 
had tortured some of our men taken captive. 

The army sailed from Connecticut River, i)assed Pequot, or the 
Thames, and entered the Narra^nset or Mistick. They w«re join- 
ed by five hundred Narraganset Indians ; but as the army marched 
to the intended scene of acticm, these daring sons of war fell in the 
rear or fled. So terrible was the name of Sassacus, who was in one 
of the two forts where the Pequots had assembled, and which the 
En^ish designed immediately to assault : " Sassacus," they said, 
" was all one a God, nobody could kill him." The army silently 
moved by the light of the moon toward the nearest fort. Wequasn^ 
tfieir guiae and spy, brought them word, that the Pequots in the fort 
were all asleep. Seeing the English vessels f)ass them in the course 
of the day, supposing they had returned home in terror, they had simg 
and danced with joy till midnight, and were now bmied in deep sleep. 
Captain Mason approached the east side and Underbill the west side 
of the fort ; a dog barked ; the centinel awoke : he cried, JVannvx^ 
fVannuXj i. e. English, English ; the troops soon entered the fort, 
which consisted of trees set in the ground, two winding passages 
being left open ; a di-eadful carnage followed. Instantly the guns oi 
the English were directed to the noors of the wigwams, which were 
covered with" their sleeping inhabitants. Terrible was the conster- 
nation to be roused irom their dreams by the blaze and thunder of 
the English musketry ; if they came forth, the Einglish swords waited 
to pierce them ; if they reached the pallisadoes, and attempted to 
climb over, the fatal balls brought them down ; their combustible 
dwellings, crowded together, were soon m flames ; many of them 
roasted and burned to death, rather than venture out ; others fled 
back to their burning houses, and were consumed, to escape the 
English swords.* The English endeavoured to save the women 
and children alive ; which the men observing, in anguish and dyinjg 
terror, cried, I Squaw^ I Squaw, in hopes of finding mercy ; but their 
hour was come. Their dwellings being wrapped in fire, the army 
retired and surrounded the fort : to escape was impossible ; like a 
herd of deer they fell before the deadly weapons of the English. 
The earth was soon drenched in their blood and covered with their 
bodies. In a few minutes, five or six himdred of them lay gasping 
in their blood, or silent in death. The darkness of the forest, the 
blaze of the dwellings, thq rivulets of blood, the ghastly looks of the 
dead, the groans of the dying, the shrieks of the women and children, 
the yells of the friendly sa\'ages, presented a scene of sublimity and 
horror indescribably dreadful. 

The same morning, May 20, 1637, their pinnaces arrived with 
provisioas in Pequot harbour to relieve their necessities. They were 
m the country of their enemies ; Ihe mighty Sassacus and his garri- 
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son were near, ready to fall upon them ; they were parched with 
thirst, and fainting with hunger. But they directed their march for 
Pequot harbour, which they considered six miles distant. On the 
way they were assailed by three hundred savages, furious as bears 
bereaved of their whelps. Being repelled with courage, they retir^ ; 
when they found their slaughtered friends at the fort, their grief and 
madness were indiscribable ; they stamped the ground; they tore 
their hair ; they roared and howled like wolves oi the forest. 

The Massachusetts troops, under Captain Stoughton, did ncft 
arrive till the latter part of June. By the assistance of the Narra- 
gansets, they surrounded a swamp and took eighty captives ; thirty 
of them were men, all of whom, excepting two sachems, they killed. 
Those who had escaped from the Connecticut forces retired to the 
fort of Sassacus ; they upbraided him with their misfortunes ; they 
separated ; they were scattered over the country. All the other 
tribes exulted in their fall, attacked and killed them wherever they 
found them, or sent them to the English as prisoners, or havmg killed 
them, sent their heads ^nd limbs. 

Captain Stoughton and his company pursued a party beyond Con- 
necticut River, but not finding them, he returned to Pequot River, 
where he heard of a hundred ; he marched, found and killed twenty- 
two men, took two sachems and a number of women and children, 
thirty of whom were given to the Narragansets, forty-eight were sent 
to Boston, who were placed in different families. 

A few days after, Capt. Stoughton being joined by Capt. Mason 
and troops of Connecticut, sailed for New-Haven with eighty men. 
They killed six Indians, and took two. At a head of land east of 
New-Haven, now Guilford, they beheaded tvvo sachems, and called 
the place Sachem's Head, which name it still retains. A Pequot 
prisoner had his life given him on condition of his finding Sassacus; 
he found him, and brought the intelhgence to the English ; but Sas- 
sacus suspecting the mischief, with Mononotto, another famous 
chief, fled to the Mohawks. In a swamp, three miles west of Fair- 
field, eighty of their men and two hundred women and children had 
concealed themselves. Capt. Stoughton by information from a Pe- 

fuot spy, whom he had employed, discovered them ; Lieutenant 
)avenport and two or three others endeavouring to enter, were 
badly wounded. A fire was kept up for several hours, when the 
Indians desired a parley and offered to yield. They came forth in 
small numbers, during the afternoon, in which time two himdred 
women and children had resigned themselves, with the sachem of 
the place ; but night coming on, the men would not come out, and 
declaim they would fight ; accorcUngly, a constant firing was kept 
up aU night. Toward morning, it oeing very dark, the Pequots 
crept silently out of the swamp and fled. So terminated the Pequot 
war, and Pequot nation. Sassacus, with twenty or thirty attend- 
Imts, had flea to the Mohawks, who treacherously violating aU the 
bwsdf bo^italihr, slew them, being b^:ed asit wa3 supposed by tM 
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in forts ; by which means they were brought to such straits and pov- 
erty, that had it not been for relief they had from the English, in 
compensation for labour, doubtless many of them had suffered fam- 
ine. For they were driven from their planting fields through fear, 
and from their fishing and hunting places ; yea they durst not g© 
into the woods, to seek roots and nuts to sustain their Uves. But 
this good effect the war had upon some of them, namely, to turn 
them from idleness ; for now necessity forced them to labour with 
the EngUsh in hoeing, reaping, picking hops, cutting wood, making 
hay, and making stone fences, and like necessary employments, 
wnereby they got victuals and clothes. 

" The Mohawks had great advantages over our poor Indian neigk- 
bours ; for they are inured to war and hostility ; ours, not inured to it. 
Besides, the manner of the Mohawks in their attempt, gives them 
much advantage, and puts ours to terror. The Mohawks' man- 
ner is, in the spring of the year, to march forth in parties seversJ 
ways, under a captain, and not above fifty in a troop. And when 
they come near tne place that they design to spoil, they take up 
some secret place in the woods for their general rendezvous. Leav- 
ing some of their company there, they divide themselves into small 
parties, three, or four, or hve in a company ; and then go and seek 
for prey. These small parties repair near to the Indian habitations, 
and lie in ambushments by the pali) sides, in some secure places ; and 
when they see passengers come, they fire upon them with guns ; and 
such as they kill or wound, they seize on and pillage, and strip their 
bodies ; ana then with their knives, take off the skm and hair of the 
Bcalp of their head, as large as a satin or leather cap ; and so leav- 
ing them for dead, they pursue the rest, and take such as they can 
pnsoners, and serve them in the same kind ; excepting at sometime, 
if they take a pretty youth or girl that they fancy, they save them 
alive : and thus they do, as often as they meet any Indians. They 
always carefully preserve the scalps of the head, drying the inside 
with not ashes ; and so carry them home as trophies of their valour, 
for which they are rewarded. 

" And now I am speakingof their cruel and murtherous practices, 
I shall here mention a true and rare story of the recovery of an In- 
dian maid, from whose head ihe Mohawks had stript the scalp in 
the manner before mentioned, and broken her skull, and left her for 
dead ; and afterward she was found, recovered, and is alive at this 
day. The story is thus. 

" III the year 1670, a party of Mohawks, being looking after their prey, met 
with some Indians in the woods, belonging to Naamkeek, or Wamesit, upoir 
the north side of Merrimack River, not far from some English houses ; vvhere» 
falling upon these Indians, that were travelling in a path, they killed some, 
and took others, whom they also killed ; and among the rest, a young maid of 
about fourteen years old was taken, and the scalp of her head taken off, and 
her skull broken, and left for dead with others. Some of the Indians escaping:, 
came to their fellows ; and with a party of men, they went forth to bring df 
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the dead bodies, where they found this maid with life in her. So they brought 
her home, and got Lieutenant Tomas Henchman, a good man, and one that 
bath inspection over timm by ray order, to use means for her recovery ; 
and though he had little hope thereof, yet he took the best care he could about 
it ; and as soon as conveniently he could, sent the girl to an ancient and skil- 
ful woman living at Woburn, about ten miles distant, called Goodwife Brooks^ 
to get her to use her best endeavours to recover the maid ; which, by the 
blessing of God, she did, though she were about two years or more in curiQg 
ber. I was at Goodwife Brooks* house in May, 1673, when she was in cure ; 
and she showed me a piece or two of the skull, that she had taken out. And 
in May last, 1674, the second day. I being among the Indians at' Pawtuckett, 
to keep court, and Mr. Eliot, ana Mr. Richard Daniel, and others, with me, I 
saw the maid alive and in health ; and looked upon her head, which was whole, 
except a little spot as big as a sixpence might cover, and the maid fat and lusty: 
but there was no hair come again upon the head, where the scalp was flayed off^ 
This cure, as isome skilful in chirurgeiy apprehend, is extraordinary and won- 
derful ; and hence the glory and praise is to be ascribed to God, that worketli 
wonders without number. 

" Before I leave this discourse of the Mohawks, I shall give you 
4 short narrative of five armed Mohawks, that were apprehended 
and imprisoned in Cambridge, in September, 1665, as I remember. 

** There were five Mohawks, all stout and lusty youn^ men, and well 
armed, that came into one John Taylor's house, in Cambridge, in the after- 
noon. They were seen to come out of a swamp, not far from the house. The 
people of the house, which I think were only two women and a lad then at 
home, seeing them so armed ; for they ^ad every one of them a firelock gun^ 
a pistol, an helved hatchet, a long knife hanging about their necks, and eveiy 
one had his pack, or knapsack, well furnished witli powder and bullets, and 
other necessaries ; and also the people perceived that their speech was differ* 
ent from our neighbour Indians ; for these Mohawks speak hollow and through 
the throat more than our Indians ; and their language is understood but by 
veiy few of our neighbour Indians :— I say, the people of the house suspected 
them, sent privily to them that had authority, a little distance in the town, Uy 
give order and direction in this matter. Hereupon a constable with a party 
of men came to the hoiise, and seized them without any resistance. Some 
think tiiey were willing to be apprehended, that they may better see and ob- 
serve the English manner of living. The constable was ordered to carry them 
to prison, and secure them there, until such time as they might be examined ; 
which was done, and they were all put in irons, and their arms and thir^ taken 
from them and secured. The English had heard much, but never saw any of 
those Mohawks until now. They differ nothing from the other Indians, 
only in their speech. At their being im^irisoned and their being loaden with 
irons, they did not appear daunted or dejected ; but, as the manner of those 
Indians is, they sang night and day, when they were awake. 

" Within a day or two after, they were removed with a guard, from Cam- 
bridge to Boston prison, at which time the court sat ; before whom they were 
examined at several times, upon divers interrog;ations, too long to insert. The 
sum of their answer was, that they came not hither, with an intent to do the 
least wrong: to the Enelish, but to avenge themselves of the Indians, their 
enemies. They were told, it was inhumanity, and more like wolves than men^ 
to travel and wander so far from home, merely to kill and destroy men, 
women, and children, — for they could get no riches of our Indians, who were 
veiy poor, — and to do this in a secret, sculking manner, lying in ambushment. 
thickets, and swamps, by the way side, and so killing people in a base ana 
ignoble manner : whereas, if they were men of courage, valour, and nobloMii^ 
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of spirit, they wobid fight with their enemies opcul^r and in a plain field, 
\diich our Indians would ^Udiy accept, and engage with them, and make an 
end of the cruel war, one way or other ; hut thus tojje destroyed gradually, 
in such a manner, was altogether inhuman and barbarous. To these things 
Ihey answered shortly : It was their trade of life : they were bred up by theur 
ancestors, to act in this manner towards their enemies. 

"The Indians, our neighbours, flocked into Boston, in great numbers, not only 
to see those Mohawks, but earnestly to solicit the court, not to let them escape, 
but to put them to death, or at least, to deliver the Mohawks to them to be 
put to deatli. For, said they, these Mohawks are unto us, as wolves are to 
your sheep. They secretly seize upon us and our children, wherever they 
meet us, and destroy us. Now, if we had taken five wolves alive, and should 
let them go again, and not destroy thein, you Englishmen would be greatly 
olFended with us for such an act : and surely, said they, the lives of men are 
of more worth than be&sts. 

" These kind of arguings and solicitations of our neighbour Indians, put the 
court upon serious thoughts, how to manage this affair, as became wise and 
Christian men. For as, on the one hand, the Mohawks had never done any 
wrong to the English ; and that we should begin a breach with them, in taking 
away these men's lives, we well knew the temper and spirit of that people was 
so cruel, and bloody, and revengeful, that they might, and probably would, in 
a secret and sculking way, destroy many of our people, so that none could be 
safe in their goings out and comings in : on the other hand, it was considered, 
that our neighbour Indians would be offended, that we did not gratify their 
desires. But of these two evils the court chose to avoid the former : foras- 
much as we had more ties and obligations upon our neighbours, both oi Chris- 
tianity, and sobriety, and commerce, than upon the others ; and hence did 
endeavour at present, and might have opportunity hereafter, to quiet and 
compose their minds, declaring unto them ; First, that it was not becoming 
the prudence or honour of so gxeat a people as the English were, nor suitable 
to the Christian profession, to begin a war with a people that had not killed or 
slain any Englishmen. Secondly, for the English to espouse the Indians' 
quarrel, the cause whereof we knew not, or which party were the aggressors, 
was not lawful for the English to do. Thirdly, to take away the lives of &ye 
men, that were now in our power by their own voluntary coming into one of 
our towns, and had not done us any wrong, personally considered, it would be 
great injustice. 

" These and some other reasons were given to our neighbour Indians ; who, 
though not satisfied at the present, yet were quiet. The result of the court in 
this matter was, to dismiss these five Mohawks, with a letter from the court 
sent by them to their chief sachems, of this import : That although the English 
had seized five of their men, that came armed into one of the Endish houses, 
and had examined them ; yet we had released them, and secured them from 
the Indians, and conducted them in safety out of our borders, and have return- 
ed all their arms and things unto them, and given them coats ; and have sent 
this letter by them to their chief sachem, to forbid any of that people, for the 
Riture, to kill and destroy any of the Indians under our protection, that lived 
about forty miles from us on every side : which they might distinguish from 
other Indians, by their short hair, and wearing English fashioned apparel. 
Secondly, they were required not to come armed into any of our towns. But 
if any of them were sent, and came upon any business to us, they were to 
repair to the magistrate, and get the first Englishman they met withal, to con- 
duct them to whom they were to declare their errand. With this letter, and 
a convoy of horse to conduct them into the woods, clear of the Indians, their 
enemies, they were dismissed, and we heard no more of them since." 

"In the summer, 1669, the war having now continued between the 
Mohawks and our Indians, about six years, (fivers Indians, our 
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neighbours, united their forces togetlier, and made an army of about 
six or seven hundred men ; and marchexl into the Mohawks' coun- 
try, to take revenge of them. This errterprise was contrived and 
undertaken without the privity, and contraiy to the advice, of their 
Endish friends. Mr. Ehot and myself, in particular, dissuaded them, 
and gave them several reasons against it, but tliey would not hear us : 
but the praying Indians were so cautioned by our advice, that not 
above five of them went ; and all of them were killed but one. The 
chiefest general in this expedition, was the principal sachem of 
Massachusetts, named Josiah, alias Chekatabutt, a wise and stout 
man of middle age, but a very vitious person. He had considera* 
ble knowledge in the Christian religion -, and sometime, when he was 
younger, seemed to profess'it for a time ; — for he was bred up by his 
uncle, Kuchamakin, who was the first sachem, and his people to 
whom Mr. Eliot preached, as we shall afterwards declare ; — and 
was a catechised Indian, and kept the sabbath several years ; but 
after turned apostate, and for several years last past, separated froij^i 
the pra5dng Indians, and was but a back friend to religion. This 
man, as I said, was the chief ; but there were divers other sagamores 
and stout men that assisted. 

" Their march unto the Mohawks' forts was about two hundred 
miles : and the Indians are ill accommodated for such an undertak- 
ing, having no other carriages for their arms, ammunition, and 
victuals, but their backs : and they are slow in their marches, when 
they are in a body ; for they are fain to provide food, as they travel, 
by hunting, fishing, and gathering roots : and if, in their march, they 
are to pass any Indian towns or plantations ; which they will go oirt 
of their way to visit and find quarters in, rather than pass them ; at 
such places they wiU stay several days, until they devour all they can 
get ; Doasting, vapouring, and prating of their valour. Hereby their 
designs are known, and their enemies better prepared ; and their 
provisions, especially their ammunition, wasted ; for they are, when 
they have opportimity, much addicted to vapour, and shoot away 
their powder in the air. 

" 1 his Indian army at last came to the Mohawks', or Maquas' near- 
est fort ; which their enemies had by this time well strengthened, 
fortified, and fiimished with men and victuals, to endure a longer 
siege than they knew the other could make. The Massachusetts, or 
sea coast army, set down before the fort, besieging it some days ; 
they within and tliose without, firing at each other, wthout any con- 
sidemble loss, except the expenses of powder and shot.' Once a 
stout party of the Mohawks sallied out upon the besiegers ; and they 
fought stoutly on both sides, and several men were slain on both 
sides. At length, when the besieged saw cause, they retired again 
mto their hold. 

" After some days, the anny lying in this posture, their provision 
being exhausted, and their munitioii well spent, and some of their 
people sick, aind that they saw the uxqx)S8iDility to get the hold Vnx 
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assault, they broke up the siege, and retreated homewards about 
twenty or thirty miles. Shortly after they were gone, a strong party 
of the Mohawks issued forth to pursue iJiem ; and fetching a compass, 
got before them, — ^for the army marched slowly, many being sick, 
and the best, not very strong, — and placed themselves in ambush- 
ment at a pass opportune for their purpose, where were thick swamps 
on each side their way. Here the Mohawks lodged themselves 
very near to them, as was most advantageous to their design ; and 
then the Mohawks fired upon them, and killed and wounded many 
at the first firings. Our Indians did what they could for their de- 
fence, and to offend the enemies : and many of the principal men 
fought vahantly, especially their general before named, and several 
others : yea almost all their stoutest leaders and sagamores, that 
accompanied him, pursued the Mohawks into the uiickets ; and 
under such great disadvantage, most of these valiant men lost their 
lives, and the general also. About fifty of their chief men, they con- 
fess, were slain in this fight ; but I suppose, more ; but how many the 
Mohawks lost, is not known. At last, night coming on, the Mo- 
hawks contenting themselves with this victory, retreated ; and the 
remainder of the army hastened, as fast as they could, homeward. 

" This was the last and tnost fatal battle, fought between the Mo- 
hawks and our Indians ; who returned home ashamed, with lamen* 
tations and mourning for the loss of most of their chief men. Then 
were they effectually convinced of their folly, in attempting this 
design contrary to tl^ counsel of their best friend. 

" [t was two years and more after this battle, before a peace was 
made between our Indians and the Mohawl^. But little or no 
action was done of either side : only both parties kept in fear of each 
other ; oiu* Indians retiring close under the wings of the English ; the- 
Mohawks, not over forward to invade ; for I apprehend, that in these 
wars they felt damage, and lost many men, and were willing to be 
Quieter than formerly they were. In tne year 1671, as I take it, by 
tne mediation of one Captain Salisbury, commander in chief at foil 
Albany, and other English and Dutch living there, being solicited 
thereunto by some of the English mjagistrates of the English colonies, 
there was a peac6 concluded between the Mohawks and our Indians ; 
who have been much fii-ighted, scattered, impoverished, and discour- 
aged by this war •, but now are quiet, and are returned to their plan- 
tations, some whereof during this war were deserted ; and the Indians 
of several places gathered together in forts, to their great stdSfering 
and inconveniences. 

" To sum up all concerning these Mohawks, — ^you may see in the 
foregoing discourse, that they are a stout, yet cruel people ; much 
addicted to bloodshed and cruelty ; very prone to vex and spoil the 
peaceable Indians. Therefore it were a most desirable thing, to put 
forth our utmost endeavoiu*s to civilize, and convert these Indians to 
the knowledge of the gospel ; which is the only means to turn this- 
(Uirse into a Ues^ng. Then ^ose gracious promises will be fidfillcsrl 
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to this people, that are mentioned in Isaiah xi. 6 — 9 ; in Is. Ixv. 25 ^ 
and again in Is, xxxv. 4 — 9,' These and abundance of other gra- 
cious prcmiises shall be fulfilled to these poor Indians, when mey 
receive the gospel in truth and power ; which the Lord grant for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen."* 

3. Philip's war. 

Tlus war began in Plymouth Colony,t about the year 1675, and 
spread through Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, and the Province 
of Maine, in extent about 300 miles. In the compass of one year, 
the numerous tribes of Indians within the limits of New-England, 
with few exceptions, were drawn into this war, against the colonies. 
Some doubted whether the English would not be exterminated, so 
formidable was the combination against them. It was a season of 
general and deep distress. 

This was the first hostile attack from the natives, which had been 
really alarming to the country. In 1637, the troops of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut had destroyed the Pequots. In 1643, there 
were some disturbances with the Narragansets ; but matters were 
settled without shedding blood. In 1646, a plot was formed by 
Sequesson, a sachem near New-Haven, to assassinate the magis- 
trates of that colony ; but he effected nothing. In 1647, there were 
some transient difficulties with the Narragansets and Mohegans. 
The next year, the Narragansets hired the Mohawks to assist them 
against the Mohegans, but were detected. The following year, some 
persons were murdered by the Indians at New-Haven and Long 
Island. 

In the year 1653, the public mind was agitated, a general panic 
seized the country, from an apprehension that there was a conspiracy 
of the Indians through the country to cut off the English. These 
rumours and terrors of the day appeared, afterward, to have had no 
just foundation. 

In 1657, Alexander, the sonof Massasoit, invited the Narragansets 
to join with him in revolting from the English. Gen Winslow went 
with only ten men, and brought liim to Plymouth, where, though he 
was treated very civilly, his vexation and madness tlirew him into a 
fever, of which he died. His brother Phihp succeeded him, and 
renewed his covenant with the Endish in 1662 ; yet, in 1671, he 
ex)ramenced hostilities against the English, but was soon subdued, 
and promised never to begin war a^in, before he had made com- 
plaint himself to Pl3nnouth colony. Except these slight difficulties^ 
for almost forty years tlie EngUsh had enjoyed peace with the Indians. 

Early in the year 1675, John Sausaman, an Indian whom the 
English had employed as a missionary to instruct his brethren, in- 

^Hiit Coll. vol. i. p. 160 to 168. 

tThe Head Quarters of Philfp were at Mount Hope, now Britftol, R. IiJaiid. 

6 



42 FHIL1P»S WAR. tl67i^ 

fonned tlie governor of Plymouth, that Philip, with several other 
tribes, was plotting the destruction of the English. Soon after this, 
Sausaman was found murdered ; three Indians were arrested, tried, 
convicted, and hung for the murder. Plrilip, now more offended, 
sent away his women, armed his men, and robbed several houses in 
the vicinity of his own dwelling. 

June 24, 1675, the colony observed, as a day of humiliation and 
prayer. As tlie people of Swansey were returmn^ from public wor- 
ship, the Indians, lying in ambush, fired a volley, killed one man and 
woimded another. Two men, v^ho went for a surgeon, were shot j 
and at the same time, in another part of the town, six other persons 
were killed. Immediately a company of horse and foot marched 
from Boston, and another Icompany of foot from Plymouth, and 
arrived the ?8th near Philip's seat ; twelve men the same evening 
reconnoitered his camp, were fh'ed upon, one was killed, and one 
wounded ; the next morning a resolute assault was made, when the 
savages fled, leaving their camp and their country to the conquerors. 

The troops of Massachusetts then marched into the country of the 
Narragansets, to renew the treaty with them, sword in hand, and 
engage them not to join in the war with PhiUp. This they effected, 
am returned home. PhiUp fled to the Nipmuck Indians^ in Wor- 
cester county, who were persuaded to assist himt August 2, 
captains Wheeler and Hutchinson went into that country to renew a 
treaty with them, according to an appointment ; but the Nipmucks, 
instead of attending the treaty, fix>m an ambush fired on them, killed 
eight men, and mortally wounded Captain Hutchinson. The rest 
Aei to Ctuaboag, where all the inhabitants had collected in one 
house. 

Immediately they were surrounded by a host of enemies, Nip- 
mucks, and Pliilip, with the men who had fled with him. They . 
soon burned every house in the place, except the one in which the 
, people and soldiers were collectea. Here they directed their whole 
force ; upon this cottage they poured a storm of musket bcJls for tw^ 
days ; countless numbers pierced through the walls, yet only one 
person was killed ;* with long poles they thrust against it branch and 
rags dipped in brimstone ; they shot arrows of fire ; they loaded a 
• cart with flax and tow, and with long poles fastened together, they 

Eushed it ^^nst the house. Destruction seemed mevitable. The 
ouse was Kindling, tlie surrounding savages stood ready to destroy 
the first that opened the door to escape. In this awful moment of 
terror, God sent a " mighty" sliower of rain, which extinguished the 
kindling flames. August 4, Major Willard came to their relief, and 
raised uie ^ege, destroying many of the enemy. 

The Lidians went to Deerfield and burned most of the houses ;• 
the next day they were at Nortlifield, where they killed eight men ; 
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Capt. Beers: went, with thirty-six men, to bring off the inhabitants ; 
on nfe march he was assaulted by the enemy, himself and twenty of 
his men were killed. Sept. 1 8, Capt. Latnrop, with a number of 
teams and eighty young men, the flower of Efssex county, went to 
bring a quantity of grain ftpm Deerfield ; on their return they stop^ 
ped to gather grapes at tPraddy Brook ; when, instantly, 7 or 800 
Indians rushed upon ttei«,'and dreadful was the slaughter ; confined 
among the trees, residllnce was almost in vain ; 70 sons of New- 
England fell and were buried ii^ one grave ; never had tlie country 
seen such a bloody hour. Captain Mosely, hearing the report of 
the guns, flew to the scene of action, with a few men, renewed the 
conflict, killed ninety-i^x of the enemy, an<J wounded forty, losing 
only two of his own men. 

The enemy soon after burnt 32 houses in Springfield. The gen- 
eral court, then sitting in Boston, appointed a committee, who, with 
the ministers of the yiciaity, might suggest what were the sins, which 
brought tliese heavy judgments, and wh^t laws coiild be ena^cted for 
the prevention of those sins. Their report was i-eceived October 19, 
and measures were takcQ to carry the design into effect. The same 
day, at Hatfield, the New-England troops obtained a de,cisive victory 
over the enemy. Seven or eight hundred of them assaulted the 
town, but were repulsed in such $, vigorous manner, that they fled in 
every direction ; numbers of them were drowned in attempting to 
cross the river ; others r/eached the Nan;aganset country before they 
rested. The English, on this important day, Jogt but one man. 
Those in Narra^nset retired to a small piece of dry Is^nd, in a great 
swamp, seven miles west of the south ferry that goes over to New- 
port. Here they collected stores, and built the strongest fort they 
ever had in tliig country. A circle of pallisadoes was surrounded 
by a fence of trees, a roid in thickness. The entrance was on a long 
tree over the water, that only one person could pass at a time. This 
was guarded in such a manner that every attempt to enter would 
have oeen fatal. By the help of Peter, an Indian prisoner, but now 
a necessary guide, one vulnerable spot was discovered ; at one comer 
the fort was not raised more than 4 or 5 feet in height, but here a 
block-house was erected, so that a torrent of balls n)ight be poi|re4 
into this sap. 

Gen. Winsiow, with 1 500 men from Massachusetts, and 300 from 
Connecticut, with 160 Indians, having arrived near the place about 
1 o'clock, after travelling 18 mile^ without refreshment or rest, dis- 
covered a party of the enemy, upon whom they instantly poured a 
shower of calls ; the Indians returned the fire and fled into the fort. 
The English pursued, and without waiting to reconnoitre, or even to 
form, rushed into the fort after them ; but so terrible was the fire from 
the enemy, they were dsliged to retire. The whole army then made 
a united onset ; hardly were they able to maintain their ground ; 
some oftheir bravest captains fell. In this awfiil crisis, while the 
scale of victory hung doubtfiil, some of the Connecticut men, wJiq 
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were in die rear on the opposite side, where was a narrow place des- 
titute of paJlisadoes, leaped over the fence of trees, and fell on thfj 
rear of the enemy. This decided the coqtest. They were sooa 
totally routed. 

As they fled, their wigwams were s^n fire. Instantly 600 of 
their dwellings were in a blaze. AwfiiBiras the moment to the 
poor Indians. Not only were thev flying fi^ their last hoj)e of safety, 
and from their burning houses ; but their coifli, their provisions, and 
even many of their agSl parents and helpless children, perished in the 
terrible conflagration. They could behold tlie fire, they could hear 
the last cries of their expiring famihes ; but could afford them no re- 
lief. Seven hundred of their warriors they had left dead on the field 
of battle ; 300 more afterward died of their wounds.* They had 
been driven from their country, and from their pleasant firesides : 
now their last hopes were torn firom them ; their cup of suffeiings 
was ftill. 

Sad was the day of victory to the Endish. Six brave captains 
fell before their eyes ; 80 men were killed or fatally wounded ; 150 
were wounded who recovered. Twenty fell in the fort, 10 or 12 
died the same day, on their march back to their camp, which they 
reached about midnight ; it was cold and stormy, and the snow 
deep ; several died the next morning, so that this day, December 20, 
they buried 34 in one grave. By the 22d, 40 were dead, and by tha 
endfof January, 20 more. Of the 300 from Connecticut, 80 were 
killied or woundedt Of their 5 captaina, 3 were killed, and 1 so 
wounded, that he never recovered. In the fort they had taken a 
large number ofprisoners, about 300 warriors, and as many women 
and children. It was supposed that 4000 Indians were iq the fort 
when the assault was made. 

The Indians never refcovered the loss of this day. The destruc^ 
tion of their provisions in the fort was the occasion of great distresses 
in the course of the winter. But a thaw in January, gave tbemi 
some rehef, when a party fell on Mendon, and laid it in ashes. In 
February, they received some recruits from Canada, when they 
burned Lancaster, and took forty captives, among whom was Mrs. 
Rowlandson, the minister's wife, hp being on a journey to Boston to 
obtain soldiers for their defence. Marlborough, Sudbury and 
Chelmsford soon felt the terror of their arms. February 21, they 
penetrated as far as Medfield, burned half the town, and killed about 
20 of the inhabitants ; in four days they were in Weymouth, on the 
sea shore, and in the same month, they daredu) enter Plymouth, and 
to destroy 2 families. Had they been so disposed 50 years before, 
instead of 2 families they might easily have destroved the whole col- 
ony. In March they were in Warwick, and burned the town., 
They were pursued by Capt. Pierce, with 50 EngUsh and 20 Indian 
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soldiers, but he was overpowered by numbers, himself and 49 of the 
English, with 8 of the Indians, being slain, after they had killed 140 
of the enemy. The same day, Marlborough was in flames, and 
several people were killed at Sprmsfield. 

While detached parties were mus carrying terror through the 
towns in the oldest settlements of the colony, others were ravaging 
further west. In March, 1676, Northampton was assaulted, 5 per- 
sons killed, and 5 houses burned* They soon attacked Sudbury, and 
burned Groton ; exclaiming to the garrison, ^' we have burned your 
meeting-house ; what will you do for a house of prayer ?" 

In some of these skirmishes, the Christian Indians were very help- 
fill, and displayed ereat presence of mind. In the action in ^hich 
Capt. Pierce was killea, (me of them fled and concealed himself 
behind a rock, but observing that he was discovered, and that an 
enemy lay ready to fire on him the moment he should move, he took 
a stick aiKi gently raised his hat in sight ; the other instantly fired a 
ball through it ; when, dropping his hat, he rose and shot his adver- 
sary. At the same time, another Indian saved himself and the only 
Englishman, who was saved, by running afler him with his hatchet, 
as if he intended to kill him. x\nother rescued himself by this strata- 
gem. He besmeared his face with wet gunpowder, by wliich the 
enemy mistook him for one of their own party, who were painted 
black. 

Wandering parties of the enemy still continued their depreda- 
tions. The 28th of March, they burned 40 houses in Relioboth, and 
the next day 30 in the town of Providence. In April they did mis- 
chief in Sudbury and Andover. At Sudbury about a dozen persoas 
were killed ; and Captain Wadsworth, going to tlieir assistance, was 
suddenly assaulted by 500 of the enemy, when he, Capt. Brukle- 
bank, and more than 50 of their men, were slain. Five or six of this 
compaii)y were made prisoners, who were scourged, tortured and 
kUled in the most cruel manner. 

This 'was a ipost distressing time in New^-England. The war 
had been rag^ almost p.year ; the towns all over the country had 
been in a constant state of*^ alarm and terror; the enemy appearing 
in different and distant places at the same moment. The season of 
planting was at hand ; to neglect this service would produce a fam- 
me ; to caU home their troops would be only to invite the enemy to 
destroy them. Parties must be sent out, garrisons must be manned ; 
the labours of the field must be perform^. In this crisis a spirit of 
prayer w^as remarkably conspicuous through the country. Fervent 
suppUcations were offered by the churclies of New-ElngJand. 

About this time their Powah told the Indians notJihig more could 
be done ; a spirit of dissention and discouragement seized them ; they 
had been dnyen from their best planting ground the year before, and 
firom their most considerable fishins places ; hun^r and sickness fol- 
bwed, which was very mortal, in their difiicidties they acted with- 
out system or energy* To complete tlieir miseries, the Mohawks fell 
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upon them with incredible fiiiy. They were now routed in every 
part of the country. Troops from Connecticut, which colony had 
been preserved from their cruelties, took and killed above 60 at one 
time, and 44 at another. Capt. Denison commanded one of these 
parties. Among his captives was the terrible Nanunttenoo, son o( 
Aiiantonimoh. A Pequot first arrested him ; a young Englishman 
soon came up and asked him some questions ; his reply was, " You 
too much child ; no understand matters of war. Let your captain 
come ; him I will answer." When he was told that he was to be 

gut to death, " he said he liked it well, that he should die before his 
eart was soft, or he had said any thing unworthy of himself." They 
were repulsed from Bridgewater, a town which lost not a man in this 
war. Near Medfield and Plymouth their parties were put to flight ; 
another party above Northampton, on Connecticut River, was van- 
quished, and 100 of them killed. Immediately after, Capt. Turner 
with a party killed 300 of them, himself and 30 of his men being slain 
on the field of battle. They were driven from Hadley , Hatfield, and 
Rehoboth. June 29, 1 676, was a day of public thanks^yinc throng^ 
the colony to bless God for the comfortable prospect, that their 
troubles were drawing to a close. 

About this time, the Mohawks fell upon Philip, and killed 50 of 
his men. The occasion of their hostihties was singular, and tends to 
develope the character of Philip, who was a deep politician, with a 
heart glowing with love of his country, and burning with indignation 
against the prosperous strangers, wno were extending themselves 
over the inheritance of his fathers. 

Phihp, after his flight from Mount Hope, had visited the Mo- 
hawks ; and to rouse their vengeance against the English to make i 
common cause of the war, had murdered several of their people fix)m 
tinie to time, and persuaded them it was the English. But in one 
instance, not effectually executing his business, the bruised Indian 
revivr»(l, returned home, and accused Phihp as the murderer. Thus 
PhiUp himself was the means of turmng the fiiry of the Mohawks 
from tlie English against l^mself and his people. The despairing 
monarch fled to his former dwelUng, a most unfortunate, unhappy 
man, deserted by his allies, assaulted by a powerfiil neighbour, on 
whose help he had dejjended ; his own people discourged and scat- 
tered, suffering and dying, strangers triumphing in his distresses, and 
seizing his possessions. Had his father possesssed his foresight an4 
courage, periiaps Iiis posterity might long have enlivened the palace 
at Mount Hope. 

About this time the churches in Pljrmouth colony set apart a day 
to renew their covenant with God and one unother. The next day 
•Major Bradford, with the Plymouth forces, after escaping an ambush, 
obtained a victory witihout losinc a man* July 21, the Connecticut 
troops, in Narraganset, took and killed 1 80 of the enemy, without the 
loss of a man. In the Plymouth colony, 200 submitted to tlie Eng- 
lish ; and a party, assaulting Taunton, was repulsed without anv 
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loss* At this timeCapt. Church distinguished himself; in one week, 
with a small party of 1 8 English and 22 Indians, be fought four 
battles, killed and took 79 of the enemy, without losii^one of his 
own men. July 25, fix)m Dedham and Medfield 36 Englishmen 
and 90 christian Indians took 50 prisoners, without any loss of their 
own party. Two days after, Sagamore John, with 180 Nipmucks, 
submitted to' the English. Four days after this, a compaay from 
Bridgewater fell upon a company of Indians, who snapped th^ 
guns, but all missed fire ; they fled[, excepting 10, who were killed, 
and 5 made prisoners. The 1st of Au^t, Uapt. Church took 23 
more ; the next day he arrived at Philip's head-quarters, where he 
took and killed 130 more; Philip fled, leaving his family. Capt. 
Church pursued, and found him in a swamp ; attemptingto fly, an 
Indian shot him through the heart. His head was sent to rlymouth, 
where it arrived on the day they had devoted to solemn thanksgiv- 
ing. So fell one of the most valiant captains of the New Wond ; 
and so will the arts of civilized men always triumph over the simple 
savage. In a few weeks Capt. Church subdued several hundred 
moi'e. 

The same success attended the colony at tlie eastward. In Sep- 
tember, 400 Indians were made prisoners at Quockeco ; one half 
being found accessories in the war, were sold ; the other half were 
set at liberty. Peace soon followed. Oneof their warriors, taken 
prisoner, ot>served ; " You could never have subdued us, but, (strik- 
mg his breast,) the Englishman's God makes us afraid here.'' 

rf ever has New-England seen so dismal a period as the war with 
Philip. About 600 men, the flower of her strength, had fallen in 
battle, or been murdered by the natives. A great part of the inhabi- 
tants were in mourning. There were few families who had not lost 
some near relative. In Massachusetts, Plymoutli, and Rhode- 
Island, 12 or 13 towns had been utterly destroyed, and others 
greatly damaged. About 600 buildings, chiefly dwelling houses* 
had been burned ; a large debt had been contracted, and vast quan- 
tities of goods, cattle, and other property had been destroyed. About 
every eleventh family had been burned out, and an eleventh part of 
the militia throughout New-England had been slain in the war.* So 
costly is the inheritance we have received from our valiant fore- 
fathers. The land we sow has been stained with their blood. 

In this war, which threatened the existence of New-England, Mr. 
Benjamin Church was a distinguished commander, and Ins memory 
deserves the notice of posterity. He was bom in Duxbury in 1639. 
His fatlier, Joseph Church, with two brothers were among the early 
settlers of Plymouth colony. In 1674, Benjamin removed to Seco- 
net, now Little Compton, tne first Ei^ish settler in the place. Be- 
ing in the neighbourhood of Pliilip, his influence was ofvast impor- 
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tance in counteracting the designs of that cunning foe, at the com- 
mencement of hostilities. Philip sent 6 men to Awashonks, squaw- 
sachem of Seconet, to engage her in the intended war. According to 
the custom of the savages, when any matter of great importance is 
to be decided, she called her subjects to a great dance, and invited 
Mr. Church to attend. He found several nundred Indians assem- 
bled, and Awashonks herself in ^' foaming sweaf leading the dance. 
She himiediately sat down, called her nobles around her, ordered Mr. 
Church to be invited into her presence, and, after compliments were 
past informed him of the message received from Philip. Mr. Church 
repellei the charge that tlie English meditated war, and made a 
favourable impression on her and most of her people. Though the 
agents of Philip were very daring, and Little Eyes, one of her council, 
jomed with them, she desired Mj. Church to visit the Plymouth gov- 
ernment on her behalf. Promisingto see her soon, he set off, and at 
Pocasset^ nbw Tiverton, he met reter Nunnuit, husband of the 
Queen of Pocasset, who told him that PliiUp had held a dance of 
several weeks, that the young men firom all parts of tlie country were 
eager for war, and Philip had promised them that the next Lord's 
day, when the EngUsh would be at public worship, they might kiU 
their cattle and plunder their houses. The next morning Church 
was in Plymouth, and the governor ordered the captains to march 
with the greater part of their companies, and rendezvous at Taunton. 
Church, with a detachment of EngUsh and friendly Indians, was in 
front. On the Sabbath the Indians began their depmdations, and 
soon proceeded to indulge their thirst for Englishmen's blood. 

At Swanzey they killed 10 persons, beheading, dismembering and 
mangling them in a most homd manner. The garrison of the place 
was roused ; a party of horse pursued the enemy, but fell into an 
ambush ; a chief ofScer was woimded, and the troop fled. Church 
hallooed, and stormed, and told them it was a shame to leave a man 
wounded among the enemy. Two returned vnth him, but before 
they reached the man, he fell lifeless from his horse. While the two 
men bore him away. Church pursued his horse, going off to the ene- 
my* Having taken it, he called to his company to come and renew 
their pursuit. The enemy soon saluted him witn a volley ; yet provi- 
dentially every shot missisd liim ; though one of his company across 
the river was wounded. The troop marched down upon the Neck. 
At Kekamuit they took down the neads of eight Englishmen, i^aised 
upon poles according to the savage custom. They soon found tliat 
rhihp had crossed the river, wim all his people, to Pocassct. A 
council of war determined to build a fort. Church was much dis- 
gusted at the business of "building a fort for nothing, to cover th© 
army from nobody," being impatient to cross the river and kill Philip. 
This he declared was tfe surest way of maintaining Mount Hope.. 
He was more rc»stless, because he had promised the Queen of Seco- 
net to visit her. At length Capt. Fuller received orders to cross the 
i ivor with 6 file of men, and to take Capt. Church as second. The 
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same day they passed to Rhode-Island? and in the night crossed to 
the Pocasset shore. Concealing themselves in two paities, one of 
them, " being troubled with the epidemical plague of loving tobacco," 
kindled a fire to smoke it, by which the enemy discovered them and 
fled. Church had ordered their breakfast from the island, but the 
man employed for^t his duty, and *' their only provisions were a few 
cakes ot rusk," wmch Chiu-cn had in his pocket, divided among them. 
He then, at his own request, took a part of the men, and went in 
search of the enemy. They proceeded towards Seconet, and passed 
down Punkatees neck. By the side of a wood, they were saluted by 
a volley of 50 or 60 guns ; yet not a man was hurt. Retreating to a 
field, they were surprised by observing a hill above them apparently 
moving, oein^ covered with Indians, running in a circuit to surround 
them. In fair view, on Rhode-Island, were collected a company of 
horse and foot. Church ordered his men to strip off their coats, that 
their brethren on the island^ might recognize them by their white 
shirts ; he ordered thremguns to be distinctly fired, m hopes they 
would come to his relietT A part of his men he ordered to take a 
wall ; but before they reached it, the enemy, concealed on tlie other 
side, assailed them with a shower of bullets. All now endeavoured 
to shelter themselves behind a small bank, and a piece of fence, 
where they were attacked firom every rock, stump, tree or fence 
within sight. A stone house, which overlooked tliem, the enemy 
seized, which seemed to threaten their last hope; but, piling up 
stones before them, they maintained the contest. A boat arriving 
fix)m Rhode-Island was kept at a distance by tlie incessant fire of 
the Indians. Church desired them to send their canoe, and. take 
him and his men on board ; but his arguments were weak, com- 
pared with the whizzing of the bullets. Some of the men began to 
cry out " For Grod's sake, come and take us off; our ammunition is 
spent." Lest the enemy should hear and learn their weakness. 
Church fiercely ordered the boat to send the canoe, or be ^one, or 
he would fire upon them. Away went the boat; the Indians re- 
newing the battle with increasing fury. Some of tlie English were 
discouraged and spoke of saving themselves by flight. Their cap- 
tain convinced them that this was impossible, and encouraged tlienx 
to persevere. " I have," says he " observed so much of the remark- 
able and wonderful providence of God in so far preserving j^ou, that 
I am encouraged to believe, with much confidence, that God will 
yet preserve you, that not a hair of your head shall fall to the 
ground ; be patient ; be courageous ; be prudently saving of your 
ammunition ; and I doubt not you will yet come off well." His 
little army were roused, and determined to take their lot with him. 

As one of them was setting a flat stone before him, it was struck 
by a ball, which greatly alarmed the fellow. . Capt. Church turned 
tins to his advantage. " Observe," said he, " how God directs the 
bullets ; the enemy could not hit you when in the same place ; yet 
they could lut the stone as soon as jit was raised*" Whi}.e tbs?i 

7 
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were fighting for their lives, the woods trembling with the roar of 
the musketry, the shouts and yells of the savages, and a dismal ni^t 
eoming on, a sloop was descried coming down the river, near Gold 
Island. Golding, the captain, came to an anchor, though his sails, 
colours and stem were instantly filled with bullet holes. Church 
was the last tliat went in the canoe ; but recollecting that he had 
left his hat and cutlass at a well^ he declared the enemy should not 
have iJiem. Having brought off those things, as he went on board 
two bullets struck the canoe ; another lodged in a stake opposite to 
his breast, and a fourth " grazed the hair of his head.'' So closed 
an action of 6 hours, 20 men, fainting with himger, against 300 fe- 
rocious savages. A deliverance, of which the captain always spoke 
in the most devout and grateful manner. The next day they re- 
turned to Mount Hope ; whence Mr. Church went to Rhode-Island 
for provisions, and learned from an Indian where were the head- 
quarters of Weetamore, squaw sacheiAif Pocasset. On his retuiB, 
a party was sent to attack the Queen ; bUI^ after marching; 2 miles, 
the conunanding officer was discouraged, and declared, tnat if he 
knew he slwuld destroy all the enemy by the loss of one man, he 
would not make the attempt. Church was vexed, offered to lead 
the way, and hazard the brymt, to no purpjose, tartly adding: " Pray 
dr, lead your company to yonder wind-mill on Rhode-Island ; there 
will be no danger of being killed, and we shall have less trouble to 
supply them viath provisions." Still the officer would return ; and. 
after receiving more men, was transported to Fall River in Free- 
town, to visit Weetamore. Capt. Church and Capt. Hunter, an 
Indian and one more, were sent on discovery. They soon came 
upon three of the enemy. Hunter wounded one, which he found 
was his kinsman. The captive desired favour might be shown to 
his squaw, but asked none for himself, " excepting me liberty of tak- 
ing a whiff of tobacco." Wliile he was taking his "whiff," his 
kinsman dispatched him with one blow. So is man the prey of man; 
the victim ot selfishness and cruelty. Neighbours and brotners des- 
troy each other. Such are the bitter fruits of sin. The quarters of 
Weetamore were soon discovered ; she and her people fledf, and ours 
returned to Mount Hope. 

Soon after, a great part of Dartmouth was covered with desola- 
tion ; but Capt. Eels and Earl took 160 prisoners, promising them 
good treatment ; vet, in spite of them and Capt. Church, who all 
argued and plead and begged, those in higlier office carried them to 
Plymouth, and transported them out of the count vy. About thig 
time Philip fled to the Nipmucks, in Worcester county. 

Capt. Church attended Gen. Winslow as a volunteer in the Nar- 
raganset expedition, waxed valiant in fight, rushed into the fort, was 
ba^ly wounded by two balls, and though unable to stand, refused to 
be carried ofl^ till the enemy were driven from their shelter. In vain 
he exerted his influence to prevent the fort, the dwellings and tte 
stores fix>m being set on fire. Had he succeeded, the woundei 
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might have been comfortably lodged, and many lives preserved. Iiji 
three months his wounds were so far healed, that he accompanied 
Gen. Winslow into the Nipmuck country, though so lame that he 
needed the assistance of two men to mount his horse. 

Sodn after his return, he ramioved liis family from Duxbury to 
Hhode-Island, for tlieir greater security, mtcndmg to engage in a^g- 
ricultural labour ; but he no sooner took a tool in his hand, than he 
cut off one finger, and badly wounded another. He pjeasantly said, 
he thought he was wrong in leaving the war, and would return to war 
again. Accordingly, he went to Plymouth, agreed with the govern- 
ment, and returned to raise men. Passing Seconet Point, he spoke 
with some Indians on the rocks, and appointed an interview with 
Awashonks, and some of her piincipaj mep^ At Rhode-Island he 
requested a permit to hdd the treaty. They told Jiim he was n\ad> 
that the rogues would certainly kill him. At length tliey consent^ 
he should go, and take only two friendly Indians with him ; but they 
would give him no written permit. Buying a roll of tobacco and a 
bottle of rum, he visited liis family, who were almost overwhelmed 
with api^rehensions of danger ; yet he obtained their consent, and, 
.committing his wife, his babes and himself to the divine protectioiip 
he proceeded on his e^mbassy^ Landing at Seconet, he was kindly 
received by the qut^n jmd a few attendants, according to previous 
appointment. But walking from the water to find a convenient place 
to sit dowi), a ^eat body of Indians, who had been concealed in the 
tall grass, rose up and surrounded them, anned with hatchets, guns, 
and spears ; their faces painted, and hair trimmed in style of war# 
The sight was terrible, and doqbtless our gentleman was surpiised ; 
yet he retained his presence of mind, and calmly said to the queen, 
*' When people treat of peace, they lay aside their anjas." Perceiv- 
ing that the savages looked surly, lie addctj, " thev might only carry 
their guns at a small distance for formality." Thus he managed 
them, by showing neither fear nor jealousy. Laying aside thdijr 
guns, they sat down. He then affably drank, and circulated his rum 
and tobacco. They soon engaged '' that they would submit to the 

S>vemment of Plymouth, and serve them in what they were able, if 
eir lives might be spared, and none of them transported o.ut of the 
jcountry." T. hey were soon ordered \o Sandwich, where Churct 
visited then^, after going to Plymouth for liberty of era^oyjng them.as 
^soldiers. Arriving at Saqdwicfa, he and his attendants were conduct' 
ed to a shelter, open on one side, where Awashonks and her chiefs 
fioon paid him a visit, and the multitude made tlie air ring wjjth their 
shouts. Near the ppen side of the shelter, a huge pile of dr}r pine was 
soon raised, which, after supper, \yas set on fire. The Indians gath- 
ered round. Awashonks, with her oldest people, kneeUng down, 
formed the first circle, next to the fire. All the stout men, standing 
up, made the next; the rabble surroimded them in anotiier circluf 
The chief warrior iifssa stepped between the circles and tin; firct with 
|L spear in psoe hand, an4 ft b^^^M in the other, dancing roupd^ «i^id 
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fighliDg llie fire. Calling over the tribes of Indians, wbo were hostile 
to the English, at the mention of each tribe, he would draw out and 
fight a new firebrand. Finishing the fight with the brand, he would 
bow and thank it. So he proceeded, naming and fighting aU the tribes 
and nations. Sticking down liis weapons, he retired, and a second 
perfonxied tlie same dance, fighting with new fiiry. When half a 
dozen chiefs had thus acted their parts, the captsun of the guard told 
Mr. Churcli, they had been making soldiers for him, that this was 
" all one swearing them." Having m this manner engaged all the 
stout men, Awashonks and her captains came to Mr. Church, and 
said, " Now we are all engaged to fight for the English. You may 
call forth all, or any part of us, at any time, as you have occasion to 
fight the enemy." 1 ney then presented him with a fine firelock. He 
accepted their offer, took a number of their men, and the next morning 
before light, marched for Plymouth, where, July 24, 1676, he received 
a commission and reinforcement to fight the enemy. In the night he 
marched into the woods, and before day was at Middlebprough. 
He soon discovered and took a large party of Indians. The compen- 
sation of the troops was half the prisoners and arms taken ; the In- 
dian soldiers had the loose plunder. The same week, near Munpon-^ 
set pond, he took another large party. 

He soon became tlie favourite of the public, and the government 
gave him authority to raise or dismiss troops at his pleasure, to com- 
mission officers, to pardon his captives, Phijip arid a few notorious 
murderers excepted, and tomarch where he pleased in New-Englandf 
He soon took Little Eyes and his party, who had revolt^ frwn 
Awashonks, when she joined the English. Some of the Indians re- 
minded him that this was the rogue that threatened to kill him at the 
dance before the war, and intimated that this was a good time to be 
I'evenged. Chiu'ch told them, that christians did not seek revenge* 
He tjeated Little Eyes kindly, who expressed much gratitude. 

Soon after, while pursuing the einemy, they found their track sepa- 
rated. The English agrera to pursue one ; the Indians the other, 
though they at first objected, sayms they should not feel safe without 
Am. The English had not marched fer before tliey saw across a 
swamp a company of Indians gathering whortleberries. Church 
ordered 2 men, who had horses, to ride with him, and the soldiers tp 
follow. The three men rushed through the swamp, and were soon 
amon^ the enemy. A squaw, who had been a neignbour of Church, 
and kmdly treated by him, ran toward him, lifting up both hands, and 
crying " Church, Church, Church." He bid her tell the Indians, if 
they would resign themselves to him, they should not be killed. 
Many resigned tliemselves, but some fled. Part of these he overtook, 
and ordered back. They drove their prisoners together, but could 
hear nothing of their own company. Returning, they found theni 
where they had been left. The swamp being difficult to be penetra- 
te, and not hearing of Church and the two men, they said they sup- 
oooed them killed, and were at a loss what to do. When they met 
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their Indian friends at Cushnet, (now Rochester,) the place appoint- 
ed, they found that each party had killed 3, and taken 63 priscmers. 
This equality of success surprised and delighted them. 

Astonishing was the skill of Capt. Church in manadng the 
savages. From his prisoners he woiud select any number he need- 
ed, telling them he took a fancy to them, that they should be his 
soldiers, arid not sold out of the country. If they looked surly and 
muttered, he would clap them on the back and say, " come, come ; 
this signifies nothing ; my best soldiers were as sullen as you are. 
Be with me one day, and you will love me and feel happy." He 
was never disappdnted ; they always became affectionate and cheer- 
ful, and would pilot him to any place of Indians, though their own 
parents were among them. Inmans still hovering about Taimton 
and Bridgewater, he marched and took 173. Among the prisoners 
were the wife and son of Phihp. The chieftain himself narrowly 
escaped. These incessant marches, sleeping on the ground, and 
wading through rivers, enfeebled his strength ; he therefore returned 
to Pljmaouth, disbanded most of his men, intending to rest awhile. 
But news soon came that the enemy were in Daitmouth. Again 
he was successful ; amon^ his prisoners was Barrow, a noted war- 
rior. Church told him that such had been his barbarities and 
murders, he must not expect mercy, but prepare to die. Barrow 
replied, " Your sentence is just ; I am ashamed to live any longer ; 
I ask no favour, only to smoke before execution." ^Vhen he had 
taken a few whiflfs, he said, lam ready. An Indian killed him with 
a hatchet. Again Church would have returned to his family ; but 
the government were solicitous to continue him in service, till Philip 
should be subdued. He yielded ; and in August marched with his 
company to Pocasset. Not hearing of the enemy, he went over to 
Rhode-Island. Taking half a dozen of his men, he rode to his 
family, eight miles from the landing. As he entered the door, his 
wife, overwhelmed vsdth surprise and joy, fainted. By the time she 
was a little revived, two horsmen rode up full speed with tidings, 
that Kinff Philip was at Mount Hope. Church thanked the messen- 
gers, told them he hoped to have tne rogue's head before the next 
morning, took leave of his wife, mounted his horse, which had not 
been unsaddled, and returned to his company. By the time they had 
crossed the ferry, half the night was gone. He proceeded to place 
his men in ambushes all round the swamp. Having charged them 
not to move till dayhght, that they might distineuish PhiUp, taking 
Major Sanford by the hand, he said, " I have Sir, soplaced them 
that it is scarcely possible that Philip should escape." That moment 
a bullet whistlea over their heads ; a volley followed. Philip 
instantly started with his powder horn and gun, running directly to 
an ambush, where stood a white man and an Indian. The Eng- 
tidhman's gun missed fire ; the Indian shot him through the heart. 
Phihp fell on his face in the water and mud. From the swamp a 
terrinc voice resounded " Tootosk^ Tootosh.^^ It was Anawoci^ 
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Philip's chief captain, calling to his men to stand and fight on. He 
and a great part of his company escaped* About 130 were taken 
and kifled. In tlie morning the Uttle army met, and the fall of their 
mighty enemy was proclaimed, at which they gave three huzzas. 
His body was drawn to tlie upland, having no covering but his small 
iclothes and stockings. Capt. Church observed, that as he had 
caused many an Englishman to lie unburied, therefore not a bone of 
him should be buried. He then ordered an Indian to behead and 
quarter him. The Indian taking his hatchet, thus addressed PhiUp: 
" You have been one very great man. You have made many a 
fnan afraid of you. But so big as you be, I will chop you in pieces." 
Capt. Church now visited his family, and returned to Plymouth. 
Tidings SGon came that Anawon was spreading terror in Rehobotb 
and Swanzey. Again the government appUed to Capt. Church. 
As soon as it was known that he had engaged, men were not 
wanting, who declared they would go with him while there was an 
Indian m the woods. So important are men in a community, who 
possess the pubUc confidence. It being the latter part of the week, 
ne went to Rhode-Island with his company to keep the sabbath, and 
be near the scene of actioi) on Monday morning. This Christian 
commander, with his company, sacredly obserx'ed the duties of the 
sabbath. The God of the sabbat}) gave him remarkable success. 
But his pious design at this time was interrupted. On the morning 
of LordVj day, a post was sent him that the enemy were passing firom 
Prudence Island to Pappasquash neck, on the west side of Bristol. 
He inmiediately marched ; but when he and 15 or 16 Indians had 
crossed the ferry to the main, the wind and waves were so boisterous 
that the canoe coukl not cross again. With this handfiil of tawney 
troops he proceeded, and that night took 10 prisoners. His lieut^i- 
ant having arrived, tlie next day he took several more prisoners, one 
white man and five Indians being witli him. Among them were a 
man and woman directly from Anawon. They informed him that this 
famous chieftain, who had made so many motliers childless, wa3 in 
Squannaconk swamp, in the southeast part of Rehoboth, with 50 or 
'60 of Philip's best soldiers. The moment was important. He tock 
ippunsel. He asked the prisoner from Anawon, whether he could 
reach him that night. The Indian replied, if he travelled " stoutly" 
he might " by sunset." He inquirea of his Indians whether they 
would go vrith him. They said they were always ready to obey 
him, but added, " Anawon is a great warrior ; he was a valiant 
&oldier of Woosamequin, the father of Philip. He has been Philip's 
chief captain during the war. He is a cunning man, of great reso- 
lution. He has declared he would never be taken aUve by the 
English, His men are daring fellows, some of Philip's best soldiers^ 
We fear he cannot be taken by so few. It will be a great pity, after 
the great things you have done, captain, now to throw away your 
life." Church replied, that he beheved Anawon was a siu>tle 
and vacant iivarrior, but he had long sought him in va^ ; that h^ 
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was unwilling to lose this opportunity ; tliat his lieutenant and men 
were at a distance, and that ne had no doubt but the same God, who 
had so often protected, would stilL assist them. They replied, JVe 
toillgo. Church then askedhiswhite man what he thought. " Sir,'' 
said he, " I am never afraid to go any where, when j/ou are with me.''' 
Having sent a captive to his lieutenant, with orders to conduct his 
prisoners to Taunton, and meet him the next rboming on the 
Rehoboth road, he asked the old Indian £rom Anawon, if he would 
be his pilot. He consented, and they moved on. Just at sunset, 
the old man, who went before, sat down. He said that Anawon at 
that time sent out his scouts to see if the coast was clear. At dark they 
returned ; at which time he rose to proceed. Church asked him if 
he would take a gun and fight for him. In a most affecting manner 
he bowed veiy low and said, " I pray you not to inipose such a thins 
on me, as to nght my old friend Capt. Anawon. But I will go with 
you and help you, and asvou have given me my life, I will lay hands 
on any man, who shall offer to hurt you." They soon heard a noise, 
when Church, and two Indians, crawling fon/s^ard to the edge of a 
precipice, saw the enemy in full view before them. They were in 
three companies. Anawon, his son, and several chiefs, had cut down 
a tree under the rocks, and against it set up a row of bushes to form 
a shelter. Great fires were burning without, pots and kettles were 
boilmg, and spits turning loaded with meat. Their arms stood near, 
covered with a mat. Returning to his company, Capt. Church 
ordered his pilot and daughter, as they would 'be received without 
notice, to descend first, with tlieir baskets on their backs. He and 
his friends followed in their shadow, letting themselves down by the 
bushes in the cracks of the rocks. Church, with his hatchet in his 
hand, first reached the arms at the feet of Anawon. The old chief- 
tain, starting up on end, cried out, Howah^ and in despair fell back 
silent. Church sent his Indians to tlie other compj^iies to inform 
them their chief was a prisoner, and warn them to submit. They 
obeyed. " What have you for supper ?" said Cluirch to Anawon ; 
" I am come to sup with you." Anawon ordered his women to 
provide supper, and asked Church whether he would have cow beef 
or horse beef. He replied that cow beef would be the most pleasant. 
Supper was soon ready ; after which, as he had not slept for two 
days and a night, Church told his men if they would let him sleep 
two hours, they should rest the whole night after. But his situation 
was too interesting for sleep -, his men, however, he soon perceived were 
all in a sound slumber. He and Anawon were the only persons 
awake in all the camps. So does elevation of character and a sense 
of responsibility, fill the heart widi anxious care. Wlrile the 
Indian chief recollected the deeds of his valour in the service of three 
kings, and exulted in the destruction of villages, the sighs of his 
prisoners, and the blood of a thousand battles, the chains of liis own 
captivity sunk deep into his soul ; the fall of his prince, the ruin of 
his coimtry, the utt^ extinction of liis tribe, filled liis heart with th» 
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agony of horror and desperation. For an hour the two captains lay 
l(X)king at each other, when Anawon arose, and walked off, as 
Churcn supposed for some necessary purpose ; but, soon finding him 
put of sight and hearing, he began to be alarmed, took all the arms 
to him, crowded liimself under young Anawon, so that the father 
must have endangered his son in attempting to kill him. But the 
old maA soon returned, and falling on his knees said, " Great captain, 
you have killed King PhiUp, and conquered his country. I beheve that 
1 and my company are the last, who war against the English ; so I 
suppose the war is ended by your means. These thin^, therefore, 
are yours. They are the royalties of king Philip, with which he 
adorned himself when he sat in state. I tliink myself happy in 
m-esenting them to Capt. Church, who has so fairly won them." 
Then opening the pack, he pulled out a belt, nine mches broad, 
curiously wrought with black and white wampimi, in various figures 
of flowers, birds, and beasts ; also another wrought in the same 
msmner, worn on the head of the warrior, hanging down his back, 
fix)m which two flags waved behind him. A third, with a star on the 
end, hung round his neck down to his breast. These and two horns 
of glazed powder, and a red cloth blanket, constituted the royal dress 
of king Philip. They spent the night in free conversation. Anawon 
gave a narrative of his mighty successes in former wars, when he fought 
under Woosamaquin. In the morning they marched to Taunton* 
Church and Anawon, with half a dozen friendly Indians, went to 
Rhode-Island, while* the troops and other prisoners were sent to 
Plymouth, where Church soon followed tliem. News soon came 
that Tispaquin, with his company, was doing mischief near Sippican, 
now Rochester. He was a celebrated Powah, or conjurer. Tte 
Indians said bullets would not kill him. Church pursued, and soon 
took a number of prisoners, who belonged to hrni. Leaving two 
squaws, he directed them to tell their chief, on his return, that Capt. 
CJiurch had carried his wife and children to Plymoutli, and if he 
woidd follow them, he should be his soldier, intending to employ him 
against the Indians at the eastward. The cihef and his company 
soon resigned themselves to the people of Plymouth. Church was 
then at Boston, and on his return was extremely afflicted to find that 
Tispaquin and Anawon were beheaded. 

The next January, Capt. Church ranged the woods, and took 
several straggling parties. This closed the Indian wars of the 
ancient colony oi Plymouth. Several tribes continued friendly. 
They have always been treated kindly, supplied with missionaries 
and schoolmasters, and, though dwindled to remnants, they continue 
to this day. 

Peace being restored to liis country, Capt. Church settled at Brisr 
tol. Afl^erwards he removed to Fall-River, (now Freetown) and 
thence removed to Seconet, (Little Compton.) In each of tliese 
places he acquired a good estate. But fai 1689, the Indians at the 
eastward commenced hostilities. Church received a major's com- 
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imssion, and with 250 men, landed at Casco, and soon obtained a 
victory near the town. He ranged the woods far and wide, visited 
the garrisons at Black Point, Spunvink, Blue Point and Kennebec, 
put suitable ofl&cers in those places, and returned home. The next 
year, in September, with 350 men, he drove the enemy from An- 
droscoggin and Maquait. In 1692, Major Church accompanied 
Gov. Phips to Pemaquid, where theCJovernor, with two companies^ 
erected a fort, while Major Church went to Penobscot, drove off the 
savages, and took considerable plunder of corn and fur. Returning 
to the Grovernor, tliey sailed to the Kennebec. The Governor pro- 
ceeded to Boston, but sent Major Church up the river, who soon 
gain^ a victory, and pursued the enemy to Teconit Falls, took the 
fort there, destroyed great quantities of their corn, returned to 
Pemaquid, and thence home. So distinguished were his talents^ 
that he had no competitor. In 1696, the Governor again applied to 
him, and he sailed to Penobscot, exploring the islands, and ascending 
the river ; thence he proceeded to Nova-Scotia. The French and 
Indians fled from their settlements, and he brought away a rich booty 
of warUke stores and provisions. 

The last military adventure of oiu". Christian hero was in 1704. 
when, having received a colonel's commission, and the conmiand of 
ten companies, he sailed for the eastward. At Green Island he took 
a few prisoners. At Penobscot he took or killed every Indian and 
Frencnman, that could be found. Among the captives was a 
daughter of Casteen, whom they kindly treated, though her father 
had been such a bloody foe of New-England. Thence they pro- 
ceeded, and drove the French and Indians from Passamaquoady. 
Sailing across the bay, they took Menas, a town in Nova-Scotia* 
On liis return, Col. Church touched at various places on the main 
and the islands, and found that the enemy were all gone. He was 
informed that the French priests had told the Indians, it was impos- 
sible for them to live in the same country with the English, and 
advised them to remove to the Mississippi, promising to go and hvt 
and die with them. According to tliis advice of the French, who 
had excited tliem to quarrel, and were the occasion of their ruin and 
our sufferings, the Indians left their homes, then- provisions and their 
country, to tne victorious English. 

Col. Church was a man of good stature, well propoi-tioned, hardy 
and active. He possessed a coiTCct judgment, remarkable presence 
of mind, and dignity of manners. His generous, affable, and obUg- 
ing temper secured the love and esteem of his acquaintance. He 
was a serious and devout member of the churg h in Bristol. He 
daily worshipped God in his family, read and expounded the scrip- 
tures. He sanctified the sabbath, and regularly attended the ordi- 
nances of the gospel. The morning before his death he rode two 
miles to condole with his only sister, mourning the death of her only 
son. After a pious convei-sation, he bid her farewell in a most 
affecting manner, telling her he should never $ee her again, till he. 

8 
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met her in heaven. On his retiun, his horse fell, a blood vessek 
broke, lie was taken up speocliless, and in twelve hours expired, in 
the 78th year of liis age. His memory is held in grateful remem- 
brance, and his posterity tare respectable. 

In 1 702, war was declared against France and Spain. During 
this ten years war tlie provinces of Massachusetts ann New-Hamp- 
shire were made to feel the whole strength and fury of the French 
and Indians. 

" On the 28th of February, 1703, a party of tliree hundred French 
and Indians, commanded by Hertel De Rouville, surprised the town 
of Deerfield, on Connecticut River, slew about forty persons, burned 
the town, and took nearly a hundred captives. JiVlore than twenty 
of the captives, unable to keep pace with the enemy, were killed 
Ijefore they reached Canada. Mr. Williams, minister of the town^ 
was seized by the enemy as he rose from his bed, and in that cold 
season, kej^ standing in his shirt only, the space of an hour. Dining 
which time his house was plundered, two of his children and a negro 
woman murdered. His wife and five other children were suffered 
to put on their clothc^s, and tlien he was allowed to dress and prepare 
for a long and son-owful march. The enemy having plundered and 
burned the town, made an hasty retreat, fearing that they should be 
overtaken by a superior force. Mrs. WilKams was hardly recover- 
ed from her lying-in, and was in a feeble state. On the second day 
rfio acquainted Mr. Williams that she could not keep pace with the 
enemy any fartlier. He knew what would be the consequence.^ 
Words cannot express his wishes to be with and assist her ! jBut no 
leave could be obtained. He was carried from her, and her savage 
ninstersoon plunged his hatchet in her head.* 

" There were suspicions, that the Indians on the eastern frontiers 
wore plotting new mischiefs against th<». colonies. Governor Dudley 
llierefore, witli commissioners from two of the colonies, held a con- 
ference at Casco, with delegates from the tribes of the Norridge- 
A\xx:k, Penobscot Pigwacket, Penakook, and Amariscoggin Indians. 
They assured the Governor, that, " As high as the sun is above the 
•Mirth, so far distant was their design of making the least bn^ach of the 
|K«ace.^^ As an expression of their sincerity they presented a belt of 
wampum. Both parties gave the strongest assurances of tlieir 
liouceable and friendly purposes. The Indians declared the union 
*• finn as the mountains, and'' that it " should continue as long as the 
MUn and moon.'' 

" Notwithstanding, on the 1 0th of August, a bodv r^f five hundi-ed 
KuMich and Indians, dividing into several parti(»s, Jiliacke^ all the 
.iuttlements, from Casco to Wells ; killed and took a hunch-ed and 
thirty people, burning and destroying all l)efore them.t Soon after a 
niuuW more were kilfcd at Hampton \illagc. The whole country, 
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firom Deerfield to Casco, was kept in continual alarm and terror by 
small parties of the enemyw The women and children were obliged 
to retire into garrisons, the men to go armed to their labours, and 
.<jonstantly to post sentinels in their fields. Troops of horse were 
posted, and large scouting parties, employed on the frontiers. Ex- 
peditions were undertaken to beat up the head quarters of the enemy, 
and to desolate their countiy. But when they were hunted in one 
place, they fled to another. Sometimes while the troops were sedc- 
ing them m this quarter, they would be plundering and burning ii;i 
another* The countiy was mterspersed with such extensive groves, 
hideous swamps, and fastnesses, that notwithstanding the utmost 
vigilance and exertions, both of the soldiers and inhabitants, they 
would penetrate undiscovered far into the country, dp the mischief 
they designed, and make their escape. 

" Col. Church, tlie next year, was dispatched with about six hun- 
dred men, on an expedition into*the eastern country. He destroyed 
the towns of Minas, Chignecto, and some other settlements on the 
eastern rivers. He also did considerable damage to the enemy -at 
Penobscot aad Passaraaquoddy. 

" Afterwards several winter campaigns were undertaken, and 
troops marched up the rivers to the principal towns and forts of the 
eastern Indians, out they found their towns and forts abandonedj 
and the enemy, for gi^ter security, drawn off to Canada. No very 
considerable blow could therefore be given them. It was computed, 
that every Indian killed or t^ken, during the war, cost the country a 
thousand pounds. 

" Such were the distresses of the country in these times, that they 
are not easily described or conceived. Wliile large quotas of their 
best men were in service abroad, the rest were harassed by the 
enemy, subjected to continual sei-vice m garrisons and scouts at 
home. The inhahitants could till no lands, but such as were within 
call of their forts and garrisoned Jiouses. They lay down and rose 
up in fear, and procured their bread at tbe continual ha^iard of thcygr 
lives. 

" Little idea can be formed of what is to Jbe endured in a warwit^ 
savages in America. ^ In Europe the country is cultivated and 
inhabited, roads are n^ade, hospitals and magazines 9re prepared. 
If troops are conquered and taken, it is only an exchange otmastenu 
They expect kind treatment from a civilized and generous enemy.. 
But ma war with savages in America, everything is the reverse, 
every^feing .is terrible. Here troops hold tlieir marches through 
groviBs, thickets, and defiles, through a vast and dreary wilderness, 
where jthere are neither hospitals, maga^es, or refreshments, for the 
supplv of the well, nor reUef or conveniences for the sick or wound- 
ed. Ti'he face of the country, the nature of the service, the face and 
manner of the enemy are terrible. Their wild and horrible yells, 
'their unusual appearances afid manner of attack, are so alarming, 
tl^at they have often tbrovm tl)e best regular troops into the utjo^qet 
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omfiision. Thei)' extreme art in first discovering, waylaying, and 
surprising their enemy, the suddenness and violence of their attadw, 
and their merciless cruelty, aU conspire to make them truly a most 
terrible enemy. Victories over tliem, often are not decisive, while 
defeats involve the vanquished in total ruin. The least misfortune 
to be expected, in general, is simple death. If in the rude campaigns 
of America, there be less dignity, there is something more adventur- 
ous, more interesting to the heart, and more amu^ng to the imagin- 
ation, than in the more grand events of regular war. In them all the 
powers of courage and address are called forth into executicHQ, and 
and all the firmness of body and mind is put to the severest trial. 

" An Indian war forms a truly critical and dangerous service. It 
requires a firm body of the best regular troops, with a large propor- 
tion of the best marksmen, to compose a hght infantry, ft requires 
a commander of the firmest and coolest mind, full of precaution, and 
rich in expedients ; and who with'the glance of his eye, can catch 
cjyery ad\'antage and opportunity." 



CHAPTER III^ 



Conduct of the British Government toward her American Colpniee^ whid^ 
' ultimately caused the 'Reyolutionary War* 

SECTION L 

ORlGI8r OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

I'he germ of the Revolution, which issued in the establishment 
of the Independence of the British American Colonies, appeared at 
the veiy origin of their settlements. The pomponent parts of this 
gerTOj were selfishness, '^^litical and mercdntile^^ jealousy, igno- 
rance of the state of the (Jolonies, and of the policy with which Uiey 
flhould have been treated, and consequently bad laws and measures 
adopted by Parliament, for their regulation. This germ, in all its 
branches, jgrew with the growth of the Colonies, till it became the 
immediate cause of the eight" yedrs War, which termind;||i iri our 
Independence, and gave us a rank among the nations offE^rth. 
The mtelligent and indefatigable Roheft frakk, Esq. in his " a^Mj 
— containing an Histoncaf Outline of the merits and wrongs qftJk 
Coloniefff SfcJ^^ — ^has given the most satisfactory evidence of uie truth 
of the facts above stated, ifl the documents which he has laboriously 
collected and furnished from several authors of authority on the sub- 
ject. We give these documents, so &r as they are pertinent to th€| 
design of this work, accompanied with the remarks ot Mr. W. 



AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 81 

^ We have the following testimony in Hume's Appendix to his 
ftccount of the reign of James I. ' What chiefly renoers die rei^ 
of James memorable, is the commencement of the English colonies 
in Amcfrica ; colonies estabUshed on the noblest footing that has been 
known in any age or nation.' 

" ' Speculative reasoners, during that age, raised many objecti(His 
to the planting those remote colonies ; and foretold, that, after dnmiT 
ing their mother country of inhabitants, they would soon shake oflF 
her yoke, and erect an mdependent government in America.' 

"In the excellent article on the British colonics, of Postlethwayt's 
Universal Dictionary of Trade, there is a more particular statement 
to the same effect. 

*^ ' It is certain that from the veiy time Sir Walter Raleigh, the father of 
our English colonies, and his associates, first projected these establishments, 
there have been persons who have found an interest in misrepresenting or les- 
sening the value of them. When the intention of improving these distant coun- 
tries, and the advantages that were hoped for thereby, were first set forth, 
there were som^ who treated them not only as chimencal,' but as dangerous : 
They not only insinuated the uncertainty of the success, but the depopulating 
the nation. These, and other objections, flowing either from a narrowness of 
understandii%^or pf^heart, have been disproved by experience,' ^. &c. 

'* ' The dimcuities which will always attend such kjnd of settlements at the 
beginning, proved a new cause of clamour ; many malignant sugp^estions were 
made about sacrificing so many Englishmen tp tne obstinate desire of settling 
colonies in countries, which produced veiy little advantag^e. But, as these 
difficulties were gradually surmounted, those complaints vanished. No sooner 
firere those lamentations over, than others arose in their stead : when it could 
no longer be said that the colonies were useless, it was alleged that theywere 
not useful enough to their mother countiy ; that while we were loaded with 
taxes they were absolutely free ; that the planters lived like princes, while 
the inhabitants of England laboured hard for a tolerable subsistence. This 
produced cuisfoms anof impositions on plantation commodities,* &c. &c. 

" Within little more than a generation after the commencement 
of the plantations^ the royal g^ovemment anxiously began those formal 
inquines into their population and manufactures, which were so 
often renewed until the period of our revolt, and of which tlie results, 
^ tp manufactures, served tp place the jealousy that provoked them 
ID a ludicrous and pitiable Ught. In the reign of Charles I. com- 
^lissioners were deputed to ascertain the growth and dispositions of 
New-England. And we find her agent in London, in the time of 
Cromwell, informing one of his constituents, that, even then, there 
were not wanting many in England, to whom her privilege? were 
matter of envy, and who eagerly watched every opportunity of 
abridging her political liberties and faculties of trade. Besides em- 
issaries of the description just mentioned, the ministry of Charles 11. 
despatched spies to watch over the conduct and views of the royal 
governors in America. From the same motive, printing presses 
were denied to the plantations. We are told by Chalmers, that 
f* no printing press was allowed in Virginia ;" that '' in New-Eng- 
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land and New-Y(MkUiere were assuredly ncmewerw^ and that 
" the other provinces probably were not more fortunate."* Whwu 
Andros wets appointed by James IL captain-general of all the north- 
cm colonies, he was instructed " to allow of no printing press." In 
an official report of Sir William Berkeley, governor of Virginia, 
dated 20th June, 1671, there is the following characteristic pas- 
sage ; — " 1 thank God we have no free schools, nor any printing ; and 
I hope we shall not have them these hundred years. For leamiog 
has brought disobedience, and heresy, and sects hito the world, and 
printing has divulged them and libels against the best government: 
God keep us from both." Accordingly, every effort was made to 
shut out the pestilent tree of knowlecke. On the appointment of 
Lord Effingham to the government of Virginia, in 1683, he was or- 
dered, agreeably to the prayer of Sir William Berkley, " to allow no 
person to use a printing press on any occasion whatever." 

" The erect port, and firm tone, ofihe legislature of the infant Mas- 
sachusetts, not only filled the cabinetof Charles II. with alarm for 
the metropolitan sovereignty, but actually overawed them, so as to 
prevent the measures of repression which would otherwise have been 
pursued ; and to maintain the province in the license of action neces- 
sary for its prosperity. Curious and ^emark^ble evidence on these 
heads is extant in the Memoirs of Evelyn, who was one of tbe 
council of Charles IL His language deserves to be quoted. 

" * The 6th of May, 1670. 1 ^wrent to council, where was produced a mostexr 
act and ample information of the state of Jamaica, and ofihe best expedientsiu to 
New-England ^on which there was along debate ; but at length 'twas concluded 
that, if any, it should be only a concUtating paper at first, or civil letter, tiU 
we had better information of the present face of things, since we understood 
they were a people almost upon the very brink of renouncing any dependence 09 
the croaw.'— Vol. i. p. 415. 

" ' The first thing we did at our next meeting, was to settle the form of a 
circular letter to the governors of all his Majesty's plantations and territories 
in the West Indies and Islands thereof, to give them notice to whom the^ 
should apply themselves on all occasions, and to render us ^n account of their 
present state and government, but what we most insisted upon was^ to know ike 
condition of NeW'England^ which appearing to be very independent as to their 
regard to Old England or his Majesty^ rich and strong as they nwo were^ there 
were great debates in what style to write to them ;. for the condition of that 
colony was such, that they were able to contest with all other plantation! 
about them, and there was fear of their breaking from all dependence ontMs 
nation.^ — Ibid. 

" ' The matter in debate in council on the 3d of August, 1671, was, wbedier 
we should send a deputy to New-England, requiring them of the Massachu- 
setts, to restore such to their limits and respective possessions as had petition- 
ed the council ; this to be the open commission only, but in truth wUh secrtt 
instructions to informs the council of the condition of those colonies, and TX^iether 
they were of such power as to be able to resist his Majesty , and declare for ihan^ 
selves as independent ofihe crowne, which we are told, and which of late years 
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ve to advise his Majesty to send commissioners with a formal 
commission for adjustii^ boundaries, &c. with some other instructions.' — p. 
417. 

*' * We deliberated in council, on the 12th of January, 1672, on some fit 
^person to go as commissioner ^o inspect their actions in New-England^ and from 
time to time report how that people stood effected.' — p. 423. 

" When the real amount of the " riches and strength, and the pow- 
er to resist," mentioned in these extracts, is traced in the returns 
made from New-England at the era in question, it is difficult to think 
of the apprehensions of the British court, with any degree of seri- 
ousness. 

" The fisheries, shipping, and foreign West India trade of the 
colonies had scarcely become perceptible, before the British mer- 
chants and West India planters caught and sounded the alarm. 
As soon as the colonists, m the progress of wealtii and population, 
undertook to manufacture, for their own consumption, a few articles 
of the first necessity, such as hats, paper, &c. a clamour was raised 
by the manufacturers in England, and the power of the British rov- 
ernment was exerted to remove the cause of the complaint. The 
Discourse on Trade, of Sir Josiah Child, a work published in 1670^ 
but written in 1665, and long considered as of the highest authority, 
expresses, in the passages which I am about to quote, the prevail- 
ing opinions of the day. 

^ ^ Certainly it is the interest of England to discountenance and abate the 
number of planters at Newfoundland, for if they should increase, it would Id a 
iew years happen to us, in relation to that country, as it has to the fisfaeiy at 
New-England, which many years since was managed by English ships from the 
western ports ; but as plantations there increased, it (ell to the sole empI6y- 
meut of people settled there, and nothing of that trade left the poor old Eng- 
liAmeny but the liberty of carrying now and then, by courtesy or purchase^ 
a ship load offish to Bilboa, when their own New-English shipping are better 
empfoyed , or not at leisure to do it. ' 

^ New-England is the most prejudicial plantation to this kingdom. — I am 
now to write of a people, whose frugality, industiy and temperance, and the 
happiness of whose laws and institutions, promise to them long life, with a 
wonderful increase of people, riches and power ; and although no men ougki 
to envy that virtue and wisdom in others, vmich themselves either can or will not 
practise, but rather to commend and admire it ; yet I think it is the duty of 
every good man primarily to respect the welfare of his native country ; and 
therefore, though I may (mend some whom I would not willii^ly displease, i 
cannot omit, in the progress of this discourse, to take notice of seme particu- 
lars, wherein Old England suffers diminution by the growth of the colonies set- 
tled in New-Eneland.' 

'* * Of all the American ^antations, his majesty has none so apt for the build- 
ing of shipping as New-Ei^land, nor any comparably so qualified for the 
breeding of seamen, not only by reason of the natural industry oi that people, 
but principally by reason of their cod and mackerel fisheries ; and in my poor 
opinion, there is nothing more prejudicial, and in prospect more dangerous 
to any mother kingdom, than the increase of shipping in ner colonies, planta- 
tions, or provinces,' &c— Chap. 10. 
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'' Illustrations of the spirit testified in these extracts bom Child, 
may be collected from the work of Joshua Gee, " On the Trade and 
Navigation of Great Britain," published at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, and also held in great estimation. The follow- 
ing passages are from his tliirty-first chapter. 

^* ' But before I proceed to show the ^reat advantage those additional mate- 
rials would be to cany on the aforesaid manufactures, I think proper to taJ^e 
notice of an objection made by some gentlemen, which is, that if we encourage 
the plantations, they will grow rich, and set up for themselves, and cast off the 
Eng^Iish government.' 

'^' I have considered those objections abundance of times, the oftener 1 think 
of them, the less ground I see for such doubts and jealousies.' 

" ' It must be allowed, New-England has shewn an uncommon stiffness. 
We think, however, all judicious men, when they come to examine thoroi^^y 
into their fears, will see they are groundless ; and that as it seems impofisibfe 
for the other colonies to join in any such design, so nothing could be more 
against their own interest : For if New- England should ever attempt to be in- 
dependent of this kingdom, the Stopping their supplying the sugar islands, and 
coastir^ and fishii^ trade, would drive them to the utmost difficulties to sub- 
sist as aforesaid ; and of conse(iuence the part they have in that trade would 
fall into hands of other colonies, which would greatly increase their riches. 
But if some turbulent spirited men should ever be capable of raising any de- 
fection, a small squadron of light frigates would entirely cut off their trade, 
and if that did not do, the government would be forced, contraiy to their prac- 
tice, to do what other nations do of choice, viz. place standing Forces among 
them to keep them in order, and oblige them to raise money to pay them. We 
do not mention this with any apprehension that ever they will give occasion, 
but to shew the consequences tnat must naturally follow. 

" * Some persons who endeavour to represent this colony in the worst light, 
would persuade us they would put themselves under a foreign power, raUier 
than not gratify their resentments,' &c. 

'' ^ Now as people have been filled with fears, that the colonies, if encoura- 
ged to raise rough materials, would set up for themselves ; a little regulation 
would remove all those jealousies out of the way, as aforesaid,' &c. 

" * It is to be hoped this method would allay the heat that some people have 
shewn (without reason) for destroying the iron works in the plantations, and 
pulling down all their forges ; taking away in a violent Tiuxnner, their estates 
and properties^ preventing the husbandmen from getting their vhugh-thareSt 
earts^ or other utensils mended ; destroying the manufacture ofship buildingi 
by depriving them of the liberty of making bolts, spikes, or other things 
proper for carrying on that work ; by which article, returns are made for pur- 
chasing woollen manufactures, which is of more than ten times the profit that 
is brought into the kingdom by the exports of iron manufactures.' 

'' ' The present age is so far unacquainted with the cause of the increase of 
our riches, that they rather interrupt than encourage it, and instead of enlaig- 
ii^, lay hold of some small trifling things, which they think may touch their 
private jnterest, rather tlian pmniote the general gooa: and if they think any 



commodity from the plantations interferes with 
some has^ step is taken t( 
we often aeprive ourselves 



some has^ step is taken to prevent it ; so that for the sake of saving a pemiy, 

?s of things of a thousand times the value.' '' 



" The report made in 1731, at the command of the British Par- 
hament, by the Boajxl of Trade and Plantations, concerning the 
" trades carrieijton^ and manufactures set up, in the colonies," betrays 
much disqiiictude^ and recommends that, ^' some expedient be fallen 
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upon to direct the thoughts of the colonists from undertaklnprs of tliis 
kind ; so much the rather, because these manufactures in process of 
time, may be carried on in a greater degree, unless an early stop be 
put to their progi'ess." The report carefully notes that hi ]\e\v- 
£ngland " by a paper mill set up three years ago, they make to the 
value of 200/. sg. yearly.'^'* The measures adopted by the parlia- 
ment in 1732 and 1733, were symptomatic of the morBid sensibility 
common to all classes of politicians as well as traders. By the act 
•' for the better securing and encouraging the trade of his majesty's 
sugar colonies in America," the interests of New-Fjngland were 
sacrificed to those of the sugar planters. 

" The petition of Rhode-Island and Providence, against the sugar 
fX)lony bill, occasioned a debate in the House of Commons in 1 73.3, 
some parts of which deserve to be copied as interesting in a double 
point of view. 

" * Sir John Barnard moved for leave to bring up the petition.—' 

*' * Sir Wm. Yonge said, I must take notice of one thing which I have observed 
in the petition. They therein tell us, that as to the bill now dependine: be- 
fore us, they apprehend it to be against their charter. This, 1 must !)aj, is 
something very extraorduiary ; and in my opinion, looks very Jike aiming at 
an independence, and disclaiming the authority and jurisdiction of this House, 
as if this House had not a power to tax (hem, or to make any laws tor the 
regulating the affairs of their colonies ; therefore if there were no other reason 
for our not receiving the petition, on this single account I should be against it/ 

** ' Mr. Winnington — I iiope the petitioners have no charter which debars this 
House from taxing them as well as any other subjects of this nation. I am sure 
they can have no such charter.' 

'* ' Sir John Barnard alleged that the language of the petitioners was " that 
they humbly conceive, that the bill now depending, if passed into a law, 
would be highly prejudicial to their charter." It may be that this House has 
sometimes refused to receive petitions from some parts of Britain, agaimt 
duties to be laid on ; but this can be no reason why the petition I have now in 
my hand should be rejected. The people in every part of Britain have 9^ 
representative in this House, who is to take care of their particular interest— 
and they may, by means of their representative in this House, ofi'er what 
reasons^they thmk proper against any duties to be laid on. But the 
people who are the present petitioners, have no particular representatives in 
this House, therefore, they have no other way of applying or offering their 
reasons to this House, but in the way of beifig heard at the bar of the House, 
by their agent here in Eligfland. Therefore, the case of this petition is an 
exception.^ 

** ^ The question being put for bringing up the-petition, passed in the nega- 
tive.' — [Parliamentary History. ) 

" The trade of the northern colonies with the foreign West India 
Islands, would have been totally prohibited, according to the prayer 
of the sugar planters, had not the pariiamenl apprehended distant 
eonsequences, of a nature incompatible with the general British 
poUcy as to France.* The spirit of the legislation luider review, is 



*See Account of the European Settieintiits in America, rol. ii. p. 170. Moreofer, 
according to the same authoritv, ** The northern coloni«t detlar^d. thnt ii* thpy wert 

9 
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strikingly exeiiiplitied in the law of 1 732, to prevent the ' exportatkm 
of hats out of the plantations in America, and to restrain the number 
of apprentices taken by the hat makers, in the said plantations, &c.' 
So also, in the act of 1750; prohibiting, under severe penalties, the 
erection of any slitting-mill, plating-forge, or furnace for makkig 
steel, &c. Heavy complaints were made ki Great Britain, that the 
people of New-England " not satisfied with carrying out their own 
produce, had become carriers for the other colonies." The injustice 
of the restraints imposed or solicited, may be understood from the 
circumstance that New-England had no staple to exchange for the 
British manufactures* 

" These restraints, — ^those relating to manufactures, at least, were 
as unnecessaiy, as vexatious and unjust. Our experience since the 
separation, has demonstrated the extravagance of the a])prehensions 
of the mother country, when refen'ed to New-England at the beg'mning 
the last century. The selfishness must have been extTcme, the 
jealousy exquisite, which generated the pliantoms of an independent 
empire and rival manufactures in that quarter, at so early a period. 
The opinions of Adam Smith, conccrninff the British legislation gen- 
erally, in the case of the American colonies, carry with them an 
authority not to be resisted, and belong especially to an exposition, 
such as the one in which I am engaged. 

" * The policy of Europe has very little to boast of, eit!ier in the origiiia( 
establishment, or so far as concerns their internal government, in the subse- 
quent prosperity of the colonies of America.' 

*' * Folly and injustice seem to have been the principles which presided 
over, and directed the first project of establishing those colonies ; the folly of 
huntiiu^ after gold and silver mines, and the injustice of coveting the posses- 
sion ofa country whose harmless natives, far from having ever injured the. 
people of Europe, had received the first adventurers with every mark of kind- 
ness and hospitality.' 

** * The adventurers, indeed, who formed some of the latter establishments, 
joined to the chimerical project of finding gold and silver mines, other motives- 
more reasonable and more laudable ; but even these motives do ve^ little 
honour to the policy of Europe.' 

'' * The English Puritans, restrained at home, fled for freedom to America ; 
and established there the four governments of New-England. The Englisb 
Catholics treated with miteh greater injustice , established that of Maryland ; 
the Qpakers, that of Pennsylvania, &c. &c.' 

" ' The government of Ei^land contributed scarce any thing towards effec- 
tuating the establishment of some of its most important colonies in Nortk 
America.' 

** ^ When those establishments were effectuated, and had become so consid" 
erable as to attract the attention of the mother country, the first regulatioos 
which she made with regani to them had always in view to ketep to herself the 
monopoly of their commerce ; to confine their market, and to enlarge her owo 



deprived of so great a branch of their trade, it must necessitate them to the establish- 
xneiit of manufactures. For, if they were cut off from their foreicrn trade, they never 
rould inircliase in England tlie many thin^ for the use or the oroament of life, whicl»^ 
'ley have from tlience^ tc." 
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^ their expense, and eonsequtnUi/ rather to damp and discourage^ ihan to 
'quicken and forward the course of their prosperity. In the differeirt ways in 
which this monopoly has been exercised, consists one of the most essential 
differences ]n the policy of the different European nations with regard to their 




^reat estate in a distant country. The price indeed was very small, and 
instead of thirty years purchase, the ordinary price of land in the present 
itimes, it amounted to little more than the expense of the different equipments 
which made the first discovery, I'econnoitered the coast, and took a fictitious 
.possession of the country. The land was^ood and of great extent, and the 
cultivators having plenty of good ground vto jficork upon, and being for some 
time at liberty to sell their pi^oduce where iher^ pleased, became, in the 
'course of little more than thirty or forty years, (between 1620 and 1660) so 
numerous and thriving a people, that The fihop-keeijers and other traders of 
England, wished to secure to themselves the sionopoly of their custom. 
Without pretending, therefore, that they had paji4 any part, either of the 
original purchase money, or of the subsequent expense of improvement, they 

Petitioned the parliament that the cultivators of America might, for the future, 
e confined to their shop ; first, for bu;)ring all the goods which they wanted 
from Europe ; and, secondly, for sellmg all such parts of their own produce 
as those traders mi^kt find ii convenient to buy, for they did not find it con- 
venient to buy eveiT part of it. Some parts of it imported into England might 
have interfered with some of the trades which they themselves carried on at 
home. Those particular parts of it, therefore, they were willing that the col- 
onists should sell where tlfey could ; the farther off the better ; and, upon 
that account, proposed that their market should be confined to the countries 
south of Cape Pmisterre. A clause in the famous act of navigation establish- 
ed this truly shop-keeper proposal into a law.' 

" * The maintenance m this monopoly has hi^therto been the principal, or 
more properly, perhaps, the sole end and purpose of the dominion which Great 
Britain assumes over tier colonies. It is the principal badge of their depend- 
ency, and it jsthe sole fruit which has hitherto been gathered from that depend- 
,ency. Wha.tever expense Great Britain has hitherto laid out in maintaining 
Jtliis dependency, has really been laid out in order to support this monopoly.^ 

" ' While Great Britain encourages in America the manufactures ofjpig and 
bar iron, by exempting them from duties, to which the like commodities ai;e 
subject, when impo^ef from any other country, she imposes an absolute pro- 
hibition upon the erection of steel-furriaces and slit-mills in any of hpr Ameri- 
can plantations. She will not suffer her colonies to work in those more refined 
manufactures even of their own consumption ; but insists upon their purchasing 
of her n^erchants and manufacturers all goods of this l^ind^ which ihey havj^ 
occasion for.^ 

** ' She prohibits the exportation from one proyii^ to aipother by water, and 
even the carriage by land on horseback or m a cart, of hats, of wools and 
woollen goods, of the produce of America ; a regulation which effectually 
prevents the establishment of any manjufacture of such commodities for dis- 
tant sale, and confines the industry of her colonists in this way to such 
coarse and household manufactures^ aa a private family generally makes for it? 
#wn use, or for that of some of its neighbours in the same province.' 

" ' To prohibit a great people, however^ /^wii making all that th^ can of 
jeverypart of their own produce, or from employing their stock and industry %n 




improvement, a regard to their own interest would, probably, oave prevented 
them from duncg so. In their pre^nt state of improvement, those prohibition?, 
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perhaps, witLout uamping ihe>r industiy, or restraining it trom any eQaplojr-r 
ment lo which it would have gone of its own accord, are only impertinent badges 
of slavery imposed upon them, without any sufficient reason, by the groundleu 
jealousy of the merchants and manufacturers of the mother country,"* 

^ ' Of the g:reater part of the regulations concerning the colony trade, the 
merchants who carry it* on, it must be observed, have been the principal 
advisers. We must not wonder, therefore, if, in the greater part of them, 
their interest has been more considered than either that of the colonies or that 
of the mother country. In their exclusive privilege of supplying the colonies 
with all the goods which they wanted from Europe, and of purchasing all such 
parts of their surplus produce as could not interfere with any of the trades 
which tiuy themselves carried on at home, the interest of the colonies was 
sacrificed to the interests of those merchants.' 

" As tlio plantations advancrd in numbers, strengtli, wealth, anj 
manufactures, they awalccned a still more lively distrust, and jealous 
vigilance, in the mother country. In 1715, a bill was brought into 
the House of Commons to abolish all the charter governments j 
against wliich tyrannical project, the agent of Massachusetts, Dum- 
mer, published an elaborate and masterly pamphlet. One of the 
sections of his '' Defence ojFthe New-England Charters," is headed 
thus,—" The objection that the charter colonies will grow great and 
formidable, answered :" — and the author details, with much anxiety, 
the circumstances which, in his opinion, established the probability 
of the reverse. He begins his argument with stating, " There is one 
thing I have heard often urged against the colonies, and indeed, it is 
what one meets from people of all conditions and qualities. 'Tis 
said, that their increasing numbers and wealth, joined to their great 
distance fron> Great Britain, will give them an opportunity, in the 
course of some years, to throw off their dependence on the nation,' 
and declare themselves a free state, if not cm-bed in time. I have 
often wondered to hear some great men profess their belief of the 
feasibleness of this. &:c." In 1740, the House of Commons voted, 
upon the complaint preferred by the general court of Massachusetts, 
against Governor Belcher, for denying to them the disposal of the 
public monies, — "That the complaint, contained in the New-England 
memorial and petition, was frivolous and groundless ; an high msult 
upon his majesty's government, and tendmg to shake off the depend- 
ency of the said colony upon this kingdom, to which, by law anil 
right, they are and ought to be subject." When the general court 
ventured to censure one of their agents, Mr. Dunbar, for giving 
evidence before Parliament on the bill for the better securing th« 
trade of the sugar colonies, the House of Commons voted, nem. 
Gon. — " That the presuming to call any person to account, or pass a 
censure upon him ; for evidence given by such person before that 
House, was an audacious proceedings and an high violation of the 
privileges of that House." 

" To lessen the danger, or obviate new hazards, for her sovereignty 
and monopoly, England embraced the policy, of confining the settle- 
inents in North America as much as possible to the sea coast. Thfe 
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great points of preventing the French power fiDm bein^ immoveably 
established at their back, and over the whole vast interior ; of siecur- 
ing the Atlantic provinces not only from this evil, but from their cruel 
scourge — ^the Indians ; of opening the fruitful and beautiful countries 
beyond the Appalachian mountains to En^hsh cultivation and em- 
pire, were all postponed to views, of which it is difficult to say whether 
they were more selfish or short sighted. The plan of a colony on the 
Ohio, for salutary and noble purposes, was conceived in America in 
the middle of the last century, submitted fruitlessly to the British 
government in 1768^ and offered anew by Dr. Franklin, in 1770, 
with the engagement on the part of the projectors, to be at the whole 
expense of estabUshing and maintaining the civil administration of 
the country to be settled. A few extracts from the two Reports* of 
the Board of Trade and Plantations, on the subject, to the Lords of 
the privy council, will explain the favourite system in relation to the 
plantations. 

** ' And first with regard to the policy, we take leave to remind ybur lord- 
ships of that principle which was adopted by this Board, and approved and 
confirmed by his majesty, immediately after the treaty of Paris, viz. the 
confining the western extent of settlements to such a distance from the sea 
coast, as that those settlements should lie mithin the reach of the trade and 
commerce of this kin^dofn, upon which the strength and riches of it depend ; 
and also of the exercise of that authority and jurisdiction, which was conceived 
to be necessaiy for the preservation of the colonies, in a due subordination to, 
and dependence upon, the mother country ; and these we apprehend to have 
been two capital oqjects of his.majesty^s proclamation of the 7th of October, 
1763, by which his majesty declares it to be his royal will and pleasure, to 
reserve, under his sovereignty, protection, and dominion, for the use of the 
Indians, all the lands not included within the three new governments, the lim- 
its of which are described therein, as also all the lands and territories lying to 
the westward of the sources of the rivers which shall fall into the sea from the 
west and north-west, and by which all persons are forbid to make any pur- 
chases or settlements whatever, or to take possession of any of the lands aoove 
reserved, without special license for that purpose.' 

^ '^ * The same pnnciples of policy, in reference to settlements at so great a 
distance from the sea coast as to be out of the reach of all advantageous inter- 
course with this kingdom, continue to exist in their full force and spirit; and 
though various propositions for erecting new colonies in the interior parts of 
America have been^ in consequence of this extension of the boundary line^ sub- 
milted to the consideration of government y (particularly in that part of the coun- 
try wherein are situated the lands now-praved for, with a view to that object,) 
yet the dangers and disadvantages of complying with such proposals have been 
.80 obvious, as to defeat every attempt made for carrying them into execution.' 

"The commander in chief of his majesty's forces in North 
America, wrote in 1 769, to Lord Hillsborough, who presided over the 
colonial department ; — 

^^^ ' As to increasing the settlements to respectable provinces, and to coloni' 
Ration in general terms in the remote countries, I conceive it altogether incon- 

^Fourth to) Franklin's Works, article Ohio SottlemeRt 
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sistent with sound policjr, I do not apprehend the inhabitants could haye angr 
commodities to barter for manufactures, except skins and furs, which will nat- 
4jrally decrease as the country increases in people, and the deserts are culti- 
vated ; so that in the course of a few years, necessity would force them td 
provide manufactures of some kind for themselves ; and when all connezioQ 
upheld by commerce with the mother country shall cease, it may be expect- 
ed that ao independency in her government will soon follow. The laying 
,open new tjpracts of fertile country in moderate climates might lessen the pres- 
ent supply of the commodities of America, for it is the passion of every man to 
be a landholder, and the people bave a natural disposition to rove in search of 
good land, however distant.' 

" The Royal governor of Georgia, is quoted with great deference . 
by the Lords of Trade, as having written to thenoi thus : 

'' ' This nsatter, my lords, of granting large bodies of land in the back parts 
of any of his majesty's northern colonies, appears to me in a very serious and 
alarming light ; and I humbly conceive, may be attended with the greatest 
and worst of consequences ; tor, my lords, if a vast territory be granted to any 
set of gentlemen, who really mean to people it, and actually do so, it must 
draw and carry out a great jiumber of people from Great Britain ; ahd I ap- 
prehend, tbey will soon become a kind of separate and independent people, 
who will set up for themselves ; that t-hey will soon have manufactures of their 
own, &c. : in process of time, Ihey will become fornaidable enough to oppose 
his majesty's authority, &c.' 

" JVIr. Mills, in his " History of British India," uses this jem- 
phatic language. 'If it were possible for the English government 
to learn wisdom by experience, which eovemments rai'ely doj it 
might at last see, with regret, some of me effects of that illibera]; 
cowardly, and short-sighted policy, under wliich it has taken the 
most solicitous precautions to prevent the settlement of Englishmen ; 
trembling, forsooth, lest Englishmen, if allowed to settle in India, 
should detest and cast off'its yoke !' 

" ' It is wonderful to see how the English government, every now 
?cind tlien, voluntarily places itself in the station of a government ex- 
isting in opposition to the people, a government which hates, because 
it dreads the people, and is hated ny them in its turn. Its deport- 
ment with regard to the residence of the EngUshmen in India, speaks 
these unfavourable sentiments with a force which language coulcl 
not easily possess.' 

" I am myself unable devise a juster, or stronger commentary 
upon the policy towards the North American colonies, than is fur; 
mshed in tlie following general observation of the Edinburgh critics, 
in allusion to the case of India. ' We cannot conceive any thing 
more discreditable to a govenmient, than to place itself in opposition 
to a measure, conducive, and almost essential to the prospenty of a 
great empire, merely because it would be attended with a chance, 
at some cUstant period, of a curtailment of the extent of its domin- 
ions.' 

" We ought not to forget the eloquent condemnation of the pre* 
tension of 1 8 1 4, proboimccKl by Sir J ames Mackpitosh, in the HoifSj!^ 
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of Contoions, a condemnation equally due to his majesty's proclama- 
tion of the 7th October, 1763, and to the system of the Lords of 
Trade. ' The western frontier of North American cultivation is 
the part of the globe in which civilization is making the most rapid 
and extensive conquests on the wilderness. It is the point where 
the race of man is the most progressive. To forbid the purchase of 
land from the savages, is to arrest the progress of mankind. — More 
barbarous than the Norman tyrants, who afforested e^reat tracts of 
arable land for their sport, mmisters attempted to sQpulate that a 
territory quite as great as the British Islands, should be doomed to 
an eternal desert. They labom-ed to prevent millions of freemen 
and Christians from coming into existence. To perpetuate the 
English authority in two provinces^ a large part of North America 
was for ever to be a wilderness. The American negociators, by 
their resistance to so insolent and extravagant a demand, maintain* 
tainedthe common cause of civilized men.'* 

" Emigration to the colonies proved, from the outset, a subject of 
alarm for the mother country. Her apprehension from it was two- 
fold; of her own depopulation, and the translation and decline of her 
manufactures. 

" Precautions were taken against two great an efflux from the 
kingdom to America, even in the time of James I, and were renew- 
ed on several occasions in that of his successsor. The circum- 
stance is noticed by Hume in the following terms : — ' The Puri- 
tans, restrained in England, shipped themselves off for America, and 
laid there the foundations of a government, which possessed all the 
liberty, both civil and religious, of whidi they found themselves de- 
prived in their native country. But their enemies unwilling that 
they should any where enjoy ease and contentment, and dreading^ 
perhaps, the dangerous consequences of so disaffected a colonj^, pre- 
vailed with the king to issue a proclamation, debarring these devo- 
tees access even into those inhospitable deserets.' 

" In 1637, a proclamation was issued by Charles I, ' to restrain 
the disorderly ti-ansporting of his majesty's subjects to the colonies 
without leave;' and in 1638, another, 'commanding owners and 
masters of vessels, that they do not fit out any with passengers and 
provisions to New-England, without license from the Commissioners 
of Plantations.' One incident of the operation of this interdict has 
attracted die notice of all tlie historians, and is thus strikingly told by 
Robertson* 

** * The numberof the emigrants to America drew the attention of govern- 
ment, and appeared so formidable, that a proclamation was issued, prohibit- 
ing masters of ships from carrying passengers to New-England, without special 
permission. On many occasions this injunction was eluded or disregarded. 
Fatally for the king, it operated with full effect in one instance. Sir Arthur Has- 
lerig, John Hampden, Oliver Cromwell, and some other persons, whose prin- 
ciples and views coincided with theirs, impatient to enjoy those civil and 

♦Speech on the Treaty with America— April. 1815. 
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religious liberties, wpich tbey struggled in vain toobtaio in Great Britain, hired 
some ships to carry them and their attendants to New-England. By order of 
council, an embrago was Jaid on these when on the point of sailing ; and 
Charles, far from suspecting that the future revolutions m his kingdoms were 
to be excited and directed by persons in such an humble sphere of life, forci- 
bly detained the men destined to overturn his throne, and to terminate his days 
by a violent death.' 

" The reduction of the fortixiss of Louisbourg, in 1 745, by the colonial 
troops, — the twenty-five thousand soldiers whom the colonies furnish- 
ed and maintained in the war of 1755, — the foui' hundred privateers 
fitted out in their ports dming the same period, to cruise against 
French property, — the large smns which they advanced, beyond 
theii- fair proportion, to tlie mihtary chest, — the considerable aids in 
men and provisions,, which they sent to the West Indies, — the im- 

?ortant, piincipal share which they had in the overtlirow of the 
Pencil power in North America, and in the consequent, unexam- 
pled glory and aggrandizement of England, — ^these splendid efTorte 
and seniccs, extorted annual thanks from the British parliament, and 
rncomiums from the ministry: But they awakened no real gi'ati- 
tude, and won no solid marks of favour. The old jealousy was irri- 
tated; and a keener cupidity excited, by such supposed evidences 
of power and wealth : Tlie design so long formed of discharging upon 
the colonics a part of the load of taxation under wliich Britian groan- 
ed, and of fastening a military yoke upon their necks, was only con- 
firmed and ripened, by their generous Stnd excessive exertions for the 
triumph of the mother country over her gieat rival. This effect was 
rjuickiy visible in the stamp-act of 1765; and the scheme of subjuga- 
tion, though intermitted for a moment, was soon made evident by tlie 
revival of that act, and the train of desperate attempts upon the liber- 
ties and spirit of the colonies, which the Declaration of Independence 
has engraven on the memory of eveiy American. 

"The views and dispositions of the British ministry, from the year 
1 763, until the sword was drawn, and during the struggle, are so 
well known, as scarcely to call for illustration from history • It is 
alike notorious and confessed, that the majority of the British nation 
partook in them, and finally consented to the recognition of Ameri-. 
can independence, not from any change of feehngs, but from mornen- 
tary exhaustion and discouragement. As the deteiinination of the 
colonies to resort to arms, became apparent, and after the rupture 
was complete, the jealousy of dominion and monopoly, and the di^ad 
of future rivalry, heightened into rage, and no longer restrained by 
immediate interest, were vented in eveiy variety of passionate and 
resentful expression. ' 1 must maintain,' said a ministerial leader ih 
the House of Lords, in the debate of the 26th October, 1775, on the 
king's speech, ' that it would have been better that America had never 
been known, than that a great consolidated empire should exist inde- 
pendent of Great Britian.' "* 



' Walsh's Appeal, p. 4— «4. 



AMERICAN REVOLUTIOlSr. 73 



SECTION 11. 

EVENTS WHICH HAPPENED BETWEEN 1751 AND 1763, THE PEIUO^ 

OP THE FRENCH WAR. 

. Though not in strict chronological order we begin with*— 

THE ALBANY PLAN OP UNION. 

Of this Plan, often referred to, but httle is generally known. — The 
following authentic account of it, is abridged from the Works of Dr. 
jFranklin, who was its principal Author. 

This Congress, for reasons which will appear in tlie sequel, 
was called by the crown, and may be considered as the germ of 
that larger congress, called by the freemen of our country, which 
twenty-five years after, declared thirteen united colonies^ to be free^ 
independent and United Sltates. Had the Albany Plan been approved 
by the crown, we might still have been colonies to Great Britain* 

ALBANY PAPERS. 

Containing, I. Reasons and Motives on which the Plan of Union for the Col«- 
ONIES was formed; — 11. Reasons against Partial Unions ; — III. The Plan 
of Union drawn by B. F. and unanimously agreed to by the Commissioners 
from New Hampshire, Massachusetts* Bay, Rhode Island, New Jersey, 
Maryland, and Penn^lvania,* met in Congress at Albany, in July, 1754, to 
consider of the best Means of defending the King's Dominions in America, 
&c. a war being then apprehended ;t with the Reasons or Motives for the 
Flan. 

I. Reasons and Motives on which the Plan of Union wasforrned* 

The commissioners from a number of the northern colonies being 
met at Albany^ and considering the difficulties that have always at- 
tended the most necessary general measures for the common de- 
fence, or for the annoyance of the enemy, when they were to be car- 
xied through the several pailicular assemblies of all the colonies ; 

* This plan was intended for all the colonies ; bat, commissioners from some of 
them not attending, their consent to it was not, in this respect, universally expressed. 
Governor Pownall, however, says, 'That he had an opportunity of conversing with, 
and knowing the sentiments of the commissioners' ^ appointed by their respective pro« 
vinces, to attend this congress, to which they were called hy the crown ;' * of learn- 
ing from their experience and judgment, the actual state of the ^meriran business and 
interest ; and of hearing amongst them, the grounds and reasons of that Amtriran 
Union, which they then had under deliberation, and traf»smitted the plan of to EnghfUf;'^ 
and, he adds, in another place, ^ that the sentiments of our colonies were collected in an 
authentic manner on this subject in the pkn proposed by Dr. Franklin, and unanimous- 
ly agreed to in congress.' 

t Dr. Franklin, Governor Hutchinson, and Governor Pownall were members of Ai* 
CrongresF. 

10 
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some assemblies being before at variance with their governors or 
councils, and the several branches of the government not on terms 
of doing business with each other; others taking the opportunity, 
when their concurrence is wanted*, to push for favourite laws, pow- 
ers, or points that they think could not at other times be obtamed, 
and so creating disputes and quarrels ; one assembly waiting to see 
what another will' do, being afrgdd of doing more than its snare, of 
desirous of doing less ; or refusing to do any thing, because its coun- 
try is not at present so much exposed as others, or because another 
vim reap more immediate advantage •, from one or other of which 
causes, the assemblies of six (out of seven) colonies, appUed to, had 
granted no assistance to Virginia^ when lately invaded oy the FVench, 
though purposely convened, and the importance of the occasion ear- 
nestly urged upon them : considering moreover, that one principal 
encouragement to the French, in invading and insulting the British 
American dominions, was their knowledge of our disunited state, 
and of our weakness arising bom such want of anion ; and that fix»ii 
hence different colonies were, at different times, extremely harassed, 
and put to great expence both of blood and treasure, who would 
have remained in peace, if the enemy had had cause to fear the 
drawing on themselves the resentment and power of the whole; the 
said commissioners, considering also the present incroachments 
of the French, and the mischievous consequences that may be ex- 
pected from them, if not opposed with our force, came to an unani- 
mous resolution,— T%a^ an union of the colonies is absolutely necessa- 
ry for their preservation. 

The manner of forming and estabhshing this union was the next 
point. When it was considered that the colonies were seldom all 
m equal danger at the same time, or equally near the danger, or 
equally sensible of it ; that some of them had particular interests U» 
manage, with which an union might interfere ; and that they were 
extremely jealous of each other ; — ^it was: thought impracticable to 
obtain a joint agreement of all the colonies to an unbn, in which the 
expence and burthen of defending any of them should be divided 
among them all ; and if ever acts of assembly in all the colonies 
could be obtained for tliat purpose, yet as any colony, on the least 
dissatisfaction, might repeal its own act and thereby withdraw itself 
from the union, it would not be a stable one, or such as could be de^ 
pended on : for if only one colony should, on any disgust withdraw 
itself, others might thmk it unjust and unequal that they, by contin^ 
uing in the union, should be at the expence of def(^)Tning a colony 
wliich refused to bear its proportionable part, and v,( juld therefore 
one after another withdraw, till the whole crumbled iiiio its original 
parts. — ^l^herefore the commissioners came to another previous reso- 
lution, viz. That it iras necessary the union should be established by 
act of Parliament. 

They then proceeded to sketch out a plan of amon., which tliey 
Tid in a plain and concise manner, just suflicient to sliew their aena* 
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mehts of the kind of union that would best suit the circumstances of 
the colonies, be most agreeable to the people, and most effectually 
promote his Majesty's service and the general interest of the British 
empire. — ^This was i-espectfully sent to the assemblies of the several 
colonies for their consideration, and to repeive such alterations and 
improvements as they should think fit and necessary ; after which it 
was proposed to be transmitted to England to be perfected, and the 
estabUshment of it there humbly solicited. 

This was as much as the commisaoners could do* ^ 

II. Reasons against partial Ujiions.. 

Some of the Commissioners proposed to " form the colonies into 
two orthree distinct unions;" but tliis proposal was overruled for rea- 
sons which are given at large under this head in the original, but 
which are omitted here, as not important to our purpose. 

III. Plan of a proposed Union-of the several colonies of Massacbusett's Bay, 
New-Harnpshircy Connecticut, Rhode -Island, New- York, New-Jersev, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and 6outh Carolina for 
their mutual defence and secority, and for extending the British settlements 
in North America. 

It is proposed— -That humble application be made for an act of Parliament 
oiGrwt Dfitatn^ by virtue of which one general government may be formed 
in America^ includicg aiJ the said colonies, within and under w4iich gav^mmeot 
each colony may retain its present constitution, except in the particulars 
wherein a change may be directed by the said act, as hereafter follows. 

President General, and Grand ConnciL 

That the said general government be administered by a President General 
to be appointed and supported by the crown ; and a Grand Council to be 
jchosen by the representatives pf the people of the several colonies met in their 
respective assemblies. 

Election of Members* 

Members for the grand council, shall be chosen in the following proportion, 
l^zt is to say, 



MfassachusetVs Bay 7 

/few-Hampshire S 

Ckmnecticut 5 

JUiode-Island 2 

AVw- York 4 

NeW'Jerseys 3 



Permsvlvonia 6 

Maryland 4 

Virginia 7 

North Carolina 4 

South Carolina 4 



48 

Place of First Meeting. 

Who shall meet for the first time at the city of Philadelphia in Pennsylva-* 
ilia, being called by the President General as soon as conveniently may hff 
;9J^r hji3 appoiAtrnftpt. 
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% 

Neto Election. 

That there shall be a new election of the members of the Grand Coudc3 
evenr three years ; and on the death or resignation of any member, his place 
shall be supplied by a new choice at the next sitting of the assembly of the 
colony he represented. 

Proportion of Members after the first three years. 

That aTteiLthe first three years, when the proportion of money arising out of 
each colony to the general treasury can be known, the number of meniDeis to 
be chosen for each colony shall from time to time, in all ensuiqg elections, be 
regulated by that proportion (yet so as that the number to be chosen by any 
one province be not more than seven, nor less than two.) 

Meetings of the Grand Council, and Call. 

That the Grand Council shall meet once in every year, andoOener if occa- 
sion require, at such time and place as they shall adjourn to at the last pre- 
ceding meeting, or as they shall be called to meet at by the President Genenl 
on any emergency ; he having first obtained in ivriting the consent of seven of 
the members to such call, and sent due and timely notice to the whole. 

r 

Continuance. 

That the Grand Council have power to choose their speaker ; and shall 
neither be dissolved* prorogued, nor continued sitting longer than six weeks at 
one time ; without their own consent or the special command of the crown. 

Memier'^s Allowance. 

That the members of the Grand Council shall be allowed for their service 
ten shillings sterling j9erch*e?ii, duringtheir session and journey to and from the 
place of meeting ; twenty miles to be reckoned a day's journey. 

Assent of President General and his Duty. 

That the assent of the President General be requisite to all acts of the 
Grand Council ; and that it be his office and dqty to cause them to be car- 
ried into execution. 

Power of President General and Grand Council. Treaties of 

Peace and War. 

That the President General, with the advice of the Grand Council, bold or 
direct all Indian treaties in which the general interest of the colonies may be 
concerned ; and make peace or declare war with Indian nations. 

Indian Trade. 

. That they make such laws as they judge necessary for r^ulating all Indian 
trade. 

Indian Purchases. 
That they make all purchases frooi Indians for the ctowdji of lands not now 
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within the bounds of particular colonies or that shall not be within their bounds 
when some of them are reduced to more conTenienl dimensions. 

New Settlements. 

That they make new settlements on such purchases by granting lands in th«» 
King's name, reserving a quit-rent to the crown for tlie use of the general 
treasury. 

Laws to govern them. 

That they make laws for rq^lating and governing such new settlements, 
ill] the crown shall think fit to form them into particular governments. 

Raise Soldiers and equip Vessels^ ifc. 

That they raise and pay soldiers and build forts for the defence of any of 
the colonies, and eouip vessels of force to guard the coasts and protect the 
trade on the ocean, fakes, or great rivers ; but they shall not impress men in 
any colony without the consent of the legislature. 

Power to make Laws, lay Duties^ 8fc. 

That for these purposes they have power to make laws, and lay and levy 
such general duties, imports, or taxes, as to them shall appear most equal and 
just, (considering the ability and other circumstances of the inhabitants in the 
several colonies,) and such as may be collected with the least inconvenience to 
the people ; rather discouraging luxury, than loading industry with unnepes- 
saiy burthens. 

General Treasurer and Particular Treasurer. 

That they may appoint a General Treasurer and Particular Treasurer in 
each government when necessary ; and from time to time may order the sums 
10 the treasuries of each government into the general treasuiy ; or draw on 
them for special payments, as they find most convenient. 

Money how to issue. 

Tet no money to issue but by joint orders of the President General and 
Grand Council; except where sums have been appropriated to particular 
purposes, and the Presidmit General is previously impowered by an act to 
draw for such sums. 

Accounts. 

That the general Accounts shall be yearly settled and reported to the several 
assemblies. 

Quorum. 

. That a quorum of the Grand Council impowered to act with the President 
General, do consist of twenty-five members ; among whom there shall be one 
or more from a majority of the colonies. 
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Laws to he transmitted. 



That the laws made by them for the purposes aforesaid shall not be repug- 
..mt, but, as near as may be, aa^reeMe to the laws o( England, and shall be 
transmitted to the Kii^ in council for approbation as soon as may be after their 



passing ; and if not disapproved withm three years after presentation, to re- 
vain m force. 

Death of the President General. 

That in case of the death of the President General, the speaker of the. 
Grand Council for the time being shall succeed, and be vested with the same 
powers and authorities, to continue till the King's pleasure be known. 

Officers how appointed. 

That all militaiy commission officers, whether for land or sea service, tt 
act under this general constitution, shall be nominated by the President Gen- 
eral ; but the approbation ot the Grand Council is to be obtained, before they 
receive their commissions. And all civil .officers are to be nominated by tlie 
Grand Council, and to receive the Pses^dent General's approbation Mfore 
they officiate. 

Vacancies how supplied. 

But In case of vacancy by death, or removal of any officer civil or militarf 
under this constitution, the governor of the province in which such vacancy 
happens, may appoint till jtbe pleasure of the President General and Graoa 
Council can be known. 

Each Colony may defend itself on emergency^ 8fc. 

" That the particular military as well as civil establishments in each colony 
remain in their present state, the general constitution notwithstanding ; wi 
that on sudden emei^encies any colony ma^ defend itself and lay the accounts 
of expence thence arising before the President General and general a)uncil» 
who may allow and order payment of the same as far as they judge such ac" 
counts just and reasonable. 

The foregoing Plan of Union was sent home to the Government, 
for approbation. It was, however, reiccled, and another sulnnitted 
Iqr tlie English Minister, proposing that " the governors of all tlie 
coloiiies, attended by one or two members of their respective Colm- 
ey, should assemble, and concert measures for the defence of the 
ivhole, erect forts where they judged proper, and raise what titx)ps 
they thought necessary, with power to draw on the treasury here lor 
tlie gums that should be wantai, and the treasury to be reimbursed by 
a tax laid on the colonies by ojctof Parliament. '^'^ 

This new plan being communicated by Governor Shirley to Dr. 
FraDlcfin, who was then in Boston, the Dr. in several letters states 
yiolgections to it, which are supposed to have had a principal influ- 
ggoe against its adoption, by the colonies ; for after tnis correspon- 
^pce we hear no more ojf it. 



/ 
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A letter of Dr. Fanklin to Gov. Shirley, written at this time, ** on 
the subject of uniting the colonies more intimately with Great Brit- 
ain, by allowing them Representatives in Parliament," deserves a 
place in this work. 

Boston, Dec 22, 1754. 
Sir J 
Since the conversation your Excellency was pleased to honour 
me with, on the subject of uniting the colonies more intimately with 
Great Britain, by allowing them representatives in Parliament, 1 have 
something further considered that matter ; and am of opinion, that 
such an union would be very acceptable to the colonies ; provided 
they had a reasonable number of representatives allowed them ; and 
that all the old acts of Parliament restraining the trade or cramping 
the manufactures of the colonies, be at the same time repealed, and 
the British subjects on this side the water, put, in those respects, on 
the same footing with those in Great Britain, till the new Parliament, 
representing the whole, shall think it for the interest of the whole to 
re-enact some or all of them : it is not that I imagine so many repre- 
sentatives will be allowed the colonies, as to have any great weight, 
by their numbers ; but I think there might be sufficient, to occasion 
those laws to be better and more impartially considered, and perhaps 
to overcome the interest of apetty corporation, or of any particular 
set of artificers or traders in England, who heretofore seem, in some 
instances, to have been more regarded than all the colonies, or than 
was consistent with the general interest,^ or best national good. I 
think too that the government of the colonies, by a ParUament, in 
which they are fairly represented, would be vastly more agreeable 
to the people, than the method lately attempted to be intromiced by 
royal instruction ; as well as more ^reeable to the nature of an 
English constitution, and to English Hberty ; and that such laws as 
now seem to bear hard on the colonies, would (when judged by such 
a Parliament for the best interest of the whole) be more cheerfiilly 
submitted to, and more easily executed. 

I should hope too, that by such an union, the peqple of Great Brit- 
ain, and the people of the colonies, would learn to consider themselves, 
as not belonging to different communities with different interests, but 
to one community with one interest ; which J imagine would con- 
tribute to strengthen the whole, and greatly lessen the danger of 
future separations. 

It is, I suppose, agreed to be the general interest of any state, that 
its people be numerous and rich ; men enow to fight in its defence,^ 
ana enow to pay sufficient taxes to defray the charge ; for those 
' circumstances tend to the security of the state, and its protection 
from foreign power. But it seems not of so much importance 
whether the figliting be done by John or Thomas, or the tax paid 
by William or Charles. The iron manufacture employs and en- 
riches British subjects, but is it of any importance to the state. 
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whether the manufacturer lives at Birmingham or Sheffield, or both i 
since they are still within its bounds, and their wealth and persons 
still at its command ? Could the Goodwin Sands be laid dry bv 
banks, and land eaiial to a lar^e country thereby gained to England, 
and presently filled with English inhabitants ; would it be right to 
deprive such inhabitants of the common privileges enjoyed by other 
Englishmen, the right of vending their produce m the same ports, or 
of making their own shoes ; because a merchant or a shoemsiker, liv- 
ing on the old land, might fancv it more for his advantage to trade 
or make shoes for them ? Would tliis be right, even if the land were 
gained at the expense of the state ? And would it not seem less right 
if the charge ana labour of gaining the additional territory to Britain 
had been borne by the settlers themselves ? And would not the 
hardship appear yet greater, if the people of the new country should 
be allowed no representatives in rarliament enacting such imposi- 
tions ? Now I look on the colonies as so many countries gained to 
Great Britain ; and more advantageous to it, than if they had been 
gained out of the sea around our coasts, and joined to its land ; for 
being in different climates, they afford greater variety of produce, and 
materials for more manufactures ; and being separated by the ocean, 
they increase much more its shipping and seamen : ana, since they 
are all included in the British empire, which has only extended itseu 
by their means ; and the strength and wealth of the parts is the 
strength and wealth of the whole ; what imports it to the general 
state, whether a merchant, a smith, or a hatter, crow rich in Old or 
New-England ? And if through increase of peo^e, two smiths are 
wanted for one employed before, why may not the new smith be 
allowed to live and thrive in the jiew country, as well as the old one 
in the old ? In fine, why should the countenance of a state be par* 
tially afforded to its people, unless it be most in favour of those who 
have most merit ? And, if there be any difference, those who have 
most contributed to enlarge Britain^s empire and commerce, in- 
crease her strength, her w^th, and the numbers of her people, at 
the risque of their own lives and private fortunes in new and strange 
countries, methinks ought rather to expect some preference. With 
the greatest respect and esteem, I have the honour to be 
Your Excellency's most obedient, 

and liumble Sen ant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 



Plan for settling two Western Coionics in North America, with Reasons for 

the Plan, 1754. 

The great country back of the Apalachian mountains, on botii 
sides the Ohio^ and between that river and the lakes, is now well 
known both to the English and French, to be one of the finest in 
.'\nrfh Amprira. for the extrenio richness and fortihtv of the land ; the. 
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healthy temperature of the air, and mildness of the climate ; the 
plenty of hunting, fishing, and fowling ; the facility of trade with the 
Indians ; and the vast convenience of inland navigation or water- 
carriage by the lakes and great rivers, many humlred of leagues 
around* 

From these natural advantages it must undoubtedly (perhaps in 
less than another century) become a populous and powenul domin« 
ion ; and a great accession of power, either to England or France. 

The French are now making open encroachments on these terri- 
tories, in defiance of our known rights •, and if we longer delay to 
settle that country, and suffer them to possess it, — ^these inamven^ 
iences and mischiefs will probably follow : 

! . Our people, being confined to the country between the sea and 
the inountains, cannot much more increase in number ; people in- 
creasinjo; in proportion to their room and means of subsistence. 

2. The French will increase much more, by that acquired room 
and plenty of subsistence, and become agreat people behind us. 

3. Many of our debtc^ and loose English people, our German 
servants, and slaves, will probably desert to them ; and increase their 
numbers and strength, to the lessaiing and weakening of ours. 

4. They will cut us off firom all commerce and alliance with the 
western Indians, to the ^"eat prejudice of Britain, by preventing the 
flale and OHisumption of its manufactures. 

5. They will both in time of peace and war (as they have always 
done against New-England) set the Indians on to harass our frontiere^ 
kill and scalp our people, and drive in the advanced settlers ;* and 

*A very inteHirent writer. Dr. Clark, id bis Oheervatioiis oil tke lata and preaeMp 
Conduct of the FreDcb, &c. printed at Boitao 1755, tayi — 

^ The Indiana in tiis French interest are, npon all proper opportamtief , inttigated by 
ffiHrpriettty (who have generallj the chief management of their public councils,) to acta 
of hostility against the Engtish, eiren in time of profound peace between the two crowns. 
Of this there are many undeniable instances : The war between the Indians and the 
colonies of the Massachusetts Bay and New-Hampshire, in 1723, by which those col- 
onies suflfered so much damaee, was begun by the instigation of the French ; their 
supplies were from them ; and there are now original letters of several Jesuits to be 
produced, whereby it eiridently appears, that they were continually animating the 
Indians, when almost tired with the war, to a farther prosecution of it. The French 
not only excited the Indians, and supported them, but joined their own forces with 
them in all the late hostilities that have been committed within his Majesty^s province 
of Nova Scotia. And from an intercepted letter this year from the Jesuit at Penobscott, 
and from other information, it is certain that they have been using their utmost 
endeavours to excite the Indians to new acts of hostility agaiost bis Majesty's colony 
of the Massachusetts Bay ; and some have been committ6d.-^The Frendi not only 
excite the Indians to acts of hostility, but reward them for it, by bvsfing the Englith 
prisonert of them : for the ransom of each of which they afterwards demand of us the 
price that is usually given for a slave in these colonies. The^ do this upder the rpe- 
cious pretence of rescuing the poor prisoners from the cruelties and barbarities of the 
eavages ; but in reality to encourage them to continue their depredations, as they can, 
by this means, get more by hunting the English, than by hunting wild beasts ; and the 
FVench at the same time are thereby enaUed to kitep up a large body of Indiaofi 
entirely at the exptrue of the EnglithJ* 
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so, in preventing our obtaining more subsistence by cultivating ojf 
new lands, they discourage our marriages, and keep our pec^Ie from 
increasing ; thus (if the expression may be allowed) killing thou* 

sands of our children before they are bom. 

If two strong colonies of English were settled between the Ohio 
and Lake Ejie, in the places nereafter to be mentioned, — these 
advantages might be expected : 

1 . They would be a great security to the fixjntiers of our other 
colonies ; by preventing the incursions of the French and French 
Indians of Uanada, on the back parts of Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, and the Carolinas ; and the frontiers of such new colonies 
would be much more easily defended, than those of the colonies last 
mentioned now can be, as will appear hereafter. 

2. The dreaded junction of the French settlements in Canadoy 
with those of Louisiana would be prevented. 

3. In case of a war, it would be easy, fi:om those new colonies, to 
annoy Louisiana by going down the Ohio and Mississippi ; and the 
southernpart of Canada by sailing over the lakes ; and thereby con- 
fine the French within narrower limits. 

4. We should secure the friendship and trade of the Miamis or 
Twightweesy (a numerous people, consisting of many tribes, inhabiting 
the country oetween the west end of Liake Erie, and the south end 
of Lake Hurons, and the Ohio -,) who are at present dissatisfied with 
the French, and fond of the Enghsh, and would gladly encourage 
and protect an infant English settlement in or near their country, as 
some of their chiefs have declared to the writer of this memoir. 
Further, by means of the lakes, the Ohio, and the Mississippi, our 
trade might be extended through a vast country, among many nu- 
merous and distant nations, greatly to the benefit of Britain. 

5. The settlement of all the intermediate lands, between the 
present frontiers of our colonies on one side, and the lakes and Afis- 
sissippi on the other ; would be faciUtated and speedily executed, to 
thegreat increase of Englishmen^ English trade, and English power. 

The grants to most of the colonies, are of long narrow slips of land, 
extending west fipom tlie Atlantic to the South Sea. They are 
much too long for their breadth ; the extremes at too great a dis- 
tance ; and therefore unfit to be continued under their present 
dimensions. 

Several of the old colonies may conveniently be limited westward 
by the Alleghany or Apalachiari mountains ; and new colonies formed 
west of those mountains. 

A single old colony does not seem strong enough to extend itself 
otherwise than inch by inch : it cannot venture a settlement far 
distant from the main body, being unable to support it : But if the 
colonies were united under one governor general and grand councU, 
agreeable to the Albany Plan, they might eaaly, by their joint force^ 
establish one or more new colonies, v^enever they should judge it 
necQsgary or advantageous to the interest of the wHole.* . 

^Extract from the <* Flan for fettling two weitem colonieii'' &c,* 
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^'A number of noblemen, merchants, and planters of Westminster, 
London, and Virginia, about the year 1751, obtained a charter 
grant, of six hundred thousand acres, on and near the Ohio River. 
In pursuance of the terms of their patent, the lands were survej'^ed, 
about two years after the grant, and settlements were soon made. 

The governor of Canada, had early intelhgence of the transac- 
tions of the company, and was alarmed with apprehensions, that 
they were prosecuting a plan, which would effectually deprive the 
French of tne advantages, which they derived from their trade with 
the Twightwees ; and what was still worse, would cut off the com- 
munication between the colonies of Canada and Louisiana. T1k3 
French claimed all the country from the Mississippi, as far in upon 
Virginia, as the Alleghany mountains. This claim was founded on 
the pretence, that they were the first discoverers of that river. To 
secure their claims and preserve the communication between their 
two colonies of Canada and Louisana, they had not only erected a 
fort on the south side of Lake Erie, but one about fifteen miles south 
of that, on a branch of the Ohio, and another at the conflux of the 
Ohio and the Wabache. Nothing could be more directly calculate 
to dash a favourite plan of France, than the settlement of the OMo. 

The Grovernor of Canada therefore wrote to the governors of New^ 
York and Pennsylvania, representing that the En^Ush traders had 
encroached on the French, by trading with their Indians, and threat- 
ening that he would seize them wherever they should be found. 

Accordingly, in 1753, a part)r of French and Indians seized the 
British traders, among the Twightwees, and carried them to their 
fort on the south side of Lake Erie. The Twightwees, resenting 
the injury done to the British traders, their allies, made reprisals on 
the French, and sent several of their traders to Pennsylvaiiia. The 
French, however, persisted in their claims and continued to strength- 
en their fortifications. 

The Indians at tlie same time, jealous that settlements were about 
to be made on their lands, without purchase or consent from them, 
threatened the settlers. These claims and encroachments of the 
French, and threats of the Indians, struck at the very existence of 
the Ohio Company. Complaints were therefore made to Lieutenant 
Governor Dinwiddle, of Virginia, and the province began to interest 
themselves warmly in the affair. The Indians were, in some 
measure, pacified, by a pretended message delivered tliem fix)m tha 
king. Maj . W^ashington was despatched to Mr. St. Pierre, the French 
commandant on the Oliio, to demand the reasons of liis hostile con- 
duct, and, at the same time, to insist on the withdrawment of his 
troops. A party of Vir^nians were also sent forward to erecf a fort 
at the conflux of the Ohio mid Monongahela. 

The French commander denied the charge of hostility, and wais 
so far from withdrawing his forces, that he made an absolute claim 
of the country, as the property of the French king, and declared that, 
agreeably to his instruetions, he would seize and send prisoner to 
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Canada, every Englisman, who should attempt to trade on tlie Ofak) 
or any of its branches. 

Before the Virginians had finished their designed fortifications on 
the Ohio, the French came upon them, and, driving them out of the 
country, erected a regular fort on the very ground where they had 
begun their fortifications. This fortress, which was called du 
Quesne, very much commanded the entrance of the whole country 
on the Ohio and Mississippi** This gave a general alarm not only 
to the colonies, but to Great Britain* 

It was easily foreseen, that if the French should unite Canada 
with their settlements at the mouth of the Mississippi, by a possession 
of that vast Country, which Ues between them, that the colonies 
would not only sustain the loss of a great part of their country, and 
all share in the Indian trade •, but, that in time of War, their frontiertii 
would be exposed to continual alarm and danger. They must also 
be subjected to the ruinously expensive and impracticable defence 
of a frontier more than a thousand miles in length. On the contrary 
if the designs of France on Nova Scotia and the Ohio, could be 
defeated, it would entirely disunite their colonies : and, as tlie en* 
trance into the one, is in the winter season shut up by frost, and as 
that into iJie other is always difficult, by reason ol the banks, at the 
mouth of the Mississippi, they would consequently become of little 
value to France. It was also foreseen that the fortune of these 
colonies would immediately affect their settlements in the West In- 
dies. As these points were fully comprehended by both nations, 
thev were equally determined to maintain their respective claims. 

No sooner, therefore, were the British ministry acquainted with 
the claims and conduct of the French, than they instructed the Vir* 
ginians, by force of arms to resist their encroachments. Oiders were 
given that several independent companies in America should assist 
the Virginians. Major Washington was advanced to the rank of a 
colonel, and appointed to command the troops destined to remove the 
French encroachments on the Ohio. In May the colonel fell in with 
a party fi'om fort du Quesne, under the command of one Jamonville, 
whom he totally defeated. De VilUer, who commanded at fort du 
Quesne, incensed at this djsfeat, marched down upon imn, with nine 
hundred men, besides Indians. The colonel had thrown up some 
imperfect works, which were with propriety termed Fort Necessity ; 
hoping to defend himself in his post, till he should be reinforced, by 
the companies expected from New- York. Within these works, he 
made so brave and obstinate a defence, that De Villier, finding lie 
had desperate men to combat, ofTei-ed him an honourable capitula- 



•Id these ravages the French destroyed all the English traders but two, and plunder- 
ed them of skins and other commodities to the amount of twenty thousand poundi. 
They finally came on from Venangi>, with a thousand men, and eighteen pieces of can- 
non, in three Imodred canoes, drove off the Virgipi^s and built fort du Quesne.— 
Rider's Hilt. voL xl. p. 71. 
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lion. This he accepted, and retreated witli his party to Virginia* 
Jt was but two months after this event that the Congress met at 
Albany, of whose proceedings we have already i^iven an account.* 

On the reception of the news of Colonel Washington's defeat, the 
British court remonstrated against the conduct of the French : but 
receiving nothing but evasive answers and professions of peace from 
the court of France, cave orders for a vigorous i)reparation for war. 
The colonies were mrected to arm, and act with united exertions 
against the enemy. Four expeditions were planned. One against 
tlie French on the Ohio, imder the command of General Braddock, 
a second against Nova Scotia, a third against Crown Point, and a 
fourth against Niagara. About the middle of January, General 
Bi-addock embarked at Cork, with fifteen hundred regulars for Vir- 
ginia. After a passage of about six weeks he arrived at the place of 
destination. 

The French, while they spoke nothing but peace, made vigorous 
preparations for the support of theu" claims in America* Early in 
the spring they had a powerful armament ready to sail for Canada. 
It consisted oftwenty ships of the line, exclusive of frigates and trans- 
ports. On board were great quantities of military stores, and four 
thousand regular troops, under the command of Baron Dieskau. 

Admirals Boscawen and Holbom, with seventeen ships of the line 
and seven frigates, with six thousand land forces, were despatched 
to watch the motions of the enemy."! 

Thus commenced a nine year's war, which may he denominated 
" a roar for limiU^'^ which raged along our whole extensive frontier. 
A summary of its prominent events are given by Dr. I'rumbuUJ — 
and a shorter one by Dr. Webster, which we quote. 

" In 1755, four expeditions were undertaken in America against the 
French. One was conducted by General Monckton, \\ ho had or^ 
ders to drive the French from the encroachments on tlie province of 
Nova Scotia. This expedition was attended with success. Gen- 
eral Johnson was ordered, with a body of troops, to take possession 
of Crown Point, but he did not succeed (jencral Shirley com- 
manded an expedition against the fort at Niagara, but lost the season 
by delay. General Braddock marched against foil Du Queene, but 
in penetrating through the wilderness, he incautiously fell into an 
ambuscade and suffered a total defeat. Gencnd Braddo(*.k was 
killed, but a part of his troops were saved by the prudence and brave- 
ry of General Washington, at tliis time a Colonel, who then began 
to exhibit proofs of those miUtary talents, by which he afterwards 
conducted tlie armies of America to victory, and his counti*v to in- 
dependence. The ill success of these expeditions left the English 
settlements in America exposed to the depredations of both th« 
French and Indians. But the war now raged in Europe and the 



• Pa«:e 73. t H iit. U. S. Vol, I. p. 346 to 448. % Trumbuirs Hiit. U. Slatd, Vol 
T.p. 340. 
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East Indies, and engaged tlie attention of both nations in those 
quarters. 

It was not until the campai^ in 1758, that affairs assumed a 
more favorable aspect in America. But upon a change of admin- 
istration, Mr. Pitt was appointed Prime Mimster, and the operations 
y of war became more vigorous and successful. General Amherst 
was sent to take possession of Cape Bretcxi ; and after a warm 
siege-, the garrison of Louisburgh surrendered by camtulation. 
General Forbes was successful in taking possession effort Du Ques- 
ne, which the French thought fit to absmdon. But General Ab«r- 
crombie, who commanded the troops destined to act against the 
French at Crown Point and Ticonderoga, attacked the Imes at Ti- 
conderoga, where the enemy were strongly entrenched, and was 
defeated with a terrible slaughter of his troops. After his defeat, he 
returned to his camp at Lake George. 

The next year, more effectual measures were taken to subdue the 
French in America. General Prideaux and Sir WiUiam Johnson 
began the operationfs of the campaign by taking the French fort 
near Nia^ra.* General Amherst took possession of the fcnrts at 
Crown Pomt and Tlcondero^, which the French had abandcmed. 

But the decisive blow, which proved fatal to the French interests 
in America, was the defeat of the French army, and the taking of 
Quebec, by the brave General Wolfe. This hero was slain in the 
beginning of the action, on the Plains of Abram, and Monsieur 
Montcalm, the French commander, likewise lost his Ufe. The loss 
of Quebec was soon followed by the capture of Montreal, by Gen- 
eral Amherst, and Canada has remained ever since in possessum of 
the EngUsh. 

Colonel Grant, in 1761, defeated the Cherokees in Carolina, and 
obliged them to sue for peace. . The next year, Martinico was taken 
t^ Admiral Rodney and General Monckton ; and also the islands di 
Grenada, St. Vincents, and others. The capture of these was soon 
followed by the surrender of the Havanna, the capital of the island of 

Cuba."t 

"On the third of November 1763, preliminaries of peace were 
ugned, at Fountainbleau, by the British and French mimsters. Ths 
definitive treaty of Paris was completed on the tenth of the succeed- 
ing February. In the fourth article of this treaty, his most ChristiaD 
majesty renounced all p^retensions, which he had ever formed or 
might form to Nova Scotia in all its parts, and guaranteed the whole 
of it, with all its dependencies, to the king of Great Britian. He also 
ceded and guaranteed, to his Britannic majesty, in full right, Canada 
with all its dependencies, with Cape Breton and all the other islands 
and coasts in the River St. Lawrence, with every thing dependent on 
^d countries, lands, islands, and coasts; with the sovereignty, prop- 

* General Prideaux was kiHed by the bursting of a mortar, before the surren49r ^ 
tfaftFrenob. tWebtter p. 156-158. 
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erty, possessicm, and all rights acquired by treaty or otherwise, in the 
amplest manner and form, without anv hoerty to depart from the said 
cession and guarantee. The seventh article fixed the Umits of ter- 
ritory between the two nations in the following manner; — 

"In order to re-establish peace, on solid and durable foundations^ 
and to remove for ever all subject of dispute with regard to the limits of 
the British and the French territories on the continent of America; it 
is agreed, that, for the future, the confines between the dominions of 
his Sritannic Majesty and those of his most Christian Majesty in that 
part of the world, shall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the 
middle of the river Mississippi, from its source to the river Iberville, and 
from thence, by a line drawn alon^ the middle of this river, and the 
Lakes Maurepas and Ponchartram to the sea; and for this purpose 
the most Christian king cedes in full right, and guarantees to his 
Britannic Majesty the river and port of the Mobile, and eveiy thing 
which he possesses or ought to possess on the left side of the river 
Mississippi, except the town of Orleans, and the island on which 
it is situated, which shall remain to France; provided that the 
navigation of the river Mississippi shall be equally free, as well to the 
subjects of Great Britian, as to those of France, m its whole breadth 
and length from its source to the sea, and expressly that part, which is 
between the said island of New Orleans and the right bank of the riv- 
er, as well as the passage both in and out of its mouth. It is fiirther 
stipulated, that the vessels belonging to the subjects of either shall not 
be stopped, visited, or subjected to the payment of any duty what- 
soever."*t 

The king of Great Britian made a restoration of all his conquests 
in the Spanish West Indies to the king of Spain. In consequence of 
which his CathoUc Majesty, in the twentieth ailicle, made to his Bri- 
tannic Majesty an ample cession of Florida, St. Augustine, the bay of 
Pensacola, and all that Spain possessed on the continent of North 
America, to the east or to the southeast of the river Mississippi. A ces- 
sion was also made rfevery thing dependent on said country or lands, 
with the sovereignty, property, possession, and all rights, acquired by 
treaties, or otherwise, which, ever the Catholic king or crown of Spain 
had over the said countries. 

In the fourth, seventh, and twentieth articles, his Britannic Majeshr 
sti{)tdated, that the inhabitants of the respective countries above cededt 
by France and Spain, should be allowed the enjoyment of the Roman 
Catholic religion ; and that he would give the most express and effec* 
tual orders, that his new Roman Catholic subjects might profess the 
exercise oftheir religion, according to the rites of the Romish Churclv 
8o far as should be consistent with the laws of Gi'eat Britain. It was 
further stipulated, that the inhabitants of said countries might sell their 
estates to mitish subjects, and retire with all safety and freedom wher- 

«•» Riders Hist vol. i. p.6,6.*> 

t Bjtbe cessions of France in this Treaty, the oolonial territories of Great Britian 
in North America were greatly enlan^, extending from Hudson^s Bay, on the north to 
the Gulf of Mexico on &e sooth, Md the MissiMippi Riyer on the^ics^ 
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cvor llK^y sliould tliink proper. They were also allowed to remove 
iheir effects, as well as personft, without any restraint in their emigra- 
tion, under any pi-etence whatsoever, except in cases of debt and of 
criminal prosecutions. The time of emigration was limited to the 
term of eighteen months from the exchange of the ratifications <tf the 
treaty. These were the principal stipulations relative to the continent 
«f America. 

Signally conspicuous was that all-governing Providence, which, 6x 
so many years, by sea and land, in Europe, America, and the other 
(luarters of the world, combined such a variety of circumstances, as 
uniU^l their influence in tliis great event. In this important treaty, the 
American colonies saw the enemy, who, for nearly a century and a 
half, had given them such unmense trouble, caused them so many 
years of A^ar and sorrow, such an incredible expense of blood and treas- 
ures either removed fix)mthc continent, or reduced to circumstances, 
in which tiiey were so far from injuiing them, that they could not but 
contribute to tlieir emolument, and to the wealth and grandeur of 
(.iHMit Drilian. The aspects of Providence were peculiarly favoura- 
ble with respect to the colonies, in that extent of territory which was 
NcruihHl to tliem by the treaty* In the extent and security which it 
giivc! thein with respect to their fislieries and commerce, and in every 
( )t htu- respect, wliich related to tlieir particular interests it was favoura- 
ble, how defective soever it was with respect to tlie other interests of 
Great Britain. In this, pious people coiud discover scxnething very 
providential, that tliough the colonies had no hand nor influence in the 
treaty, yet that it was much more favourable with respect to them, 
than it was to the parent country. 

Great and universal was the joy which the peace gave to the EneUsh 
colonies in America. For nearly eight years dieyhad been m«5fing 
the utmost exertions to carry on the war, and assist his majesty in 
humbling the pride of their common enemy. Their burdens and 
losses had been great. As the provincials generally enhsted only for 
one camixiign, a new army was to be raised, new bounties given, aiKl 
new clotfiing furnished every spring. So great w^s the expense, that 
the colonies were obliged not only to emit bills of credit to a great 
amount, but to tax the people as highly as they could bear. Besides 
the public bounties, the merchants, farmers, and gentlemen of char- 
acter, w^re obliged to advance considerable sums to encoiu^ge tbe 
enUstment, or they must have left their merchandize, fanns and va- 
rious employments, and gone themselves into actual service. Elspe- 
cially was this the case with the northern colonies. New England 
in general, during the war, had ten thousand men in the field. Some 
years, the two colonies of Massachusetts and Connecticut only, fur* 
nished this number. The Massachusetts sent into the field annually 
five thousand and five hundred men ; and one year seven thousand! 
Besides her annual quota, this colony for several years, garrisoned 
Louijsburg and Nova Scotia, that the regular troops mi^ht be em- 
plo}'ed in the expeditions against Canada. On application of the 
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British admiral, she furnished five hundred seamen in the expedi- 
tions against Louisburg and Quebec. At several times many 
others were impressed out of the vessels employed in the fishery. 
Agreeably to the statement made by governor Bernard, and trans- 
mitted to the lords of trade, the colony had expended in the war eight 
hundred and eighteen thousand pounds sterUng.* Of this three 
hundred and twenty eight thousand pounds had been replaced by 
parhamentary grants. Four hundred and ninety thousand pounds 
were expended, for which the colony had no parliamentary compen- 
sation. 

Connecticut exerted herself more beyond her proportion than the 
Massachusetts. On the commencement of the war, in 1755, she 
raised a thousand men for the service. After the battle at the lake, 
in September, she sent on a detachment of two thousand of her mili- 
tia, as a reinforcement to the army. The n6xt year, supposing that 
the southern states might fail of furnishing their respective quotas, 
she sent into actual service two thousand and five hundred men. 
This was double the number required by the commander in chief. 
Such was her zeal for his majesty's service and the general goodj 
that she exerted herself in this duplicate proportion, lest the common 
cause should suffer. As she was called upon, the next year, 1758, 
to raise all the men in her power, and was encouraged that this 
would be the last year of the war, she exerted herself beyond all 
former examples, and sent into service about five thousand men. 
General Amherst taking advantage of the zeal of the colony this 
year, made this number the rule of his command annually during 
the war. This proved a heavy burden on the colony, and was not 
only far beyond her proportion, but even beyond her ability. The 
expense of this little colony, in the war from 1755 to 1762 inclusively, 
after deducting the parhamentary grants, amounted to upwards of 
four hundred thousand poimds.t 

The colonies probably sustained a loss of about five or six and 
twenty thousand men. These in general were their most firm and 
hardy young men, the flower of their country. Many others were 
wounded, maimed, and enervated in the many distant and arduous 
campaigns during the war. As the New England colonies furnished 
much the greatest numbers of men, tliis 1^ fell with the greatest 
weight upon them. New York and New Jersey were next in their 
zeal to New England, and consequently had the next share in the 
expense and loss of the war. The populous and opulent colony of 
Pennsylvania, by reason of internal dissentions, sometimes did little 
or nothing ; when she did her best, she sent into the field no more 
than two thousand seven hundred men. Her whole expense very 
little exceeded the grants made her by parliament. The expense 
of Maryland was next to ndthing. 
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^'Governor Bernard's Letter, August 1, 1764. 

I Reasons offered, in behalf of Connecticut, against internal taxation of tbe co\omH, 
printed, New-HaTt?n, 1764. \_ 
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The en^ployiuent of such a nuinl)er of men for so many years, iff 
tlie war, greatly injured the husbandry of the country, wliicli was its- 
pincipal, and, in- the northern colonies, almost the only resource* 
The loss of so many young men, and tlie prevention of marriage, for 
so many years^, with respect to others, very greatly retarded popula- 
tion. At tlie same time the war was a check to literature, exceed- 
ingly destructive of domestic happiness, injurious to piety and the 
social virtues. The colonies thirsted for peace. A deliverance from 
these evils, the retuhr of parents, sonsj brethren^ and friends, from 
distant countries, captivity, and the dangers of war, to the embraces 
of each other, with the countless blessings of peace, diffused a gener- 
al and uncommon joy. l^e extent of territory cected to the colonies, 
the safety of their commerce andfislieries, die prodigious scope which- 
opened for botb^ for the extensioi> of settlement, the increase of 
wealth and population, and* a general diffusion of happiness, all 
united to swell the general tide erf' joy.- That h^h point of greatness, 
honour, and magnificence, to whicli the nation had been elevated, 
the extension of her empire, the flow of the whole trade and wealth 
of Canada, and of this great continent into her lap, whom they con- 
sidered as a parent, and to whom they claimed the relation of chil- 
dren ; tlie honours acquired in so glorious a war, with the advantages 
of a peace, which gave lustre to the crown and aggiandizement to 
the reign of a prince whom they loved j were so many circumstance* 
enlivening the joy and increasing tlie satisfaction, which so universal- 
ly prevailed. The colonists glorie<l in their prnice, and in their rela- 
tion to Great Britain. They felt a high degree of satisfaction, and it 
was no small part of their pndcy tlmt with their fellow subjects, of the 
mother country, they had shared in the labours and enterprises, and 
with them had mingled their blood in tliose battles and victories, ott 
the continent and in the Indies, which had given such enlargement 
to her empire, and such lustre to her amis. 

They felt a grateful' sense of the royal beneficence and parliament- 
ary goodness, in the grants which had been made for their assistance 
in defraying the expenses of the war. They were entirely satisfied 
with the British governirtent, and conceived tliemselves singularly 
happy in the protection and privileges which tliey enjoyed as British 
suDjects* Tliis was the (ffeneral feeling and happy state of the coun- 
try on the return of peace. 

The extension of settlements, the increase of cultivation, numbers, 

commerce, and wealth of the colonies, for about ten or twelve years 

afljcap the pacification of Paris were almost incredible. These, witli 

the conquests made during the war, and the extent of roinitry ceded, 

in Anierica,by the definitive treaty, were so many great pi-eparatoiy 

steps, ID the grand series of events, which paved the way to the inde- 

pgndenoe of the United States. These ml united their influence in 

ob liii Mtrfor them those extensive limits, and that happy establish- 

^gl^iriHch they now enjoy."" 
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SECTION HI. 

The prospects ^t the close of the war disappoiated Ijy acts ol parliament 
The growth of the colonies, and their adfvantage to Great Britain, whilft 
they were allowed to tax themselves. A new system of colonization .is 
adopted, the sugar-act passed and the stamp act proposed. The colonies 
offer their reasons and petition against it. Debates in parliament on the 
introduction of the bill. The stamp-act passes ; is odious to Americans, and 
universally opposed. The revenue officers .obliged to resign. Mr. Pilt 
reprobates the act and advises to the repeal .of it. The parliament, having 
asserted their right to tax America, repeal the act. Consequences of the 
repeal. 

The success and fortunate tcrniination of the war with France 
iind the Indian nations, not only raised the Bmtish ^empire to a dis- 
tinguished pitch of national glory, but appeared to establish the tran- 
quillity of her colonies t]|K»i a more permanent basis tlianit had ever 
Jbeeo fixedat any preceding period. Unboimded prospects of navi- 
gation, commerce, wealth, national aggrandizement and happiness 
presented themselves both to Great Britain and America. Had the 
nation been favoured with some happy genius, capable of discerning 
Jier great and compUcated interests, and of adopting a benevolent 

f)laii of administration, con^stent with the rights, emolument and 
lappiness of the parent country and of her colonies, it is not easy to 
describe that pomt of greatness and splendor to wluchtlie einpirc 
might have risen. Indeed, had the vwceof those illustrious states- 
men, who had raised the nation ioithat renown, which it t^en boast- 
ed, been heatrd, its union might have been preserved. But a new 
£Lnd fatal plan of colonization was now adopted, which di^^tracted the 
nation, and terminated in the American Revolution. 

During a century and a half, from tlieir first emigration, the colo- 
jiists were left to tax themselves. If there were any exceptions to 
this general rule, they were too inconsiderable to be wortliy of no- 
tice. Great Britain, haw.ever, restrained and regulated their trade. 
She named the ports .and nations to "^tiicb only :tiieir merchandize 
might be caxiied, and with whom only they mi^ht trade. She oblif 
gedthem tocajrry to her all th^r faw matenals which might bc^ 
wrought up for her eaiolument, ■and iheir otlier productions which 
she needed, ox which might increase her wealtji. She |)rohibited 
their manufacturing any ^^rticles an2iong thojmselves, which might 
injure her manufactures or comn^rce, and their procuring manufac- 
tures frona any other part of the ^obe, or even the products of Eu- 
ropean countnes, which were her rivals, until they were first brought 
into her ports. Notwithstanding the numerous oppressions which 
the colonists had experienced, under the British government, and 
though all disreUshed, and many, from the pressures which they 
felt, complained of the restrictions on their manufactures and com*- 
aierce, vet they were generally disposed to submit to them. It was 
.geuerally ^knowled^ that the parent country might exercisp in 
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sovereign dominion over the whole empire, and thai while it was 
guarded by contract, and exercised for the general emolument, it 
was safe and might not be resisted. Some wann defenders of 
American liberty conceded, tliat the supreme legislature represents 
the whole society, the dominions as well as the realm, and that this 
was implied in the idea of a supreme power.* But the right of tax- 
ing the colonies without their consent, was imivei sally reprobated^ 
as inconsistent with their natural charter, and constitutional rights«t 
Ancient usage was pleaded against it as well as the general princi^ 
pies of liberty. 

During a period of more than a century, from 1660, to 1764, the 
parliament of Great Britain had passed nearly thirty acts restraining 
and regulating the trade of the colonies in such a manner as was 
judged most conducive to mutual advantage, and especially to her 
pwn particular welfare, hi all these acts, the contributions of the 
colonies to the strength and aggrandizement of the British empire 
were estabhshed solely on the system of commerce. Not a single 
revenue act had been passed. Until this year they all stood upon a 
commercial footing, and were designed as regulations of trade, and 
not sources of a national revenue. 

While Great Britain adhered to this system of colonization, her 
American colonies increased and flourished beyond all paralleL In 
the same proportion as the colonies increased, the commerce, opu- 
lence, strengtn and glory of Great Britain increased. 

Her whole export trade to the colonies in 1763, exceded half of 
all her exports, to othey countries, sixty years before ; and, antece- 
dently to the independence of the American states, equalled her 
whole export trade at the aforementioned period In the year 1604,- 
the amount of the whole export trade of Great Britain, to America 
and ajl other coimtrieg, was no more than 6,509,000 pounds sterling: 
but m 1 763, her exports to her American colonies only, amounted to 
3,730,900 pounds ;t and so prodigious was the increase of the colo- 
nies, that, in about ten or twelve years after this period, the tonnage 
of their shipping, the number of their seamen and the amount of their 
trade was doubled. In the year 1 772, the export trade of Great 
Britain, tp thpm only, was 6,022,132 oounds sterling :|| and the an- 
nual increase during the four succeeding years was very rapid. In 
the short term of about 70 years the colonies added not less to the 
export trade of their parent country, than the whole of that to which 
she had grown by the increasing improvements of 1 700 years. As 
it is evident, (torn the preceding history, that tiie settlement and pro- 
tection of the colonies was not at the expense of Great Britain, so it 
is equally evident, that this increase oi their trade was not at the 
pxpense or diminution of the general trade of the kingdom, for this 
increased during the same penod from six, to sixteen millions. 



* Otis's rights of the British colonies, f The several colonies insisted on this, in the 
leasoDs which they offered against the stamp-act f Anonymoaa history of tlie war ai 
Aroprica, part i. p. 81. J Ramsaj's Hist vol. i. p. 49, 50. 
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The filial submission of the colonies to the soverei^ty of the parent 
country, for so long a period, while it was exercised in superintending 
their general concerns, and in haraionizing the commercial interests 
of the empire, gave a clear demonstration, that, without parliament- 
ary taxation, tliey might have been kept in proper subordination and 
subserviency to her government and interests. No subjects in tlic 
kingdom were more stmngly attached to tlie royal house of Hano- 
ver, and to those revolutional principles which placed it on the 
throne of the British empire, than the colonists. They gloried in the 
British constitution, in their relation to Great Britain, and rejoicol hi 
her growing commerce, strength and gloiy. Had that line of colo- 
nization been pursued, the benefit of which had been experienced for 
many ages, the colonies with great cheerfulness would have poured 
all the profits of their increasing labours and commerce into the lap 
of theii" parent. 

For several years the British ministry had conceived the idea of a 
new plan of colonization, and of altering both the ci^il and ecclesias- 
tical constitution of the colonies. Immediately after the pacifica- 
tion of Paris, new scenes were presented. The numbers and re- 
sources which the colonies had exhibited during the war, the show of 
wealth and plenty which had been made, at the entertainments given 
to some of tne British generals and officers, in several of their capi- 
tals, the gold, silver jama jewels appearing in the dress of the colonists, 
on these and other occasions, begat, in their fellow subjects of Great 
Britain, the idea that they were wealthy and powerfiil. It was said, 
that their taxes were light ; that the whole expense of the civil 
rstabhshment, in all the colonies in North America, was little more 
than seventy thousand pounds sterling : That their ecclesiastical 
constitution was no less economical : That tithes were not known 
among them : That their clergy were numerous : and that they were 
generally maintained by moderate stipends, or by tlie voluntary con- 
tributions of the people, &c. The national debt of Great Britain 
amounted to the enormous sum of a hundred and forty-eight millions, 
The annual interest of it only was nearly five millions, and the in- 
habitants of that country already groaned vmder a grievous load of 
taxes. 

AVhile the British minister, in these pailial views, was digesting 
plans for the diminution of this amazing debt, and for easing the 
inhabitants of Great Britain, he conceived the idea of raising a sub- 
stantial revenue in the American colonies by parliamentary tax- 
ation.* The British ministry maintained the novel doctrine, That 



*Tador, in his life of Otis, gives as the foIIowiDg interesting anecdote : '* VHien 
President Adams was minister at the court of St James, he often saw his countryman^ 
Benjamio West, the late president of the royal academy. Mr. West always retained 
a strong and unyielding affection for his native land. Mr. West one day asked Mr. 
Adams, if t^e should like to take a walk ivith him, and see the cause of the American 
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the Parliament, as the supreme power of the nation, was vested with 
a constitutional authority to imj)ose taxes on every part of the em- 

Sire. The Parliament unanimously adopted the opinion, and, in 
larch 1764, resolved that it had a right to tax the colonies. As a 
prelude to the memomble STAMP- ACT, the House of ConMnons 
also voted, " That towards further defraying the necessary expenses 
of protecting tlie colonies, IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO 
CHARGE CERTAIN STAMP DUTIES upon them.^' To these 
resolutions succeeded wliat has commonly been called, the SUGAR- 
ACT, passed April 5th, the preamble to which ran in this alarming 
style : " Whereas it is just and necessary, that a revenue be raisea 
in America, for defraying the expenses of defending, protecting, and 
securing the same. We the commons, &c. towards raising the same, 
give and giant unto your majesty, after the 29th of September, 1764, 
•wpon clayed sugar, hidigo and coffee of foreign produce, {and on 
many other articles] the sum of," &c. Until this inauspicious liour 
no act of Parliament liad been passed avowedly for the }>iirpose of 
Taising a revenue in the colonics. This act was fmught with iogte- 
dients highly disgustful and alanning. It not only declared the 
necessity, but JUSTICE of taxing the colonists for the avowed 
purpose of a parliamentary revenue, but the very wording of it excited, 
m the colonists, shre^vd apprehensions that the Parliament would 
proceed to tax them to such a degree and for such a time, as they 
pleased, for the support of a military force to dragoon them into its 
unconstitutional measures. They imagined that they were able to 
defend themselves, and were averse from paying their money to 
purchase their ow^n chains, and to biod themselves and their descend- 
ants in perpetual servitude. 

The act was giievous and disgusting, as it required the monies t© 
be raised by it to paid in specie, at the same time that regulations 
were adopted to obstruct the acquiring of gold and silver, and to 

revolution. The minister, having known something of this matter, smiled .at the pro^ 
posal, but told him that he should he glad to see the cause of that revolutioo^ and to 
take a walk with his friend West any where. The next moroiog he called according; to 
«igreemeiit, and took Mr. Adams into Hyde Park, to a jspot near the Serpentine Rireff 
wliere he gave him the following narrative. The king came to the throne a young 
<nan, surrounded by flattering courtiers ; one of whose frequent topics it was, to declaim 
against the meanness of his palace, which was wholly unworthy a monarch of such a 
country as England. They said that there was not a sovereign in Europe who wat 
lodged so poorly ; that his sorrv, dingy, old, brick palace of 8t. James, looked like a 
stable, and that he ought to build a palace suitable to his kingdom. I'he king was fond 
x>f architecture, and would therefore more readily listen to suggestions, which were in 
fact all true. This spot that you see here, W€l8 selected for the site, between this and 
this pioint, which were marked out. The kin^ applied to his ministers on the subieet; 
they inquired what sum would be wanted by his majesty, who said that he would begm 
with a million : they stated the expenses of the war, and the poverty of the treaBUi^ 
but that his majesty's wishes should be taken into full consideration. Some time afte? 
wards the king was informed, that the wants of the treasury were too urgent to admit 
of a supply from their present means, but that a revenue might be raised in America to 
supply all the king's wishes. This suggestion was followed up, and the king was i^ 
jtbis way first led to consider, and then to consent, to the scheme for taxin|f the cok]N^e;s.^ 
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interdict the use of the colonial paper currency. The regulations, 
taken together, were calculated at once to depnve the colonies of the 
means of trade, and to injure the commerce of both countries. 

The principal source of acquiring gold and silver, and of making 
remittances to Great Britain, was 3ie trade which the colonies car- 
ried on with the French and Spanish West Indies. To these they 
carried timber, boards, and materials of almost every kind for buildr 
ing, staves and hoops for. casks, horses, cattle, and all kinds of 
provisions. In return, they brought back indigo, cotton, sugar, 
cocoa, molasses, bills of exchange, and such sums in specie as.mey 
chose. The whole profit of this trade centred in Great Britain. 
The bills of exchange, and all other articles not wanted in the 
colonies, either for their own consumption or as means of trade, were 
sent to the mother country in exchange for her various manufactures. 
The foreign trade of the colonies was really ker trade. If this 
trade was proliibited by the letter of the navigation laws of the 
empire, it was not inconsistent with the spirit of them. The advan- 
tages of it to the colonies, and especially to Great Britain, were very 
freat. For this reason it had been winked at by those in power. 
Jut soon after the peace such regulations were adopted, as nearly 
annihilated this lucrative trade. The British men of war received 
a general order to prevent all smugghng, or as the ministerial phrase 
was, to " crush the monster." Not only the men of war made prizes 
of French, Spanish, and English vessels employed in this trade, but 
armed cuttera were fitted out for the same purpose, and to suppress 
every breach of the very letter of the laws ot navigation. The com- 
manders of these were obliged to take the usual custom-house oaths, 
and to act in the capacity of revenue officers. The sudden stoppa^ 
of a trade, which, like the vital fluid in the human body, gave life 
to business of every description, in the northern colonies, was pro- 
ductive of a general torpor in their commerce, and gave them a 
distressing blow. This general distress of the mercantile interest, 
and the heavy losses to which many of the colonists were subjected, 
som^d their minds, created jealousies, and produced sentiments and 
designs altogether unfavourable to tlie mother country. These were 
further excited and inflamed by the arbitrary, imconstitutional, and 
cruel methods adopted for securing the collection of the duties im- 
posed for the purpose of raising a revenue. It was enacted by the 
Jrarliament, tliat whenever offences should be committed against the 
acts, which imposed then), the prosecutor might bring his action for 
the penalty, in the courts of admiralty, by which means the defend- 
ant was deprived of the privilege of a trial by a jury of the vicinage, 
and was subjected to a decision of his case by a single man, a crea- 
tine of the crown, whose salary was to be paid out of those very 
forfeitures adjudged by himself. What rendered the case of the 
defendant still harder, was, that he was subjected to a course of law, 
by wliich the prosecutor was exempted fix)m the trouble of proving^ 
his accusation, and he was obliged, either to prove liia innocence or 
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to suffer. By these regulations, the colonists, when chai^ged witb 
\dolating the laws for raising a revenue in America, were deprived of 
every constitutional security of tlieir property. All the guards which 
the constitution, Jind their ancestors of ooth countries had placed on 
property with respect to them, were utterly demolished. Beside, the 
naval officers employed in the execution of the orders of government, 
partly from ignorance, and partly from rapacity, were guilty of many 
acts of violence and injustice. These all united their innuence to 
inflame the passions of tlie colonists and to alienate them from the 
parent countr\\ That she should infringe her ovm constitution, and 
coimteract her own commercial interests, to cramp the trade bikI 
check the growing proi>ensity of her colonies, was a subject of g^a* 
eral admiration and complaint. The Americans imagined that it 
was to be accounted for upon this supix)sition only. That the Briitish 
ministry were jealous of their enterpnsing commercial spirit, increas- 
ing numbers and opitlence, and were resolved on tne means of 
obstructing them. They began to view Great Britain, not as they 
had formerly done, in the light of an affectionate mother, but of an 
illiberal, imperious and cruel step-dame. 

The trade indeed, between the British, and the French and Span- 
ish cx)lonies, on the 29 th of September, 1764, was in a certain degree 
legalized ; but it was loaded with such enormous duties as amount- 
ed to a prohibition, and gave no rehef to the colonists. In these 
circumstances, though their sufferings were great, yet their fears 
were greater. It is not strange, therefore, that they viewed and 
represented their mothei- country, in a very unfavourable point of 
light. It was designed that the stamp-act should succeed the acts 
which had already been so alarming, disgustful and distressing* 
The ministiy waited only to be more particularly infonned of the 
writs, deeds, hcences and other instruments of that kind, used in 
the colonies, on which a duty might be charged ; to know wliat the 
objections of the colonists would be against the duties in contempla- 
tion ; and whether the Americans would not choose to tax than* 
selves to such an amount, or, in some other w^ay, make such per- 
manent provision, for the augmentation of the national revenue, as 
might be equivalent to that, wliich was contemplated by the stamp- 
act. The governors of the several colonies, in obedience to the 
requisition of his Britannic Majesty, at an early period, transmitted' 
to the ministry, for their assistance, in framing the said act, the 
fonns of writs, deeds and the like, used in America, how opposite 
soever they were to the tax it was designed to imposr^. The Amer- 
icans were well apprized of the designs of the British ministry, and 
big with the most anxious expectation. 

While the ministry paid an eager attention to the reception given 
to the regulations which they had already made respecting America^ 
and were anxiously seeking every possible information from the 
most enlightened characters in the several colonies, that they might 
the more effectually carry their designs into execution, the alarm, 
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aM6ng the colonists, becamegreater and greater, and spread wider 
and wider. The best heads and pens among them were employed 
against the regulations which had been adopted and the act which 
was in contemplation. Eloquence and the press every where aided 
the opposition. The more the people thought and reasoned, the 
more they were awakened to a sense of their danger ; in proportion 
to their time and opportunities they increased their union, and roused 
each other to oppose the regulations already made and the act which 
was pending. They viewed the paiKamentaiy resolutions as the 
sad preface to a system of American revenue, which would divest 
them of the rights of English subjects, not only enslave but empov-/ 
ish themselves and their posterity, and prove a melancholy introduc- 
tion to a complication of evils of the greatest magnitude. They 
imagined they saw before them a prospect of oppression, unlimited 
in its extent and endless in its duration. 

Several of the colonies petitioned and remonstrated against the 
acts ; and committees were generally appointed by the respective 
assemblies to represent their objections against a parliamentary 
taxation of the colonies, and particularly a^nst the Stamp- Act. 

In Virginia, the Council and House of Bureesses petitioned his 
majesty, presented a memorial to the House of Lords, and a remoa- 
strance to the House of Commons. 

Massachusetts, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, and New- York pre- 
ferred petitions." 

We here insert as a fair specimen of these petitions, 

" The Memorial of the Council and Burgesses of Virginia^ now met in General 
Assembly^^^-^to the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, id 
Parliament, — 

'^ HUMBLY REPRESENTS, 

" That your memorialists hope an application to your lordships, the fixed 
and hereditary guardians of British liberty, will not be thought improper at 
this time, when measures are proposed, subversive, as thcjr conceive, of that 
freedom, which all men, especially those who derive their constitution from . 
Britain, have a right to enjoy ; and they flatter themselves that your lordships 
will not look upon them as objects so unworthy your attention, as to regard 
any impropriety in the form or manner of their application, for your lordships' 
protection, of their just and undoubted rights as Britons. 

" It cannot be presumption in jour memorialists to call themselves by this 
distic^uished name, since they are descended from Britons, who left their 
native country to extend its territory and dominion, and who, happily for 
Britain, and as your memorialists once thought, for themselves too, effected 
this purpose. As our ancestors brought with them eveiy right and privilege 
they could with justice claim in their mother kingdom, their descendants may 
conclude, they cannot be deprived of those rights without injustice. 

" Your memorialists conceive it to be a fundamental principle of the British 
constitution, without which freedom can no where exist, that the people are 
iiot subject to any taxes but such as are laid on them by their own consent, or 
by those who are legally appointed to represent them : properly must become 
too precarious for the genius of a free people, which can be taken from them 
at the will of others, who cannot know what taxes such people can bear, or 
the easiest mode of raising them ; and who are not under that nostra int^whicb 
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is the grealei«t security against a burtbensoqne taxation, when the reni 
iives themselves must be affected by every tax imposed on the people. 

'* Your memorialists are therefore led into an humble confidence, that yoar 
lordships will not think any reason sufficient to support such a power, in the 
British Parliament, where the colonies cannot be represented : a power never 
before eonstitutii/haily assumed, and which if they have a right to exercise on 
any occasion, must necessarily establish this melancholy truth, that the inhab- 
itants of the colonies are the slaves oi Britons, from whom they are descended : 
and from whom they might expect every indulgence that the obligations of 
interest and affection can entitle them to. 

" Your memorialists have been invested with the right of taxing their owir 
people (rjom the first establishment of a regular government in the colony, and 
requisitions have been constantly made to them by their sovereigns, on all 
occasions when the assistance of the colony was thought necessary to preserve 
the British interest in America ; from whence they must conclude, they cannot 
now be deprived of a right they have so long enjoyed, and which they have 
never forfeited. 

" The expenses incurred during the last war, in compliance with the de- 
mands on this colony by our late and present most gracious sovereigns, have 
involved us in a clebt of near half a million, a debt not likely to decrease 
under the continued expense we are at, in providing for the security of the 

f)eopIe against the incursions of our savage neighbours ; at a time when the 
ow state of our staple commodity, the total want of specie, and the late 
restrictions upon the trade of the colonies, render the circumstances of the 

Eeople extremely distressful ; and which, if taxes are accumulated upon them 
y the British Parliament, will make them truly deplorable. 
*' Your memorialists cannot suggest to themselves any reason why they 
should not still be trusted with the property of their people, with whose abil- 
ities, and the least burthensome mode of taxing, (with great deference to the 
superior wisdom of Parliament,) they must be best acquainted. 

*' Your memorialists hope they shall not be suspected of being actuated, 
on this occasion, by any principles but those of the purest loyalty and affec- 
tion, as thfy always enaeavoured by their conduct to demonstrate, that tiwy 
consider their connexion with Great Britain, the seat of liberty, as their great- 
est happiness. 

** The duty they owe to themselves and their posterity, lays your memori- 
alists under tne necessity of endeavouring to establish their constitution upon 
its proper foundation ; and the}r do most humbly pray your lordships to teke 
this subject into your consideration, with the attention that is due to the well* 
being of the colonies, on which tlie prosperity of Great Britain does, in a 
great measure, depend." 

Pamphlets were also published, containing the reasons and plea^ 
of the colonies against the acts. These were sent over to their 
agents and put into the hands of the ministry. In these, it was 
nleacled, That by the constitution and common law of England, the 
English yvere a free people ; that their freedom consisted in thb gen- 
eral privilege, — that no laws Could be made or abrogated without 
their consent, by their representatives in Parliament : That no priv- 
ilege, included in the general rights of the free subjects of Great 
lii'itain, was more essential to their freedom, more approved and 
Hxt^d than this,— that no tax^ loaiij or benevolence can be imposed on 
ikrm but by their consent^ by their representatives in Parliament: 
'f Imt this was a privilege of ancient date, and that there was none 
v£ wliicli they had bcKjii more jealous ; none which they had more 
^N^Mfcssly clanned, or for wliich they had more vigorously contended^ 
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ias essential to the preservation of the hberty, property and. safety of 
the subject. ^ It was insisted that the colonists were as much Bntish 
subjects as those who had been bom and lived in Great Britain, and 
hacl a right to the same essential privileges : That these had been 
stipulated and confirmed by royal charters, acknowledged by the 
people of Great Britain, and enjoyed by the colonies for more than 
a century : That the colonists could not be represented in ParUa- 
jnent, nor give their consent, directly or indirectjy, to laws made, or 
taxes imposed, by its authority ; acid therefore that charging stamp 
duties, or otlier internal taxes, on the American colonies, would be 
inconsistent with the British constitution, and an infringement on 
their natuml and essential rights. It was^wged, tliat if the taxations 
in conterajdation should take place, -and tne principles on which 
they were founded be adopted and acted upon, the .<Jolonies would 
enjoy no more than the show of legi^ation, ami the king's subjects, 
in them, the shadow of English hberty only : That the same prin- 
<5iples, wliich would warrant a tax of this kind on one article, would 
upon every article, and a tax of a pound, as weH as ctfa penny, or of 
a thousand pounds, and so on, without limkation, as Parliament 
might judge convenient. It was affirmed, that the law was no less 
the rule and measure of the king's government and power, than of 
the allegiance of his subjects ; and that while it asserted and main»- 
tained the royal powers and prerogatives, it equally asserted axii 
xnaintained their rights and liberties^ 

Further, it was pleaded, tliat the taxes were impolitic, as well as 
an infringement of the rights of the subject : That the colonies were 9, 
great interest, and of hign importance to Great Britain : That the in- 
crease of their numbers, cc«nmerce and riches, wias in reaHty the 
increase of her strength, commerce and opulence : That the profits 
' of their industry, spirit of enterprise, and circuitoils trade all centre 
In Great Britain, and that the revenue of the crown, no less than the 
wealth of the nation, was greatly increased, at the exj)ense of the 
colonies : That the measures in contemplation, by depriving them 
of their powers and privileges, and rendering both hberty and proper- 
ty insecure, would cause the cdonies to languish, and be an essen- 
tial injury to the mother country : and that by continuii^ their gov- 
ernments, and treating their privileges as too sacred to be violated, 
the people would be invigorated, their spirit of industry and enter- 
prise would h% kept up, and they would become moje abje and 
zealous to advance the national interrOSt. 

The manner m which most of the colonies were settled, and the 
speciaj services which they had peiformed, w€re also pjqaded as ob- 
jections against all internal taxations. It was affirnae^ that the colo- 
nists had purchased the right of pre-emption of their lands of the king, 
or his patentees, and that they had been obUged to purchase a great 
part of them again of the native proprietors* of the country : That 

*<* Man,'' says Chalmers, **faavin|^ a right to. tl^e world from the gift of the heneficent 
^et^tor, n[iust possess and gsis the general estate according to the G^rant, which /co^ 
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they had settled and defended themselves at their own expanse : 
That they had cheerfully assisted the mother country in all her wars ; 
and, that they had not only done their proportion in them, but more 
ihan their proportion : and that \^ith respect to the Freach war, then 
just concluded, this had been allowed, both by his Britifeb Majesty 
and the parliament, and some compensation had been granted ifor 
their extraordinary seiricec. 

It was further objected that the principal charges, denominated 
American expenses, arose merely from tne protection and defence 
of th(s new governments and acqiiisitions, the outposts and fur-trade, 
und that the old colonies had no mterestsin these new and large acr 
qnisitions, that they would finally bt disposed of and settled for the 
'benrlit of the rrown and nation in gieneral, and not for any particular 
emolument of Iho colonies. It was therefore pleaded, that it would 
bo nh()f;(»ther unmasoniible and unjust to tax tlie old colonies, which 
luul srltjed and defended themselves at tlieir own expense, and by 
bmvinji; ({(uigors and hardships scarcely paralleled in the history of 
luiin, hiid immensely incrc^ased the power, wealth and glory of the 
nnlion.1 Tliis is a siunmary of the objections against the stamp-act, 
and all internal taxation of the colonies. 

VVhiU) tlie colonies made these pbjcctions to parliamentary taxa^ 
Hon, th«*y insisted that they were willing, and should>l ways judge it 
their duty, to grant all such aids to the crown, as mi^t be compatibly 
with their circumstances, whenever they should be called upon io 
the usual constitutional manner. At the same time, they determin- 
ed to be judges of the expediency of the grants to be made, of the 
sums to be granted, and to have the honour of giving their money to 
hismajesty, equally vnth their fellow subjectsof Great Britain. It was 
a fixed opinion with the Americans, that it was an essential idea cf 
property to be so entirely the possessor's, that no man, whether prince 

■ ) — ■ — ■^— 

m^Ltidbt] him to multiply am| to subsist by labour : and liUle would the earth have been 
peopled or cultivat^fd^ liad men continued to live by hunting or fishiiig, or the mere pro- 
ductioiis of nature. The roving of the erratic tribes over wide extended deii^rts, doei 
not form a possession which excludes the subsequent occupancy of emigrants from coun-' 
tries overstocked with inhabitants. The paucity of their numbers, and their mode of 
life, render them unable to fulfil the (preat purposes of the grant. Consistent, therefore, 
with the great charter to mankind, they may be confined within certain limits. Their 
rights to the privileges of men, neyerthelese, conthiiie the same. And the cokmisti, who 
conciliated the afi^tions of the aborigines, and gay^ a consideration for their territory^ 
baye acquired the praise due to humanity and justice." ' 

*< As for the usurpation of territory from the natives, by the American states, he mutt 
be," says the Quarterly Reyiew, *^ a feeble moralist, who regards tbaf as a^ 6yil : tb^ 
same principle upon which that usurpation i^condenmed, vtrouldlead to the taonsensical 
opinion of the Bramins, that agriculture is an unrighteous employment, because worms 
must sometimes be cut by the ploughshare and the spade. It is the order of nature, that 
beasts should g^ve place to man, and &mong men the savage to thie civilized ; and lio 
where has this order been carried into effect with so little Violence as in North Ame- 
lica." 

f Reasons why the British colonies in America, should not be charged lyith internal 
(l^xef^ ofkttfi in behalf of Connecticut, 1764, written by Govemor Fitch. 
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or subject, could take it from him without his consent. The love 
which they had to their property corroborated this idea, the manneir 
of their education, the extent of their country, and their distance from 
the parent state, united their influence to enforce it, and to engage 
them in vindicating a privilege which, in their view, was so essential 
to the preservation both of liberty and property. 

They therefore offered no other tax, in compliance with the pro- 
posal of the minister, which might be equivalent, in its produce, to the 
stamp duties in contemplation. While the parliament passed the 
acts which gave such general alarm and uneasiness to the colonies, 
it ought to be observed, that others were passed for the encourage- 
ment of their trade, which, it was pretended, were at least a balance 
for those of a contrary tendency. An act was passed, granting'leayo 
for a limited time for the carrymg of rice from the provinces of South 
Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, on the pajnaient of 
British duties; an act granting a bounty upon the importation of 
hemp and flax from the colonies into Great Britain ; and another 
act for the encouragement of the whale fishery in the American seas. 
But whatever the design of these acts might nave been, the colonic^ 
paid no grateful attention to them. They rather viewed them as 
insidious, designed as a sugar-plumb to sweeten a potion, which 
they determined never to reiceivct 

That the general sense of the colonies might be known, and the 
opposition to the designs of the ministry might be general and har- 
monious, measures, at an early period, were adopted for these pur- 
poses. The general court of the Massachusetts appointed a commit- 
tee to comnmnicaie to the other governments the sentiments which 
it had conceived relative to the several acts which had been passed, 
and to others which were in contemplation, and to acquaint them 
with the instructions which the house had voted to transmit to their 
agent. This coinmittee was instructed, in behalf of the general 
court, to desire that the several assemblies on the continent would 
unite with them in adopting the same measures. Committees were 
also appointed by other colonies, to correspond with these several 
assemblies or with their committees. Thus a new kind of corres- 
pondence pommenced between the colonies, bringing them into a 
more intimate acquaintance with each others sentiments and cir- 
cumstances, strengthening and harmonizing their opposition to the 
eiicroachments of the mimstry. Beside the proceedings of the colo- 
nial assemblies, the inhabitants assembled in many places, and 
numerous associations were formed, unanimously resolving to en- 
courage their own manufactures, and to purchase as few Bitish as 
possible. 

Meanwhile the ministry were no less active and harmoniously* 
fixed in the prosecution of their designs than the colonies were ip 
their opposition to them. Having obtained the necessary intelli- 
gence respecting writings and instruments of all kindi used by the 
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imluiiifitB in tlioir civil liaiisactioiis, the stanip-act was drawn up early 
iu the winter and lay for objection and adjustment. 

'1^1 H». agents of the colonies had free access to the ministry, and, 
as o|)|X)rtunity presented made a full representation of the sentiments 
and state of the colonies. On their representaticm some small sdter- 
a lions wore made respecting notes of hand, licenses for marriage, 
registers for vessels, and the salaries of judges in the several courts. 
These weit; taken out of tiic bill ; but its general principles, the right, 
justice, policy, and even the necessity of ta^^ing the colonies, were 
formally avowed. Not only the muiistry apd parliament, but the 
pc'oplf'. of (iR»at Britain, revolted against the claims of the cx>lonies. 
Eilurated as they had been in the habits of submission to parliament- 
ary taxation, they iuiagimHi it unpardonable obstinacy m the colo- 
nics to refuse olH>dionce to a |X)wer wluch tliey had ever been taught 
to n^vtut;. 'rh(\y bclit»ved that their representatives in parliament 
had the same right to tax the colonists, which they had to tax the 
|UH)ple of Great Briuiin, though they stood in no such relation to 
them, and thouuh no such common niterest existed between them. 
The haughtiness of un opulent and victorious nation natiurally cor- 
roborated their mode of reasoning. After they had so lately hum- 
bled France and Snain, to be resisted and dictated by theu: own 
colonies was deemt^ci an insult not to be endured. 

Howev i>r, the agents of the colonies in England, as the last expe- 
dient belbre tlie bill was brought into parliament, made choice of 
Mr. Jackson, who had been appointed agent for the Massachuisetts, 
of Mr. (iarth of Virginia, of Mr. Ingersoll of Connecticut, and 
of Mr. IVankUn of Philadelphia, to wait on Mr. Greenville, who 
was at tht* hc^ad of the treasury, to remonstrate against the stamp 
bill, and in case that a tax must be laid upon the Americans, to pro- 
inme that the several colonies might be permitted to tax themselves. 
The two former of the gentlemen were not only agents, but memr 
hers of parliament; the two latter had just arrived from America^ 
iind wiwe fully acquainted with the views and spirit of the people is 
Hin (M)l(mies. 

On the 2nd of February 1765, they waited on Mr. Greenville, and 
\W\v mlmitted to a full hearing. They pressed the objections against 
i\\v hill, and represented the spirit and jealousies of the colonies. 
Mr. Ja(*.kson in particular, went so far as plainly to tell the niinister, 
•**rhut \\v. foresaw by the measure now pursiung, by enabling the 
%M\i\vu to keep up an armed force of its own in America, and lo pay 
rtvi* Uovc^rnors in the king's governments, and all with the Amen- 
h'^w'h own money, the assemblies in the colonies would be subverted; 

-That the governors would have no occasion, as for any ends of 
iffiAv own, or of the crown, to call them, and that they never would 
^ ^\\\M together in the king's governments." 

Sir. Greenville utterly disavowed the design of depriving the 
,^j(J|(^\io» of tbeir assemblies, and assured them that he took no pleas- 
(^V* i>^ S'ving the Americans so mucji uneasiness as be found he di4 • 
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That it wa8 the duty of his office to manage the i^evehite : That be 
was really made to believe, that, consideiing the whole circum- 
stances of the mother country and of the colonies, the latter could 
and ought to pay something, and that he knew of no better way to 
lay a tax for that purpose than that in prosecution ; but that he waa 
willing to adopt a better whenever it should be pixmosed^ 

The agents then urged, that the colonies might be allowed to lay 
the tax : That this, at least, would seem to be their own act, and 
might prevent that universal jealousy and uneasiness which they 
found it would otherwise occasion. 

Mr. Greenville objected, that there would be no certainty that 
eveiy colony would raise die sum enjoined ; and that to be at the 
expense of making stamps to oblige one or two provinces to do their 
duty would be very inconvenient ; and that the colonies, by their 
constant increase, would be continually varj'ing their numbers,, 
ability and proportion, and that a stamp-bill would keep pace with 
this increase. Upon the whole, he said, that he had pledged his^ 
word for offering the stamp-bill to the house : That the parliament 
would hear all objections, and act as it judged best.* 

Great men are often obstinately tenacious of their own plans» 
P'avourite ideas which they have long cherished cannot easily be 
given up. 

Mr. Greenville therefore, a few days after, brought his long ex- 
pected bill into the hdase of commons for laying a stamp duty on 
the Americans. He opened the nature, and pressed the necessity 
of the tax, and attempted to obviate all objections. He expressea 
his wishes, that the house would give the bill a most serious and cool 
consideration, and not suffer itself to be mfluenced by any resent- 
ments which might have been kindled from without doors. He ob- 
served that the subject before them was a matter of revenue, which 
of all others was most interesting to the subject. He appeared t^ 
treat the affeir with ability and candour. 

Alderman Beckford, Mr. Jackson, Colonel Barre, Sir William; 
Meridith and others took wp the argument against the bill. Alder- 
man Beckford not only argued against it in point of policy and jus* 
tice, but boldly denied the right and authority of parliament to tax 
America. The other gentlemen insisted principally on arguments 
respecting the inexpediency, impohcy and injustice of taxing the 
colonists. It was urged by them, that the provinces in America 
were extremely poor, that they owed a debt of more than four mil- 
lions to the merchants of Great Britain, that as they were creditors^ 
of the Americans to such an amount, they were in fact the proprie- 
tors of a great portion of what they seemed to possess ; that the sup- 
pression of manufactures in the colonies, and the obliging of them to 
take every kind necessary for their o\^^l use from Great Britain, comr 
* 

"^ Mv* Ingersoirs Lettets ; letter iii. to Goveraor Fitch. 
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prised all taxes in one, and in reality made them the supporters of tf 
great part of the public burdens. It was also pleaded, that as the 
internal commerce of the colonies was carried on entirely by a paper 
currency, and as all tlie ^old and silver which they were able to pro- 
cure, was sent to Great Britain in payment for her merchandise, they 
could not pay taxes if they should be laid upon them, as it was im- 
possible to draw that from the colonies which they had not, and 
wMch they were deprived of the means of obtaining- Colonel Barre, 
who had served as an officer in America and conceived better ideas' 
of the colonists than the members of the house in general, concluded 
a most eloquent and moving speech against the bill with an obser- 
vation to tms effect, " That he was very sure that whoever should 
hold up his hand for the bill must be under the necessitv of acting 
very much in the dark," adding, " perhaps as well in the daA as 
any way." 

Mr. Charles Townsend in reply to Colonel Barre, in favour of the 
hill, and after making sonie observations on his speech, concluded by 
saying, " And now will these Americans, children planted by our 
eare, nourished up by our indulgence, until they were grown to a 
degree of strength and opulence, and protected by our arms, will 
they grudge to contribute their mite, to relieve us from the heavy 
weight of that burden which we lie under ?" 

Upon this Colonel Barre arose, and having explained some obser- 
vations on which Mr. Townsend had been remarking, in a ^irited 
and almost inimitable manner, took up his concluding worCb, and 
said, 

" They planted by yoiu* care ? No, your oppressions planted them 
in America. They fled from your tyranny, to a then uncultivated 
and inhospitable coimtiy ; where they exposed themselves to almost 
all the hardships to which human nature is hable ; and among others, 
to the cruelties of a savage foe the most subtle ; and I take upon me 
to say, the most formidable, of any people upon the face of God's 
earth ; and yet, actuated by principles of true English liberty, they 
met all these hardships with pleasure, compared with those they suf- 
fered in their own country from the hands of those who should have 
been their friends. 

" They nourished up by your indulgence ! They grew by your neg- 
lect of them. As soon as you began to care about them, that care 
was exercised in sending persons to rule over them, in one depart- 
ment and another, who were, perhaps, the deputies of deputies to 
some member of this house, sent to spy out their hberties, to misre- 
present their actions, and to prey upon them ; — men, whose behav- 
iour, on many occasions, has caused the blood of those sons of liberty 
to recoil witmn them ; — ^men promoted to the highest seats of justice ; 
some, who to my knowledge, were glad, by going to a foreign coun- 
try, to escape bemg brought to the bar of a com! of justice in their own. 

" They protected by your arms ! They have nobly taken up arms 
in your defence : have exerted valour amidst their constant and 
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ikborious industry, for the defence of a country, whose frontier, while 
drenched in blood, its interior paits have yielded all its Uttle savings 
to your emolument. And believe me, remember I tliis day told you 
so, — that the same spirit of freedom which actuated that people at 
first will accompany them still 5 but prudence forbids me to explain 
myself further. God knows I do not at this time speak from mo- 
tives of party heat ; what I deliver are the genuine sentiments of my 
heart. However superior to me in general knowledge and expen- 
ence, the respectable body of tliis house may be, yet I claim to know 
more of America than most of you, having seen and been conversant 
in that country. The people, I believe, are as truly loyal as any 
subjects the king has ; but a people jealous of their liberties, and who 
will vindicate them, if ever they should be violated ; but the subject 
is too delicate, and I wDl say no more." 

These sentiments were thrown out so entirely without premedita- 
tion, with such force and firmness, and the breaking off wus so 
beautifully abrupt, that the whole house, for a time, seemed to sit in 
a state of amazement, intently looking, without replying a word.* 

Some of the Americans acknowledged that they felt emotions 
which they had never experienced before, and they took the first 
opportunity to present their thanks to CoL Bane for so noble and 
{Spirited a speech in behalf of their country. 

But arguments were to no purpose, the bill passed by a ^eat 
majority. Of about three hundred members, fifty only were in the 
opposition. 

On the second reading of the bill, February 12th, the petitions 
against it were brought forward- The first, which Was presented to 
the House of Commons, was brought in by Mr. Fuller, one of the 
West India planters, in behalf of the London merchants trading to 
America, who were greatly alanned on the account of their out- 
standing debts in this country. But no sooner had Mr. Fuller 
opened the purport of the petition, and asked leave to lay it befoi-e 
the house, than it was strongly objected against, upon a principle 
which, it was said, had for a long time been adopted, — ^that no peti- 
tion should be received against a money bill. Mr. Fuller, perceiv- 
ing that the petition would not be received, withdrew his motion. 

Sir William Meredith then presented the petition in behalf of the 
colony of Virginia, but the liouse refused to receive it by a great 
majority. The Connecticut petition was presented by Mr. Jackson, 
and was rejected in the same manner. The petition from New- 
York was conceived in terms so high and inflammatory that no 
member of the house could be persuaded to present it. Mr. Grarth 
presented a petition in behalf of^ South Carolina, but the house would 
not give it a hearing. As the point was thus overruled, the other 
agents judged that it would be of no use to offer the petitions of 

Villi ■■ ■! ■ |l I ■ ■ II ■■■■ I * ' ■ ■■ > — I ' 

t Ingeraoiri letter to Gorernor Fitcli. 
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the otlici- colonies. On a subject so interesting to the colonies Pai^ 
liament would not receive a single petition from them. 

In support of the bill it was insisted, •' That the king^s ^nts con- 
tained in the charters to some, and in the commissions to the gpvem- 
ors in the other colonies, could in their natures, be no more than to 
answer particular, local, and provincial purposes; and could llot 
take the people in America out of the general and supreme jurisdic- 
tion of the parHament," It was also much insisted on, that the 
colonies were virtually represented, in the same manner as Leeds, 
Halifax, and other towns m Great Britian were. 

With respect to the observations relative to the charters of the 
colonies, they made them a mere nullity, as they respected the en- 
gagements of the prince to the colonists, while they were holden 
with respect to every duty on their part to the prince. The language 
of them was, that the colonies were only for the convenience and 
emolument of the British peurliament and inhabitants of Great 
Britain, and were to be the subjects of subjects, to be governed in 
tlieir persons and estates by their sovereign pleasui'e. 

With respect to the \Tilual representation of the colonists, so 
much insisted on, tliey felt, and eveiy unprejudiced person must feely 
that there was no parity in the cases alledged, and consequently no 
force nor justice in the argimient from them. WTienever the par- 
Hament taxed Leeds, Halifax, or any other places in Great Britain, 
they laid the same burdens on themselves, and on all other towns 
and cities witliin the realm. If the inhabitants of Leeds and Halifax 
were really oppressed and distressed, the members of parliament 
and the nation in general w^ould be oppressed, and participate in 
^he injury. If Leeds aiid Halifax shoultl, in such case, petition for 
redress, the general sense and feelings of the whole nation would 
second their prayer, and the feelings and personal interests of the 
members of parhament would combine their influence to give them 
relief; but in case of the taxation of the colonists the parliament ea^ed 
themselves in exact proportion as they laid burdens on them ; and, 
in case they were injured and petitioned, the personal interests and 
feeluigs of the members of parhament and of the people of Great 
Britain, the pride and all the selfish passions of the nation, would 
operate against them. Besides, the inhabitants of Great. Britain 
were at home, had a near and cheap access to their king and par- 
liament, but with the Americans the case was directly the revei-se. 
The parhament, however, were satisfied with their own argumenfSv 
and though General Conway, as well as Alderman Beckford, most 
peremptorily denied the right of parhament to tax the Americans, 
and with great vehemence urged the many hardships, and as he was 
pleased to call them, absurdities^ which would follow from the con* 
trary doctrine and practice, yet the bill passed with the same majority 
which it had on the first reading. Jn the house of lords it passed 
without a debate ; and on the 22d of March it received the royal 
a^^ent* 
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The agents of the colonies now despaired >vith respect to the 
efficacy of any opposition which could be made. Even Dr. Frank* 
lin wrote to Mr. Charles Thomson, afterwards secretary of con- 
gress, " The sun of hberty is set; you must light up the candles of 
industry and economy." Mn Thomson made a spirited answer: 
That ne was appifehenave that other lights would be the conse- 
quence, predicting the opposition which soon took place."* 

To evince our mipartiahty in giving the history of this most inter- 
esting and delicate period, we insert in this connection the view of 
it given by one of the most respeqtable of the Enghsh historians^ 
" We now come," s^ Dr. Basset, " to measures, in wt^ch the 
lead wa? taken by Mr. Grenville himself, belongingpecuUarly to his 
department, and deriving their nature and tendency from his charac- 
ter. Mr. Grenville was a man of a dear and sound understanding, 
of great parliamentary experience, indefatigable application, and ex- 
^tensive Knowledge, especially in the laws of his countiy, in com- 
merce, and in finance. He had adopted an opinion, that the re- 
sources of the coimtry were in a very tohausted state ; that there- 
fore the chief business of a prime minister was to find out in what 
way the deficiencies might be supplied. His great object was, the 
improvement of the revenue without additional burthens on tlie 
country. 

Mr. Grenville, therefore, proposed a deviation from the estab- 
lished practice, and the .assertion of a claim, which involved in it 
very important questioas, respecting hot oi?Iy general liberty, but 
also the constitutional freedom of a British ^subject. Ixitended, 
by him iper^y as a scl^eme of finance upon old and established 
grounds, fus {Project proposed a politcal change founded upon new 
prindpl€^9 of which experience had afforded no means of ascertaining 
the operation and effects. It was a much more important and more 
complicated proposition than its author apprehenaed ; and a plan 
for making an inconsiderable addition to Bntish revenue, eventually 
laid the foundation of one of the greatest and most momentous revo- 
lutions which history has to record. 

As a R^rt of this jtm^ovating system, Mr. Gren^ijle i»oved in 
parUament a bill for granting certam duties on goods in ihe British 
oolonies, to support the government there, and encouisige the trade 
to the sugar plantations ; and on the 6th of April, 1 764, piis proposi- 
tion was passed into a law^ He also proposed anptl^er to the fol- 
lowing purport : ^'that towards further defraying the emence of pro- 
tecting ana securing the colonies^ it map be proper to charge certain 
stamp duties iji the colonies^'^ fie postponed, noweyer, during thi^ 
session, the introduction of a bil) founded on the last resolution, that 
the Americans might have time to offer a compensaticm for, or in place 
of, stamp duties. 'Tl?e colonial assemblies auijng tjhe war had been 
in the practice of issuing Ulls, >^hich w^er^e made a 4egal tender for 
money : these had begun to be attended with great inconvenience, 
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and to suffer very considerable depreciation. To remedy the evits^ 
a law was proposed by Mr. Grenville, and passed by parliament, for 
preventing such bills as tnight be hereafter issued in any of his ma- 
jesty's colonies or plantations in America, from being made legal ten- 
ders in payment of money. The restrictions on the clandestine 
trade haa given great umbrage in North America ; the law^ obstruct- 
ing their paper currency added to the dissatisfaction ; but thp duties 
actually imposed upon merchandise, and the resohitiong conceming 
tlie stamp auty^ excited a loud clamour. The New-Englanders 
were the first to investigate these measure^. Conceiving the new 
laws to be part of a general plan for assuming a power not heretofore 
exercised by Britain over her Aincriran colonies, they immediately 
controverted the fundamental principle, and totally denied the right 
of a British parliament to le\'y, in any form, duties or taxes upon th^ 
cdbnics. The exorcise (they said) of such an authority was a vio- 
lation of their rights as freemen ; as colonists, possessing by their 
charters the power of taxing themselves for their own support and 
defence ; and as British subjects, who ouglit not to be taxed but by 
themselves or their repi^esentatives. These topics were the subject^ 
of petitions sent oyer to the king, to the lords, and to the conmions.* 
The deliberations of parliament were now, Jan. 1 765, turned 
towaixls America. Both the justice and expediency of taxation 

* The character given by this historian of the '< New-Englanders,*' will amuse our 
readers. It exhibits a curious mixture oT truth, prejudice, and misrepresentation. 

*' Placed in a rigorous climate, and on a soil requiring active and persevering iodoetry 
to render it productive, the New-Englanders were strong, hardj, and capahle bf ao« 
dergoing great labour and fatigue. ' Having many difficulties to overcome and daogen| 
io encounter, they were formed to penetration, enterprise, and resolution. Their comi- 
try, less bountiful thali those of their southern neighbours rendered recourse to traffip 
necessary. The puritanism which they inherited from their forefrithers, with its eoii- 
comitant hypocrisy, incorporated itself with their commercial conduct ; and avoricels 
fever keener than after a coalition with fanatical austerity, and never with more &r- 
qour uses the ministry of fraud, than when arrayed in the garb of sanctity. The traffic 
of New-England, of a minute and detailed kind, less resembling the pursuit of an en^ 
tightened merchant than 9 petty shop keeper, while it narrowed liberality, sharpened 
artifice. Inheriting a tinge of democratic republicanism, the people submitted with re^ 
luctance to the constitutional authority of a government, in which monarchy pnade a 
considerable part, and ' sparned at the idea of yielding to what they conceived to b(i 
usurpation. Avarice being a' prominent feature in their characters, they were peculiarly 
jealous of au apprehended usurpation, which was calculated to afiect their purposes. 
As their sentiments and principles prompted them to oppose such attempts, their inter* 
ligent and bold character enabled them effectually to resist them. In the middle colo- 
nies, in which the temperature of the climate and fertility of the soil easily afibrded tfa^ 
necessaries and accommodations of life, though active and industrious, the inhabilaots 
were not equally hardy and enterprising ; they were less austere in their manners, ad- 
mitted luxury and refinement to a much greater degree than the colonists of the oorth| 
and were attached to a monarchical form of government. The southern colonies were 
dissipated, relaxed, and indolent; and therefore, though little adapted to resistance them- 
selves, were well fitted to receive impressions from more vigorous characters. The 
New-Englanders were extremely active in diffusing their own sentiments through the 
provinces attached to the mother country ; till, at length, the spirit of dissatisfaction 
became so prevalent, as to attract the notice and animadversions of the British govem- 
ment." . j 
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iioilerwent a discusaon, on much more cx)mprehcnsive principles, 
than in the fonner year, when the probable efficiency of the tax ap- 

S)eared to be the sole considemtion. The petitions and manifestos 
rom the i^erican colonies, denying the right of the British Parlia- 
ment to tax them, being read, the minister submitted the question to 
the house. A more important subject of discussi^i had rarely been 
presented to the British Parliament. It was a question, the extent 
and consequences of which its proposer had by no means digested ; it 
involved the general objects of colonization, the means by which 
those were to be effected, and the particular constitution, state, and 
sentiments of the British colonies. In considering this subject, many, 
by arming from the practice of parent countries and their planta- 
tions m ancient times, were led to very faulty conclusions respecting 
the question between Britain and her colonies. The plans of differ- 
ent European nations in the government of their colonies, varied 
according to the general policy of the parent country, the circum- 
stances of the settiements, and the character of particular adminis- 
trations. The constitution of the American colonies was similar to 
the polity of Britain, in established provisions for the security of pro- 
perty, hberty, and life ; they therefoi-epossessed tlie right of taxing 
themselves by their representatives. This was a privilege which the 
Americans thought inherent in them as British subjects, and con- 
firmed by charters admitted by the mother country ; its practical 
enjoyment constituted a great part of tlieir comfort apd happiness ; 
and teaching them to value themselves and their respective colonics, 
inspirited those exerticHis which rendered them so beneficial to the 
British enipire. The actual benefits that accrued to England from 
her colonies, consisted in the increase of people, as tlie means of 
security and productiveness were augmented ; and in the vast and 
rapidly growing accession to our trade,* to supply the wants of the 
inultiplymg colonies. Commercial benefits were the objects of the 

Klantations ; the question, therefore, to be considered simply was, 
ow are these advantages to be most effectually promoted, insured, 
and improved ? It was a mere question of expediency, requiring no 
metaphysical disauisitions about abstract rights. Experience show- 
ed that our gains nad been very considerable, and acquired without 

*Thi8 wai Sir Robert Walpole's view of the subject, declared when he was 
•expresdog hia objectioni to taxing America. As his opinion was much quoted during^ 
^ discussion before us, it may not be forei^ to our purpose to repeat it in his ^wn 
words : *' I will leave the taxation of Aipenca," said he, ^ for some of my successors* 
who may have more courage than I have, and be less a friend to commerce than I am. 
It has been a maxim with me, during my administration, to encourage the trade of tlie 
American colonies in the utmost latitude ; nay, it has been necessary to pass over some 
irregularities in their trade with Europe; for, by encouraging them to an extensive 
growing foreign commerce, if they gain 500,0001. 1 am convinced, that in two years 
fifterwards, full 250^0001, of their gain will be in his majesty's exchequer, by the labour 
and product of this kingdom ( as immense (}uantitie» of every kind of our manufac- 
tures go thither ; and as they increase in their foreign American trade, more of our 
produce will be wanted. This is taxing them more agreeably to their own constitution 
and to ours." 
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murmur or dispute, by the old plan, of profiting from their commerce, 
and demands for our prodiictions : wisdom had now to determine, 
whether an adherence to a system of experienced benefit daily in- 
creasing, oi the adoption of new schemes of doubtful operation and 
certain opposition, was most likely to continue and extend that 
benefit for which colonies were estabUshed. 

The British minister preferred the untried theory to the essayed 
plan ; and stated to Parliament, that having postponed his scheme 
of taxation till this session, expecting that the colonies would have 
offered an equivalent, instead of a compensation, they had sent 
remonstrances- On the 7tli of February, 1765, he opened his sys- 
tem to the commons, and in a committee moved fifty-five resolutions, 
for irapQsing stamp duties on certain papers and documents used in 
the colonies, and introduced a bill grounded upon the propasitions. 

Of the two parties wliich opposed government, the Duke of 
Newcastle's was the more strenuous in combating the stamp-act. 
The principal leaders among the whig party in tlie House of Com- 
mons, were General Ck)nway and Mr. Dowdeswell. Ministry had 
now acquired a very powerful auxiliary in the brilliant ingenuity of 
Mr. Charles Townshend, who had lately come over to their «jde. 
The supporters of British taxation asserted, that the colonies had 
been planted by our care, and nourished by our indulg^ice ; and 
that as America had been the cause of gieat expense, it was but 
reasonable that she should contribute toward the general demands 
of the empire, as a part of which she was protected. The British 
legislature (they said) had a right to enact laws for every settlement 
within the British territories. The Americans, though not nominal- 
ly, were really represented in the British Parliament, and thus were 
on a footing with many individuals and bodies of Britons, who, hav- 
ing ostensibly no vote in the election of members, w^ere equally 
included in the pro\isions of the legislature. The British finances 
were exhausted by a war begun for the security of the colonies ; it 
was therefore not only equitable that they should contribute, but 
extremely ungrateful in them to refuse. The nation had contracted 
an immense debt to give tliem protection ; the navigation act, that 
palladium of British commerce, had been relaxed in their favour ; 
m short, Britain had treated them as favourite children. 

The arguments of the opposers of the stamp^act were resolved 
into two heads ; the right of Britain to tax America, and the expe- 
diency of exercising mat right. The sovereign claim of taxation 
proposed by the pending bill, was totally inconsistent with every prin- 
ciple of freedom ; it would undo tlie security of property, and^fras 
contrary to the rights of British subjects. The perfection of the 
representative system is, that the delegate is placed in tlie same 
situation as the constituent, and is bound himself by the laws which 
he has a share in enacting. In Great Britain, every individual -mav 
be said to be virtually represented ; as e\ ery law and impost extend 
equally to those who have, as to those who have not votes, fjji 
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Americans were not even virtually represented, and so far were 
members of the British Parliament from bein^ interested in securing 
the property of the Americans, that, if the right of taxation were 
admitted, by increasing the burthens of the colonies, they would 
relieve their own. Such were the arguments used against the right 
of taxation. On the ground of expediency it was urged, that from 
the established system we had derived very great benefits, conmier- 
cial and financial ; that the willing contributions of the colonies in 
demands for our commodities, though circuitously, increased our 
revenue much more than any direct impost would augment it, since 
it was already manifest that they would very unwillingly pay. The 
particular regulations of the act itself also underwent a severe dis- 
cussion* The bill was carried through both houses by a great ma- 
jority ; and, on the 22d of March, passing into a law, became an 
important epoch in the history of th^ reign of Geoige III."* 



SECTION IV. 

Stamp- Act — its effect on both countries — its repeal, and the immediate con- 
sequences which followed. 

As the Stamp-Act was a prominent subject of controversy between 
the mother^CDuntry and her American colonies, and probably tlie 
most operative cause of the following Revolutionary War, it is pro- 
per here to give a brief account of it. 

This famous and odious act passed in Parliament Februaiy 7th, 
1765, under the ministry of Lord Grenville, and was to take effect 
the 1st of November following. It was repealed March 18th, 1766, 
under the ministry of Mr- Pitt, who came into office in July 1765. 
The intervening period of thirteen months was the most tumultuouiTA 
and eventful of any in our whole histoiy . The events which occur- 
red, during this short space, were big with the most important conse- 
quences, which have since been witnessed — consequences whicli 
wise men foresaw and predicted ; which affected not only the pai- 
ties contending, but other nations to a great extent. The talents of 
the ablest and best men^ in both countries, were displayed to their 
utmost extent in the measures which they devised and pubhcly dis- 
cussed and adopted. The speeches and state papers exhibited^ 
during tliis period, elevate it in history to the highest i-ank of impor- 
tance, as displaying a manly, though impassioned eloquence, singular 
wisdom, moderation and fiimness ; ardent and inextinguishable 
patriotism and love of liberty, and invincible courage and perse- 
verance in its defence. Our aim is to give a full and impartial his- 
tory of this period. 

"After the stamp-act was passed, Mr. Whately, secretary to the 

treasury, invited the agents of the colonies to an interview with him, 

- ■ 

* Bisset's Reign of George III. v. i. p. 215 to 22r>. 
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atid acquainted them that it was not the design of Mr. Grenville id 
send stamp officers from Great Britain, but that it would oblige liim 
if they would nominate persons of discretion and respectability 
among the colonists, who might be appointed distributors of the 
stnmps. Thus the agents were taken in by the minister, and gener- 
ally nominated their friends. Even Dr. Franklin recommend^ Mr. 
Hughes in Pennsylvania, Mr. Cox in New^Jersey, and advised Mr. 
Ingersoll to accept the office in Connecticut. This afforded suffi- 
cient evidence,, that, in their opinion, the act would ha ve been received 
without any general resistance. Indeed it was the general opinion 
that the colonies ultimately would be obliged to submit to parliamen- 
tary taxation. The ministry in general were confident that the 
stamp act was so framed that it would enforce itself. They flattered 
themselves that the confusion which must arise on the disuse of 
writings, and the insecurity of property, which would be the result of 
using any other than those required oy law, would necessitate the 
colonies to use the stamp paper, and consequently to pay the imposed 
taxes. 

It however appears that Mr. Grenville was not without appre- 
hensions, that the act would be resisted and occasion disorder ; he 
therefore, in the same session, projected and brought in anotiier bill, 
which made it lawful for military officers in the colonies, to quarter 
soldiers in private houses. The apparent design of this was to awe 
the people into a compliance by a military force. In this form of 
the bill, it met with a most strenuous opposition. It was insisted on 
that with an army vested with such power, no man could be sale, 
even in his own house. The form of the bill, therefore, was altered, 
and it passed into a law, that the assemblies in the several colonies 
should provide quarters for the soldiers, and furnish them with firing, 
bedding, candles, and various other articles, at tlie expence of tl» 
colonies. This was directly against the principle, that money is not 
lo be raised on English subjects without their conifent, and was an 
occasion of great grievance and mischief to the colonies, vvliich con- 
tinued until the revolution, and was one cause of the separatioD 
between Great Britain and the colonies. 

No sooner had the Americans received the intelligence, than a 
deep melancholy seized every countenance, and the people, struck 
with astonishment, hesitated, for a short interval, with respect to the 
course which it would be best to pursue. In Boston the ships in the 
harbour, in token of the deepest mourning, hung out their colours 
half-mast higJi ; and the bells in the town were rung muffled. The 
act was soon printed, with a death's head in the front of it, and was 
cried about the streets as the " Folly op England and the Ruin op 
America." A general discontent inmiediately discovered itself 
through the country. The people gradually recovered from their 
consternation, and began to speak, write and resolve boldly against 
the parliamentary acts. The newspapers every where groaned lor 
the I0S5 of liberty ; and the wann patriots in the colomes, rallying 
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for the defence of their country, jBx)ni the noble speech of Col. Barre, 
assumed the title of the sons of liberty. The legislatures of the 
colonies proceeded to bold resolutions against parliamentary taxa- 
tion. The legislature of the ancient and respectable colony of Vir- 
ginia led the way. . 

May 28th, 1765, Mr. Patrick Henry brought into the House of 
Burgesses the following resolutions, which were substantially adopt- 
ed by the house : — 

" Resolved. That the first adventurers, settlers of his majesty's colony and 
dominion of vii^inia, brought with them, and transmitted to their posterity, 
and all other, his majesty's subjects, since inhabiting in this, his majesty's col- 
ony, all the liberties, privileges and immunities, that have at any time been 
held, enjoyed and possessed oy the people of Great Britain. 

*' Resolved^ That by two royal charters, granted by King James the First, 
the colonies aforesaid are declared, and entitled to all liberties, privileges, ana 
immunities of denizens, and natural subjects, to all intents and purposes, as if 
they had been abiding, and bom within the realm of England. 

'' Resolvedj That his majesty's liege people, of this, his ancient colony, 
have enjoyed the rights of being thus ffovemed by their own assembly, in tnc 
article of taxes and internal police, and that the same have never been forfeit- 
ed, or yielded up, but have been constantly recognized by the king and people 
of Great Britain. 

" Resolved^ thertfore, That the General Assembly of this colony, together 
with his majesty, or his substitutes, have, in their representative capacity, the 
only exclusive right and power, to lay taxes and imposts, upon the inhabitants 
of this colony, and that every attempt to vest such power in any other person 
or persons, whatsoever, than the General Assembly aforesaid, is illegal, un- 
constitutional, and unjust, and hath a manifest tendency to destroy British, as 
well as American liberty. 

'* Resolved^ That his maiesty's liege people, the inhabitants of this colony, 
are not bound to yield obedience to any law, or ordinance whatever, designed 
to impose any taxation whatever upon them, other than the laws and ordinances 
of the General Assembly aforesaid. 

*' Resolved^ That any person who shall, by speaking or writing, assert, or 
maintain, that any person, or persons, other than the General Assembly of this 
colony, have any right or power to impose or lay any taxation on the people 
here, shall be deemed an enemy to this his majesty's colony." 

These resolutions were so bold and novel, so firm and unexpected, 
that upon the reading of them, one of the members was affected ta 
such a degree, that he cried out, " Treason ! Treason !" The 
people, nevertheless, judged them true and judicious ; they expressed 
their feelings and met their applause. With dispatch they were 
sent forward from colony to colony ; the same spu-it catched from 
one legislature to another, and similar resolutions were very univer- 
sally adopted by the freemen and assembUes through the continent. 
The wavering were soon confirmed, and the timid emboldened in 
their opposition to the stamp-act." 

"On the 6th of June, the following proceedings, in the House of 
Representatives of Massachusetts, took place, respecting sending a 
Committee to New- York, to consult with Committees from other 
colonies, on the state of the country : — 

15 
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** The House, taking into consideration the many difficulties to which tiie 
colonies are and must be reduced by the operation of some late acts of Pariia- 
ment ; after some time spent, 

" On a motion made and seconded, ordered, that Mr. Speaker, Brijgadier 
Ruggles, Col. Partridge, Col. Wortbington, Gen. Winslow, Mr. Otis, Mr. 
Cushing, Col. Saltonstall, and Capt. Sheafe, be a committee to consider what 
measures had best be taken, and make report. 

" The committee appointed for that purpose, reported as follows :— The 
committee appointed to consider what dutiful, loyal, and humble address may 
foe proper to make to our gracious Sovereign and his Parliament, in relation 
to tne several acts passed, for levying duties and taxes on the colonies, have 
attended that service, and are humbly of opinion : 

"That it' is highly expedient there should be a meeting, as soon as may be, of 
committees from the nouses of Representatives, or Burgesses, in the several 
colonies on this continent, to consult together on the present circumstances of 
the colonies, and the difficulties to which they are and must be reduced by the 
operation ot the late acts of Parliament for levying duties and taxes on the 
colonies, and to consider of a general and humble address to his Majesty and 
the Parliament, to implore relief. 

"And the committee are further of opinion, that a meeting of suph committees 
should be held at New- York, on the first Tuesday of October next, and that a 
committee of three persons be chosen by this House ou the part of this Pro- 
vince, to attend the same. 

" And that letters be forthwith prepared and transmitted to the respective 
Speakers of the several Houses of Representatives, or Burgesses in the colo- 
nies aforesaid, advising them of the resolution of this House thereon, and 
invitinp^ such Houses of Representatives, or Burgesses, to join this with their 
committees, in the meeting, and for the purposes aforesaid. 

" And that a proper letter be prepared and forwarded to the s^ent of the 
Province, on these matters, in the mean time. 

"Read and accepted,'and ordered, that Mr. Speaker, Mr. Otis, and Mr. Lee, 
be a committee to prepare a draft of letters to be sent to the respective Speak- 
ers of the several Houses of Representatives in the colonies, and make report. 

" The committee appointed for that purpose, reported the following draft : 

CIRCULAR. 

" Province of Massachusetts Bay. Boston, June 8, 1765. 

" Sir — The House of Representatives of this Province in the present ses- 
sion of the General Court, have unanimously agreed to propose a meeting, as 
soon as may be, of committees from the Houses of Representatives, or JBur- 
gesses, of the several British colonies on this continent, to consult together on 
the present circumstances of the colonies, and the difficulties to which they are 
and must be reduced by the operation of the acts of Parliament for levying 
duties and taxes on the colonies ; and to consider of a general and united^ 
dutiful and humble representation of their condition to his Majes^ and the 
Parliament, to implore relief. The House of Representatives of this Province 
have also voted to pi-opose that such meeting be at the city of New- York, on 
the first Tuesday of October next, and have appointed a committee of three' 
of their members to attend that service, with such as the other Houses of Re- 
presentatives, or Burgesses, in the several colonies may think fit to appoint to 
meet him : And the committee of the House of Representatives of this FVo- 
vince are directed to repair to said New- York, on said first Tuesday of October 
^next, accordingly. If, therefore, your honorable House should agree to this 
proposal, it would be acceptable, that as early notice of it as possible might 
be transmitted to the Speaker of the House of Hepresentatives ofthis Province. 

" SAMUEL WHITE, .S^iwiJfcer." 

"From this period it Secame far more general, and assumed a much 
bolder face. The tongues and pens of the best informed citizens 
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were in constant labour to kindle the sparks of patriotism and to 
roiise the people to an united and general defence of their endanger- 
ed liberties. Many judicious publications in the several colonies 
exhibited the rights of America in a clear and strong point of light. 

It was not a little fortunate to the colonies, that the news-paperg 
were subject to a heavy stamp-duty. The printers in general zeal- 
ously arranged themselves on the side of Uberty. The country was 
not only filled with pamphlets, but the news-papers with pieces on 
the rights and dangers of America, and on the necessity of a system- 
atical and harmonious opposition to the encroachments of parha- 
ment.* 

In New-England the clergy were among the first and most zeal- 
ous patriots both in speaking and writing in vindication of the rights 
of their country. No class of men had more deeply imbibed the 
spirit of their venerable ancestors, the first settlers ofNew-England, 
than they ; none more generally engaged in the cause of their 
injured country, nor had a greater and more general influence upon 
thepeople. 

The pamphlets published, and pieces which appeared in the news- 
papers, were often addressed to the passions as well as reason of the 
colonists. The fiame of liberty kindled from breast to breast, and 
province to province,, until the conflagration became general. In 
no part of the coun^ did it spread more rapidly, or with greater 
ardor, than in New-England. In no part of the world are the peo- 
ple, in general, so well informed ; the history of their forefathers, 
whose memory was dear to them, had been kept alive in their mem- 
ories. They kaew how they had been driven oy the relentless hand 
of persecution and despotism, from their pleasant seats and enjoy- 
ments in Europe, into the inhospitable wilds of America, and had 
been obliged to effcA settlements on bare creation. They knew 
that they had made settlements and defended themselves against the 
most subtle and formidable enemies, wholly at their own expense, 
and to the immense emolument of their parent state. Their resent- 
ments for the invasion of their just and accustomed rights, were 
heightened by the remembrance of the ill treatment and gnevous suf- 
ferings of their ancestors. The spirit of their fathers kindled in their 
breasts, and they determined to show that they were not unworthy 
to be the descendants of such magnanimous ancestors. They rose 
with the same spirit of opposition against the stamp-act, with which 
their fathers had resisted the cruel impositions of the house of 
Stuarts, and of bigoted priests and bishops. Indeed m a short time 

* The news-papers of this period " exhibited the operation of the spirit of public Lib- 
trtyj the measures pursued, and the successful emancipation from slavery. The press 
was of eminent service in this cause. In all America there had been but seven presses 
issuing news-papers before 1750. fn 1765 they had increased to twenty-six^ on the 
Continent, and^ve in the West India Islands." [Dr. Stiles^ collection of American News- 
papers, published during the memorable period of the stamp-act, from August 1765. to 
August 1776, in /our folio Yolttmet, presented by him to Yale College liibrary.] 
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the minds of the people underwent an admu*able and almost total 
transfomiation. From that peaceable, steady, and almost unparal- 
leled attachment to the British nation, for wmch they had been dis- 
tinguished, for nearly a century and an half, they were gradually 
advancing every day to the opposite extreme. 

By the month of August* the spirit of opposition broke forth in 
tumult and disorder. New modes of expressing resentment a^nst 
the stamp-act, and all its abettors, began to display themselves m the 
several colonies. They began in Boston, wJicre the inhabitants 
until this time had been more orderly and peaceable than in several 
of the other colonies. Early in the morning, on the fourteenth of the 
month, there appeared on the limb of a large tree in the most public 
street toward tne entrance of the town, two uncommon effigies : by 
the labels, it appeared that one was designed to represent the stamp 
master, the other was a jack-boot, with a head and horns peeping out 
at the top. The report of them instantly spread, and great numbers 
both from town and country collected to view them. A spirit of 
enthusiasm spread almost instantaneously among the multitude. 
No sooner was it evening, than the images were cut down and 
carried in funeral procession, while the populace shouted, "Liberty 
and |wx>perty forever, and no stamps." They took their route to a 
new building of Mr. Oliver's, which they imagined he had erected 
for a stamp-office. This they soon demolished. Hence they pro- 
ceeded to his dwelling house, in the front of which they beheaded his 
effigy, and broke his windows. After burning his effigy, on Fort 
HiD, they returned to his house, broke into the lower part of it, 
destroyed his furniture, and did further injuries to it. 

About twelve days after, the tumult and outrage became far more 
enormous and alarming. A numerous mob attacked the house of 
Mr. William Storer, deputy register of the ccArt of admiralty, and 
after breaking his windows, forced into his dwelling house, destroyed 
the books and files belonging to said couii, and ruined the principal 
part of his furniture. Thence they proceeded to the house of Mr. 
Benjamin Hallowell, comptroller of the customs for Boston, and 
besides committing similar excesses, they drank and destroyed the 
liquors in his cellars, robbed him of wearing apparel, and of more 
than thirty pounds sterling in money. Many by this time were heated 
with liquor, and the number of the mob was greatly increased ; it 
l)ecame therefore more riotous and prepared for every mischief. 
These madmen determined now to wrealc their vengeance on Mr. 
Hutchinson, the lieutenant-governor of the province. After all his 
eflforts to save liimself, he was driven with his family from his house, 
and the rioters carried off all his plate, family pictures, household 
furniture of all kinds, his own, his children's and servants' wearing 
apparel, and robbed him of above nine hundred pounds sterling. 
The house was so destroyed that nothing but the bare walls and 

'August 14, 1765. 
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floors remained. The mob scattered and destroyed all his manu- 
scripts and other papers, wliich he had been collecting for more than 
thirty years. Many public papers, which were in his custody, 
shared the same fate. The damage was in-epaii'able, not only to 
him, but to the public. Never had there before been such an out- 
rage in New-England. The town of Boston condemned the whole 
proceeding, and all sober people \iewed it with grief and abhorrence. 
A small number of the lowest of the mob were taken up and com- 
mitted, but they broke jail, or otherwise escaped all punishment. 

These lawless proceedings were not confined to Boston. The very 
next day similar outrages were committed at New-Port in Rhode- 
Island. The people exhibited three effigies, representing Messieurs 
Howard, Moffatt^ and Johnson, in a cart with halters about their 
necks : after hanging them for some time, they cut them do\ra and 
burnt them amidst the shouts of thousands of the inhabitants. The 
day following the inhabitants collected at the house of Martin How- 
ard, an attorney, who had been writing in defence of the right of 
parliament to tax the colonies, and destroyed every thing in it, and 
left the house but a mere shell. They then made a simdar visit to 
Dr. Moffatt's, who had been a warm supporter of the parUamentary 
rights. The Doctor not only lost his property, but was obliged to 
make his escape on board a ship of war. Johnson made his peace 
with the people by a resignation of his office. • 

In Connecticut no such voilences were committed. Mr. IngersoU 
was burnt in effigy in several towns in the month of August, and on 
the 19th of September a large body of people, to the amount of a 
thousand, assembled, and overtaking Mr. IngersoU on the road to 
Hartford, whither he was going to meet the assembly of the colony, 
they obliged him publicly to resign his office of distributor of stamps, 
in the Great-street, at Wethersfield, and to give liberty and property 
with three cheers. This was followed with the loud acclamations of 
the people. A man then took him by the hand and told him he was 
now restored to their former fiiendship. The people were all undis- 
guised and well dressed, headed by officers of the miUtia, in scarlet, 
with laced hats. They had marched, some twenty and some thirty 
miles, in three divisions, through the country in the most orderly man- 
ner, and made a junction at Wethersfield. From Wethersfield they 
proceeded to Hartford, where the general assembly was sitting; 
and forming four abrest, preceded by three tnimpeters sounding, 
ihey marched round the court-house. Then forming in a semi- 
circle, at the door of an adjoining tavern, they caused Mr. IngersoU 
to read liis resignation withm the hearing of the assembly. This was 
succeeded with liberty and property, and three cheers.* The people 
then, in the most quiet and peaceable manner, retired to their respec- 
tive towns and habitations. Though they vrere assembled nearly 
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three days, in such numbers, on this business, and marched throu^ 
such a tract of country, yet no man was injured in his person or prop- 
erty. 

The governor had met some of the heads of the people, on his way 
to Hartford and said whatever he thought proper to one of them, 
to dissuade him from his purpose, representing to him the danger of 
the measures the people were persuing, and cnarging him to ^o and 
tell liiem to return. He assured the governor, that he considered 
the affair as the cause of the people, and that it was their determina- 
tion not to take directions respecting it fix)m any man. The mera- 
l)ers of the assembly were generally as warmly opposed to the pro- 
ceedings of parliament, as the people ; and they so well knew the 
state of the public mind, that they judged it expedient, to take no 
notice of the transaction. 

Resolves against the stamp-act, as illegal and injurious to the rights 
of the colonists, passed in the assembly, at this session, almost unani- 
mously. 

The governor was in a most delicate and critical situation. It 
was the opinion of a majority of both houses of assembly, that he 
should not take the oath prescribed by act of Parliament. K he 
neglected it, he was subjected to a fine of a thousand pounds sterling, 
and incapacitated to hold the office of governor in any future iisne^ 
The members of the lower house were touched with sympathy fot 
him, and as they judged it dangerous to transact any thing respect- 
ing his relief, in their legislative capacity, they agreed amonc them- 
selves to indemnify him with respect to the thousand poun(& ; and 
appointed a committee to acquaint him with their determination, and 
to desire him not to take the oath, which the act of Parliament pie- 
scribed. But just as the committee were about to enter the upp^r 
house, they found that the ^vemor was taking the oath, and met the 
members of his council withdravying from the house, as they would 
not be present while it was administered. They all vsathdrew but 
four, wno advised him to receive the oath. The committee, finding 
how the af&ir was circumstanced, returned without any conference 
with the governor on the subject. 

The governor and the counsellors, who gave him the oath, no 
doubt were of the opinion that the safety of Ihe colony requined that 
he should conform to the act of Parliament, as well as his personal 
interest and public usefulness. The freemen, nevertheless, at the 
next election, manifested their resentment, by leaving them all out 
of the house. 

In New- York, as the stamp officer had been induced to resign, 
Lieutenant-Governor Golden had deposited the stamp papers in Fort 
George. The people, disliking his poUtical sentiments, and his thus 
secunng the papers, on the first of November, the day the stamp-act 
was to take place, broke open his stable, took out his coach, and car- 
ried it in triumph through the principal streets, to the gallows. On 
one end of it they suspended tne efficy of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
bearing in his right hand a stamped bill of lading, and in his left a 
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figure of the devil. After parading, for some time, the apparatus was 
conveyed to the gate of the fort, and thence to the bowling-green, 
imder the muzzles of the guns ; they there burned the coach and 
whole apparatus. Thence they went to the house of Major James, 
a known friend to the stamp-act, which they stripped of a good 
library and of every other vahiable article, destroyed his garden, and 
finished their riot vsith another bonfire. 

The next evening they assembled again, and obliged the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor to deliver the stamped papers to the corporation, and 
deposit them in the city hall. The same excesses were not prac- 
tised in the more southern colonies ; but means were every where 
adopted to make the stamp oflScers resign. Some of them were 
obstinate, and held out long, but they were ultimately obliged to 
submit to the requisitions of the people. They did not Judge the 
cause worth dying for, and they saw no other alternative, but to 
resign or die * 

As opportunities presented, the assemblies passed resolutions, 
asserting the exclusive right of taxing their constituents ; and though 
the king's governors, in me colonies, prorogued the assemblies, and 
used all their influence to prevent tnem, yet they were generally 
passed. The representatives were instructed by their constituents, 
m town and freemen's meetings, to oppose the stamp-act, and to 
assert their just rights. In these the commonalty spoke the deter- 
mined language of firemen. As a specimen of these, the instruc- 
tion given by uie ancient town of Plymouth, to their representative, 
shall be subjoined. After representing the high esteem in which 
they held the British constitution, and declaring their grievances, 
they thus address him : — 

" You, sir, represent a people, who are not only descended from 
the first settlers of this country, but inhabit the very spot they first 
possessed. Here was first laid the foundation of the British empire 
m this part of America, which, from a very small beginning, 
has increa^d and spread in a manner very surprising and almost 
incredible ; especially, when we consider that all tliis has been 
effected, without the aid or assistance of any other power upon earth : 
That we have defended, protected and secured ours elves against the 
invasions and cruelty of the savages, and the subtlety and inhuman- 
ity of our inveterate and natural enemies, the French ; and all thisT 
without the appropriation of any tax by stamps, or stamp-acts, laid 
upon our fellow subjects in any part of the king's dominions for de- 
fraying the expense thereof. This place, sir, was at first the asylum 
of liberty, and, we hope, will ever be preserved sacred to it, though 
it was then no more than a barren wilderness, inhabited only by 

• The following: persons were appointed distributors of Stamps in nine of the states^ 
viz :— George Meserve, Esq. New-Hampshire — Andrew Oliver, Esq. Massachusetts — 

Augustus Johnson, Esq, Rhode-Island— J ared IngersoU, Esq. Connecticut; McEv- 

ers, Esq. New-York—MTilHam Coxe, Esq. New-J/Brsey— John Hughei, Esq. Pennsyl 
vania^Zacfaariah Hood, Esq. Maryland — Colonel Mercer, Virginia. 
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savage men and l)easts. To tliis place our father's (whose memo^ 
ries be revered) possessed of the principles of liberty in their purity, 
disdaining slavery, fled to enioy tliose privileges which they nad an 
undoubted right to, but were deprived of, by the hands of violence and 
oppression, in their native country. We, sir, their posterity, the free- 
holders, and other inliabitants of this town, legally assembled for that 
purpose, possessed of the same sentiments, and retaining the same 
ardor for liberty, think it our indispensable duty, on tliis occasion, to 
express to you these our sentiments of the stamp-act, and its fatal 
consequences to this country, and to enjoin upon you, as you regard 
not only the welfare, but the very being of tliis people, tliat you, (con- 
sistent with our allegiance to the king, and relation to the govern- 
ment of Great Britain) disregarding all proposals for that purpose, 
exert all your power and influence in opposition to the stamp-act, 
at least till we near the success of our petitions for relief. We also, 
4o avoid disgracing the memories of our ancestors, as well as the 
reproaches of our own consciences, and the curses of posterity, recom- 
mend it to you, to obtain, if possible, in the honourable house of rep- 
resentatives of this province, a full and explicit assertion of our rights,, 
and to have the same entered on their public records, tliat all gener- 
ations yet to come, may be convinced, that we have not only a just 
sense of our rights and liberties, but that we never, with submissiou 
to divine providence, will be slaves to any power on earth." 

Among otlier expedients for the preservation of the liberties of 
America, it was conceived that the calling of a continental congress, 
consisting of deputies from each of the colonies, might hare the most 
general and happy influence. In this the wisdom of all the colonies 
would be collected ; this would harmonize, and give countenance 
and vigour to the proceedings of their several legislatures, and to the 
conduct of the people in general, and through this body all the colo- 
nies might jointly petition the king and parliament. This measure 
had, at an early period, occurred to the people of Massachusetts, and 
their general court passed a iresolution for that purpose.* The place 
of mcjeting was fixed at New- York, and the time assigned was the 
second Tuesday in October."t These proceedings, and the circular 
letter we have given in a foi-mer page. 

We here insert the instructions of the freeholders and inhabitants 
I of Boston to their Representatives to the Contuiental Congress^ 
passed September 23, 1765. 

" To the Hon. James OtiSy Esq. Thomas Cashing Esq. and Mr. Thomas Chray. 

Gentlemen — 
At a time when the British American subjects are every where loudly com- 

*Thi8 measure had been sug&:cstcd by Dr. Mayhew, in a letle-* written only three 
(lays before his death, June l\ 1766, to Mr. Otis, juD. member of the Legislature, tbeft 
in session, in the following; manner — '•^ You have heard of the Commttnion ofChiurehit' 
While I wag thinking of this on my bed, the great use and importance of a Commnnum 9/ 
Colonies^ appeared to me in a very strong light, which determined me immediately to wt 
down these hints for yoU; not knowing but tlie house may be suddenly prorogued ojE 
diMolFed." Mrs. Warren's Hist. Rev. vol. i App. p. 416. 

f^ ' ""' Hist. U. States, M&» 
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H^iaining of arbitraiy and unconstitutional innoTations, the town of HoHon can- 
not any Jonger remain silent, without just imputations of inexcusable neglect^^ ^ 
We therefore, the freeholders and other inhabitants, being legally assembleoj*"^ 
at Faneuil'Hali^ to consider what steps are necessary for us to take at this 
alarming crisis, think it proper to communicate to you our united sentiments, 
and to give you our instruction thereupon. 

It fills OS with great concern to find, that measures have been adopted by 
the Bi'itish ministiy, and acts of parliament made which press hard upon our in- 
valuable rights and liberties ; ana tend greatly to distress the trade of the prov- 
ince, by which we have heretofore been able to contribute so large a share to- 
wards the enriching the mother country. But we are more particularly alarmed? 
and astonished at the act called the Stamp- Act, by which a very grievous, and 
we apprehend unconstitutional tax is to be laid upon the colonies. 

By the royal charter granted to our ancestors, the power of making laws for 
our internal government, and of levying taxes, is vested in the general assem- 
bly : and by the same charter the inhabitants of this province are entitled to 
all the rights and privileges of natural free born subjects of Great-Biutain. 
The most essential rights of British subjects are those of being represented in 
the same bo<fy which exercises the power of levying taxes upon them, and of 
having their property tried by juries. These are the very pillars of the British ^ 

constitution, founded in the Qommon rights of mankind. — It is certain that we - /' 
were in no sense represented in the parliament of Great Britain, when this act /i- 
of taxation was made ; and it is also certain that this law admits of our proper- 
ties being tried, in controversies arising from internal concerns, by courts of 
admiralty, without a jury. It follo^^is, that at once it annihilates the most val*- 
uable privileges of our charter, deprives us of the most essential rights of 
Britons, and greatly weakens the oest security of our lives, liberties and 
estates ; which mav hereafter be at the disposal of judges, who may be stran- 
gers to us, and pernaps malicious, mercenary, corrupt and oppressive. 

But admitting we had no complaints of this nature, we should have reason to 
except against the inequa Jity ofthese taxes :— It is well known that the people ' 
of this province have not only settled this country, but enlarged and defended 
the British dominion in America with a vast expence of treasure and blood. 
They have exerted themselves in the most distinguished services for their kingr 
by which they have often been reduced to the greatest distress : And in the 
late war more especially, by their surprizing exertions, they have brouffht upon 
themselves a debt almost insupportable : And we were well assured that it' 
these expensive services, for wnich very little if any advantage hath ever ac- 
crued to themselves, together with the necessary charges of supporting and 
defending his majesty's government here, had been duly estimated, the monies 
tiesigned to be drawn from us by this act would have appeared greatly beyoniL , 
our proportion. We look upon it as a peculiar luirdship, that when the repre- ^r** 
sentative body of this province hadpr^ared and sent forward, a decent retnon- \ 
strance against these proceedings, while they were depending in the house oT > 
commons, IT FAILED OF ADMITTANCE THERE. And this we esteem 
the most extraordinary, inasmuch as, being unrepresented, it was the only 
method whereby they could make known their objections to measures, in the 
event of which their constituents were to be so deeply interested. 

Moreover this act, if carried into execution, will become a further grievance 
to us, as it will afford a precedent for the parliament to tax us, in all future 
time, and in all such ways and measures as they shall judge meet, without our^ 
consent. -^ 

We therefore think it our indispensable duty, injustice to ourselves and pos- 
terity, as it is our undoubted privilege, in the most open and unreserved, but 
deceni and respectful terms, to declare our greatest dissatisfaction with the 
law ; and w^ think it incumlsent on you by no means to join in any public 
measures £6r countenancing and assisting in the execution of the same ; but to 
use your best endeavours in the general assembly, to have the inherent unalien- 

16 
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able riglrts of the people of this province, asserted and vindicated, and l^K 
upon the public records, that posterity may never have reason to charge the 
present times with the ^iit of tamely giving them away. 

It affords us the greatest satisfaction to hear that the coi^ress proposed by 
the house of i^epresentatives of this province, is consented to by the representa- 
tives of most ot the other colonics on tiie continent. We have the warmest ex- 
pectations from the united councils of that very respectable committee : And 
we may with the strictest propriety enjoin upon Jur. Otis, a member of the 
Hame, being also one of the representatives ol this town, to contribute the ut- 
most of his ability, in having the rights of the colonies stated in the clearest 
view, and laid bctore the parliament ; and in preparing a humble petition to 
the Kino, our Sovereign and Father, under whose gracious care and pix)tec- 
tion we have the strongest reason to hope, that the rights of the colonies in 
(>:cneral, and the particular charter- rights of this province, will be confirmed 
find perpetuated. 

" The jN'evv-Eii^laiicl colonies, New Hampshire excepted, readily 
embraced this first advance towards a continental union- South 
i^arolina was the next which adopted the plan in tlie colonies to the 
.southward of New- York. This, probably, had a considerable influ- 
ence in rccotnniending it <o tlie other southern colonies, which were 
not united in their opinions respecting its propriety. 

" At tlu? time apjx)inted, twenty-eidit deputies, fix)m Massachusetts, 
Rhode-island, Connecticut, New- York, New^- Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delawai-e, Maryland and South Carohna, met at New- York. 
Nevy-Hampsliii'e excused itself for not sending their deputies to con- 
gress, on the accomit of the peculiar situation of the affairs of that 
coveniment. The assemblies of Virginia, North CaroJ^a&...and 
Georgia, were prevented, by their governors, from sending. |^,dpputa- 
tion. After mature deliberation, the congress agreed upon a de- 
ilaration of the rights, and a statement of giievances of the colonies. 
In tlie strongest tenns, it asserted the exemption of the colonists fiom 
all taxes, not imposed by their own representatives. It united ia 
presenting a petition to the king, a memorial to the house of lords, and 
a petition to the house of commons. The colonies which were un- 
represented highly approved the pioceedings of congress, and for- 
warded petitions similar to those wliich it had adopted.^' 

Declaration of Rights and Grievances by the first American Congress, 

. " The members of this congress, sincerely devoted with the warmest sen- 
timents of affection and duty, to his majesty's person and government, invio- 
lably attached to the present happy establishment of the protestant succession, 
and with minds deepfy impressed by a sense of the present and impending 
misfortunes of the British colonies on this continent ; havin^^ considered, as 
maturely as time will permit, the circumstances of the said colonies, esteemit 
our indispensable duty to make the following declarations of our humble opin- 
ion, respecting the most essential rights and liberties of the colonists, and of 
the grievances under which they labour, by reason of several late acts of Par- 
liament. 

I. That his majesty's subjects in these colonies, owe the same allegiance to 
the crown of Great Britain, that is owing from his subjects bom within tht 
realm, and all due subordination to that august body, the Parliament of Great 
Britain. 
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XI. That his majesty's liege subjects In these colonies, are entitled to all 
the inherent rkfats aad liberties of his natural bom subjects, within &e king- 
dom of Great Britain. 

IH. That it is inseparably essential to the freedom of a people, and the 
undoubted right of Englishmen, that no taxes be imposed on them, but with 
their own consent, given personally, or by their representatives. 

IV. That the people of these colonies are not, and, from their local circum- 
stances, cannot be represented in the House of Comocions of Great Britain. 

V. That the only representatives of these colonies are persons chosen thereip 
by themselves, and that no taxes ever have been, or can be constitutionally 
imposed upon them, but by their respective l^islatures. 

VI. That all supplies to the crown being free gifts from the people, it is 
unreasonable, and mconsistent with thejirinciples and spirit of the British con- 
stitution, for the people of Great Britam to grant to his majesty the property 
of the colonists. 

VII. That trial by jury is the inherent and invaluable right of eveiy Britisli 
subject in these colonies. 

V III. That the late act of Parliament, entitled " an act for granting and 
applying certain stamp duties, and other duties, in the British colonies and 
plantations in America," &c. by imposing taxes on the inhabitants of these 
colonies ; and the said act, and several other acts, by extending the jurisdiction 
of the courts of admiralty beyond its ancient limits, have a manifest tendency 
to subvert the rights and libei^iesof the colonists. 

IX. That the duties imposed by several late acts of Parliament, from the 
peculiar circumstances of these colonies, will be extremely burdensome and 
grievous ; and from the scarcity of specie, the payment of them absolutel}" 
impracticable. 

X. That as the profits of the trade of these colonies ultimately centre in 
Great Britain, to pay for the manufactures which they are obliged to take 
from thence, they eventually contribute veiy largely to all supplies granted to 
the crown. 

XI. That the restrictions imposed by several late acts of Parliament on the 
trade of these colonies, will render thein unable to purchase the manufactures 
of Great Britain. 

XII. That the increase, prosperity, and happiness of these colonies depend 
en the full and free enjoyment of their rights and liberties, and an intercourse 
with Great Britain mutually affectionate and advants^eoiis. 

XHI. That it is thejfjgbt of the British subjects in these colonies to petition 
the kir^, or either houseT^ Parliament. 

XIV. That it is the indispensable duty of these colonies, to the best of 
sovereigns, to the mother country, and to themselves to endeavour, by a loyal 
and dutiful address to his majesty, and humble applications to both bouses of 
Parliament, to procure the repeal of the act for granting and applying^ certain 
stamp duties, of all clauses of any other acts of Parliament, whereby the juris- 
diction of the admiralty is extended, as aforesaid, and of the other lai^e acts for 
the restriction of American commerce." 

. / 

Petition to the British hoiise of commons, Cffr^ed to by tfie first American conr 

^«w, Octcijsr, 23, 17G5. 
'^ To the honorable the knights, citizens, and burgesses of Great Britain, in 

parliament assembled : 
The petition of his majestjr's dutiful and loyal subjects, the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the colonies of the Mas§achusetts-bay, ilhode-Island an4 
Providence Plantations, , , New- Jersey, Pennsylvania, the 

fovernment of the counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, upon Delaware, 
laryland. 
Most humbly sheweth, — That the several late acts of parliament, imposing 
.4tyere duties and taxes pn the colonies, and laying the trade and commerce 



124 PERIOD OF THE STAMP ACT. 

tliercof under very burdensome restrictions, but above all the act tor grantinr* 
and applying certain stamp duties, ^'c- in America, have filled them with tne 
deepest concern and surprize ; and tbey humbly conceive the ezecutioD of 
tbcm will be attended with consequences very injurious to the commeicial 
interest of Great Britain, and her colonies, and must terminate in the eTentual 
ruin of the latter. 

Your petitionei-s therefore most ardently implore the attention of the honor- 
able house, to the united aitd dutiful representation of their circumstances, and 
to their eai-nest i>upplications for relief, from those regulations which have 
already involved this continent in anxiety, confusion and distress. 

We most sincerely recognize our allegiance to the crown, and acknowledge 
all due subordination to the parliament of Great Britain, and shall always re- 
tain the most grateful sense of their assistance and protection* It is firom «iid 
under the English constitution, we derive all our civil and religious rights and 
liberties : we glory in being subjects of the best of kii^s, and havir^ been 
bom under the most perfect form of government : but it is with most Ineffable 
and humiliating sorrow, that we find ourselves, otlate, deprived of the right of 
granting our own property for his majesty's service, to which our lives and 
fortunes are entirely devoted, and to which, on his royal requisitions^ we have 
ever been ready to contribute to the utmost of our abilities. 

We have also the misfortune to find, that all the penalties and forfeitures 
mentioned in the stamp-act, and in divers late acts of trade extending to the 
plantations, are, at the election of the informer, recoverable in any court of 
admiralty in America. This, as the newly erected court of admiralty has 
a general jurisdictitm over all British America, renders his msgesty's subjects 
in these colonies, liable to be carried, at an immense ezpence, froai one end 
of the continent to the other. 

It gives us also great pain to see a manifest distinction made therein, be- 
tween the subjects of our mbther country, and those in the colonies, in that the 
like penalties and forfeitures recoverable there only in his majes^'s court of 
record, are made cognizable here by a court of admiralty : by these means we 
seem to be, in effech unhappily deprived of two privileges essential to fi«e- 
dom, and which all Englishmen have ever considered a^ their best birthrights, 
that of being free from all taxes but such as they have consented to in person, or 
by their representatives, and of trial by their peers. 

Your petitioners further shew, that the remote situation, and other circum- 
stances of the colonies, render it impracticable that they should be represented, 
but in their respective subordinate legislatures ; and they humbly conceive, 
that the parliament, adhering strictly to the principles of the constitution, have 
never hitherto taxed any but those who were actually therein represented; for 
this reason, we humbly apprehend, they never have taxed Ireland^ or any other 
of the subjects without the realm. 

But were it ever so clear, that the colonies might in law be reasonably 
deemed to be represented in the honourable house of commons, yet we conceire, 
that very good reasons, from inconvenience, from the principles of true 
policj, and from the spirit of the British constitution, may be adduced to shew, 
k ^l ^i^ ^® ^^^^ ^^^ ^^* interest of Great Britain, as well as her colonies, 
that the late regulations should be rescinded, and the several acts of paiiia- 
ment imposing duties an<l taxes on the colonies, and extending the jurisdictioq 
ot the courts of admiralty here beyond their ancient limits, should bej»- 
pealed. '^ 

We shall not attempt a minute detail of all the reasons which the wisdom of 
the honourable house may suggest on this occasion, but would humbly submit 
the following particulars to their consideration : 

That money is already become very scarce in these colonies, and is still de- 
creasing by the necessary exportation of specie from the continent, for the 
discharge of our debts to British merchants. 

That an immensely heavy debt is yet due from the colonies for British raana- 
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^BLCtures, aod that tbey are stiU heavily burdened with taxes to disebaige the 
arrearages due for aids granted by them in the late war. 

That the balance of trade will ever be much against the colonies, and in 
favour of Great Britain, whilst we consume ber manufactures, the demand for 
which must ever increase in proportion to the number of inhabitants settled 
here, with the means of purchasing them. We therefore humbly conceive it 
to be the interest of Great Britain, to increase, rather than diminish, those 
means, as the profits of all the trade of the colonies ultimately centre there to 
pay for her manufactures, as we are not allowed to purchase elsewhere ; and 
by the consumotion of which, at the advanced prices the British taxes oblige 
the makers ana venders to set on them, we eventually contribute veiy iaigely 
to the revenue of the crown. 

That from the nature of American business, the multiplicity of suits and 
papers used in matters of small value, in a country where freeholds are so mi- 
nutely divided, and property so frequently transferred, a stamp duty must ever 
be very burdensome and unequal. 

That it is extremely improbable that the honourable house of commons 
should, at all times, be thoroughl}r acquainted with our condition, and all facts 
requisite to a just and equal taxation of the colonies. 

it is also humbly submitted, whether there be not a material distinction in 
leason and sound policy, at least, between the necessary exercise of parlia- 
mentary jurisdiction in general acts, for the amendment of the common law, 
and the regulation of trade and commerce through the whole empire, and the 
exercise oi that jurisdiction, by imposing taxes on the colonies. 

That the several subordinate provincial legislatures have been moulded into 
forms, as nearly resembling that of their mother country, as by his majesty's 
Toyal predecessors was thought convenient ; and their legislatures seem to 
have been wisely and graciously established, that the subjects in the colonies 
mi^ht, under the due administration thereof, enjoy the happy fruits of the 
British government, which in their present circumstances they cannot be so 
fully and clearly availed of, any other way : under these forms of government 
-we and our ancestors have been born or settled, and have had our lives, liber- 
ties and properties protected. The people here, as eveiy where else, retain 
a great fondness for their old customs and usages, and we trust that his majes- 
ty s service, and the interest of the nation, so Tar from being obstructed, have 
been vastly promoted by the provincial legislatures. 

That we esteem our connexions with, and dependence on Great Britain, as 
one of our greatest blessings, and apprehend the latter will appear to be suffi- 
ciently secure, when it is considered, that the inhabitants in the colonies have 
the most unbounded affection for his majesty's person, family and government, 
as well as fpr the mother country, and that their subordination to the parlia- 
ment, is universally acknowledged. 

We, tberefor3, most humbly entreat, that the honourable house wooWbe 
pleased, to hear our counsel in support of this petition, and take our distressed \ 
and deplorable case into theur serious consideration, and that the acts and ^ 
clauses of acts, so grievously restraining our trade and commerce, imposing 
duties and taxes on our property, and extending the jurisdiction of the court 
of admiralty beyond its ancient limits, ^ay be repealed^ or that the hon- 
ourable house would otherwise relieve your petHibners, as in your great wis- _) 
dom and goodness shall seem meet. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray, ' ' 

*^ As the first of November, the time when the stamp-act was to 
commence its operatioft, approached, every art was used to prevent 
it, and to render the act odious ami contemptible among the people. 
Ten boxes of stamped paper, sent for the use of Connecticut, wen* 
seized by the populace at New- York, and burned. The masters of 
shipi? who brought over the staniped papers, unless defended by some 
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man of war, were obliged either to depart with tlicii* executed 
cargoes, or to deliver them into the hands of the enraged people, to 
«ive themselves from insult and violence. When the snip winch 
brought the stamped papers to Philadel{3liia, made her appearance ' 
round Gloucester Point, all the vessels in the harbour hung their 
colours in mourning, half-mast high. The bells of the town were 
rung muffled until the evening, and every countenance wore the 
appearance of deep mourning. 

At Boston, and other places, the fu'st of November was ushered 
in by the shutting up of shops and stores, and by a fimeral tolling of 
die bolls. The effigies of tlie planners and abettors of the stamp-act 
were can-ied in procession through the public streets in public con- 
tempt, and were then torn in pieces ana committed to the flames. 

'J. Ii(» gcn(;ral abhorrence of the stamp-act was demonstrated in 
wniilar, and in a great variety of ways, in different towns and citi^ 
Th(» pnx'-ecdincs were generally conducted with great decorum. 
Tiioy had not their origin in tlie lowest of the people, but were plan- 
ned by men of character and general influence. Knowing how 
much mori^ the great body of die people are led by their senses, 
than their reason, tlicy excited and countenanced these public exhi- 
bitions with a \dew of making the stamp-act, and all its contrivers 
and suppoilcTs, as contemptible and odious as possible." 

At a meeting of the lawyers, at the Supreme Court, held at Perth 
Amboy. on the ;20th of Se|:)teml)er, 1 765, like true bom sons of liber- 
ty, and lovei-s of their countiTi the Chief Justice having proposed the 
followmg queries^ agreed, and came into the undemientioned resolves^ 
which will always redound to their honour : — 

First — Whether, if the stamps should arrive, and be placed at the city of 
Burlington, by, or after, the first of November, they would, as practitioners^ 
agree to purchase them, or any of them, for the necessary proceedings in the 
law? 

Resolved, By the whole body, nem. con. they would not ; but rather suflTer 
their private interest, to give way to the public good, protestiitt^, at the same 
time, against all indecent or riotous behaviour, which they will discountenance 
by eveiy means in their power, to preserve order, and by an absolute refusal 
to make use of the stamps, and other quiet methods, endeavour to obtain a 
repla! of the law. 

Second — Whether it was their opinion, that, should the act take place, the 
dutiesxould possibly be paid in gold and silver ? 

Answered, Tby the whole body, — It could not be paid in gold and silver, even 
for one year. , 

Third, — Their opinion was desired, whether, as the act required, the gov- 
ernor and chief justice to superintend the distributor, he should be obliged tp 
take charge of the distribution of the stamps by order and appointment of the 
governor, if he should think proper to fix upon him for that office ? 

Answered and advised, not to take it upon him, the governor not beii^ im- 
powered by the act to appoint, or if he was, it was left at the chief justice'? 
option, and that it would be incompatible with his office as chief justice. 

We hear the Speaker of the New-Jersey Assembly has written to all the 
members to meet at Princeton, to appoint some of their body to go to the con- 
!3 g at New- York.* 
"■ ^Maryland Gazette, Oct. JO, 1765. ^ 
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*' In the mean time the principal merchants in the colonies, with 
great numbers of the people, entered into solemn engagements to 
import no more goods from Great Britain mitil the stam]^-act should 
be repealed." 

We here insert the agreement of the New-England and Phila- 
delphia Merchants. 

Resolutions entered into by the merchants of New-York^ trading to Great 

Britain, October 31, 1765. 

I. That in all orders they send to Great Britain, for goods of any nature, 
kind, or quality whatsoever, they will direct their correspondents not to ship 
them, unless thestan)p-actJ)ejreP£alfid. It is, nevertheless, agreed, that all 
such merchants as'are'owners of, and have vessels already gone, or now 
cleared out for Great Britain, shall be at liberty to bring bacK in them, on 
their own account, crates and casks of earthen ware, grindstones, pipes, and 
such other bulky articles as owners usually fill up their vessels with. 

II. It is further unanimously agreed, that all orders already sent home, 
shall be countermanded by the very first conveyance, and the goods thereby 
ordered not to be sent, unless upon the condition mentioned in the foregoing 
resolution. 

III. It is further unanimously agreed, that no merchant will vend any 
goods sent on commission from Greit Britain, that shall be shipped from 
thence after the first day of January next, unless upon the condition mentioned 
in the first resolution. 

IV. It is further unanimously agreed, that the foreeoing resolutions shall be 
binding, until the same shall be abrogated at a general meeting, to be held for 

' that purpose. 

Agreements and resolutions entered info, by the merchants and traders of 

Philadelphia, JVov. 7, 1765. 

The merchants and traders of the city of Philadelphia, taking into their 
consideration the melancholy state of the North American commerce in 
eeneral, and the distressed situation of the province of Pennsylvania in partic- 
Tar, do unanimously ajS^ree, 

That the many difficulties they now labour under as a trading people, are 
owing to the restrictions, prohibitions, and ill-advised regulations, made in the 
several acts of the parliament of Great Britain, lately passed, to regulate the 
colonies ; which have limited the exportation of some part ol our country pro- 
duce, increased the cost and expense of many articles of our importation, and 
cut off from us all means of supplying ourselves with specie enough even to 
pay the duties imposed on us, much less to serve as a medium of our trade. ^ 

That this province is heavily in debt to Great Britain for the manufactures,! 
and other importations, from thence, which the produce of our lands has been! 
found uneaual to pay for, when a free exportation of it to the best markets was! 
allowed of, and such trades open as supplied us with cash, and other articles! 
of immediate remittance to Great Britain. -4 

That the late unconstitutional law, the stamp*act, if carried into execution 
in this province, will further tend to prevent our making those remittances to 
Great Britain, for payment of old debts, or purchase of more goods, which the 
faith subsisting between the individuals trading with each other requires ; and 
therefore in justice to ourselves, to the traders of Great Britain, who usually 
give us credit, and to the consumers of British manufactures in this province, 
the subscribers hereto, have voluntarily and unanimously come into the follow- 
ing resolutions and agreements, in hopes that their example will stimulate the 
good people of this province to be frugal in their use and consumption of all 
uianufactures, excepting those of America, and lawful goods coming directly 
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firom Ireland, manufactured there, whilst the necessities of our cmiDtiy at« 
such as to require it ; and in hopes that their brethren, the merchants and 
manufacturers of Great Britain, will find their own interest so intimately con- 
nected with ours, that they will be spurred on to befriend us from that motire, 
if no other should take place. 

I. It is unanimously resoWed and agreed, that in all orders, any of the sub- 
scribers to this paper may send to Great Britain for goods, they shall and will 
'"^direct their correspondents not to ship them until the stamp-act is repealed. 

I[. That all those among the subscribers, that have already sent oiders to 
Great Britain for goods, shall and will immedietely countermand the same, 
until the stamp-act is repealed : except such merchants as are owners of ires- 
sels alreadjr gone, or now cleared out for Great Britain, who are at liberty to 
bring back in them, on their own account, coals, casks of earthen ware, grud- 
slones, pipes, iron pots, emp^ bottles, and such other bulky articles as owners 
usually fill up their vessels with ; but no dry goods of any kind ; excsept suck 
kinds of dye-stuSs and utensils necessary for canyii^ oo mamuacUires, [as] 
ma^ be ordered by any person. 

Til. That none of the subscribers hereto shall or will vend aay goods or 
merchandizes whatever, that shall be shipped them on commission froai Chneat 
Britain, after the first of January next, unless the stamp-act be repealed. 

IV. That these resolves and agreements shall be binding on all and each of 
us the subscribers, who do hereby, each and every person for himself, upon 
his word of honour agree, that he will strictly and mrmly adhere to and abide 
by every article, from this time until the first of May next, when a meeting of 
the subscribers shall be called, to consider whether a further coBtiauance of 
this obligation be then necessary. 

V. Ii.is agreed, that if ^oocu of any kind do arrive from Great Britain, at 
such time, and under such circumstances, as to render any signer of these aj^ree- > 
ments susi>ected of having broken his promise, the committee now appoioted 
shall enquire into the premises, and if such suspected person refuses, or can- 
not give them satisfaction, the subscribers hereto will unanimously take all 
prudent measures to discountenance and prevent the sale of such goods, until 
they are released from this agreement by mutual and general consent. 

Agreement of the retailers of the city of Philadelphia, ^ov. 14, 1765. 

We, the retailers of the city of Philadelphia, do hereby voluntarily and unan- 
imouslr promise and oblige all and each of us, upon our word of honour, 
not to buy any goods, wares, or merchandizes, of aiiy vendue-master, or other 
person or persons whatsoever, that shall be shipped from Great Britain, after 
the first day of January next, unless that unconstitutional law, the stamp-act, 
shall be repealed. 

" As far as might be to remedy this inconvenience the colonists oi- 
couraged their own domestic manufactures. Large quantities of 
coarse and common cloths were soon brought to marfcet, and though 
dearer, and of an inferior Quality to those imported from Great Bnt- 
ain, yet they were cheertullypurchased, in preference to similar 
articles of h(»r manufacture. To encourage and i-ender domestic 
manufacture^ fashionable, men of chief character and influence were 
the first to appear in them, on the most public occasions. To in- 
crease the breed of sheep and the quantity of wool, resolutions were 
fanned against the killing and eating of lambs. Foreign elegancies 
tfers generally laid aside by both sexes. The fair daughters of 
. Awff^^^ imbibed the same spirit with her sons, and w^ere not less 
egDompIary in various instances of self-denial. They cheerfully 
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idTusedthemost pleasing articles for decorating their persons, and 
of luxury for their tables* The restiictions, wliich the colonists had 
so voluntarily imposed on themselves, were observed with such 
punctuality, as happily answered their design. Multitudes of the 
manufacturers in England were so distressed, and the merchants so 
alarmed, that they joined with the colonies in petitioning for a repeal 
of the act which had given so much alarm and trouble. 

Another association was also formed by the " sons of liberty,''^ as 
iliey were called, in which, after the most solemn appeal to Almighty 
God, that they bore true allegiance to liis majesty. King George the 
Third, and were most zealously attaclied to his royal person and 
family, and most cheerfully submitted to his giovenunent, according 
to the known and just principles of the British CoNfiTiTtTioN, and 
declaring that the staiyip-act " deprived them of the most invaluablcT^ 
part of me British constitution, viz. tlie trial by juries, and the most i 
just mode of taxation in the world, that is, of taxing tliemselves," ) 
they resolved and determined, '' to march with the utmost dispatch, 
at their own proper cost and expense, on the first notice, with their 
whole force, to the relief of tliose that shall be in danger from the 
stamp-act, or its promoters and abettoi-s, or any thing relative to it, 
mi account of any thing that may have been done in opposition to its 
obtaining." This association had its origin in New- York and Con- 
necticut, and was ulthnateiy signed by such numbers in tliose colo- 
nies and in New-England genemlly, that, had . not the stamp-act 
been repealed, civil war must have been the immediate consequence. 

" At a general meeting of the Delegates of the SoTisqf Liberty, from a 
i^reat majority of the towns in the colony of Connecticut, notden at 
Hartford,the25thday of March, 1766. ' 

The Sons of Liberty convene, at tliis time, animated with an 
ardent love of their country, the devest and most affectionate sense 
of duty and loyaty to their rightiul sovereign, King George the 
Third, and with the greatest esteem of, and respect for, tlie constitu- 
tion and authority of Great Britain, esteem it a proper expression of 
their duty, on this occasion, to declare their respectfiil approbation 
of, and hearty acquiescence and concurrence with, the loyal, pru- 
dent, virtuous and spirited declarations and resolves of the honoura- 
ble representatives of this colony, at their session in October last, 
relative to the unconstitutional nature and destructive tendency of 
the late American stamp-act, and expresave of their loyalty ta their 
said rightiul sovereign, and of all tlie principles and sentiments therein 
contained. 

They also declare the same hearty approbation of the noble and 
generous exertion of that spirit of heaven-born liberty which has dis- 
played itself among our neighbouring American colonies, as has 
appeared by the same kind of declarations and resolves of their 
several representative bodies, and tlie Sons of Liberty of snid colonies 
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discovered in a variety of ways not inconsistent with the principles 
of duty and loyalty. And do "further declare their hearty de^re to 
keep lip Jind niaintain a most friendly correspondence with the loyal 
Sons of Liberty in our neighbouring colonies, for the purpose of per- 
petuating; the union and harmony so happily established, and to 
niaintain the common liberty which we and tfiey, by the providence 
of God and the constitution of Great Britain, have a right to enjoy. 
And that Col. Israel Putnam, Maj. John Durkee, Capt. Hugh 
Ledlie, Messi*s. Thaddeus Bun\ Jonathan Sturges, Samuel Brsd- 
fcv. Jun. John Brooks, and Le Grand Cannon, are appointed acom- 
nuttee for the aforesaid." 

*• While the colonists were engaged in these transactions, an event 
most favourable for them, providentially took place in Great Britain. 
Mr. Grenville and his party, u|X)n a ditference respecting the regency- 
bill, as it was termed, had thrown themselves out of place. July 
10th, the Marquis of Rockingham was placed at the head of the 
ireasurv. and tne Duke of Grafton and General Conway were ap- 
pointed secretaries of state. The minister and his frienas, though 
advocates for the legislative authority of Great Britain over the col- 
onies in all cases whatsoever, yet were for the repeal of the stamp- 
act, on the principle of its inexpediency. The merchants and man- 
ufacturers in England were alamied, complaints were every where 
hoard of the decay of commerce, and petitions were prepared in the 




shew, in some degree, the effect of the stamp-act m England : — 



*• By a vessel in a short passage from Bristol, we hear that there has been a 
jrrcat uneasiness among the people, and all England is at length in commotioD. 
Near 40,000 weavers, glove-makers, and other manufacturers, appeared in 
Ihe city of London with black flags, and surrounded even the royal i^Jace and 
Parliament-House ; that some unpopular noblemen had been insulted in their 
chariots, one of whom hardly escaped with life, and some houses had been 
almost levelled to the ground ; that multitudes of manufacturers were almost 
wholly out of employ, occasioned, as it is thought, by some late regulations, 
which have rendered tlie colonies unable to take oft' the usual quantity of their 
manufactures ; that the Norwich weavers, who, a year or two past, supplied 
America with vast quantities of goods, were also mustering, and expected in 
the city ; that an alteration of men and measures would soon take place. The 
Rt. Hon. Mr. Pitt, next to his majesty, the idol of the people in England and 
America, having been urged to reassume the helm, had opened a door of hope 
fo the real friends of liberty and their country." 

" In this state of affairs the important crisis, for which all parties 
had been preparing and were anxiously waiting, arrived. In Jan. 
1 766, the Parliament convened. The speech from the British throne 
recommended the affairs of America to it as the principal object of 
Its deliberations : the addresses of both houses represented them in 
the same important point of light. The petitions from America and 
the prmcipal towns in England, the state of botli countries, and the 
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magnitude of the cause depending, united their influence to rouse the 
attention, and to call into exertion all the faculties of the members 
upon this great occasion. Never had an affaur been debated, in the 
British Parliament, in which Great Britain and America were more 
deeply interested 5 nor, to the decision of which, all Europe looked 
wim more anxious expectations. No point was ever more ably 
and thoroughly debated. 

As the ministiy were for the repeal of the act in question, they 
urged every argument on the principle of inexpedience, as far as 
possible ; tney encouraged petitions from the great commercial and 
manufacturing towns, complain'mg of the declme of commerce and 
the distressed* condition of tne manufacturers. They countenanced 
the examination of Dr. Franklin at the bar of the House of CJom- 
mons, who gave extensive information respecting the affairs of Amer- 
ica, and the great impolicy of the stamp-act. This, it wasimaginedr 
contributed much to remove prejudices and to produce a dispoffltioR 
favourable to a repeal. 

Mr. Pitt came forward in the House of Commons with an origii> 
iility, energy and boldness of langua^ peculiar to himself, denied tli# 
right of Parliament to taj^ the Americans, and justified them in then: 
opposition." 

The speeches of Messi-s. Pitt and GrenviUe give the best view erf 
both sides of the great question now agitated, wmch can be furnished^ 
and is here inserted at length, as important in this part of our history* 

Mr. Pitt " commended the king's speech, approved of the address 
in answer, as it decided nothing, every gentleman being left at perfect 
liberty to take such a part concerning America, as he might after- 
wards see fit. One word only he could not approve of ; " ear/y" is 
a word that does not belong to the notice the ministry have ^ven to 
Parliament of the troubles in America. In a matter of such import- 
ance, the communication ought to have been immediate ; I speak ndt 
with respect to parties, I stand up in this place singly and unconnect- 
ed. As to the kte ministry, (tuminjg himself to Mr. Grenville,) 
every capital measure they have taken, has been entirely wrong. As 
to the present gentlemen, to those at least whom I have in my eyCj 
(looking at the bench where Mr. Conway sat, with the lords of the 
treasury,) I have no objection ; I have never been made a sacrifice 
by any of them. Their characters are fair ; and I am alwa3rs glad 
when men of fair character engage in his majesty's service. Some 
of them have done me the honour to ask my poor opinion, before they 
would engage. These will do me the justice to own, I advised them 
to engage ; but notwithstanding I love to be explicit, I cannot give 
them my confidence. Pardon me, gentlemen, (bowing to the min- 
istry^ confidence is a plant of slow growth in an aged bosom s youth 
is the season of credulity : by comparing events witli each other, 
reasoning from effects to causes, metlwiks I plainly discover the 
traces olan over*rgfing ^uence. 
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It is a long lime, Mr. Speaker, since I have attended in Parlia- 
ment. When the resolution was taken in the house to tax America, 
I was ill in bed. If I could have endured to have been carried in 
my bed, so great was the agitation of my rnind for the consequence^ 
I would have solicited some kitid hand, to have laid me down on this 
floor, to have borne my testimony against it. It is now an act that 
has jjassed : 1 would speak vvitli deccncj'^ of cveiy act of this house*, 
but J must beg the indulgence of the house to speak of it with 
freedom. 

1 hope a day may soon be appointed to consider the state of the 
nation with rcspoct to America. I hope gentlemen will come to this 
debate with all the temper and impartiality that his majesty recom- 
mends, and the importance of tne subject requires : a subject of 
greater importance tiian ever €;ngaged the attention of this house, 
that subiect only excepted, when, near a century ago, it was the 
question, whether you yourselves were to be bond or l'ree# 

In tiie mean time, as I cannot depend upon health for any future 
day, such is the nature of my infirmities, I will beg to say a few 
words at present, leaving the justice, the equity, the policy, the expe- 
diency of the act, to another time. I will only speak to one pomt, a 
point which seems not to have been generally understood — I mean the 
right. Some gentlemen (alluding to Mr. In ugent) seem to have con- 
sidered it as a point of honour. If gentlemen consider it in that light, 
they leave all measures of right and wrong, to follow a delusion fliat 
may lead to destruction. It is my opinion that tliis kingdom has no right 
to lay a tax upon the colonies, to dc sovereign and supreme in every 
circumstance of government and legislation whatsoever. They are 
the subjects of this kingdom, equally entitled with yourselves to all 
the natural rights of mankind^ and the peculiar pnvileges of Eng- 
lishmen. 

Equally bound by its laws, and equally participating of the con- 
stitution of this free country, the Americans are the sons, not the 
bastards of England. Taxation is no part of tlie governing or legis- 
lative power. The taxes are a voluntary gift and grant of the com- 
mons alone. In legislation the tliree estates of the realm are alike 
concerned ; but the concurrency of the peers and the crown to a tax* 
is only necessaiy to close with the form of a law. 

The gift and giant is of tlie commons alone. In ancient days, 
the crown, the barons, and the clergy, possessed the lands. In tliose 
days, the barons and the clergy gave and granted to the crown* 
They gave and granted what was their own. At present, since the 
discovery of America, and other circumstances permitting, the com- 
mons are bcicome the proprietors of the land. The crown has di- 
vested itself of its great estates. The church (God bless it) has but 
a pittance. The property of the lords, compared whh that of tli0 
commons, is as a drop of water in the ocean ; and this house rep- 
resents these commons, the proprietors of the lands ; and those pror 
prietors virtually represent the rest of the inliabitants. 
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When, therefore, in this house we give and grant, we give and 
grant what is our own. But in an American tax, what do we do4 
VVe, your majesty's commons of Great Britain, give and grant to 
your majesty, what ? our own property ? — No, \ye give and grant to 
your majesty the property of the commons of America, it is an . 
absurdity in terms. 

The distinction between legislation and taxation is essentially ne- 
cessary to liberty. The crown, the peers, are equally legislative 
l^owers with the commons. If taxation be a part of simple legisla- 
tion, the crown, the peers, have rights in taxation as well as your- 
selves ; rights they will claim, which they will exercise, whenever 
tiie principle can be supported by power. 

There is an idea in some, thai the colonies are virtually represent- 
ed in this house. I would fain know by whom an American is 
represented here ? Is he represented by any knight of the shire, in 
any county in this kuigdom ? Would to God that respectable rep- 
resentation was augmented to a greater number. Or will you tell 
him tliat he is represented by any representative of a borough, — a 
borough which, perhaps, no man ever saw ? That is what is called 
the rotten part of the constitution. It cannot continue a century. If 
it does not drop it must be amputated. The idea of a virtual repre- 
sentation of America in this house, is the most contemptible idea that 
ever entered into the head of man. — It does not deserve a serious 
consideration. 

The commons of America, represented in their several assemblies, 
have ever been in possession of the exercise of this, their constitution- 
al right, of giving and granting their own money. They would have 
been slaves if they had not enjoyed it. At the «ame time, this king- 
dom, as the supreme, governing and legislative power, has always 
bound the colonies by her laws, by her regulations, and restrictions 
in trade, in navigation, in manufactures, in evcr}^ tiling, except that 
of taking their money out of their pockets without their consent. 
Here I would draw the Une, 

Quant ultra citraque nequit consisterc rcctuvi^'^ 

" Mr. Grenville^s Speech on the Taxation of America. 

He began with censuring the ministry very severely, for delaymg 
to give earlier notice to parliament of the disturbances in America. 
He said they began in July, and now we are in the middle of Jan- 
uary ; lately they were only occunences ; they are now grown to 
disturbances, to tumults, and riots. I doubt tliey border on open 
rebeUion ; and if the doctrine I have heard this day be confirmed, ] 
fear they will lose that iiame, to take that of a revolution. The gov- 
ernment over them being dissolved, a revolution will take place in 
America. I cannot understand the difference between external and 
internal taxes. They are the same in effect, and differ only in 
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tiame. That this kingdom has the sovereign, the supreme legislative 
power over America, is granted* It cannot he denied ; and taxation 
IS a part of that ^vereign power. It is one branch of the legislation* 
It is, it has been exercised, over those who are not, who were never 
represented. It is exercised over the India Company, the mer- 
chants of London, and the proprictoi-s of the stocks, and over great 
manufacturing towns. It was exercised over the county palatine of 
Chester, and the bishoprick of Durham, before they sent any repre- 
sentatives to parliament. I appeal for proof to the preambles of the 
ucts which gave them representatives ; one in the reign of Henry 
VIII. the other in that of Charles II. [He tlicn quoted the acts, and 
desired they might be read ; which being done, he said :] Wlien 1 
proposed to tax America, I asked the house, if any gentleman would 
object to the right ; I repeatedly asked it, and no man would attempt 
to deny it. Protection and obedience are reciprocal. Greai Britain 
protects America, America is bound to }ield onediencc. If not, tell 
me when the Americans were emancipated ? Wlien they want the 
protection of this kingdom, they are always very ready to ask it. 
That protection has always been afforded them in the most full and 
ample manner. The nation has rim itself into an immense debt to 
give tliem this protection ; and now they arc called upon to contri- 
bute a small share towards the public expense, an expense arising 
from themselves, they renounce your authority, insult your officers, 
and breakout, I might almost say, in open rebellion. 

The seditious spirit of the colonies owes its birth to factions in tliis 
liouse. Gentlemen are careless of the consequences of what they 
Sav, provided it answers thepuiposes of opposition. 

\Ve were told we trod on tender ground ; we were bid to expect 
disobedience. What was tliis, but telling the Americans to stand 
out against the law, to encourage their obstinacy with expectation 
of support from hence ? let us only hold out a little, they would say, 
our friends' will Soon be in power. Ungrateful people of America ! 
bounties have been extended to them. When I had the honour of 
ser^^ng the crown, while you j^ourselves were loaded with an enor- 
mous debt, you have giveii bounties on their lumber, on their iron, 
tlieir hemp, and many other articles. You have relaxed, in their 
favour, the act of navigation, that palladium of British commetce ; 
and yet I have been abused in all the public papers as an enemy to 
the trade of America. I have been particularly charged with gi\ing 
orders and instructions to prevent the Spanisn trade, and tfercby 
stopping tlie channel by which alone Noilh America used to be sup- 
plied with cash for remittances for tliis country. I defy any man te 
l)roduce any such ordcns or instructions. I discouraged no trade but 
what was illicit, what was prohibited by act of parliament. I desire 
a West India merchant, well known in this city, (Mr. Long.) a gen- 
tleman of character, may be admitted. He will tell you, that I 
offered to do every tiling in my power to ath auce the trade of Amer- 
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^a. I was above giving an answer to %nonymou9 celmnBies ; but 
ill this place, it becomes me to wipe off the aspersion," 

Mr. Ktt in reply said, " I do not apprehend I am speaking twice ; 
I did expressly reserve a part of my subject, in order to save the 
time of tnis house ; but I am compelled to proceed in it. I do not 

;ak twice ; I only mean to finish what I designedly left imperfect, 
iut if the house is of a different opinion, far be it from me to mdulge 
a wish of transgression against order." Here he paused, the house 
resoimding with, go on, go on—he proceeded : _.^ 

"Gentlemen, sir, (to the speaker) I have been charged with giving 
birth to Uie sedition in America. They have spoken their senti- 
ments with freedom agauist this unhappy act, and that freedom has 
become their crime. Sorry I am to hear the liberty of speech in this 
house, imputed as a crime. But the imputation shall not discoiu-age 
nie. It is a liberty I mean to exercise. 

No gentleman ought to be afraid to exercise it — ^it is a liberty by 
which the gentleman who calumniates it might have profited, by 
which he oueht to have profited. He ought to have desisted from his 
project. The gentleman tells us America is obstinate ; America is 
almost in open rebellion. / rejoice that America has resisted. 
Three millions of people, so dead to all feeUncs of liberty as volunta- 
rily to submit to be slaves, would have been fit instruments to make 
slaves of the rest. I come not here armed at all points, with law 
cases and acts of parliament, with the statute book doubled down in 
dogs'-ears, to defend the cause of liberty : if I had, I myself would 
have cited the two cases of Chester and Durham : I woula have cited 
them, to have shewn that even under the most arbitrary reigns, par- 
liaments were ashamed of taxing people without their consent, and 
allowed them representatives. Why did the gentleman confine 
himself to Chester and Durham ? He might have taken a liigher 
example in WcJes; Wales, that never was taxed by paiHament till 
it was incorporated. I would not debate a particular point of law 
with the gentleman : I know his abilities : I have been obliged by 
his diligent researches. But for the defence of liberty upon a general 
principle, upon a constitutional principle, it is a ground upon which I 
stand firm ; on which I dare meet any man. The gentleman telfe 
us of many who are taxed, and are not represented. The India 
Company, merchants, stock-'holders, manufacturers. Surely many of 
these are represented in other capacities, as owners of land, or as» 
fi-eemen of boroughs. It is a, misfortune that more are not actually 
represented. But they are all inhabitants, and, as such, are virtually 
represented. Many Have it in their option to be actually representedf. 
Tney have connections with those that elect, and th^ have influence 
over them. None of the ministers since the accession of King 
William, he said, thought or ever dreamed of robbing the colonies of^ 
their constitutional rights. That was reserved to mark the era of the 
{ate administration : not that there were wanting some, when I had 
the honour to serve his majesty, to propose to me to bum toy ^c^^^ 
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with an American stamp-act. With the enemy at their back, with 
our [jayonets at their breasts, in the day of their distress, perhaps thi; 
Americans would have submitted to the imposition ; but it would 
have been taking an ungenerous, an unjust advantage. The gen- 
tleman boasts of his bounties to America ! Are not these bounties 
intended finally for the benefit of tliis kingdon ? If they are not, he 
has misapplied the national treasures. I am no courtier of America, 
T stand up for this kingdom. I maintain that the parUamcnt has a 
right to bind, to restrain America. 

Our legislative power over tlie colonies is supreme. When it 
ceases to be sovereign and supreme, I would advise every gentleman 
to sell his lands, if he can, and embark for that countiy. Where two 
countries are connected together like England and her colonies, 
without being incorporated, the one must necessarily govern ; the 
grcatjcr must rule the less ; but so rule it, as not to contradict the 
fundamental principles that are common to both. If the gentleman 
does not understand the difference between external and internal 
taxes, I cannot help it ; but there is a plain distinction between taxes 
levied for the purposes of raising a revenue, and duties imposed for the 
regulation of trade, fiwr the acconimodation of the subject; although, 
in the consequences, some reveiiue might incidentally arise from the 
latter. The gentleman asks, when were the cx)lonies emancipated / 
But I desire to know, when were they made slaves ? but I dwell not 
upon words. When I had the honour of serving his majesty, I availed 
myself of the means of information which I derived fram my office. 
I speak therefore from knowledge. My materials were good. I 
was at pains to collect, to digest, to consider them ; and 1 will be 
bold to affirm, that the profits to Great Britain from the trade of the 
colonies, tlirough all its oranches, is two millions a year. This is the 
fund that carried you triumphantly through the last war. The estates 
that were rented at two thousand pounds a year, three scoi-e years 
ago, are at three thousand at present. Those estates sold then from 
fifteen to eighteen years purcliasc ; the same may be now sold for 

tliiily. , . , . 

\ ou owe tliis to America. This is the price that America pays 

you for her protection. And shall a miserable financier come with 
a boast, that he can fetch a pepper-corn into the exchequer, to the 
loss of a million to the nation ! I dare not say, how much higher 
these profits might be augmented. Omitting the immense increase 
of people, by natural population, in the nortliern colonies, and the mi- 
gration from every part of Europe, I am convinced the whole com- 
mercial system of America may be altered to advantage. You have 
proliibitecl where you ought to have encouraged ; you have encoura- 
ged where you ought to have prohibited. Improper restraints have 
men laid on the continent, in favour of the islands. You have but 
two nations to trade with in America. Would you had twenty :! 
Let acts of parliament in consequence of treaties remain, but let not 
an English minister become a custom-house officer for Spain, or for 
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anji'forcign power. Much is wrong,.much may be amended for the 
general ^Kxl of the whole. 

A gieat deal has been said without dbors of the power, of the 
strength of America. It is a topic that ought to be cautiously med- 
dled with. In a good cause, on a sound bottom, the force of thi^ 
country can ci-ush America to atoms. I know the valour of yow 
troops. I know the skill of your officers. There is not a company 
of foot that has served in America out of which you may not pick 
a man of sufficient knowledge and experience to make a govemour 
of a colony there. But on this ground, on tlie stamp-act, which so 
many here will think a crying injustice, I am one who will lift up 
my hands against it. 

In such a cause, your success would be hazardous. America, if 
she fell, would fall like the strong man ; she would embrace die pil- 
lars of the state, and pull down the constitution along with her. Is 
this .your boasted peace — ^not to sheathe the sword in its scabbaixi, 
but to sheathe it in the bowels of your countrymen ? Will you quar- 
rel with yourselves, now the whole house of Bourbon is united, 
against you, while France disturbs your fisheries in Newfoundland, 
embarrasses your slave trade to Afnca, and withholds fi*om your sub- 
jects in Canada their property stipulated by treaty ; while the ran- 
som for the Manillas is denied by Spain, and its gallant conqueror 
basely traduced into a mean plimderer ; a gentleman (Colonel Dra^^ 
per) whose noble and generous spirit would do honour to the proud- 
est grandee of the country ? The Americans have not acted in all 
things with prudence and temper; they have been wronged; they 
have been driven to madness, oy injustice. Will you punish them 
for the madness you have occasioned ? Rather let prudence and 
temper come first from this side. I will undertake for America that 
she will follow the example. There are two lines in a ballad of 
Prior's, of a man's behavioyr to his wife, so applicable to you and 
your colonies, that I cannot help repeating them : 

*' Be to her faults a little blind ; 
Be to her virtues very kind." 

Upon tlie whole, T will beg leave to tell the house what is really 
my opinion. It is, that the stamp-act be repealed absolutely, totall^ 
and immediately. That the reason for the repeal be assigned be- \ 
cause it was founded on an erroneous principle. At the same time, 1 
let the sovereign authority of this country over the colonies be assert- 1 
ed in as. strong terms as can be devised, and be made to extend to ! 
every point of legislation whatsoever ; that we may bind their trade, I 
connne their manufactures, and exercise every power whatsoever, ! 
except that of taldng their money out of their pockets without their i 
consent." 

" Lord Camden, in the House of Peers, on the same principle pf 
Mr. Pitt, vnth great learning and ability pleaded for the immediate; 
and total repeal of the act. The body who were for the repeal n 
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this principle, though not numerous, stood liigh in tlie estimation of 
the people, and in point of ability and influence were of great im- 
portance. 

Those who were opposed to the repeal insisted, with Mr. Grenvill^ 
on arguments drawn from the dignity of the nation, the* danger « 
giving way to the clamours of the Americans, and from the conse- 

?uences of it, which it was urged would weaken tlie authority of 
Wliament over the colonies. The old ground, the omnipotence of 
Parliament, its right to tax the colonies, their virtual representation 
in Parliament, the planting and defending them by the nurturing hand 
of the parent state, iJie expense of defending them and the reasona- 
bleness and justice of their bearing a part of the bui-den, necessarily 
arising from their own defence, was again travelled over with all the 
gi-ace and strength of which the speakers on that side of the question 
were masters. 

After the speakers on each side had tried all their strength ; dis- 
played the ricnes of their eloquence, and exhausted every argument, 
the stamp-act was finally repealed,* and a bill of indenmity passed 
for those who had opposed its operation. 

At the same time, the advocates for the high claims of the legisla- 
ture, were gratified with an act declaring that " the King and Parliar 
ment had, and of right ought to have, full power and authority to 
make laws and statutes of sutficient force to bind the colonies, and 
his majesty's subjects in them, m all cases whatsoever.^^ 

The colonists bad in almost every way resisted the stamp*act, 
entirely prevented its operation, and transacted their maritime and 
civil affaurs without stamps, directly in the face of law, and indc^ as 
though the law had either not required the use of them, or bad never 
existed. An act of indemnity was therefore no less necessary to 
prevent civil war, and preserve the peace of the empire, than the 
repeal of that obnoxious act which had occasioned such opposition^ 
and strong combinations against it. 

The repeal ofthe stamp-act was an occasion of exceeding great joy 
both in Great Britain ana America. No sooner was the event known 
in London, than the ships in the river Thames diiplayed their colours, 
and the houses in all parts of the city were illuminated. When the 
news reached America every countenance brightened with joy, and 
pious hearts warmed with gratitude. The churches resounded with 
thanksgivings, and the public rejoicings were great and universal. 
Non-importation resolutions were rescinded, the conunercial inter- 
course between the two countries recommenced, and the Americans 
imported more largely than they had ever done at any preceding 
period. Past ill-treatment and ill-humours were forgotton; ana 
though the principles on which the stamp-act was repeded, and the 

*Ifi the House of Commons, February 22 ; in the House of Peers, March 18 ; and oe 
the 19th hb BritiBh majestj passed Uie biil for the repealing of tiie AmericaD stan^-r 
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declaratory act, which preceded the repeal, had no favourable aspect 
on American liberty, yet the colonists manifested a spirit of most 
cordial reconciliation, and, in a great variety of ways, exhibited 
demonstrations of sincere acknowledgment and gratitude. 

The repeal of this obnoxious act, viewed in all its circumstances, 
connexions and consequences, was indeed a great and memorable 
event. It was exceedmgly happy for the colonies. It was, doubt* 
les^ t he iirst direct and pongipial step toward tlie American inde- 
gendency. It is not improbable, that it was the great event which 
prevented the loss of the hberties of all America. Had it not been 
repealed, civil war must have been the immediate consequence ; and 
had.tliii.arduous struggle between Great Britain and her colonies 
conimenced at tliis early period, there is great reason to imagine 
that the event would have been fatal with respect both to the ci\dl 
an? religious hberties of this country. Thje strong opposition against 
the repeal, and the numerous interests to which it was opposed, 
made the event the more remarkable. The Dukes of York and 
Cumberland, the Lords of the Bed-Chamber, the officers of the 
king^s household, most of the reverend bench of bishops, with their 
adherents in both houses, were for supporting the aet, at all adven- 
tures, and carrying fire and sword into America. The whole legion 
of pensioners, and all those who were looking for offices for them* 
selves or their friends, in consequence of tne revenue acts, were 
ranged on the same side of the question. 

The various circumstances, preparing the way for the repeal, were 
remarkable. ThoiJgh the stamp-act was passed in March, yet the 
time for it to take effect was postponed imtil the first day of Novem- 
ber. This gave tipae for the colonists to. consider their liberties and 
danger, to rouse the) people to an harmonious and umversial qpposi- 
'{^^ lb collect the general sense of the colonies, to petition and sudopt 
ajTproper measures for redress. Their union and fuinness in their 
opposition ; Mr. Grenville's taking such a part with respect to the 
regency-biU, as made his resignation a pomt of necessity, at this 
important conjuncture, the appointment of a ministry ultimately 
favourable to the repeal, the union of the merchants, and of the gre^k 
trading and manufacturing towns in England, in petitioning lor it, 
with the decided part which those great men, Lord Camden and 
Mr. Pitt, were pleased to take, were all necessary, and remarkably 
combined their mfliience to accomplish the event. The declaration 
of his British Majesty, when tlie ^lajKiuis, of Rockingham and Lord 
Shelbourne waited on him to knowliis pleasure respecting the repeal 
of the act, — that he had expressed his desire that tlite act might be 
enforced ; but if it could not be done peaceably, and Mdthout blood- 
shed, it was his sincere desire and intention that it should be totally 
repealed, had, doubtless, no small influence, in the House of Peers, 
towards ibe repeal. Had not the m'mistry been changed, or had any 
of these circumstancets been different from what they were, the repesl 
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TDight not have been cfTected* That they were not different can be 
ascribed to Him only, who tumeth the hearts of kings and of man- 
kind as the rivers of water are turned, • Pious people did then, and 
ever will ascribe it to His superintendency, whose kingdom rul^fa 
over all."* 



SECTION V. 

QfCurrencfs from the repeal of the stamp-act to the openii^ of the vrar i& 

the battle of Lexington. 

Events of interest during this, • and the subsequent period, to the 
conclusion of the war, are so numerous, that we' are constrained, 
fix)m our prescribed limits, to notice those only which are the meet 
prominent. 

From the cautious manner in which the Parliament repealed the 
stamp-act, it was obvious, to men of discernment, that they did not 
intend to lay aside the scheme of raising a revenue hi tlie colonies,, 
but merely to change the mode. The relief and joy, however, re- 
sulting even from this insidious and delusive measiu'e, this appearance 
of lenity, so great had been the previous pressure, were felt throu^- 
out the colonies. 

" The people of every description manifested the strongest desire, 
that harmonv might be re-established between Great Britain and the 
colonies, ponfires, illuminations, and all the usual expressions of 
popular satisfaction, were displayed on the joyful occasion : yet, 
anoidst the demonstrations of this lively gratitude, there were some 
who had sagacity enou^ to see, that the British ministry was not so 
much influenced by principles of equity, as impelled by necessity. 
These deemed any relaxation in Parliament an act of justice, rather 
than favour ; and felt more resentment for the manner, than obliga- 
tion for the design, of this partial repeal. Their opinion was ftuly 
justified by the subsequent conduct of administration. 

When the assembly of Massachusetts met the succeeding winter, 
there seemed to prevail a general disposition for peace : the sense of 
injury was checked ; and such a spirit of afiection and loyal^ 
appeared, that the two houses agreed to a bill for compensation to ail 
sufferers in the late times of confusion and riot, fiut they were 
careful not to recognize a right in Parliament to make such a requi- 
sition ; they ordered it to be entered on the journals of tlie house, Umt 
^ for the sake of internal peace, they waved all debate and contn^ 
versv, though persuaded the delinquent sufferers had no just claiin 
on the province : that, influenced by a loyal regard to his majesty's 
recommendation, (not considering it as a requisition ;) and that, from 

♦Tnixftbun's Hist. U. S. WS. 
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a deference to fhe opinions of some illustrious patrons of America, 
in the House of Commons, who had urged them to a compliance : 
They therefore acceded to the proposal ; though, at the same time, 
they considered it a very reprehensible step in those who had sufter- 
ed, to apply for relief to the Parliament of Britain, instead of submit- 
ting to the justice and clemency of their own legislature." 

They made several other just and severe observations on the high- 
toned speech of the governor, who had said, "that the requisition of flbe 
jninistry was founded on so much justice and humanity, that it could 
not be controverted." They inquired if the authority with which he 
introduced the ministerial demand, precluded all disputation about 
complying with it, what freedom of choice they had left in the case ? 

In the bill for compensation by the assemblv of Massachusetts, 
.was added a very offensive clause. A general pardon and oblivion 
was granted to all offenders in the late confusion, tumults and riotSr 
An exact detail of these proceedings was transmitted to England. 
The king and council disallowed the act, as comprising in it a bill of 
indemnity to the Boston rioters ; and ordered compensation-made to 
the late sufferers, without any supplementary conditions. No notice 
was taken of this order, nor any alteration made in the act. The 
money was drawn from the treasury of the province to satisfy the 
claimants for compensation ; and no farther inquiries were made 
relative to the authors of the late tumultuary proceedings of the times, 
when the minds of men had been wrouglit up to a ferment, beyond 
the reach of all legal restraint."* 

The remainder of the year subsequent to the repeal of the stamp- 
net, passed without any remarkable pohtical events. A few prosti- 
tutes of power, nurtured in the lap of America, and bound by every 
tie of honour and gratitude, to be faithful to the interests of their 
country, were even at this timt) filling tlie ears of the ministry with 
the most odious misrepresentations and slanders of their countrymen, 
calculated to infuse and foster prejudices against the colonists, and 
prompt to measures of oppression. These men weje promoted to 
offices of ix)wer and profit, and exerted a baleful influence on both 
coimtries. It was observed at this time, in a speech before the 
House of Commons, by Col. Barre, that " to his certain knowledge, 
some were promoted to the liighest seats of honour in America, who 
were glad to fly to a foreign country, to escape being brought to the 
bar of justice in their own." 

" However injudicious the appointments to American departments 
might be, the darling point of an American revenue was an object 
too important to be reluiquished, either by tlie court at St. James's, 
the plantation governoi-s, or their mercenary adhere nts dispersed 
through the continent. Besides these, there were several classes in 
America, who were at first exceedingly opposed ta measures that. 

mihtated with tlie designs of administration. Some, impressed by 

-■*■-*-- -i 

♦Mrs. Warren's Hist, of the Revolution, toI, i. p. 34. 
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long connexion, w ere intimidated by her power, and attached by 
affection to Britain : others, the tme disciples of passive obedience, 
had real scniples of conscience with i^eganl to any resistance to the 
powers that be : these, whether actuated by affection or fear, by 
principle or interest, formed a close combination with the colonial 
governors, custom-house officers, and all in subordinate departments, 
who hung on tlie court for subsistence. By the tenor of the writings 
of some of th&se, and the insolent beha\iour of others, they became 
equally obnoxious in the eyes of the people, with the officers of the 
crown and the danglei*s for place ; who, disappointed of their ijrey 
by the repeal of the stamp-act, and restless lor some new project 
that might enable them to rise into importance on the spoils of Ame- 
rica, were continually whispering malicious insinuations into^the ears 
of the fmanciers and ministers of colonial departments. 

They represented tlie mercantile body m America as a set of 
smugglers, forever breaking over the laws of trade and society ; the 
people in general as factious, turbulent, and aiming at inaepen- 
dcnce ; tlie legislatures in tlie several provinces as marked with thft 
same spirit ; and government every where in so lax a state, that the 
civil authority was insufficient to prevent the fatal effects of popular 
discontent* 

Unhappily for both parties, who were now formed. Governor Ber- 
nai*d was very illy calculated to promote the interest of the people, 
or support the honour of his master. He was a man of littJe gemus, 
but some learning. He was by education strongly impressra with 
high ideas of canon and feudal law, and fond of a system of govern- 
ment that had been long obsolete in England, and had never had an 
existence in America. His disposition was choleric and sangpne, 
obstinate and designing, yet too open and frank to disguise his in- 
trigues, and too precipitant to bring them to maturity. A revision 
of colony chailers, a resumption of former privileges, and an Aroeri- 
ran revenue, were tlie constant topics of his letters to administra- 
tion.* To pix)ve the necessity of these measures, the most trivial 
liisturbance was mag^iiiiied to a riot ; and to give a pretext to these 
wicked insinuations, it was thought by many, that tumults were fie- 
rjucntly excited by the indiscretion or malignancy of his own parti- 
'^ans. 

The declaratory bill still hung suspended over the heads of tlie 
Americans, nor was it suflered to remain long witliout trying its op- 
erative effects. 'I'he clause holding up a right to tax America at 
pleasure, and '* to bind them in all cases whatsoever,^' was c6m- 
prehensivc and alarming- Yet it was not generally expected, that 
the ministry would soon endeavour to avail themselves of the dan- 
ijcrous experiment ; but in this, tlie public were mistaken. 

Not many months after the repeal of tlie stamp-act, the chancellor, 
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presided in ^he Massachusetts* 
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of the exchequer, Charles Towushend, Esq. came forward and 
pawnted his character on the success of a new attempt to tax the 
American colonies. He was a gentleman of conspicuous abilities, 
and much professional knowlec^; endowed with more boldness 
than discretion ; he had ^"^ the talent of bringing together at once all 
that was necessary to establish, to illustrate, and to decorate the side 
of the question he was on." 

The purport of the new project for revenue was to levy certain 
duties on paper, ^ass, painters^ colours, and several other articles 
usually imported into America. It was also directed that the duties 
on India teas, which had been a productive source of revenue in 
England, should be taken ofFthere, and threepence per pound levied 
on all kinds that should in future be purchased in the colonies* 

This inconsiderable duty on teas finally became an object of hish 
importance and altercation ; it was not the sum, but the princi]3e 
that was contested ; it manifesdy appeared that this was only a 
financiering expedient to raise a revenue from the colonies by imper- 
ceptible taxes. The defenders of the privileges and the freedom of 
the colonies, denied all parliamentary right to tax them in any way 
whatever. They asserted that if the collection of this duty was per* 
mitted, it would establish a precedent, and strengthen the claim par- 
liament had assumed, to tax them at pleasure. To do it by the 
secret modes of imposts and excises would ruin their trade, corrupt 
the morals of the people, and was more abhorrent in their eyes than 
a direct demands The most judicious and intelligent Americans at 
this time considered all imperceptible taxes fraugnt with evils, that 
tended to enslave anv country plunged in the boundless chaos of 
fiscal demands that this practice would introduce- 
In consequence of the new system, a board of customs was insti- 
tuted and commissioners appointed to set in Boston to collect the 
duties ; which were besides other purposes to supply a fund for the 
payment of the large salaries annexed to their office. A civil hst 
was soon after established, and the governors of the Massachusettai, 
judges of the superior CQiul, and such other officers as had hereto- 
fore depended on tjie free grants of the representative body, were to 
be paid out of the revenue chest. 

Thus rendered wholly independent of the general assembly, there 
was no check left on the wanton exercise of power in the crown offi- 
cers, however disposed they mi^ht be to abuse theu: trust. The dis- 
tance from the throne, it was said, must delay, if not wholly prevent, 
^1 relief under any oppressions the people might suffer from the ser- 
vants of government ; and to crown the long list of grievances, spe- 
cified by the patriots of the day » the extension of the courts of vice- 
admiralty was none of the least. They were vested with certain 
powers that dispensed with the mode of trial by jury, annihilated thQ 
^vileges of Englishmen, and placed the Uberty of every man in the 
nand of a petty officer of the customs. By warrant of a writ of as* 
«dstance from the governor ox Ueutenant-govemor, any officer of th^ 
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revenue was authonzcd to enter the dwelling of the most respectable 
inhabitant on the smallest suspicion of a concealment of contraband 
^oods, and to insult, search, or seize, with impunity. 

Jonathan SeWall, an attorney* at law, of some professional abili- 
ties and ingenuity, was, by the instigation of Mr. Bernard, appointed 
•sole judge of admiralty in the Massachusetts. The dangerous 
aspect of this court, particularly when aided by writs of assistance, 
was opposed with peculiar energy and strength of su'gument, by 
James Otis, Esfj. of which we have already spoken. For his fidelihr. 
however, as might be supposed in such a state of party feeling, m 
was abused and vilified by the scriblers of the court, and threatened 
with an arrest from the crown, for the boldness of his o];)inions. Yet 
he continued to advocate the rights of the people, and in the course 
of his argument against the iniquitous consequences of writs of assis- 
tance, he observed, that "his engaging in this cause had raised 
the resentment of its abettors ; but that he argued it fix)m principle, 
and with peculiar pleasure, as it was in favour o( British liberty^ and 
in opposition to the exercise of a power, that in former penods of 
English history, had cost one king of England his head, and another 
his crown.'" — He added, "I can sincerely declare, that I submit 
myself to every opprobrious name for conscience sake, and despise 
all those, whom gmlt, folly or malice have made my foes." 

It was on this occasion, that Mr. Otis resigned the office of judge 
advocate, and renounced all employment under so corrupt an ad- 
ministration, boldly declaring in the face of the supreuie court, at 
this dangerous crisis, that "the only principle of public conduct, 
worthy a gentleman or a man, was the sacrifice of health, ease, ap- 
plause, estate, or even life, to the sacred calls of his country ; that 
these manly sentiments in private Ufe made the good citusen, in 
public, the patriot and tlie hero." — ^Thus was verified hi his conduct 
the observation of a writer of merit and celebrity, that " it was as 
difficult for Gi-eat Britain to frighten as to cheat Americans into ser- 
vitude ; that she ought to leave them in the peaceable posses^n of 
that liberty which they received at their birth, and were resolved to 
retain to tlieir death." 

When the new parliamentary regulations reached America, all 
the colonies in their several departments petitioned in the most stren- 
uous manner against any American taxation, and all other recent 
fnnovations relative to the government of the British provinces. 
These petitions were, when received by the ministry, treated by 
them with the utmost contempt. But they were supported bv a re- 
spectable party in the parliament of Britain, who did not neglect' to 
warn the administration of the danger of precipitating measures, that 



♦ Jonathan Sewall, a native of tlie province, whose pen had been employed to vindi- 
cate the mea^iures of administration and the conduct of Governor Bernard^ under w 
^iBfnatnre of Plnlalethcs, MassachuseAenBis, &c. &rc. 
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might reqiiire before the termination of a contest thus hurried on, 
*' more virtue and abilities than the ministry possessed." 

The act of Parhament, making it lawnil for the officers of the? 
British army to quarter their troops in private houses, &c. continued 
in full force after the stamp-act was repealed, though it equally mili- 
tated with that part of the British constitution which provides that 
no monies should be raised on the subject without his consent. Yet 
rather than enter on a new dispute, the colonists in general chose to 
evade it for the present, and without many observations thereon, had 
occasionally made some voluntary provisions for the support of the 
king's troops. It was hoped the act might be only a temporaiy ex^ 
pedicnt to hold up the authority of parliament, and that in a short time 
the claim might die of itself, without any attempt to revive such an 
unreasonable demand. But New- York, more explicit in her refusal 
to obey^ was suspended by Parhament from all powers of legislation 
until the quartering act should be complied within the fullest extent. 

Aroused by the same injuries from the parent state, threatened in 
the same manner by the common enemies to the rights of society 
among themselves, their petitions to the throne had been suppressed 
witliout even a reading, their remonstrances were ridiculed and their 
supplications rejected. They determined no longer to submit. All 
stood ready to unite in the same measures to obtain that redress of 
grievances they had so long requested, and that relief from burdens 
they had so long complained of, to so little purpose. Yet there was 
no bond of connexion by which a similarity of sentiment and con- 
cord in action might appear, whether they were again disposed to 
revert to the hitherto fruitless mode of petition and remonstrance, or 
to leave that humiliating path for a line of conduct more cogent and 
influential in the contests of nations. 

A circular letter dated February 11, 1768, by the legislature of 
Massachusetts, directed to the representatives and burgesses of the 
people through the colonies, was a measure well calculated for this 
salutary purpose. This letter painted hi the strongest colours the 
difficulties they apprehended, the embarrassments they felt, and the 
stopts already taken to obtain rehef. It contained the TuU opinion of 
that assembly relative to the late acts of parliament ; while at the 
same time they expatiated on their duty and attachment to the king, 
and detailed hi tenns of respect the representations that had been 
made to his ministers, they expressed the boldest determination to 
continue a free but a loyal people. Indeed there were few, if any, 
who indulged an idea ol a final separation from Britain at so early a 
period ; or that even wished for more than an equal participation of 
tlie privileges of the British constitution. 

• 

" Province of the Massachusetts Bay^ Feb, 11, 1768. 
Sir, 
The house of representatives of this provinM^ havelaken into their serious 
consideration, the great difficulties that must accrue to tbemselves and their 
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^nnstitueiits, hv tiie operation of the several acts of parliament imposing duties 
»n(l (nxrs on tne American colonies. 

As it is a su})ject in which every colony is deeply interested, they have no 
rr;i!«)n 1o doulil hut your house is duly impressed with its importance ; and that 
••uc'h constitutional measures will be come into as are proper. It seems to 
he nncessnry, that all possible care should be taken that the representations of 
tlni several assemblies, upon so delicate a point, should harmonize with each 
ntlivr ; the house therefore hope that this letter will be candidly considenpd, 
in no other light than as expressin<r a disposition freely to communicate their 
mind to a sister colony, unon a common concern, in the same manner as they 
would be glad to receive tne sentiments of your, or any other house of assembly 
un the continent. 

The house have humbly represented to the ministry their own sentiments ;- 
that his majesty *s high court of parliament is the supreme legislative power 
over the whole empire ; that in ail tree states the constitution is fixed ; and af 
the supreme legislative derives^ its power and authority from the constitution, 
it cantuit overleap the bounds of it, without destro3ring its foundation. That 
the coiv«titution ascertains and limits both sovereignty and allegiance ; and 
(hon'fore his mnjesty's American subjects, who acknowledge themselves bound 
hy the ties of Rllegianre. have an equitable claim to the full enjoyment of the 
fundamental nilos of the Hriti>h constitution. I'hat it is an essentia], unaltera- 
ble right in natun\ engrafti'd into the Briti.<h constitution as a fundamental Jaw,, 
and ever hold sacred and irrevocable by the subjects within the realm, that 
uhat a man hath honestly acquired, is absolutely his own, which he may freely 
giv<\ but canmit be taken fn>m him without his consf nt. That the American 
Kubjrol> nijiy Ihert^fore, exclusive of any consideration of charter rights, with a 
ilrrent (iriniM'ss, adapted to the character of freemen and subjects, assert this 
iMtunl. constitutional right. 

It i> intireover their humble opinion, which they express with the greatest 
di'tf^riMire to the wisdom of the parliament, that the acts made there, imposing 
iliilirs on the people of this province for the sole and express purpose of raising 
I n*viMUic, are infringements of their natural and constitutional rights. 
llrtMUse, as they arc not represented in the British parliament, his majesty's 
t niimions in Britain, by those acts grant their properly without their consent 

The house further are of opinion that their constituents, considering their 
liical circumstances, cannot by anjr possibility be represented in the parlia- 
nienl ; and that it will forever be impracticable that they should be equally 
lepreseiited there, and consequently not at all, being separated by an ocean 
of a thousand leagues. That his majesty's roval predecessors for this reason 
were graciously pleased to form a 8ulK)rdinate legislative here, that their sub- 
jects might enjojr the unalienable right of a representation. Also that consid- 
ering the utter impracticability of their ever being fully and equally repre- 
hented in parliament, and the great expense that must unavoidably attend even 
a partial representation there, this house think that a taxation of their constitu- 
ents, even without their consent, grievous as it is, would be preferable to anr 
representation that could be admitted for them there. 

Upon these principles, and also considering that wore the right in the par- 
liament ever so clear, yet for obvious reasons it would be beyond the rule of 
equity, that their constituents should be taxed on the mnmifectures of Great 
Britain here, m addition to the duties they pay for them in lilngland, and other 
advantages arising to Great Britain from the acts of trado ; this house have 
preferred a humble, dutiful, and loyal petition to our most gracious sovereiffD 
dint made such representations to his majesty's ministers, as tiiey aporehend 
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aYid whether yfhiie the judges of the land and other civil officers, hold not theit 
commissioDs during good behaviour, their having salaries appointed for them 
by the croim, mdependent of the people, hath not a tendency to subvert the 
princip]e.s of equity, and endanger the happiness and security of the subject. 
In addition to these measures, the house have wrote a letter to their 
agent, Mr. De Berdt, the sentiments of which he is directed to lay before the 
ministry ; wherein they take notice of the hardship of the act for preventing 
mutiny and desertion, which requires the governor and council to provide 
enumerated articles for the king^s marching troops, and the people to pay 
the expense ; and also the commission of the s'entlemen appointed commission- 
ers of the customs, to reside in America, which authorizes them to make as 
many appointments as they think fit, and to pay the appointees what suras the^ 
please, tor whose mal-conduct they are not accountable. From virhence it 
may happen that officers of the crown may be multiplied to such a degree, as 
to become dangerous to the liberty of the people, by virtue of a commission 
which doth not appear to this house to derive any such advantages to trade as 
many have been led to expect. 

These are the sentiments and proceedings of this house ; and as they 
have too much reason to believe that the enemies of the colonies have repre>- 
sented them to his majesty's ministers, and the parliament, as factious, disloyal, 
and having a disposition to make themf^lves independent of the mother coun- 
try, they have taken occasion in the most humble terms, to assure his majesty 
and his ministers, that with regard to the people of this province, and as they 
doubt not of all the colonies, that the chaise is unjust. 

The house is fully satisfied that your assembly is too generous^ and en- 
larged in sentiment, to believe that this letter proceeds from* an ambition of 
takmg the lead, or dictating to the other assemblies ; they freely submit their 
opinion to the judgment of others, and shall take it kind in your house to point 
out to them any thing further that may be thought necessary. 

This bouse cannot conclude without expressing their firm confidence In 
the kir^, our common head and father, that the united and dutiful supplica- 
tions of his distressed American sucbjects will meet with bis royal and favour- 
able acceptance." 

After the circulation of tliis alarming letter, wherever any o( 
the governors had permitted tlie legislative bodies to meet, an answ^er 
was returned by the assemblies replete with encomiums on the exer- 
tion and the zeal of the Massacnusettg. Tliey observed that the 
spirit that dictated that letter was but a transcript of their own feel- 
ings ; and that though equally impressed with every sentiment of 
respect to the prince on the throne of Britain, and feeluig the strong- 
est attachment to the house of Hanover, they could not but reject 
with disdain the late noeasures, so repugnant to tlie dignity of th^ 
crown and the true interest of the realm ; and that at every hazard 
they were determined to resist all acts of parliament for the injurious 
puipose of raising a revenue in America. Tliey also added, that 
they had respectively offered the most humble supplications to the 
king; that they had remonstrated to both houses of parliament, and 
had directed their agents at the British court to leave no ef&rt untried 
to obtain relief, without behiff compelled to what might be deemed 
by royalty an illegal mode (h opposition* 

In conseauence of the spirited proceedings of the house of repre- 
f entatives^ me general assembly of Massachusetts was dii^lved by 
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tlie governor, nor ^vGrc tliey suflfered to meet again tintil a new elec- 
tion. Th(*se transactions were cai^efiilly transmitted to administra- 
tion by several of the plantation governors, and particularly Mr. 
Bei-nard, with inflammatoiy observations of liis own, interlarded 
\vith the most illiberal abuse of the principal leaders of the late 
measures in the assembly of Massachusetts. 

Tlieir charter, which still provided for the election of the ledisla- 
liirp, obliged the governor to summon a new assembly to meet May 
24, 1768. The first communication laid before the house by the 
governor contained a haughty requisition from the British minister 
of state, directing in his majesty's name tliat the present bouse 
should immediately rescind the resolutions of a former one, which 
liad producal the celebrated circular letter. Governor Bernard 
Jilso intimated, that it was his majesty's pleasure, that on anon-com- 

!)liance with this extraordinary mandate, the present assembly should 
)e dissolve^l without delay. 

What heightened the resentment to the manner of tliis singular 
order, signed by Lord Hillsborough, secretaiy of state for the 
American department, w^as, that he therein intimated to the goveiti: 
or that he need not fear the most unqualified obedience on hi§ part to 
the high measures of administration, assuring him that it would pot 
operate to his disadvantage, as care would be taken in future to. 
provide for his interest, and to support the dignity of govemnienti 
without the mterpositions or existence of a provincial legislature* 

These messages were received by the representative body with a 
steadiness and resolution becoming the defenders of the rights of a 
free people. After appointing a committee to consider and prepare 
an answer to them, they proceeded with §;reat coolness to the usual 
business of the session, without further notice of what had passed. 

Within a day or two, they received a second message fromtiin 
governor, purporting that he expected an immediate and an explicit 
answer to the authoritative requisition; and that if they longer post- 
poned their resolutions, he should consider their delay as an " oppug- 
natwn to his majesty^s authority^ and a negative to the commanp, by 
tin expiring faction." Qn this, the house desired tirno to consult their 
constituents on such an extraordinary question. This was perenip- 
torily and petulantly refiised. 

Tne committee appointed to answer tlie governor's several messa- 
ges, were gentlemen of known attachment to the cause of their 
country, who on every occasion had rejected all servile compliances 
with ministerial requisitions. They were not long on the business. 
When they returned to the house, the galleries were immediately 
cleared, and they reported an answer, bold and determined, yetder 
pent and loyal. In the course of their reply, they observed that it 
was not an " expiring faction,^^ that the governor had charged with 
'' oppugnation to his majestyh autliorityp that it was tlie best blood 
9f the colony who opposed the ministerial measures, men of reputa- 
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tion, fortune and rank, equal to any who enjoyed tlie smiles of gov- 
ernment ; that their exertions were from a conscious sense of duty to 
their God, to their king, to their country, and to posterity.* 

This committee at the same time repoited a very spirited letter 
to Lord Hillsborough, which they had prepared to lay before the 
house. In this they remonstrated on the injustice as well as absurd- 
ity of a requisition, when a compliance was impracticable, even had 
they the inclination to rescind the doings of a former house. This 
letter was approved by the house, and on a division on tho question 
of rescinding the vote of a former assembly, it was negatived by a 
majority o( ninety4wo to seventeen. 

The same committee was immediately nominated to prepare a 
petition to the kinff to remove Mr. Bemard from the government of 
Massachusetts. They drew up a petition for this purpose without 
leaving the house, and immediately reported it. They alleged st 
long hst of accusations against the governor, and requested liis ma- 
jesty that one more worthy to represent so greai 'dnd good a Azwg*, 
might be sent to preside in the province. . Thus impeached by the 
house, the same minority that had appeared ready to rescind the 
circular letter, declared themselves against the impeachment of 
Governor Bemard. Their servility was marked with pecuUar odi- 
um : they were stigmatized by the appellation of the infamous seven- 
teen^ until their names were lost in a succession of great events and. 
more important characters. 

When the doors of the house were opened, the secretary who had 
been long in waiting for admission, uiformed the bousethat the gov- 
ernor was in the chair, and desired their attendance in the council 
chamber. They complied without hesitation, but were received in 
a most ungracious manner. With much ill humour the governor 
reprimanded them in the language of an angiy pedagogue, instead 
of the manner becoming the first magistrate when addressing the 
representatives of a free people : he concluded his harangue by pro- 
roguing the assembly, which within a few days he dissolved by pro- 
clamation. 

In the mean time by warm and virulent letters from this indiscreet 
governor ; by others lull of invective fit)m the commissioners of the 
customs, and by the secret influence of some, who yet concealed 
themselves witliin the vizard of moderation, " who held the language 
of patriotism, but trod in the footsteps of tyranny," leave was obtain- 
ed from administration to apply to tlie commander in chief of the 
■king's troops, then at New- York, to send several regiments to Bos- 
ton, as a necessary aid to civil government, which they represented 
as too weak to suppress the disorders of the times. It was urged 



♦ The principal members of this committee, were Major Joseph Ilawley, of North- 
ampton, James Otis* Esq. of Boston, Samuel Adams, Jarmes Warren, of Plymouth, 
JFomi Hancock, and Thomas Cushingr, Esqn. 
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that tMs ]5tep was absolutely necessary, to enable the officers of the 
crown to carry into execution the laws of the supreme legislature* 

In this state of general apprehension, confusion and suspense, the 
inhabitants of Boston again requested (jovemor Bernard to convoke 
an assembly, and suffer the representatives of the whole people to con- 
sult and advise at this critical conjuncture. He rejected this appli- 
cation with an air of insult, and no time was to be lost. Letters were 
instantly forwarded from the capital, requesting a delegation of suit- 
able persons to meet in convention from eyery town in the province 
before the arrival of the troops, and if possible to take some steps to 
prevent the fatal effects of these dangerous and unprecedented meas- 
ures. 

The whole country felt themselves interested, and readily com- 
plied with the prqposal. The most respectable persons from an hun- 
dred and ninety-six towns were chosen delegates to assemble at 
Boston, on the twenty-second of September. They accordingly met 
at that timeund place ; as soon as they were convened, the eovemor 
sent them an angry message, admonishing them immediately to dis- 
perse, assuring them " the king was detenmned to maintain his entire 
sovereignt}^ oter the province, — that their present meeting might be 
inconsequence of their ignorance, — ^but that if after this admonition, 
they continued their usurpation^ they might repent their temerity, as 
he was determined to assert the authority of the crown in a more 
public manner, if they continued to disregard this authoritative wara- 

He however found he had not men to deal with, either ignorant of 
law, regardless of its sanctions, or terrified by tlie frowns of power. 
The convention made him a spirited but decent answer, containing 
the reasons of their assembUng, and the hue of conduct tliey were 
determined to pursue in spite of every menace. The governor re- 
fused to receive their reply ; he urged the illegality of the assem- 
bly, and made use of every subterfuge to interrupt their proceedings. 

Their situaition was indeed truly delicate, as well as dangerous. 
The convention was a body not known in the constitution of their 
government, ind in the strict sense of law it might be styled a trea- 
sonable meeting. They still professed fealty to the crown of Britain ; 
and though the principle had been shaken by injuries, that might 
have justified a more sudden renunciation of loyalty, yet their's was 
cherished by a degree of religious scruple, amidst every species of 
insult. Thus while they wished to support this temper, and to cher- 
ish their former affection, they felt with poignancy the invasion of 
thw rights, and hourly expected the arrival of an armed force, to 
back the threatenings of their first magistrate. 

Great prudence and moderation however marked tlie transactions 
of an assembly of men thus circumstanced ; they could in their 
present situation only recapitulate their sufferings, felt and feared. 
This they did in a pointed and nervous style, in a letter addressed 
to Mrr Ife Berdt, the agent of the province, residing in Londonji 
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They stated the circumstances that occasioned their meeting, anda 
full detail of their proceedings. They inclosed him a petition to the 
king, and ordered their agent to deliver it witli his own hand. The 
convention then separated, and returned to their respective townsy 
where they impressed on their constituents the same perseverance, 
forbearance and magnanimity that had marked their own resolu* 
tions. 

Within a few days after tlieir separation, the troops arrived trom 
Halifax. This was inded a painful era. The American tear mau 
be dated from the hostile parade of this day ; a day which marks with 
infamy the councils of Britain. At this period, the inhabitants of the 
colomes almost universally breathed an unshaken loyalty to the king 
of England, and the strongest attachment to a country whence they 
derived their origin. ■ Thus was the astonishment of the whole pro* 
vince excited, when to the grief and consternation of the town of 
Boston several regiments were landed, and marched sword in hand 
tliixjugh the principal streets of their city, tlien in profound peace. 

The disembarkation of the king's troops, which took place on the 
first of October, 1 768, was viewed by a vast crowd of spectators, who 
beheld the solemn prelude to devastation and bloodshed with a kind 
of sullen silence, tliat denoted the deepest resentment. Yet wliat- 
ever might be the feeUngs of the citizens, not one among the gazing 
multitude discovered aiw disposition to resist by arms the power and 
authority of the king of Great Britain. This appearance of decent 
submission and order was very unexpected to some, whose giulty 
fears had led them to expect a violent and tumultuous resistance to 
tlie landing of a large body of armed soldiers in the town. The 

Eeaceable demeanor of the people was construed, by the party who 
ad brought this evil on tlie city, as a mark of abject subnussion. 
As they supposed from the present acquiescent deportment, that 
the spirit of tlie inhabitants was totally subdued on the first appear- 
ance of military power, they consequently rose in their denmnds* 
General Gage ai'rivcd from New- York soon after the king^a troops 
reached Boston. With the aid of the governor, the chief justice of 
the province, and the sheriif of the county of Suffolk, he forced Quar-* 
ters for his soldiers in all the unoccupied houses in the town, x he 
council convened on this occasion opposed the measure ; but to such 
a height was the insolence of pow(3r pushed, by their passionate, 
vindictive and wrong-headed governor, that in spite of the reuion* 
strancos of several magistrates, and the importunities of the people^ 
he suffeied the state-house, where the archives of the province were 
deposited, to be improved as barracks for the king's troops. Thus the 
mc^mbers of council, the magistrates of the town and tlie courts of 
justice were daily interrupted, and frecjucntly challenged in theii* 
way to their several depaitments in business, by mihtarj' sentinels 
postcjd at the doors. 

A standing army thus placed in their capital, their conmierce fet- 
tered; their cnaragters traaua^, tlieir representative body prc\'ented 



152 ORIGIN OF THE 

meeting, the united p(|titions of all ranks that they might be conven- 
ed at this critical conjuncture rejected by the governor ; and still 
threatened witli a furtlu^r augmentation of troops to enforce meas- 
ures in eveiy view repugnant to the principles of the British constitu- 
tien ; little hope ranained of a peaceful accommodation. 

The most rational arguments had been urged by the legislative 
assemblies, by corporate bodies, associations, and individual charac- 
ters of eminence, to shake the arbitraiy system that augured evils to 
both countries. But their addresses were disdainfully rejected ; the 
king and the court of Great-Britain appeared equally deaf to tlie ciy 
of millions, who only asked a restomtion of their rights. At the 
same time every worthless incendiary, who, taking advantage of 
these miserable times, crossed the Atlantic with a tale of accusation 
against his country, was listened to with attention, and rewarded with 
some token of roj^l favour. 

In this situation, no remedy appeared to be left short of an appeal 
to the sword, unless an entire suspension of that commercial mter- 
course, which had contributed so much to the glory and grandeur o^ 
Britain, could be effected throughout the colonies. As all the Amer- 
ican continent was involved in one common danger, it was not found 
difficult to obtain a general combination against all further importa- 
tions from England, a few articles only excepted. The mercantile 
body through all the provinces entered mto solemn engagements, and 
plighted their faith and honour to each other, and to their coimtr\', 
that no orders should be forwarded by them for British or India goods 
within a limited term, except for certain specified articles of necessa- 
ry use. These engagements originated in Boston, and were for a time 
strictly adhered to through all the colonies. Great encouragement 
was given to American manufactures, and if pride of apparel was at 
all indulged, it was in wearing the stuffs fabricated in their own looms. 
Harmony and union, prudence and economy, indusUy and virtue, 
were inculcated in then- publications, and enforced by the example of 
the most respectable characters. 

In consequence of these determinations, the clamours of the British 
manufacturers arose to tunuilt in many parts of the kingdom ; but no 
artificer was neglected to quiet the tmdingpart of the nation. There 
were some Americans, who by letters encouraged administration to 
persevere in their measures relative to the colonies, assming tliem, 
in the strongest tonus, that the intermption of commerce was but a 
temporaiy struggle, or rather an effort of despair. No one in the 
country urged liis opinion with more indiscreet zeal than Andrew 
Oliver, Esq. then secretary in the Massachusetts. He suggested, 
" that government should stipulate with the merchants in England 
to purchase large quantities ot goods proper for the American market ; 
agreeing beforehand to allow them a premhim equal to the advance 
of tlieu' stock in trade, if the price of tlieir goods was not sufficiently 
enhiinred by a tenfold demand in future, even though the goods 
might lie on hand, till this temporary stagnation of business should 



AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 153 

cease.'^ He concluded his political rhapsody with this iDhumafi 
Ijoast to his correspondent ; " By stick a step the game mil be vp toith 
my countrymen.^^ 

The prediction on both sides the Atlantic, that this combination, 
which depended wholly on the commercial part of the conmiunity, 
could not be of long duration, proved indeed too true. A regard to 
private interest ever operates more forcibly on the bulk of mankind 
than the ties of honour, or the principles of patriotism. 

The winter following, (1769) this salutary combiwtion, a partial 
repeal of the act imposmg duties on certain articles of British manu- 
facture took place. On this it immediately appeared that some in 
JVew- York had previously given conditional orders to their corres- 
pondents, that if the measures of Parliament should in any degree be 
relaxed, that without farther application they should jfurnish them 
with large quantities of goods. Several in the other colonies had 
iliscovered as much avidity for an early importation as the Yorkers. 
They had given similar orders, and both received larger supplies than 
tisual, of British merchandize, early in the spring of 1769. The 
people of course considered the agi cement nullified by the conduct 
tjf the merchants, and the intercourse with England for a time went 
on as usual, without any check. Thus, bjr breaking through the 
agreement within the limited time of restriction, a measure was 
defeated, which, had it been religiously observed, niigiit have pre- 
vented the tragical consequences wliich ensued. 

As the charter of Massachusetts was not yet annihilated. Govern- 
•or Bernard found himself under a necessity, as the period of annual 
election approached, to issue writs to convene a general assembly. 
Accordingly a new house of representatives met at Boston as usual 
May 31st, 1769. They immediately petitioned the governor to 
remove the military parade that surrounded the state-house, urging, 
that such a hostile appearance might overawe their proceedings, ana 
prevent the freedom of election and debate. 

A unanimous resolve passed, " that it was the opinion of the house^ 
that placing an armed force in the metropohs while the general 
assembly is there convened, is a breach of privilege, qpd totally 
inconsistent with the dignity and freedom with which they ought to 
deliberate and determine ;" — adding, " that they meant ever to sup- 
port their constitutional rights, that thev shoruld never voluntarily 
recede from their just claims, contained both in the letter and spintt 
of the constitution." 

After several messages both from the council and house of repre- 
sentatives, the governor, ever obstinate in error, declared he had no 
authority over me king's troops, nor should he use any influence to 
have them removed.* Thus by express acknowledgment of the 
first magistrate, it appeared that the military was set so far above 
Ihe civil authority, that the last was totally unable to check the wan- 
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ton exercise of this newly established power in the jirovince. Bdt 
the assembly peremptorily determined to do no business while thus- 
insulted by the |>lantmg of cannon at the doors of the state-house, 
and interrupted in their solemn deliberations by the noisy evolutioDB 
of military discipline. 

The royal charter required that they should proceed to the choice 
•of a speafeer, and the election of a council, the first day of the meet- 
ing of the assembly. They had conformed to this as usual, but pro- 
tested against its being considered as a precedent on any future 
•mergency. Thus amidst the warmest expressions of resentment 
from all classes, for the indignity offered a free people by this haughty 
treatment to their legislature, the governor suffered them to sit sev- 
eral weeks without aoing business ; and at last comp)elled them ta 
give way to an armed force, by adjourning the general assembly to 
Cambridge. 

The internal state of the province required the attention of the 
house at this critical exigence of affairs. They therefore, on their 
first meeting at Cambridge, resolved, " that it was their opinion that 
the British constitution admits no armed force within the realm, but 
for the purpose of offensive and defensive war. That placing troops 
in the colony, in the midst of profound peace, was a breach of privi- 
lege, an infraction on the natural rights of the people, and manif<^y 
subversive of that happy form of government they had hitherto enioy- 
ed. That the honour, dignity, and service of the sovereign should be 
attended to by that assembly, so far as was consistent with the just 
rights of the people, their own dignity, and the freedcwn of debate; 
but that proceeding to business while an armed force was quartered 
in the province, was not a dereliction of the privileges legally claimed 
fcy the colony, but fix)m necessity, and that no undue advantage 
should be taken from their compliance." 

After this, they had not time to do any other business, before two 
messages of a very extraordinary nature, in tfieir opinion, were laid 
before thern. The first was an order under the sign-manual of the 
king, that Mr. Bernard should repair to England to lay the state of 
the province b^ore hiip. To this message was tacked a request 
from the governor, that as he attended his majesty's pleasure as 
commander in chief of the province, his salary might be coutinuedi 
though absent. The »ibsteiice of the other message was an account 
of General Gage's expenditures in quartering his troops in the tow^ 
of Boston ; accompanied by an unqualified demand for the estab- 
lishment of funds for the discharge thereof. The governor added, 
that he was requested by General Gage to make requisition fbr 
future provision km* quartering his troops within the town. 

The subsequent resolves of the house on these messages were 
conformable to the usual spirit of that assembly. They warmly 
censured both GovenKM- Bernard and General Ga^e for wantonlf 
acting against the constitution ; charged them witii maldne false 
and iiyunous representatioiis against bis majesty's faithfiil si^ect% 
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and discovering, on all occasions, a most inimical disposition towards 
the colonies. They observed that General Gage nad rashly and 
impertinently intermeddled with affairs altogether out of his line, and 
that he had betrayed a degree of ignorance equal to his malice, 
when he presumed to touch on the civil police of the province. They 
complained heavily of the arbitrary designs of government, the intro- 
duction of a standing army, and the encroachments on civil liberty ; 
and concluded with a declaration replete with sentiments of men 
conscious of their own freedom and integrity, and deeply affected with 
the injuries offered their country. They ooserved, that to the utmost 
of their power they should vindicate the rights of human nature and 
the privileges of Englishmen, and explicitly declared that duty to 
their constituents forbade a compliance with either of these messages* 
This clear, decided answer being deUvered, the governor summoned 
*the house to attend, and after a short, angiy, and threatening speech,, 
he prorogued the assembly to January, 1770. 

Governor Bernard immediately embarked for Europe, fix)m 
v^^hence he never more returned to a country, he had, by his arbitrary 
disposition and indiscreet conduct, inflamed to a degree, that recjuired 
both judgment and prudence to cool, perhaps beyond the abilities^ 
and certainly incompatible with the views, of the administration in 
being. 

The province had little reason to suppose, that considerations of 
the interest of the people had any part in therecal or detention of this 
mischievous emissaty. His reception at court, the summary pror 
ceedings with regard to his impeachment and trial, and the character 
of the man appomted to succeed him, strongly coimteracted such a 
flattering oi)inion. Notwithstanding the high charges that had been 
alleged against Governor Bernard, he was acquitted by the king and 
council, without allowing time to the assembly to support their 
accusations, honoured wiui a title, and rewarded with a pension of 
©ne thousand pounds sterling per annum on the Irish establishment."* 

Dr. Frankun was at this time in England, and was on intimate 
terms with Mr. Strahan, printer to the King, and member of Parlia- 
ment. Anxious to conciliate, as far as possible, the two countries, 
he addressed to his friend Dr. Franklin, the following letter : — 

"November 21, 1769. 

Dear Sir^ 

In tlie many conversations we have had together about our present 
disputes widi North America, we perfectly agreed in wishing they 
may be brought to a speedy and happy conclusion. How this is to 
be done, is not so eadly ascertained. 

Two objects, I humbly apprehend, his Majesty's servants have now 
in contemplation. 1st. To relieve the colonies from the taxes com- 
plained off which they certainly had no hand in imposing. 2dly^ 
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To fM^seire the honour, the dignity, and the supremacy of the Britisb 
legislature over all his Majesty's dominions. 

As I know your singular knowledge of the subject in ouestion, and 
am as fully convinced of your cordial attachment to his Majesty, and 
your sincere desire to promote the happiness equally of all his sub- 
jects ; I beg you would, in your own clear, brief, and explicit man- 
ner, send me an answer to the following questions : 1 make this 
request now, because this matter is of the utmost importance, and 
must ver}' quickly be agitated. And I do it with the more freedom, 
as you know me and my motives too well to entertain the most 
remote suspicion that I will make an improper use of any informa*' 
tion you shall hereby convey to me.. 

1st. Will not a repeal of all the duties (that on tea excepted, which 
was before paid here on exportation, and of course no new imposi- 
tion) fully satisfy the colonists ? If you answer in the negative, 

2d. Your reasons for that opinion ? 
• 3d. Do you tliink the only effectual way of composing the present 
differences, is to put the Americans precisely in the situation they 
were in before tne passing of the late stamp-act ? If that is your 
opinion, 

4th. Your reasons for that opinion ? , 

5th. If this last method is deemed by the legislature, and his Ma- 
jesty's ministers, to be repugnant to tlieir duty, as guardians of the 
just rights of the crown and of their fellow-subjectS ; can you sug- 
gest any other way of terminating these disputes consistent with tfo 
Seas of justice and propriety conceived by the king's subjects c« 
both sides of the Atlantic ? 

6th. And if this method was actually followed, do you not think 
it would actually encourage the violent and factious part of the cok)- 
nists to aim at still farther concessions from the mother country T 

7th. If they are relieved in part only, what do you, as a reasonable 
and dispassionate man, and an equal friend to both sides, imagine 
will be the probable consequences ? 

^ The' answers to these questions, I humbly conceive, will include 
all the infonnatiou I want ; and I beg you will favour me with tin&n 
as soon as may be. Every well-wisher to the peace and prospeiity 
of the British empire, and every friend to our truly-happy constitii- 
tion, naust be desirous of seeing even the most triviad causes of 
dissension among our fellow-subjects, removed. Our domestic 
squabbles, in my mind, are nothing to what I am speaking of. This 
you know much better than I do, and therefore I need add nothing 
farther to recommend this subject to your serious consideration. 1 
am, with the most cordial esteem and attachment, dear sir, vour 
faithful and affectionate humble servant, 
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the answer. 

" Craven-Street, Nov. 29, 1 769. 
Dear Sir, 
Being just returned to town from a little excursion, I find yours of 
the 21st, containing a number of queries that would require a 
pamphlet to answer them fully. You, however, desire only brief 
answers, which 1 shall endeavour to give. 

Previous to your queries, you tell me, that you " apprehend his 
Majesty's servants have now in contemplation, 1st, to relieve the 
colonists from the taxes complained of ; 2. to preserve the honour, 
the (Jjgnity, and the supremacy of the British legislature over all his 
Majesty's dominions." I hope your information is good ; and that 
what you suppose to be in contemplation, will be carried into exe- 
cution, by repealing all the laws that have been made for raising a 
revenue in America, by authority of Parliament, without the consent 
of the people there. The honour and dignity of the British legisla- 
tm-e will not be hurt by such an act of justice and wisdom. The 
wisest councils are liable to be misled, especially in matters remote 
from theu* inspection. It is the persisting in an error, not the correct- 
ing it, that lessens the honour of any man or body of men. The 
supremacy of that legislature, I believe, will be best preserved by 
making a very sparing use of it ; never but for the evident good of 
the colonies themselves, or of the whole British empire ; never for 
the partial advantage of Britiain to their prejudice. By such pru- 
dent conduct, I imagine that supremacy may be ^adually strength- 
ened, and in time fully established ; but otherwise, I apprehend it 
will be disputed, and lost in the dispute. At present the colonies 
consent and submit to it, for the regulations of general commerce ; 
but a submission to acts of Parliament was no part of their original 
constitution. Our former kings governed their colonies as they had 
governed their dominions in France, without the participation of 
British Parliaments. The Parliament of England never presumed 
to interfere in that prerogative till the time of the great rebellion, 
when they usurped tne government of all the king's otner dominions, 
Ireland, Scotland, &c. The colonies that held for the king, they 
conquered by force of arms, and governed afterwards as conquerea 
countries : but New-England having not opposed the Parliament, 
was considered and treated as a sister kingdom in amity with Eng- 
land (as appears by the Journals, March 10, 1642.) 

1st. " Will not a repeal of all the duties (that on tea excepted, 
which was before paid here on exportation, and of course no new 
imposition) fully satisfy the colonists ? 

ATisweu I tmnk not. 

2d. " Your reasons for that opinion ?" 

A* Because it is not the sum paid in that duty on tea that is 
complained of as a burden, but the principle of the act expressed in 
ihe preamble ; viz* That those duties were laid for the wtter ^- 
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port of government, and the administration of justice in the colonies; 
This the colonists think unnecessary, unjust, and dangerous to their 
most important rights. Unnecessary, because in all the colenies 
(two or three new ones excepted) government and the administra- 
tion of justice were, and always had been, well supported without 
any charge to Britain: unjusU as it has made such colonies liable to 
pay such charge for others in which they had no concern or interest; 
dangerous^ as such mode of raishig money for those purposes tended 
to render their assemblies useless; for if a revenue could be raised 
in the colonies for all the purposes of government by act of parlia- 
ment, without grants from the people there, governors, who do not 
^nerally love assemblies, would never call them : they would be 
.laid aside ; and when nothing should depend on the people's good- 
will to government, their rights would be trampled on ; tney would 
be treated with contempt. — Another reason why I think they would 
not be satisfied with such a partial rei)eal is, that their agreements not 
to import till the repeal takes place, include the whole ; which shows 
that they object to the whole ; and those agreements will continue 
binding on them, if the whole is not repealed. 

3d. ' Do you think the only effectual way of composing the pre- 
sent differences, is to put the Americans precisely in the situation 
they were in before the passing of the late stamp-act V 

A. I think so. 

4th. * Your reasons for that opinion V 
^ A. Other methods have been tried. They have been rebuked 
in angry letters. Their petitions have been refused or rejected by 
parUament. They have been threatened with the punishments of 
treason by resolves of lx)th houses. Their assemblies have been 
dissolved, and troops have been sent among them: But all these 
ways have only exaspprated their minds and widened the breach. 
Their agreements to use no more British manufactures have been 
strengthened ; and these measures, instead of composing differences, 
and promoting a good correspondence, have almost annihilated your 
commerce with mose countries, and greatly endanger the national 
peace and general welfare. 

5th ' If this last method is deemed by the legislature and hk 
Majesty's ministers to be repugnant to their duty as guardians of the 
just rights of the crown, and of their fellow-subjects ; can you sug- 
gest any other way of terminating these disputes, consistent with the 
ideas of justice and propriety conceived by the King's subjects od 
iotk sides the Atlantic V 

A* I do not see how that method can be deemed repugnant to 
the rights of the crown. If the Americans are put into their former 
situation, it must be by an act of parliament ; in the passing of 
which by the king, the rights of the crown are exercised, not in- 
fringed. It is indifferent to the crown, whether the aids received 
from America are granted by parliament here, or by the assemblies 
there, provided the quantum be the same ; and it is my opioioii, thsli 
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more will lye generally granted there voluntarily, than can ever be 
exacted or collected froni thence by authority of parliament. — As 
to the rights of fellow-subjects (I suppose you mean the people of 
Britain)! cannot conceive how those will be infringed by tnat meth- 
od. They will still enjoy the right of granting their own money, 
and may still, if it pleases them, keep up their claim to the right of 
granting ours ; a right they can never exercise properly, for want of 
a sufficient knowledge of us, our circumstances and abilities (to say 
nothing of the little likeUhood there is that we should ever submit to 
it) therefore a right that can be of no good use to them ; and we shall 
continue to enjoy in fact the ri^ht of granting ouf money, with the 
opinion now universally prevaihng among us, that we are free sub- 
jects of the king, and that fellow-subjects of one part of his domin- 
ions are not sovereigns over fellow-subjects in any other part. — If 
the subjects on the different sides of the Atlantic have different and 
opposite ideas of "justice and proprietv," no one " method" can pos- 
sibly be consistent with both. The oest will be, to let each enjoy 
their own opinions, without disturbing them, when they do not inter- 
fere with the comnion good. 

6th. ' And if this method were actually allowed, do you not think 
it would encourage the violent and factious part of the colonists to 
aim at still farther concessions from the mother country V 

A. I do not tliink it would. There may be a few among them 
that deserve the name of factious and violent, as there are in all 
countries ; but these would have little influence, if the great majorin 
ty of sober reasonable j>eople were satisfied. If any colony should 
happen to think that some of your regulations of trade are mconve- 
nient to the general interest of the empire, or prejudicial to them 
without being beneficial to you ; they will state these matters Uy 
pariiament in petitions as heretofore ; but will, I beheve, take no 
violent steps to obtain what they may hope for in time from the wis- 
dom of government here. I know of notnin^ else they can have in 
view : the notion that prevails here of their bemg desirous to set up a 
kingdom or commoii wealth of their own, is, to my certain knowledge, 
entirely groundless. I therefore think, that on a total repeal of all 
duties, laid expressly for the purpose of raising a revenue on the peo- 
ple of America, witnout their consent, the present uneasiness would 
subside ; the agreements not to import would be dissolved ; and the 
commerce flourish as heretofore ; — and I am confirmed in this senti-^ 
ment by all the letters I have received fron> America, and by the 
opinions of all the sensible people who have lately come from thence, 
crown officers excepted. 1 know, indeed, that the people of Boston 
are grievously offended by the quartering of troops among them,-^ 
as they think, contrary to law ; and are very angry with the Board 
of Commissioners who have calumniated them to government ; — but 
as I suppose the withdrawing of those troops may be a consequence 
pf reconciliating measures taking place ; and tiiat the commission 
lalso will be f^ither dissolved if found uselessi or f^ed with j^Are te^n^ 
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prrnl*^ ami prudent men, if still deemed useful and neccssery; Ido 
not imagine those particulars would prevent a return of the harmony 
so much to he wisned.(flf) 

7th. ' If thoy are relieved in part only, what do you, as a reasona- 
l)l(^ and dispassionate man, and an equal friend to both sides, 
ima^inu will ho the probahle consequence ^^ . . 

A. 1 imapne, that repealing the oflensive duties in part will an- 
swer no end to this country; the commerce will remain obstructed, 
and the Americans go on with their schemes of fmgality, industry, 
and manufactun^s, to their own ^at advantage. How much that 
may tend to the pi-eiudice of Bntain, I cannot say; perhaps not so 
uuioh as sonu* apprehend, since she may in time find new markets. 
Wut I tliink, if the union of the two countries continues to subsist, it 
will not hurt the genoml interest; for whatever wealth Britain loses 
by the failing of its trade with the colonies, America will gain ; and 
tfte cmwn w ill riToivo injual aids from its subjects upon the whole, if 
iKkt ft;rt*att»r. 

And now I have answered your questions as to what may be, in 
mv o|uuiou, the consequences of this or that supposed measure; I 
will ^o a little liirther, and tell vou what 1 fear is more likely to comjB 
U> pass in na/ity. 1 apprehend that the ministry', at least the Ameri- 
can part of it, being fully persuaded of the right of parliament ; think 
it ought to be enforced, wnatever may be the consequences ; and at 
the same time do not lx»lieve, there is even now anv abatement of tta 
trade between the two countries on account of tliese disputes ; or that 
if there is, it is small, and cannot long continue. They are assured by 
the crown-officers in America, that manufactures are impossible 
there ; that the discontented are few, and persons of little conse- 
quence ; that almost all the people of property and importance are 
^satisfied, and disposed to submit quietly to the taxing power of pe^ 
liament ; and that, if the revenue-acts are continued, and those du* 
ties only that are called anti-commercial be repealed, and others 
perhaps laid in their stead ; power ere long will be patiently sub- 

(a) " The opposition to Lord Rockingham's administration'^ says 
Lord Chesterneld, " are for taking vigorous, as they call them, but 
I call them violent measures; not less than les dragorfades; and to 
have the tax collected by the troops we have there. F'or my part, I 
never saw a froward child mended by whipping : and I would aot 
have the mother become a step-mother." Letter, No. 360« 

•'It is a certain maxim," pleads Mr. Burke, "that the fewer 
causes of dissatisfaction are left by government, the more the 
subject will be inclined to resist and rebel P " I confess I do not feel 
the least alami from the discontents which are to arise fipom putting 
people at their ease. Nor do I apprehend the destruction of this 
empire ; from {riving, by an act of free grace and indulgence, to two 
niillions of my fellow-citizens, some share of those rights, upon wluch 
I'have always been taught to value myself." Speeches in 1774 
and 1 775. [Edilor^s note to Franklin^s worhl^ 
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uoiitted to, and the agreements not to import be broken, when they 
are found to produce no change of measures here. From these and 
similar misinformations, which seem to be credited, I tliink it likely 
that no thorougli redress of giievances will be aiforded to America 
this session. This may inflame matters stijl more in that country 5 
ferther rash measures there, may create more resentment here ; that 
may produce not merely ill-advised dissolutions of their assemblies, 
as last year, but attempts to dissolve their constitution ; more troops 
may be sent over, which will create more uneasiness ; to justify the 
micasures of governmeitt, your writers will revile the Americans in 
your newspapers, as they have already begun to do ; treating them 
as miscreants, rogues, dastards, rebels, &c* to aUenate the mmds of 
the people here from them, and which will tend farther to diminish 
their affections to this countiy. Possibly too, some of their warm 
patriots may be distracted enough to expose themselves by some 
mad action to be sent for hither ; and government here be indiscreet 
enough to hang them, on the act of Henry VIII# Mutual provoca- 
tions will thus go on to complete the sepamtioh ; and instead of tliat 
cordial affection that once and so long existed, and that harmony so, 
suitable to the circumstances, and so necessary to the happiness^ 
strength, safety, and welfare of botli countries ; an implacable maUce 
and mutual hatred, such as we now see subsisting between tlie 
Spaniards and Portuguese, the Genoese and Corsicans, from the same 
original misconduct in the superior governments, will take place \ 
the sameness of nation, the similarity of religion, manners, and Ian« 
guage, not in the least preventing m om* case, more tlian it did iu 
Sieirs. — I hope,^ however, that this may all prove false prophecy, 
and that you and I may live to see as sincere and perfect a friend- 
ship estabhshed between our respective countries, as has so many 
years subsisted between Mr. Stranan, and his truly aflectionate ola 
fiiend, 

B. FRANICLIN/' 

" Soon after the reoal of Mr. Bernard, Thomas Hutchinson, Esq. 
a native of Boston, was appointed to the government of Massachu- 
setts. All who yet remember his pernicious administration and the 
fatal coqsequences that ensued, agree, that few ages have producai 
a more fit instrument for the purposes of a corrupt court. He was 
dark, intriguing, insinuatmg, naughty and ambitious, while the ex- 
treme of avarice marked each fe>ature of his chai^acter. His abili- 
ties were little elevated above the line of mediocrity ; yet by dint of 
industry, exact temperance, and indefatigable labour, he became 
master of the accomplishndents necessary to acquire popular fame. 
Though bred a merchant, he had looked into the origin and the piin- 
ciples of the British constitution, and made himself acquainted with 
tihe several forms of government established in the colonies ; he ha<i 
iaciquired some knowledge of the convmon laic of England, diligently 
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Mr. H»rchiri?oa was one c4 ihe nrs in Aioenca who fell the full 
v'frisht of pwilar re5enuj>ea:- Hi? fjmiriire was destroyed, and 
Id? bou?^ levelled lo uie er*:Niai in \De tuaK:';is occaacxiea by the 
iKrw?i of the siaraphaci. Ample compensaMi w'as indeed afterwards 
inade him <or ibe Icrss of propeny. but liie siroas prejudices against 
liis political character were never tra^iicaied. 

All pretences to moderaiioa on the pan of the British govenment 
being now laid aside, the fiJl appoinimen: of Mr. Hutchmson to the 
government of the Massachusetts was publicly announced at the 
close of the year 1 769. On his promotion the new OTvemor uniform- 
ly obsened a more high-handed and hauzhty tone than hispiedeces- 
f*Or. He immediately, by an explicit declaration, avowea Us inde- 
pendence on the people, andinfoiiued the leeislauve that his majesty 
had made ample pro\i<ion for liis support without their aid or suflSra-' 
ges. The \igilant giiardians of the rights of the people directly called 
upon him to relinquish the unconstitutional stipend, and to accept 
the free CTants of the general assembly for his sutisisience, as usuallqr 
practised. He replied that an acceptance of this otler would be a 
preach of his instructions from the king. This was his constant 
afK>lf>gy for even' arbitrar\' step. 

S^icure of the favour of his sovereign, and now regardless of the 
pcipiilarity he had formerly courted with such avidit\\ he decidedly 
ti'M^'XftiX the idea of responsibility to, or dependence on, the people, 
w itli ^j^ual inflexibility he disregarded afl arguments used for the 
rxjmoval of the trcx>ps from tlie capital, and pennission to the cotmdl 
and hoijsr; of representatives to i-etiun to the usual seat of govem- 
TO^rit. I lo silently heard their solicitations for this ptupose, and as 
if with a d^si^n to pour contempt on their supphcations and com- 



iw.f .fT^i„„;,u^ «)i ine Kmg's troops ni iiieir stead, and dehvered the 
keys of ili(. r-astlc^ to Colonel Dalryraple, who tlien commanded the 
feititt's troops tluough the province. 



AMERICAN KEVOLUTTION. i^^S 

*Ffae^ 8teps, wMch seemed to t)id defiance to complaint, created 
new (ears in the minds of the people. It reguired the utmost vigi- 
iance to quiet the murmure and prevent the fatal consequences ap- 
prehended from the ebullitions of popular resentment. But^cool, 
deliberate and persevering, the two houses continued to resolve, re- 
monstrate, and protest, against the infractions on their charter, and. 
every dangerous innovation of their rights and privileges. Indeed 
the intrepid and spirited conduct of those, who stood forth undaunted 
at this early crisis of hazard, will dignify their names so long as tlia 
pubhc records shall remain to witness their patriotic firmness. 

Many circumstances rendered it evident that the ministerial partv 
wished a spirit of opposition to the designs of the court might break 
out into violence, even at the expense of blood. This they thought 
would in some degree have sanctioned a measure suggested by one 
of the faction in America, devoted to the arbitrary system, " That 
«ome method must be devised, to take off the original incendiaries, 
whose writings instilled the poison of sedition through the vehicle rf 
ihe Boston Gazette." 

Had this advice been followed, and a few gentlemen of integrity 
and ability, who had spirit sufficient to make an effort in favour a( 
•their country in each colony, have been seized at the same moment, 
and immolated early in the contest on the bloody altar of power, per- 
haps Great Britain might have held the continent in subjection a 
few years longer. 

That they had measures of this nature m contemplation there is 
not a doubt. Several instances of a less atrocicHis nature confirmed 
this opinion, and the tuipitude of design ^hich at this period actua- 
ited the court party was clearly evinced by the attempted assassina- 
tion of the celebrate^ Mr. Otis, justly deemed the first martyr to 
American freedom ; and truth will enrol his name among the most 
distinguished patriots who have expired on the "blood-stained 
theatre of human action." v: 

Fearless of consequences,, Mr. Otis had always given the world 
his opinions both in his writings and his conversation, and had re- 
centiy published some severe strictures on the conduct of the com- 
missioners of the customs and others of the ministerial party, and 
bidding defianqs to resentment, he supported his allegations by the 
signature of his name. 

A few days after this publication appeared, IVfr. Otis, with only 
one gentleman in company, was suddenly assaulted in a public 
room, by a band of nmians armed with swords and bludgeons* 
They were headed by John Robinson, one of the commissioners ojf 
the customs. The Ughts were immediately extinguished, and Mr. 
Otis covered with wounds was lefl for aead, while tiie assassins 
made their way through the crowd which began to assemble ; and 
i)efore their crime was discovered, fortunately for themselves, they 
^escaped soon enough to take refuge on board one of ^e king^s sbip^ 
^luch then lay in the haiboijr. 
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draw his troops fixnn the town within a limitedi term, or hazard th^ 
consequences." 

The inhabitants of the town assembled in Faneuil Hall, where the* 
subject was discussed with becoming spirit, and the people unani* 
mously resolved, that no armed force should be sufTerea lon^r to 
reside in the capital ; that if the king^s troops were not immediately 
withdrawn by tiieir own officers, the governor should be requesetd to 
give orders for their removal, and thereby prevent the necessity of 
more rigorous steps. A committee from the body was deputed to 
wait on the governor, and request him to exert that authority whicb. 
the exigencies of the times required fit)m the supreme magistrate. 
Mr. Samuel Adams, the chairman of the committee, with a patho6 
and address pecuhar to himself, exposed the illegality of quarteringp 
troops in the town hi the midst of peace ; he urged the apprehen- 
sions of the people, and the fatal consequences that might ensue if 
their removal was delayed. 

But no arguments could prevail on Mr. Hutchinson ; who either 
from timidity, or some more censurable cause, evaded acting at all in 
the business, and grounded his refusal on a pretended want of author- 
ity. After which, Col. Dalryraple, wishing to compromise the- 
matter, consented that the twenty-ninth regiment, more culpable 
than any other in the late tumult, should be sent to Castle Island* 
This cx3ni*ession was by no means satisfactory ; the people, inflexi-^ 
bio in tiieir demands, insisted tliat not one British soldier should be 
left within the town ; their reauisition was reluctandy complied witl^ 
and within four days the whole army decamped." 

The circumstances and probable conseqi;ences of the tragical 
affair just related sunk deep into the minds of the people, and were 
turned to the advantage oi their cause. Its anniversary, for many 
years, was observed with great solemnity, and the most eloquent 
orators were successively employed to dehver an annual oration* tQ 
preserve the remembrance of it fresh in their minds. On these oc^ 
casions the blessings of hberty — ^the horrors of slavery — ^the dangers 
of a standing army — the rights of the colonies, and a variety of sudi 
topics, were represented to the public view under their most pleasing 
and farming forms. These annual orations administered fiiel to 
the fire of Uberty, and kept it burning with an incessant flame. 

In 1 773, the spirit of the Americans broke out into open violence. 
The Gaspee, an armed schooner belonging to his Britannie Majesty^ 
had been stationed at Providence, Rhode Island, to prevent smug- 
gling. The vigilance of the conimander irritated the inhabitants to 
that degiee, that about two hundred armed men entered the vessel at 
night, compelled the officers and men to go ashore, and set fire to the 
schooner. A reward of five hundred pounds, offered by govemmoit 

* It was on these orations that Mr. Adams proposed to write " Annals of the American 
Revolution.'* 
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for apprehending any of the persons concerned in this daring act, 
produced no effectusii discovery. 

About this time, the discovery and publication of some private 
confidential letters, written by the royal officers in Boston,* to per- 
sons in office in England, served to confirm the apprehensions of the 
Americans, with respect to the designs of the British government* 
It was now made obvious that more effectual measures would be 
taken to establish the supremacy of the British parUament over the 
colonies. The letters recommended decisive measures, and the 
writers were charged, by the exasperated Americans, with betraying 
their trust and the people they governed. 

J The duplicity oi Mr. Hutchinson was laid open by these letters, 
under his signature, written to some individuals in the British cabi- 
net. They were obtained by the vigilapce of some fi-iends in Eng- 
land, and sent to America. 

A few extracts from the letters of Mr. Hutchinson to Mr. Jacksori, 
3ollan, and others, the year previous to the disturbance in March, 
1770, fully evince his sentiments of stationing and retaining troops ia 
the capital of the Massachusetts. 

^^ Boston^ January y 1769. 
<• Dear Sir, 

" I sent you under a blank cover, by wav of Bristol and Glasgow, the ac- 
count of proceedings in New- York assemoly, which you will find equal to 
those of the Massachusetts. Perhaps if they had no troops, the people toe 
irould have rup riot as we did. Five or six men of war, and three or four regi^^ 
ments, disturb nobody but some of our grave people, who do not love assem- 
blies and concerts, and cannot bear the noise of drums upon a Sunday. I 
know I have not slept in town any three months these two years, in so muck 
•tranquillity, as I have done the three months since the troops came.'' 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Bollan to Mr. Hutchinson. 

" Henrietta Street^ August 11, 1767. 

^* Mr. Paxton has several times told me, that you and some other of my 
friends were of opinion, that standing troops were necessary to support the au- 
thority of the government at Boston, and tnat he was authorized to inform me 
this was your and their opinion. I need not say that I hold in the greateiA 
abomination such outrages that have taken place among you, and am sensible 
it is the duty of all charter, or other subordinate governments, to take due 
care, and punish such proceedings ; and that all governments must be sup- 
]lK)rted by force, when necessary ; yet we must remember how often standing 
forces have introduced greater mischiefs than they retrieved, and I am appre- 
hensive that your distant situation from the centre of all civil and militai/ 
power, might in this case, sooner or later, subject you to peculiar difficulties. 

*' When Malcolm's bad behaviour made a stir here, a minister who seemed 
inclined to make use of standing forces, supposing this might not be agreea- 
ble tome, I avoided giving an opinion, which then appeared needless and im- 
proper, but afterwards, when it was confidently said, that preparations were 
waking to send a considerable number of standing troops, in order to compel 
obedience, I endeavouaed to prevent it." 

* Got* Butchmson, Olirer, &c. 
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Mr. BoHan gdes on to observe, that *^ he bad informed some ii 
gentlemen in England, that he had the highest reason to believe, thftt whoev* 
er should he instrumental in sending over standing troopi to America» vvould 
be cursed to all posterity." 

Extract from Governor Hutchinson's letters to Governor Pownal. 
It is uncertain on what occasion the following assertion was made, 
but it discovers the spirit and wishes of the writer. 

''Boston, Jme 22, 1772. 

** The union of the colonies is pretty well br^ke ; I hope I shall never see 
it renewed. Indeed our sons of liberty are hated and despised bv their former 
brethren in New- York and Pennsylvania, and it must be sometoiiig veiy ex- 
traordinaiy ever to reconcile them." 

Extracts from Mr. Hutcliinson's letters to Mr. Jackson,,Pownal^ 

'imd others. 

" Boston, August 27, 1772. 

'* But before America is settled in peace, it would be necessanr to eo to th^ 
bottom of all the disorder, which has been so long neglected afread^^. The 
opinion that every colony has a legislature within itself, the acts ana doings 
of which are not to be controlled by parliament, and that no legislative power 
ought to be exercised over the colonies, except by their respective Ie|psla* 
tures, gains ground every day : ournews-papers publicly announce this mde- 
pendence every week ; and, what is much more, there is scarcely an asaemb^ 
which has not done it at one time or another. The assembly of this province 
has done as much the last session by their public votes and resolves, and by 
an address which they have sent to Doctor Franklin, to be presented to tw 
king ; so there is sufficient grounds for parliament to proceed, if there is a 
disposition. What, it will be said, can be done ? A test as general as tbfe 
oaths required instead of the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, would be 
most effectual ; but this there is reason to fear would throw America into a 
general confusion, and I doubt the expediency. But can less be done than 
affixing penalties, and disqualifications or incapacities, upon all who by word 
or writing shall deny or call in question the supreme authority of parliamad 
over all parts of the British dominions ? Can it be made necessaiy for all 
judges to oe under oath, to observe all acts of parliament in their judgments ? 
And may not the oaths of all jurors, grand and petit, be so framed as to w* 
elude all a4:is of parliament as the rule of law, as well as law in general terms ? 
And for assemblies or bodies of men, who shall deny the authority of parlia« 
ment, may not all their subsequent proceedings be declared to be ipso facto 
null and void, and every member who shall continue to act in such assembly 
be subject to penalties and incapacities ? I suggest these things for consid6^ 
ation. Every thing depends upon the settlement of this grarul point. If the 
people were convinced that the British nation with one voice condemned the 
doctrine, or that parliament at all events, was determined to maintain its su« 
premacy, we should soon be quiet. If nothing more can be done, there must 
be further provisions for canying the act of trade into execution, which I am 
informed administration are very sensible of, and Lave measures in coDtem- 
plation. Thus you have a few of my sudden thoughts, which I must pray yott 
not to communicate as coming from me." 

To Mr. Jackson. 

** If I consulted nothing but my own ease and quiet, I would propose n^Iect 
and contempt of every affront offered to parliament by the little American 
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arsseTxiblieSy but I should be false to t||ie King, and betray the trust he has ni« 
posed in me. -^ , 

^' To prevent a general revolt, the naval power may for a long course of 
years be sufficient, but to preserve the peace of the colonies, and to continue 
them beneficial to the mother country, this will be to little purpose." 

John Pownal, Esq. 

You know I have been begging for measures to maintain the supremacy 
of parliament. Whilst it is suffered to be denied, all is confusion, and the 
opposition to government is continually gaining strength." 

" Previous to the discovery of these letters there were many persons 
in the province who could not be fully convinced, that at the san^ie 
period when he had put on the guise of compassion to his country, 
when he had promised all his influence to obtain some relaxation oif 
the coercive system, that at that moment Mr. Hutchinspn should be 
so lost to the ideas of sincerity, as to be artfully plotting new embar- 
rassments to the colonies in general, and the most mischievous pro- 
jects against the province he was entrusted to govern." 

An account of these famous letters is given m Franklin's Work% 
which is of sufficient interest and importance to be here introduce!^ 

Dr. FrankUn, havuig presented to the Lord's Conamittee of his 
Majesty's Privy Council for Plantation affairs, tlie Address of the 
House of Representatives of Massachusetts, praying for the removal- 
of Governor Hutchinson and Lieutenant-Governor Oliver, was sum- 
|Honed to appear Jan. 1 1, 1774, at the Council Chamber for exaimr 
ination on tiie subject of the Address. 

Present, Lord President, the Secretaries of State, and many othet 
Liords ; Dr. Franklin and Mr. Bollan ; Mr. Mauduit and Mr. 
Wedderbum. 

[Dr. FranklirCs Letter and the Address^ Mr. PoTsmaPs Letter, and JH^ 
Mauduit^ s Petition^were read.'\ 

Mr. Wedderbum. The address mentions certain papers : I could 
wish to be infoiined what are those papers. 

Dr. FrankUn. They are the letters of Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. 
Oliver. 

Court. Hav€ you brought them ? 

Dr. Franklin. No ; but here are attested copies* 

Court. Do you mean to found a charge upon them ? if you dq^ 
yoM must produce the letters. 

Dr. Franklin. These copies are attested by several gentlemen 
at Boston, and a Notary Public. 

Mr. Wedderbum. My Lords, we shall not take advantage of 
any imperfection in the proof. We admit that the letters are Mr# 
Hutchinson's and Mr. Oliver's hand writing : reserving to ourselves 
tbe right of inquiring how they were obtained. 

23 
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Dr. Franklin* I did not expect that counsel would have been 
employed on this occasion. . 

Court. Had you not notice sent you of Mr. Mauduit's having 

f)etitioned to be heard by counsel on behalf of the governor and 
ieutentant-govemor. 

Dr. Franklin. I did receive such notice ; but I thought this had 
been a matter of politics, not of law, and have not brought my coun- 
sel. 

Court. Where a charge is brought, the parties have a right to be 
heard by counsel or notylis they choose. 

Mr. mauduit. My Lords, I am not a native of that country, as 
these gentlemen are. I know well Dr. Franklin's abilities, and 
wish to put the defence of my friends more upon a parity with the 
attack ; he will not therefore wonder that I choose to appear beibre 

irour lordships with the assistance of counsel. My friends, in their 
etters to me, have desired (if any proceedings, as they say, should be 
had upon this address) that they may have a hearing in their own 
justification, that tlieir innocence may be fiill)^ cleared, and their 
honour vindicated ; and have made provision accordmgly. I do not 
think myself at liberty therefore to give up the assistance of my coun- 
sel, in defending them against this unjust accusation. 

Court. Dr. Franklin may have the assistance of counsel^ or go 
on without it, as he shall choose. 

Dr. Franklin. I desire to have counsel. 

Court. What time do you want ? 

Dr. Franklin. Three weeks. 

Ordered that the fiuther proceedings be on Saturday, 29th in- 
stant. 

The privy council accordingly met on the 29th of January, 1774 ; 
when Mr. Dunning and Mr. John Lee appeared as counsel for the 
assembly, and Mr. Wedderburn as counsel for the governor and 
lieutenant-governor. Mr. Wedderbuni was very long in his an- 
swer; which chiefly related to the mode of obtaining and sending 
away Mr. Whately-s letters ; and spoke of Dr. FrankUn in terms (m 
abuse, wliich never escape from one gentleman towards another. — 
In the event, the committee of the privy council made a report, in 
which was expressed the following opinion. ' The Lords of the com- 
mittee do agree humbly to report, as their opinion to your Majesty, 
that the petition is founded upon resolutions formed on false and erro- 
neous allegations ; and is groundless, vexatious, and scandalous ; and 
calculated only for the seditious purposes of keephig up a spirit of clam- 
our and discontent in the said pi-o\ance. And the Lords of the com- 
mittee do further humbly report to your majesty, that nothing has 
been laid before them whicn does or can, in their opinion, in any 
manner, or in any degree, impeach the honour, integrity, or conduct 
of the said governor or Ueutenant-governor ; and their Lordships are 
humbly of opinion, that the said petition ought to be diafnissea.' 

Feb. 7th, 1 774. ' His Majesty taking the said report into consid- 
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Oration, was pleased, with the advice of his privy council, to approve 
thereof; and to order that the said petition of the house of represent- 
atives of the province of Massachusetts Bay be dismissed the board 
— as groundless, vexatious, and scandalous ; and calculated only 
for the seditious purpose of keeping up a spirit of clamour and discon- 
tent in the said province,' — A former petition against Governor Ber- 
nard met with a dismission couched in similar terms. 

To the Printer of the Public A^rtiser.^ 
Sir, 

Finding that two gentlemen have been unfortunately engaged in a 
diiel about a transaction and its circumstances, of which both of them 
are totally ignorant and innocent ; I think it incumbent upon me to 
declare (for the prevention of farther mischief, as far as cuch a de- 
claration may contribute to prevent it) that I alone am the person 
who obtained and transmitted to Boston the letters in question. Mr. 
W. could not communicate them, because they were never in his 
possession ; and for the same reason, they could not be taken frorri 
nim by Mr. T. — They were not of the nature oi private letters be- 
tween friends. They were written by public officers to pereons jA 
public stations, on pubUc affairs, and intended to procure public 
measures ; they were therefore handed to other public persons who 
might be influenced by them to produce those measures. Their tend- 
ency was to incense the mother-country against her colonies, and, 
by the steps recommended, to widen the breach ; which they effect- 
ed. — The chief caution expressed with regard to privacy, was, to 
keep their contents from the colony agents ; who the writers appre- 
hended might return them, or copies of them to America. That ap- 
Erehension was, it seems, well founded ; for the first agent who laid 
is hands on them, thought it his duty to transmit them to his conr 
stituents. 

Craven Street^ Dec. 25, 1773. 

B. FRANKLIN, 

Agent for the House of Representatives 

of the Massachusett'^s Bay* r 

*' It was in consequence of this letter that Mr. Wedderburn ven- 
tured to make the most odious personal applications. Mr. Mauduit 
has prudently omitted part of them, in his account of the proceedings 

♦ Some letters had passed in the public prints between Mr. Thomas Whately'i 
brother and Mr. John Temple, concerning^ the manner in which the lett'^rs of Governor' 
Hutchinson, &c. had escaped from among the papers of Mr. Thomas Whately, at this 
Eime deceased. 

The one gentleman wished to avoid the charge of having given them ; the other of 
having taken them. At length the dispute became so personal nnd pointed, that Mr. 
Temple thought it necessary to call the brother into the field. The letter of provocation 
appeared in the morning, and the parties met in the afternoon. Dr. Franklin was not 
then in town ; it was after pome interval that hie received the intelligence. What had 
passed he could not foresee ;' he endeavoured to prevent what still might follow. 
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before the privy council. They are given here altogether howevei^ 
(as well as they could be collected,) to mark the politic^ of the times, 
and the nature of the censures passed in England upon Dr. Frank- 
lin's character. 

' The letters could not have come to Dr. Franklin,' said Mr. 
Wedderbum, ' by fair means. The writers did not give them to 
him ; nor yet did the deceased correspondent, who from our intimacy 
would otherwise have told me of it : Nothing then will acquit Dr. 
Franklhi of the charge of obtaining them by fraudulent or corrupt 
means, for the most malignant of purposes ; unless he stole them, 
(rom the person who stole them. This argument is irrefragable.'— 

' I hope,*iny lords, you will mark [and brand] the man, for the 
honour of this country, of Em-ope, and of mankind. Private corres- 
pondence has hitherto been held sacred, in times of the greatest party 
rage, not only 4n pohtics but religion. — ' He has forfeited all the 
respect of societies and of men . Into what companies will he here- 
after go with an unembanassed face, or the honest intrepidity of vir- 
tue. Men will watch him with a jealous eye ; they will hide their 
papers from him, and lock up their escrutoires. He will henceforth 
esteem it a libel to be called a man of letters ; homo trium liter atum ! 

' But he not only took away the letters from one brother ; but kept 
himself concealecf till he nearly occasioned the murder of the other* 
It is impossible to read his account, expressive of the coolest and most 
dehberate maUce, without horror.' [Here he read the letter ahove; 
Dr. Franklin being all the time present.^ ' Amidst these tragical 
•vents, of one person nearly murdered, of another answerable for 
the issue, of a worthy governor hurt in his dearest interests, the fete 
of America in suspense ; here is a man, who with the utmost insensi- 
bility of remorse, stands up and avow s himself the author of all* I 
can compare it only to Zanga in Dr. Young's Revenge. 

" Know then 'twas 1 : 

I forged the letter, I disposed the picture ; 
I hated, I despised, and I destroy." 

* I ask, my Lords, whether the revengeful temper attributed, by 
poetic fiction only, to the bloody African, is not surpassed by the 
coohiess and apathy of the wily American ?' 

These pleadmgs for a time worked great effect : The lords assent- 
ed, the town was convinced. Dr. Franklin was disgraced,* and Mr. 
Wedderbum seemed in the road for every kind of advancement.— 
Unfortunately for Mr. Wedderbum, the events of the war did not 
correspond with his systems. Unfortunately too for his " irrefraga- 
ble argument," Dr. Franklin afterwards took an oath in chanceiy, 
that at the time that he transmitted the letters, he was ignorant of die 
party towhoni they had been addressed; having himself received 
them from a third person, and for the express purpose of their being 
conveyed to America. Unfortunately also for Mr. Wedderbura's 
"worthy governor," that governor hhnself, before the arrival of Ik. 

♦He was disiaisied from his plate in the Post-oflfce. 
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Frankliii's packet in Boston, sent over one of Dr. Franklin's own 
*' private" letters to England ; expressing some little coyness indeed 
upon the occasion, but desiring secrecy, lest he should be prevented 
procuring more useful intelligence from the same source. Whether 
Mr. Wedderbum in his speech intended to draw a particular case 
and portraiture, for the purpose only of injuring Dr. FrankUn ; or 
meant that his language ana epithets should apply generally to all^ 
whether friends or foes, whose practice should be found, similar to it ; 
is a matter that must be left to be adjusted between Governor 
Hutchinson and Mr. Wedderbum. 

But to return to Dr. Franklin. It was not singular perhaps that 
as a man of honour, he should surrender his name to public scrutiny 
in order to prevent mischief to others, and yet not betray his coadju- 
tor (even to the present moment,) to relieve his own fame from the 
severest obloquy -, but perhaps it belonged to few besides Dr. Frank- 
Kn, to possess mildness and magnanmiity enough, to refrain from 
intemperate expressions and measures, against Mr. Wedderbum 
and his supporters, after all that had passed." 

Soon after this Dr. Franklin returned to America. 

Mr. Walsh, in his usual style of classical eloquence, refering to 
this singular affair, says, — 

" The discussion of the merits of the petition before the Privy 
Council, took place on the 29th of January, 1774; Franklin was 
present, accompanied by some few friends, and the lawyers employ- 
ed for the colony. Mr. Wedderbum, the SoUcitor General of the 
Crown, appeared as coimsel for Hutchinson and his accomplices; 
or, rather, as the gladiator of th*e ministers, who had fixed upon this 
occasion for the prostration of the American advocate, and had as- 
sembled a number of their friends to witness the edifying spectacle. 
Wedderbum gave himself little trouble about vindicating his nominal 
clients, but assailed the intended victim with the most opprobrious 
charges, and the most vehement invective. He held him forth as ' a 
thief and a murderer ;' as, ' havins forfeited all the respect of societies 
and of men.' As he alternated his abuse with humorous sarcasms, 
the members of the council universally laughed aloud and the retain- 
ers of the ministry joined in the choms. Franklin betrayed not the 
least emotion ; he saw and heard with calm dignity ; he only re- 
marked to one of his lawyers, after the predeteranined absolution of 
the culprits, that he was sincerely sorry to obsei-ve the lords of coun- 
cil behave so indecently, and to finci ' that the coarsest language 
could be grateful to the politest ear.' This scene is one which calls 
for national commemoration, by the pencil of a TmmbuU. It over- 
whelms us witli astonishment, when we reflect that the proper ques- 
tion for consideration, was no other than the solemn complaint and 
prayer of an important province ; that the man thus treated was the 
representative of that, and three other considerable provinces; the 
boast and idol of all the colonies, then in a state of fearful incalescence ; 
venerable for his age, his geiiius, his discoveries and writings as a 
lihilosopher aod a moralist ; one whom all Europe besid»Si ^^i^ 
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emulously seeking to honour ; and of whom the exalted countiyman 
of Wedderburn, Lord Karnes, wrote not long after his Sketches of 
the History of Man,— ^' Dr. Franklin^ of Philadelphia, a man who 
makes a great figure in the learned world, and who would make a 
still greater figure for benevolence and candour, were virtue as much 
regarded in this declining age as knowledge' 

In a letter on this subject, addressed to a friend, he also observes : 
" On this occasion I think fit to acquaint you, that there has lately 
fallen into my hands, part of a con-espondence, that I have reason to 
believe laid the foundation of most, if not all, of our present griev- 
ances. I am not at Uberty to tell through what channel I received 
it ; and I have engaged that it shall not be printed, nor any copies 
taken of the whole, or any part of it'; but I am allowed to let it be 
seen by some men of worth in the province, for their satisfaction only. 
In confidence of your preserving inviolably my engagement, 1 send 
you enclosed the original lettei-s, to obviate every pretence of unfair- 
ness in copying, interpolation, or omission." 

" Thus," says Dr. Hosack, " Dr. Franklin perfonned a service 
which his situation as a public agent reouired of him. But notwitb* 
standing the secrecy with which it had beeli conducted, the letters 
wei-e soon after published by the assembly of Massachusetts ; not 
however until after the appearance of other copies in Boston, pro- 
duced by a member who, it was reported, had just received them 
from England."* 

" The celebrated affair of Oliver and Hutchinson's letters," says 
Mr. Walsh, again " exemplified the complete pi^dcnninance in the 
mind of Franklin, of love of country, and the sense of official duty, 
over every suggestion of a temporising prudence, and every consid- 
eration of personal advantage. When accident put into his hands 
the libellous and treacherous letters of the governor, lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, and other royal servants at Boston, it was enough for him to 
believe that they ought to be communicated to those whom th^ 
particularly concerned, to fulfil the obligation at once, fearlessly 
committing the ulterior results to Providence. He took, however, 
in pursuance of the high motives opon which he acted, every precau- 
tion in his power against sinister consequences. He kept inviolably, 
to the end of his life, under a severe trial of fortitude, the engage- 
ment of secrecy which he had contracted, as to the names of me 
individuals from whom he had received the letters ; but though he 
foresaw a tempest of obloquy, he did not hesitate a moment to dis- 
close, in the most public manner, his own share in the transaction, 
as soon as he knew the disclosure to be necessary for the prevention 
ofmischief to an individual erroneously imphcated."t 

" But it is time that I should declare to you, that this third person . 
jTrom whom Dr. Franklin received tliese famous letters, (and permit 
mc to add, that this is the first time the fact has been pubhcly diff- 
(dosed,) was Dr. Hugh Williamson. 



♦ Df. Hosack'8 Memoir of Dr. WillianwoD, p. 38. t Delaplaiiie's Repositoij, T0I..S, 
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I have before stated his mission in behalf of the academy. Dr. 
WilUamson had now arrived in London. Feeling a lively interest 
in the momentous questions then agitated, and susjpecting that a 
clandestine correspondence, hostile to the interest 01 the colonies^ 
vv^as carried on between Hutchinson and certain leading members of 
the British Cabinet, he determined to ascertain the truth by a bold 
experiment. 

He had learned that Governor Hutchinson's letters were deposited 
in an office different fix^m that in which they ought regularly to have- 
been placed; and having understood that there was fittle exactness 
in the transaction of the business of that office, (it is beheved it was 
the office of a particular department of the treasury,) he immediately 
repaired to it, and addressed, himself to the chief clerk, not finding 
the principal within. Assuming the demeanour of official impor- 
tance, he peremptorily stated, that he had come for the last letters 
that had been received from Governor Hutchinson and Mr. Oliver, 
noticing the office in which they ought regularly to have been 
placed. Without a question being asked, the letters were delivered. 
The clerk, doubtless, supposed him to be an authorized person from 
some other public office. Dr. Williamson immediately carried them 
to Dr. Franklin, and the next day left London for Holland."* 

The Americans, determined to oppose the revenue system of the 
English Parliament in every possible shape, considered the attempt 
of the East-India Company to evade the resolutions of the colonies^ 
and dispose of teas in America, as an indirect mode of taxation^ 
sanctioned by the authority of -Parliament. The people assembled 
in various places, and in the large commercial towns, took measures 
to prevent the landing of the teas. Committees were appointed, and 
armed with extensive powers to inspect merchants' books, to pro- 
pose tests, and make use of other expedients to frustrate the designs 
of the East-India Company. The same spirit pervaded the people 
from New-Hampshire to Georgia. In some places the consignees of 
the teas were intimidated so far as to reUnquish their appointments, 
or to enter into an agreement not to act in that capacity. The cargo 
sent to South Carolina was stored, the consignees being restraint 
fi-om offering the teas for sale. In other provinces, the ships return- 
ed back without discharging their cai^oes. 

It was otherwise in Massachusetts. The tea ships designed foi- 
the supply of Boston, were consigned to the sons, cousins and par- 
ticular friends of Governor Hutchinson. When they werie call^ 
upon to resign, they answered, " that it was out of tlieir power*'^ 
The collector refiisra to give a clearance, unless the vessels were 
discharged of dutiable articles. The governor refused to give a pass 
for the vessels, unless properly qualified fix)m the custom-house. The- 
governor likewise requested admiral Montague to guard the passa- 
ges out of the harbour, and gave orders to suffer no vessels, coasters 
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•Dr. Hoflftck't ]M[«a9ir, p. 39 40. 
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excepted, to pass the fortress from the town, without a pass signed 
by himself. From a combination of these circumstances, the return 
of the tea vessels from Boston was rendered impossible. The inhab- 
itants then had no alternative, but to prevent the landing of the tea, 
01- to suffer it to be landed, and depend on the unanimity of the peo- 
ple not to purchase it, or to destroy the tea, or to suffer a deep-laid 
scheme against their sacred Uberties to take effect. The first would 
have required incessant watching by night, as well ad by day, for a 
period of time, the duration of which no one could compute. The 
second would have been visionary to childishness, by suspending the 
hbeilies of a growing country, on the .self-denial and mscreticm of 
every tea-driimer in the province. They viewed tl\e tea as a vehi- 
cle of an unconstitutional tax, and as inseparably associated with it 

Imm^ately upon the arrival of the tea-sliips in the harbour of 
Boston, the first step taken was to request the consignees to refuse 
the commission. The inhabitants warmly remonstrated against the 
teas being landed in any of their ports, and urged the return of the 
ships without permitting them to break bulk. Resolved not to yieU 
totne smallest vestige ol parliamentary taxation, however disguised, 
a numerous assembly of the most respectable people of Boston and 
its neighbourhood, repaired to the pubhc hall, and drew up a remon- 
strance to the governor, urging the necessity of his order, to send 
back the ships without suffering any part of their cargoes to be land- 
ed. His answer confirmed the opinion, that he was the instigator of 
the measure. 

The storage or detention of a few cargoes of teas is not an object 
in itself sufficient to justify a detail of several pages ; but as the 
subsequsnt severities towards the Massachusetts were grounded oa 
what tnc ministry termed ih^ir refractory behaviour on tms occasion; 
and as those measures were followed by consequences of the highest 
magnitude both to Great Britain and the colonies, a particular nar- 
Tation cf the transactions of the town of Boston is indispensable. 
There tie sword of civil discord was first drawn, which was not 
sheathed until the emancipation of the thirteen colonies from the 
yoke of foreign domination was acknowledged by^the diplomatic seak 
of tlie first powers of Europe. Upon the people of Massachusetts^ 
the bitterest cup of ministenal wrath was poured. 

Amidst the suspense of the time, a rumour was circulated thai 
Admiral Montague was about to seize the ships, and dispose of their 
<:argoes at pubfic auction, vidthin twenty-four horns. This stqp 
would have as effectually secured the duties, as if sold at the stores 
of tlie consignees, and was judged to be only ^finesse to place them 
there on their own terms. On this report, convinced of the necessity 
4Df preventing so bold an attempt, a vast body of people convened 
suddenly, and repaired to one of the largest and most commodkHis 
churches in Boston ; where, previous to any other steps, many fhiitp 
Ic'ss messages were sent to the governor and the consignees, whose 
^midity bad prompted them to a ^eclusioa 6x)m the public eye. Yel 
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they continued to refuse any satisfactory answer ; and while the 
assembled multitude were in quiet consultation on the safest mode 
to prevent the sale and consumption of an herb, noxious at least to 
llie poUtical constitution, the aebates were interrupted by the en- 
trance of the sheriff with an order frcm the governor styling them an 
illegal assenibly, and directing their immediate dispersion. 

This authorative mandate was treated with great contempt, and 
the sheriff instantly hissed out oi' the house. A confused murmiu: 
ensued, both within and without the walls ; but in a few moments 
^11 was again quiet, and the meeting adjourned without day. 

Within an hour after this was known abroad, there appeared a 
great number of persons, clad like the aborigines of the wilderness, 
with tomahawks in tliefr hands and clubs on their shoulders, whO| 
without the least molestation, marched through the streets with silent 
solemnity, and amidst innumerable spectators, proceeded to the 
whaiTCS, boarded the ships, demanded the keys, and without much 
deliberation knocked open the chests, and emptied several thousand 
weight of the finest teas into the ocean. No opposition was made, 
tliough surroimded by the king's ships ; all was silence and dismay. 
• This done, the procession returned through the town in the same 
order and solemnity, as observed in the outset of their attempt. No 
other disorder took place, and it was observed, the stillest night en- 
sued that Boston had enjoyed for several n^onths^ 

The number of persons disguised as Indians is variously stated— 
none put it lower than 60, none higher than 80. The d.estruction 
was effected by the disguised persons, and some young men who 
volunteered ; one of the latter collected the tea wnich fell into the 
shoes of himself and companions, and put it into a phial, and sealed 
it up ; — which phial is novv in his possession, — containmg the same 
tea. — The contrivers of this measure, and those who carried it into 
effect, will never be known ; some few persons have been mention- 
ed as being among the disguised ; but there are many and obvious 
reasons why secresy then, and concealment since, were necessary* 
None of those persons who were confidently said to have been of tb© 

Earty, (except some who were then minors or very young men,) 
ave ever admitted that they were so. Mr. Samuel Adams is 
thought to have been in the counselling of this exploit, and many 
t)ther men who were leadere in the political affairs of the times ; — 
and the hall of council is said to have been in the back room of 
Edes and Gill's printing office, at the comer of the ally leading to 
Brattle-Street church from Court-Street. There are very few auve 
now, who helped to empty the chests of tea, and these few will 
probably be as prudent as those who have eone before them. 

"This duty on tea was reserved (professedly so) as a standing claim 
and exercise of the right assumed by parliament of laying *^^ 
duties.* — ^The colonies, on the repeal, of the stamp-act retr 

*Mr. Burke tella us (in hia speech in 1774) that this preambulary tax had lost ntj 
•we the benefit of the west anii of the east ; had tkrewn open fctiiog-^oors to coal 
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tlieir agreement, so far as related to all other goods, except that on 
^vhich the duty was retained. This was trumpeted hei-e by the 
minister for the colonies as a triumph ; there it was considered only 
as a decent and equitable measure, showing a willingness to meet 
the mother country in (jveiy advance towards a reconciliation ; arid 
Ji disposition to a good understanding was so prevalent, that Mssibly 
tliey might soon have relaxed in the article of tea also. But the 
system of commissioners of customs, officers without end, with fleetB 
and armies for collecting and enforcing those duties, being cohtinu- 
ed; and these acting with much indiscretion and rashness, (giving 
great and unnecessary trouble and obstruction to business, com- 
mencing unjust and vexatious suits, and harassing commerce in all 
its branches, w^hile that minister kept the people in a constant 
state of irritation by instructions which appeared to have no other 
end than the gratifying his private resentments,*) occasioned a per- 
severing adherence to tlieir resolutions in that particular : and the 
©vent should be a lesson to ministers, not to risque through pique, 
the obstructing any one branch of trade ; since the course and cou- 
nection of general business may be tlicrcby disturbed to a degree 
impossible to be foreseen or imagined. For it appears that the colo- 
nies, finding their humble petitions to have this duty repealed, were 
rejected and treated with contempt ; and that the produce of the duty 
was applied to the rewarding, with undeserved salaries and pen- 
siions, every one of their enemies ; the duty itself became more 
odious, and their resolution to starve it, more vigorous and obstinate.— 
The Dutch, the Danes, and French, took tJiis opportunity thus of- 
fered them by our imprudence, and be^an to smuggle their teas into 
the plantations. At first this was something difficult ; but at lengtbf 
jis all business is improved by pmctice, it became easy. A coast 
fiileen hundred miles in length could not in all pails be guarded, 
even by the whole navy of England ; especially where their restrain- 
ing authority was by all the inhabitants deemed unconstitutional^ 
the smuggling of course considered as patriotism. 

It is supposed tliat at least a million of Americans drink tea tuice 
a <lay, which, at the first cost here, can scarce be reckoned, at less 
than half-a-guinea a head per annum. This market, that in the five 
yeai-s which have run on since the act passed, would have paid 
12,500,000 guineas for tea alone, into the coflfers of the company, we 
have wantonly lost to foreigners. — Meanwhile it is said the duties 
liave so dinuuished, that the whole remittance of the last year 

— • - . ■ 

band ; and would be the means of giving^ the profits of the colony trade to every natioBi 
but ourselves. He adds in the same place* " It is indeed a tax of sophistryy a tax of 
pedantry, a tax of disputation, a tax of war and rebellion, a tax for any thing but bene- 
iit to the imposers, or satisfaction to the subject/' (Ed, note to Franklin.) 

*Sorae of his circular letters had been criticized, and e^xposed by one or two of the 
American assemblieiir. 
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amounted to no more tlian the pitiful sum of 85l.* for the expence of 
some hundred thousands, in armed ships and soldiers, to support the 
officers. Hence the tea, and other India goods, which migtit have 
been'sold in America, remain rotting in the company's warehouses ; 
while tliose of foreign ports are known to be cleared by the American 
demand- Hence in some degree, the company's inability to pay 
their bills ; the sinking of their stock, by which millions of property 
have been annihilated ; the lowering of their dividend, whereny so 
many must be distressed ; the loss to government of the stipulated 
400,0001. a year, which must make a proportionable reduction in our 
savings towards the discharge of our enormous debt: 'and hence in 
j)art the severe blow suffered by credit in general, to the ruin of many 
families ; the stagnation of business in Spitalfields and at Manches- 
ter, through want of vent for their goods; — with other future evils, 
which, as they cannot, from the numerous and secret connections in 
general commerce, easily be foreseen, can hardlv be avoided'"! 

No sooner did the new^s of the destmction of the tea reach Great 
Britain, than the Parliament detennined to crush that devoted town. 
On the king's laying the American paper before them, a bill was 
brought in and passed, to " discontinue the lading and discharging, 
landmg and shipping of goods, wares and merchandizes at the tow» 
of Boston, or within the harbour." 

This act, passed March 25, 1 774, and called The Boston Port Billf 
threw the inhabitants into the greatest consternation. The town of 
Boston passed a resolution, expressuig tlieir sense of this oppressive 
measure, and a desire that all the colonies would concur to stop all 
importations from Great Britain. Most of the colonies entered into 
spirited resolutions, on this occasion, to unite with Massachusetts in 
a firm opposition to the unconstitutional measures of the Parliament. 
The first of June, the day on which the Port Bill was to take place. 
Vi^as appointed to be kept as a day of humiliation, fasting and prayer 
throughout the colonies, to seek the divine direction and aid, m that 
critical and gloomy juncture of affairs. 

It ought here to be observed, that tliis rational and pious custom 
of observing fasts in times of distress and impending danger, and of 
celebrating days of public thanksgiving, after having received special 
tokens of divine favour, has ever pi-evailedin New-Endand since its 
first settlement, and in some parts of other states. These public . 
supplications and acknowledgments to Heaven, at the commence- 
ment of hostilities, and during the whole progress of the war, were 
more frequent than usual, and were attended with unconmion fer- 
\ our and solemnity. They were considered by the people, as an 
humble appeal to Heaven for the justness of their cause, and desiga- 

♦ Eighty-five pounds I am assured, my lords, is the whole equivalent, we have rem. ' 
ceivcd for all the hatred aod misohief, and all the infinite losses this kiogdum has suflered 
during that year, in her disputes with North America.' See the Bishop of St. AsapbV 
intended speech. 

t Frankfin's worics, p. 32o. 
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ed to manifest their dependence on the God of Hosts tor aid anJ 
success in maintaining it against their hostile brethren. The prayers 
and public discourses of the clergy, as has already been suj^gested, 
who were friends to their suffering country, (and there were few who 
were not) breathed the spirit of patriotism ; and as their piety and 
integrity had generally secured to them tlie confidence of the people, 
they h?j great influence and success in encouraging them to engage 
in its defence. In this way, that class of citizens aided the cause of 
their country ; and to their pious exertions, under the Great Arbi" 
TKR of human affairs, has been iustly ascribed no inconsiderable 
share of the success and victory that crowned the American arms. 

During the height of the consternation and confusion which the 
Boston Port Bill occasioned, and at tlie veiy time when a town 
meetbg was sitting to consider of it. General Gage, who had been 
appointed to the goveniment of Massachusetts, arrived in the- har- 
bour. His arrival, however, did not allay tlie popular ferment, or 
check the progress of tlie measures then taking to unite the colonies 
in opposition to the oppressive acts of Parliament. He was receiv- 
ed with all the honours usual on such occasions* 

But the Port Bill was not the only act that alarmed the apprehen- 
sions of the Americans. Determined to compel the provmce of 
Massachusetts to submit to their laws, Parliament passed an act 
for *' the better regulating government in the province of Massachu- 
setts Bay." The object of this act was to alter the government, as 
it stood on the charter of King William ; and to make the judges 
and sheriffs dependent on the king, and removeable at his will and 
pleasure. 

This act was soon followed by another, which ordained that any 
person, indicted for murder, or other capital offence committed in 
aiding the magistrates in executing the laws, might be sent by the 
governor, either to any other colony, or to Great Britain, for his tral." 

This was soon followed by the Quebec Bill ; which extended Ihsr 
bounds of that province, and granted many privileges to tlie Roman 
Catholics. The object of this bill was, to secure the attachment of 
that province to the crown of England, and prevent its joining th^ 
Colonies in tlieir resistance of the laws of Parliament. 

But these measures did not intimidate the Americans. On die 
• other hand, they served to confirm their fonner apprehensions of the 
evil designs of government, and to unite the colonies in their oppo- 
sition. A correspondence of opinion with respect to the unconstitu- 
tional acts of Parliament, produced a uniformity of proceedings in 
the colonies. The people generally concurred in a proposition for 
liolding a congress, by deputation from the several colonies, in order 
lo concert measures for the preservation of their rights. Deputies 
were accordingly appointed, and met at Philadelpliia, on the 5tJi of 
September, 1774. 

In this first congress, tlie proceedings were cool, deliberate and 
Ift^al, but marked with unaqimitv and fimnness. Their first act waSN 
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a declaration, or state of their claims as to the enjoyment of all the 
rights of British subjects, and particularly that of taxing themselves 
exclusively, and of regulating the internal police of the colonies, 
which we here insert. 

" Whereas, since the close of the last war, the British ParUament, 
claiming a power, of right, to bind the people of America by statutei^ 
in ail cases whatsoever, hath in some acts expressly imposed taxes 
on them, and hi others, imder various pretences, but in fact for the 
purpose of raising a revenue, hath imposed rates and duties payable 
in these colonies, established a board of commissioners, with uncon- 
stitutional powers, and extended the iurisdiction of Courts of Admi- 
ralty, not only for collecting the said auties, but for the trial of causes 
merely arising within the body of a county. 

And whereas, in consequence of other statutes. Judges, who before 
held only estates at will in their offices, have been made dependant 
on the crown alone for their salaries, and standing armies kept in 
times of peace : And whereas it has lately been resolved in ParUa- 
ment, that by force of a statute, made in the thirty-fifth year of the 
reign of Kin|^ Henry the eighth, colonists may be transported to Eng- 
land^ and tned there upon accusations for treasons, and misprisons, 
or concealments of treasons committed in the colonies, and by a late 
statute, such trials have been directed in cases therein mentioned : 

And whereas, in the last session of ParUament, three statutes were 
made ; one entitled, " An Act to discontinue in such manner and for 
such time as are therein mentioned, the landing and discharging, 
lading or shipping of goods, wares, and merchandize, at the town, 
and within the harbour of Boston, in the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in North America ;" another entitled, "An Act for the better 
regulating the government of tlie Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
New-England ;" and another entitled, " An Act for the impartial 
administration of justice, in cases of persons questioned for any act 
done by them in the execution of the law, or for the suppression of 
riots and timiults, in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New- 
England :" and another statute was then made, " for making more 
effectual provision for the government of tlie Province of Quebec, 
&c." All which statutes are impolitic, unjust, and cniel, as well as 
unconstitutional, and most dangerous and destmctive of American 
rights: 

And whereas. Assemblies have been frequently dissolved, contrarj'- 
to the rights of the people, when they attempted to deliberate on 
grievances ; and their dutifiil, humble, loyal, and reasonable petitions 
to the crown for redress, have been repeatedly treated with contempt, 
by his Majesty's ministers of state : 

The good people of the several colonies of New-Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, Khode-Island and Providence Plantations, Connec- 
ticut, New- York, New- Jersey, Pennsylvania, Newcastle, Kent, and 
Sussex on Delaware^ Maiylandi Vurginia, North Carolina^ and 
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South Carolina, justly alarmed at these arbitrarj' proceedings of Par- 
liament and Administration, have severally elected, constituted, and 
appointed Deputies to meet and sit in General Congress, in the city 
of Philadelphia, in order to obtain such establishment, as that their 
religion, laws, and liberties, may not be subverted : Whereupon the 
Deputies so appointed being now assembled, in a full and free repre- 
sentation of these Colonies, taking into their most serious considera- 
tion, the best means of attaining the ends aforesaid, do in the first 
place, as Englishmen their ancestors in like cases have usually done, 
for asserting and vindicating their rights and liberties, DECLARE, 

That the inhabitants of the Enghsh Colonies in North America, 
]\y the immutable laws of Nature, the principles of the English 
Constitution, and the several Charters or Compacts, have the foUow- 
ing RIGHTS. 

Resolved, N. CD. 1 . That they are entitled to Life, Liberty, 
and Property : and they have never ceded to any sovereign power 
whatever, a right to dispose of either without their consent* 

Resolved, N. C. D. 2. That our ancestors, who first settled these 
Colonies, were at the time of their emigration from the mother coun- 
try, entitled to all the rights, liberties, and immunities of free and nat- 
ural born subjects, widiin the realm of England. 

Resolved, N. C. D. 3. That by such emigration they by no means 
fbrfcited,suiTendered, or lost any of those rights, but that they were, 
and their descendants now are, entitled to the exercise and enjoyment 
of all such of them, as their local and other circumstances enable 
them to exercise and enjoy. 

Resolved, 4. That the foundation of English liberty and of all free 
government, is, a right in the people to participate in their legislative 
council : and as the English Colonists are not represented, and from 
their local and other circumstances cannot properly be represented in 
the British Parliament, they are entitled to a free and exclusive pow- 
er of legislation in their several provincial legislatures, where thdr 
right of representation can alone be preserved, in all cases of taxation 
and internal polity, subject only to the negative of their sovereign, in 
such manner as has be(?n heretofore used and accustomed : But fiom 
the necessity of the case, and a regard to the mutusil interests of 
both countries, we cheerfully consent to the operation of such acts of 
the British Parliament, as are bonajide, restrained to the legulaticm 
of our external commerce, for the purpose of securing the commer- 
cial advantages of the whole Empire to the mother country, wid the 
commercial benefits of its respective members ; excluding every idea 
irf taxation internal or external, for raising a revenue on tlie subject* 
.ir America without their consent. 

Resolved, N. C. D. 5. That the respective Colonies are entitled 
JO the connnon law of England, and more especially to the great and 
uiestinriabk* privilege of being tried by their peers of the vicinage, 
HxiMxiing to the coui-se of that law. 

Hvsf>/vrd, 6. That they are entitled to the benefit of such of the 
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English statutes, as existed at the time of their colonization ; and 
which they have, by experience, respectively found to be applicable 
to tiieir several local andk)ther circumstances. 

Resolved, N. C. D. 7. That these, his Majesty's colonies, are 
likeKvise entitled to all the immunities and pnvileges granted and 
confirmed to them by royal charters, or secured by their several 
codes of provincial laws. 

Resolved, N. C. D. 8. That they have a right peaceably to assem- 
ble, consider of their grievances, and petition the kin^; and that all 
prosecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and comnutments for the 
same, are illegal. 

Resolved, N . C. D. 9. That the keeping a standing army in these 
colonies, in times of peace, without the consent of the legislature of 
that colony in which such army is kept, is against law. 

Resolvea, N. C. D. 10. It is indispensibly necessary to good gov- 
ernment, and rendered essential by the Engush Constitution, that the 
constituent branches of the legislature be independent of each other ; 
that, therefore, the exercise of legislative power in several cok)nies^ 
by a council appointed, during pleasure, by the crown, is unconstitu- 
tional, dangerous, and destructive to the freedom of American legis- 
lation. 

All and each of which, the aforesaid deputies in behaif of them- 
selves, and their constituents, do claim, demand, aiid insist on, as 
their indubitable rights and Uberties ; which cannot be le^lly taken 
from them, altered or abridged by any power whatever, without their 
own consent, by their representatives m their several provincial le- 
gislatures. 

In the course of our inquiry, we find many infringements and vio- 
lations of the foregoing rights, which, from an ardent desire that har- 
mony and mutualintercourse of affection and interest may be restor- 
ed, we pass over for the present, and proceed to state such acts and 
measures as have been adopted since the last war, which demon^ 
strate a system fonned to enslave America. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the following acts of Parliament are 
infiingements and violations of the rights of the colonists ; and that 
the repeal of them is essentially necessary, in order to restore harmo- 
ny between Great Britain and the Amencan Colonies, viz. 
" The several Acts of 4 Geo. III. ch. 15. and ch. 34. — 5 Geo. III. 
Ch. 25.-6 Geo. III. ch. 52.— 7 Geo. III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.-8 
Geo. III. ch. 22. which impose duties for the purpose of raising a 
revenue in America, extend the power of the admiralty courts be- 
yond tlicir ancient limits, deprive the American subject of trial by 
jury, authorise the judge's certificate to indemnify the prosecutor 
from damages, that he mi^ht otherwise be liable to, requiring op- 

Jressive security from a claimant of ships and goods seized, before 
e shall be allowed to defend his property, and are subversive of 
American rights. 
Also 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. intitled, ^^ An Act for the better secur- 
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ing his Majesty's dock-yards, magasdnes, ship^ ammuiutioii, and 
stores,'^ which declares a new offence in America, and deprives the 
American subject of a constitutional trial by jury of the vicina^ 
by authorising the trial of any person charged with the committmg 
any offence described m the said Act out of the realm, to be indicted 
and tried fox the same in any shire or county within the reahn. 

Also the three Acts passed in the last session of Parliament Sx 
stopping tiic port and blocking up the harbour of Boston, for alter- 
ing the cha' ler and government of Massachusetts Bay, and liat 
which is iiiuiled, '^ An Act for the better administration of justice, 
&c." 

Also the Act passed in the same session for establishing the Bo- 
man Catholic Religion in the Province of Quebec, abolishing the 
equitable system of English laws, and erecting a tyranny there, te 
the great danger, (from so total a dissimularitjr of reli^on, law, and 
goverimient) of the neighbouring British colonies, by the assistanee 
of whose blood and treasure the said country was conquered fiom 
France. 

Also the Act passed in the same session for the better pnyyidiag 
suitable quarters for officers and soldiers in his Majesty's service in 
North America. 

Also, that the keeping a standing army in several of these oobnieBt 
in time of peace, without the consent of the legislature of that colony 
in which such army is kept, is against law. 

To these grievous acts and measures Americans cannot submit, 
but in hopes their fellow subjects in Great Britain will, on a leviaoD 
of them, restore us to that state, in which both countries found hap- 
piness and prosperity, we have for the present only resolved to .pif- 
'Sue the following peaceable measures ; 1. To enter into a ncm^m* 
portation, non-consumption, and non-exportation agreement or as- 
sociation. 2. To prepare an Address to tne people of Great BritaiOf 
and a Memorial to the inhabitants of British America : And 3. To 
prepare a loyal Address to his Majesty, agreeable to resolutioos 
already entered into." 

Congress also drew up a petition to the king, complaining of their j^ 
grievances, and praying for a repeal of the unconstitutional and op- 
pressive acts of Parliament. 
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^-Py 9f ^he petition of Congress to the king of England^ to which an ansivef ' \^ 

was refused to he given, 

" To the king^s most eoccellent majesty. — Most gradous sovereign^ h 

We vour majesty's faithful subjects of the colonies of NeW^ i 
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Khode-Islwd, and Providence H^ 
Plantations, Coimecticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylva- ^' 
nia, the counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex on Delawaie) 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, aad South Carolina, in behm ^ 



AMERICAN REVOLDTIOEl, Xi9 

rf ourselves, and the inhabitants of these colonies, who have deputed 
us to represent them in general congress, intreat your majesty's gra- 
cious attention to this our humble petition. 

The union between our mother country and these colonies, and 
the energy of mild andjust goveinment produced benefits so remark- 
ablv important, and anorded such an assurance of their permanency 
and increase, that the wonder and envy of other nations were ex- 
cited, while they beheld Great Britairt rising to a power tlie most 
extraordinary the world had ever known. 

Her rivals, observing that there was no probability of this happy 
connexion being broken by civil dissensions, and apprehending itp 
future effects if left any longer undisturbed, resolved to prevent her 
receiving such continual and formidable accessions of wealth and 
strength, by checking the growth of those settlements from whicljL 
they were to be derived. 

In the prosecution of this attempt, events So unfavourable to the 
design took place, tliat every friend to the interest of Great Britain 
and these colonies, entertained pleasing and reasonable expeclalioa*^ 
of seeing an additional force and exertion immediately given to the 
Operations of the union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement of 
the dominions of the crown, and the removal of ancient and warlike 
enemies to a greater distance. 

At the conclusion, therefore, of the late war, the most glorious and 
advantageous that ever had been carried on by British arms, your 
loyal colonists, having contributed to its success, by such repeated 
and strenuous exertions, as frequently procured them the distin- 
giiislied approbation of your majesty, of the late king, and of parlia- 
ment, doubted not but that they should be permitted, with the rest of 
the empire, to share in the blessings of peace, and the emoluments^ 
of victory and conquest. 

While those recent and honourable acknowledgments of their 
merits remained on record in the journals and acts of that august 
legislature, the parliament, undefaced by the imputation or even the 
suspicion of any offence, they were alarmed by a new system of 
statutes and regulations, adopted for the administration of the colo- 
nies, that filled their minds with the most painful fears and jealousies ; 
and, to their inexpressible astonishment, perceived the danger of a 
foreign quarrel quickly succeeded by doniestic danger, in their judg« 
mcnt of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were these anxieties alleviated by any tendency' in this sj^- 
tern to promote the welfare of Uieir mother country. For though its 
effects were more immediately felt by them, yet its influence ap- 
peared to be injurious to the commerce and prosperity of Great 
Britain. 

We shall decline the ungrateful task of describing the irksome var 
riety of artifices, practised by many of your inajesty's ministers, the 
delusive pretences, fniitlcss terrors, and unavailing severities, that 
liave from time to time been dealt out by them, in their attempt*; to 

9/1 
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execute tliis inipolitic plan, or of tracing through a series of yeatB 
past, the progress of the unhappy diflFerences between Great Britain 
and these colonies, that have flowed fix)m this fatal source. 

Yoiu" majesty's ministers, persevering in their measures, and pro- 
ceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have compelled us t» 
arm in our own defence, and have engaged us in a controversy w 
peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of your still faithful colonists, 
that when we consider whom we must oppose in this contest, and, if 
it continues, what may be the consequences, our own particular 
misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts of our distress. 

Knowing to what violent resentments, and incurable animosities, 
civil discords are apt to exasperate and inflame the contending par- 
ties, we think ourselves requu-ed by indispensible obligations to Al- 
mighty God, to your majesty, to our fellow-subjects, and to ourselves, 
inmiediately touse all tne means in our power, not incompatible \vith 
our safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for averting 
Ihe impending calamities that threaten the British empire. 

Thus called upon to address your majesty on affairs of such mo- 
ment to America, and probably to all your dominions, we are earn- 
estly desirous of performing this office, with the utmost deference for 
your majesty : and we therefore pray, that your majesty's royal 
magnanimity and benevolence may make the most favourable con- 
struction of our expressions on so uncommon an occasion. Could 
we represent in their full force, the sentiments that agitate the minds 
of us your dutiful subjects, we are persuaded your majesty would 
ascribe any seeming deviation from reverence in our language, and 
even in our conduct, not to any reprehensible intention, but to the 
impossibility of reconciling the usual appearances of respect with a 
just attention to our own preservation against those artful and cruel 
enemies, who abuse your royal confidence and authority, for the pur- 
pose of effecting our destruction. 

Attached to your majesty's person, family, and government with 
all the devotion that principle and affection can inspire, connected 
with Great Britain by the strongest ties that can unite societies, and 
deploring every event that tends in any degree to weaken them, wc 
solemnly assure your majesty, that we not only most ardently desire 
the former harmony between her and these colonies may be restored, 
but tliat a concord may be established between them upon so firm a 
basis as to perpetuate its blessings, uninterrupted l)y any fiiture dis- 
sensions, to succeeding generations in both countries, and to transmit 
your majesty's name to posterity, adorned with that signal and last- 
ing glory, that has attended the memory of those illustrious persona- 
ges, whose virtues and abiUties have extricated states from danger- 
ous convulsions, and, by securing happiness to others, have erected 
the most noble and durable monuments to their own fame. 

We beg leave further to assure your majesty, that notwithstanding 
the sufferuigs of your loyal colonists, during the course of this pres- 
ent controversy, our breasts retain too tender a regard for tlie kingdom 
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from which we derive our origin, to request such a reccmciliation as 
might in any manner be inconsistent with her diginty or her wel- 
fare* These, related as we are to her, honour and duty, as well as 
inclination, induce us to support and advance ; and the apprehen- 
sions that now oppress our hearts with unspeakable grief, being once 
removed, your majesty will find your faithfid subjects on this conti- 
nent ready and willing at all times, as they have ever been, with their 
liveis and fortunes, to assert and maintain the rights and interests of 
your msyesty, and of our mother country. 

We therefore beseech your majesty, that your royal authority and 
influence may be graciously interposed to procure us reUef from our 
s^icting fears and jealousies, occasioned by the system before men- 
tioned, and to setde peace through every part of your dominions, viitb 
all humility submitting to your majesty's wise consideration, whether 
it may not be expedient for faciUtating those important purposes, that 
your majesty be pleased to direct some mode, by which the united 
ap]3lications of your faithful colonists to the throne, in pursuance of 
their common councils, may be improved into a happy and perma- 
nent reconciliation ; and that, in the mean time, measures may be 
taken for preventing the further destruction of the lives of your ma- 
jesty's subjects ; and that such statutes as more immediately distress 
any of your majesty's colonies may be repealed. 

For by such arrangements as your majesty's wisdom can form for 
collecting the united sense of your American people, we are con- 
vinced your majesty would receive such satisfactory proofs of the 
disposition of the colonists towards their sovereign and parent state, 
that the wished-for opportunity would soon be restored to them, of 
evincing the sincerity of their professions, by every testimony of de- 
votion bscoming the most dutiful subjects and the most affectionate 
colonists. 

That your majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous reign, and 
that your descenaants may gpvern your dommions with honour to 
themselves and happiness to tneir subjects, is our sincere prayer." 

They signed an association to suspend the importation of British 
goods, and the exportation of American produce, until their griev- 
ances ^ould be redressed. They sent an address to the inhabitants 
of Great Britain, and another to the people of America ; in the former 
of which they enumerated the oppressive steps of Parliament, and 
called on their British brethren not to aid the ministry in enslaving 
their American subjects; and in the latter, they endeavoured to 
confirm the people in a spirited and unanimous determination to 
defend their constitutional rights. 

In the mean time every thmg in Massachusetts wore the appear- 
ance of opposition by force. A new council for the governor had 
been appointed by the crown. New judges were appointed and 
attempted to proceed in the execution of their office. But the juries 
r^fuiied to be sworn imder them. In same counties, the people 
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assembled to pi"cvcnl the courts from proceeding to business ; and is 
Berkshiro they succeeded, setting an example of resistance that has 
liince* been followed, in violation of the laws of the state. 

About this time, also, tfic famous Liberty Tree, which had been 
pruned and ornamented with so much care, in the earlier part of the 
revolution, "' fell a victim to British vengeance, or to some mdividuals 
to whom its shade had become disagreeable." t 

In this situation of aHairs, the day for the annual muster of the 
militia approached. General Gage, apprehensive of some vicdence, 
had tlie preiraution to seize the magazines of ammunition and stores 
at Cambridge and Charlestown, and lodged them in Boston. Tto 
measure, with the fortifying of the neck of land which join* Boston 
to* the main land at Roxbury, caused a universal alarm and ferment. 

On this occasion, an assembly of delegates from all the towns in 
Suffolk countr\% was called ; and several spirited resolutions were 
agreed to. I^hese resolutions were prefaced with a declaration of 
jafiegiance ; but they breathed a spirit of freedom tl\at does honour to 
the delegates. They declared that the late acts of Parliament, and 
the proceedings of General Gage, were glaring infractions of their 
rights and liberties, which their duty called tliem to defend by njl 
lawful means. 

This assembly remonstrated against tlie fortification of Bostoi^ 
Neck, and against the Quebec Bill ; and resolved upon asuspensioa 
df commerce, an encouragement ofarts and manufactures, the hohii 
ing of a provincial congress, and a submission to the measures 
which should be recommended by the continental congress. They 
recommended that the collectors of taxes should not pay any money 
into the treasury, witliout further orders ; tliey also recommended 
pneace and good order, as they meant to act merely upon tlie defen- 
dve. 

In answer to their remonstrance, General Gage assured them that 
he had no intention to prevent the fi-ee egress and regress of the 
inhabitants to and from the town of Boston, and tliat he woiild not 
Suffer any person imdcr his command to injure tlie person or property 
bfanyothis majesty '$ subjects. 

Previous to this, a general assembly hatl been summoned by the 
governor to meet at Salem ; and notwithstanding the wiitfe had oeen 
counlermanded by the governor's proclamation, on account of the 
violence of the times, and the resignation of several of the new coun- 
sellors, yet in defiance of the proclamation, 90 of the newly elected 
•members met at the time and place appointed ; and soon after 
resolved themselves into a Provincial Congress, and adjoumed to 
Concord, 19 miles from Boston, and, after choosing Mr. Hancock 
President, proceeded to business. 
This congress addi-esscd the governor with a rehearsal of their 
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* At the time of the insurrection under Shays and others^ in 1786. 
i J^aofB Life of Otis. 
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diistresses, and took the necessary ste^s for defending their rights. 
They regulated the militia, made provision for supplying tlie treas- 
ury, and furnishing Uie people with anns ; and such was the enthu-^ 
siasm and unioji of the p^ple, that the recommendations of the 
provincial congress tmd tne torce of laws. 

General Gage was incensed at these measures. He declared, in 
his answer to the address, that Britain could never harbour the black 
design of enslaving her subjects, and published a proclamation, in 
which he insinuated that such proceedings amounted to rebellion. 
He also ordered barracks to be erected for the soldiers ; but he found 
ilifliculty in procuring labourers, either in Boston or New- York. 

In the beginning of 1775, the fishery bills were passed in Parlia- 
ment, by wmch the colonies were prohibited to ti-ade with Great 
Britain, Ireland or the West Indies, or to take fish on the banks of 
Newfoundland. 

In the distresses to which these acts of Parliament reduced the 
town of Boston, the unanimity of the colonies was remarkable, in 
the large suppUes of provision furnished by the inhabitants of ditler- 
ent towns, from New-Hampshire to Georgia, and shipped to tlie relief 
of the sufferers. 

In March, 1775, the public indignation was greatly excited by tlic 
following base and most shameful transactions : — 

" The people from the country, whose business called them into 
Boston, were suspected by the officers, of purchasing guns from tlieir 
soldiers. In order to furnish an opportunity to inflict punishment 
and to raise occasic n for a serious quarrel, Lieutenant-Colonel Nes- 
bit, of the forty -seventh regiment, ordered a soldier to offer a coun- 
tryman an old rusty musket. A man from Billerica was caught by 
this bait, and purchased the gun for three dollars. The unfortunate, 
j^an was immediately seized by Nesbit and confined in the guard 
house all night. Early next morning they stripped him entirely 
naked, covered him over with warm tar, and then with feathers, 
placed him on a cart and conducted him through the streets as far as 
hberty-tree, where the people began to collect in vast numbers, and 
the military, fearing for their own safety, dismissed the man, and 
retreated to their barracks. The party consisted of about thirty 

Eenadiers with fixed bayonets, twenty arums and fifes playing the 
ogue^s March, headed by tlie redoubtable Nesbit with a drawn 
-sword ! What an honourable deed for a British field officer and 

Senadiers ! The selectmen of Billerica remonstrated with General 
age respecting this outrage, but obtained no satisfaction."* 
It was about this time that the following ludicrous occurrence 
took place :— ; 

" Some British Officers, soon after Gage's arrival in Boston, 
-^valking on Beacon Hill after sunset, were affiighted by noises in the 
air, (supposed to be flying bugs and beetles,) which they took to be 
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the sound of bullets. They left the hilt with great precipitatioo, 
spread the alarm in their encampment, and wrote ternble accounts 
to England of being shot at with air guns, as appeared hv their 
letters, extracts of which were soon after pubhsbed in iLondoa 
papei-s. Indeed for some time they really believcNd that the Ameri- 
cans were possessed of a kind of magic white powder, which ex- 
ploded and killed without a report." In that much celebrated and 
athnimble poem of the day, M'Fingal, the circumstance is thus 
^tirizcd : 

No more the British colonel runs 
From whizzing beetles as air guns ; 
Thinks horn-bugs, bullets, or through fear 
Musketoes takes for musketeers ; 
Nor 'scapes, as if you'd gained supplies 
From T3eelzebub's whole host of flies, 
No bug these warlike hearts apoals ; 
They better know the sound of balls. 



SECTION vr. 

^'ausbs of the Revolution, assigned by Dr, FrankHtiy and the late Presidtti 

Adams, 

No men had better opportunities to become acquainted with the 
muses which led to our revolution, and improved them with mon 
assiduity and intelligence, than these two gentlemen. These causes 
Dr. Franklin has professedly given at considerable length, in a letter 
which appeared in a London paper of January 7th, 1768, of whicb 
we give an abstract : — It is headed, — 

" Causes of the American Discontents before 1T68#* 

The Waves never rise but wbea the winds blow. 

Prov* 

Sir, 

As the cause of the present ill humour in America, and erf* the 
fesolutions taken there to purchase less of our manufactures, does 
not seem to be generally understood ; it may afford some satis&ctioD 
to your readers, if you ^ve them the following short historical state 
ef facts. 

From the time that the colonies were first considered as capable of 
granting aids to the crown^ down to the end of the last war, it is said, 
that the constant mode of obtaining those aids was, by requisitioo 
made from the crown, through its governors to the several assem- 
blies, in circular letters from the secretary of state, in his Majesty's 
name ; setting forth the occasion, requiring them to take the matter 
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*Thia letter first appeared in a London paper, January 7, 1768, and n^ai afterwaidf 
reprinted as a postscript to Tht true sentiments o/ America, printed for Abnon^ 17^« ^ 
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loto eonsidefatbDy and expressiiig a relianoe on thdr prudence, duty 
and aflection to his Msgesty's government, that they would grant 
auch sums, or raise such numbers <^ men, as were suitable to their 
respective circumstances. 

The colonies being accustcxned to this method, have from time to 
tjme granted money to the crown, or raised troops (or its service, 
^proportion to then- abihties; and during all the last war, beyond 
their anilities ; so that considerable sums were returned them yearly 
by rarliament, as they had exceeded their prc^rtion. 

Had this Imppy method of requisition been continued, (a method 
that left the king's subjects in those remote countries the pleasure of 
lowing their zeal and loyalty, and ofimadning that they recom- 
mended themselves to their sovereign by the liberality of their ro/un- 
tari/ grants) there is no doubt, but all the money that could reasona- 
bly be exj[)ected to be raised from them in any manner might have 
been obtained, mthout the least heart-bumin^, oflence, or breach of 
the harmony of affections and interests that so long subsisted between 
the two countries. 

It was well known, that the colonists universally were of ojHnion. 
that no money could be levied from English subjects, but by their 
own consent, given by themselves or their chosen representatives ; 
that therefore whatever money was to be raised from the people in 
the colonies, must first be granted bv their assembties, as the money 
raised in Britain is first to be granted by the house of commons; that 
this right of granting their oun money, vras essential to English lib- 
erty : and that if any man. or body of men in which they had no rep- 
resentative of their choo^ng, could tax them at {Measure, they could 
not be said to have any propertv. any thing they coukl call their own. 
But as these opinions did not hinder their granting mone\' voluntarily 
and amply, whenever the crown by its senants came into their as- 
semblies (as it does into its parliaments of Britain or Ireland) and 
demanded aids ; therefore tliat metlKxl was chosen ; rather than the 
hateful one of arbitrar\- taxes. 

The person then w^ first projected to lay aside the accustomed 
method of requisition, and to raise mone}' on America by stamps^ 
seems not to have acted wisel}> in deviating from that methoil (which 
the colonists looked upon as constitutional) and thwarting unneces- 
sarih' the fixed prejudices of so great a number of the king's sub- 
jects. — It was not. however, for want of knowledge, that what he 
was about to do would give them offence ; he appears to liave been 
ver}' sensible of this, and apprehensive that it mijght occasion some 
disordei*s ; to prevent or suppress which, he projected another bill 
that was brought in the same session with the Stamp-Act, whereby 
it was to be made lawful for military oMcers in the colanies to quarter 
their soldiers in pritate houses. This seemed intended to awe the 
people into a compliance with tlie other act. Great opposition how* 
ever being raised here against the bill by the agf?nts frnm the colo- 
ni^. and the merchants trading thither, (thp colonists dechnne^ that 
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under siicli a power in the army, no one could look on his housfe a9 
his own, or think he had a home, when soldiers might be thrust into 
it and mixed witli his family at the pleasure of an officer,) that part 
of the hill was dropt; but there still remained a clause, when it 
passed into a law, to oblige the several assemblies to provide quar- 
ters for the soldiers, furnishing them with firing, bedding, candle^ 
small beelr or i-um, and sundry other articles, at the cxpence of um 
several provinces. And this act continued in force when the Stamp- 
Act was repealed ; though if obligatory on the assemblies, it equally 
militated against tlie American principle above mentioned — ^that 
money is not to be mised on English subjects without their consent 

The colonies nevertlieless being put into high good humour by 
the repeal of the Stamp- Act, chose to avoid a fresh dispute upon the 
other, it being tempoiary and soon to expire, never, as they hoped^ 
to revive again ; and in the mean time they, by various ways in dif- 
ferent colonies, provided for the quartering of the troops ; either by 
acts ©f their own asscmbhes, w^ithout taking notice of the act of Par- 
liament^ or by some variety or small diminution, as of salt aiid vine- 
gar, in the supplies required by the act ; that what they did might 
appear a voluntary act of their own, and not done in due obedience 
to an Act of Parliafnent^ which, according to their ideas of their 
rights, they thought hard to obe5\ 

It might have been well if the matter had then passed without no- 
tice ; but a governor having written home an angry and aggravating 
letter upon this conduct in the assembly of his province, the outea 
[proposer*] of the Stamp- Act and his adherents (then in the oppoa- 
tion) raised such a clamour against America, as being in rebellion ^ 
and against those who had been for the repeal of the Stamp- Act, as 
having thereby been encouragers of this supposed rebelhon ; that it 
was thought necessary to enforce the Quartering Act by another act 
of parliament, taking away from the province of New- York (which 
had been the most explicit in its refusal) all the powers of legislation^ 
till it sliould have complied with that act. The news of which great- 
ly alanned the people eveiy where in America, as (it had been said) 
the language of such an act seemed to them to be — obey impliciilg 
lav)s made by the parliament of Great Britain to raise money on you 
without your consent^ or you shall enjoy no rights or privileges at alL 

At the same time a person lately in liigh omcet projected the 
levying more money, from America, by new duties on various arti- 
cles of our own manufacture, (as glass, paper, painters' colours, &c.) 
appointing a new board of customs, and sending over a set of com- 
missioners, with large salaries, to be established at Boston, who 
were to have the care of collecting those duties ; which were by the 
act expressly mentioned to be intended for the payment of the sala- 
.ries of governors, judges, and other officers of the crown in America 
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it being a pretty general opinion here, tliat those officers ought not to 
depend on the people there, for any part of their support* 

[The writer of the letter then states at some length, what were 
the ideas of Americans on this subject.] 

The colonists being thus greatly alarmed, as I said before, by the 
Bews of the act for abolishing the legislature of New- York, and the 
imposition of these new duties, professedly for such disagreeable pur- 
poses, (accompanied by a new set of revenue officers, with large ap- 
pointments, which gave strong suspicions, that more business of the 
same kind was soon to be provided for them, that they might earn 
their salaries ;) began seriously to consider their situation ; and to 
revolve afresh in their minds, grievances which from their respect, 
and love for this country, they nad long borne and seemed almost 
willing to forget* — ^They reflected how lightly the interest of all 
America had been estimated here, when the interests of a, few of the 
inhabitants of Great Britain happened to have the smallest competi- 
tion with it. That the whole American people was forbidden th^ 
advantage of a direct importation of wine, oil, and fruit, from Portu- 
gal ; but must take them loaded with all the expence of a vo\^e 
one thousand leagues round about, being to be landed first in J&Tig'- 
land^ to be re-shipped for America ; expences amounting, in war 
time, at least to thu'ty pounds per cent, more than otherwise they 
would have been charged with ; and all this merely, that a few Por^ 
tugal merchants in London^ may gain a commission on those goods 
passing through their hands. That on a slight complaint of a few 
Virginia merchants, nine colonies liad been restrained from making 
paper-money, become absolutely necessaiy to their internal com* 
merce, from the constant remittance of their gold and silver to Brit-^ 
ain. — But not only the interest of a particmar body of merchants; 
but the interest of any small body of British tradesmen or artificers^ 
has been found, they say, to outweigh that of all the king's subjects 
in the colonies. — ^There cannot be a stronger natural right than that 
©f a man's making the best profit he can of the natural produce of 
his lands, provided he does not thereby hurt the state in general. 
Iron is to be found every where in America, and the beaver fiu^ are 
'the natural produce of that country : hats, and nails, and steel, are 
wanted there as well as here. It is of no importance to the common 
welfare of the empire wliether a subject of the king gets his living 
-with making hats on this, or on that side of the water. Yet the hat- 
ters of England have prevailed to obtain an act in their own favour, 
restraining that manufacture in America ; in order to oblige the 
Americans to send their beaver to England to be manufactured, and 
purchase back the hats, loaded with the charts of a double*trans- 
portation* In the same manner have a f«w nail-makers, and still a 
fimaller body of steel-makers (perhaps there are not half a dozen o^' 
these in England) prevailed totally to forbid by an act of parliament 
the erecting of slitUne-mills, or steel-furnaces in America ; that th(» 
American? may be pbUged to take all their nails ibr ^w bml^njsi^ 
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and steel for their tools, fix>m these artificers, under the same disad- 
vantages. 

Added to these, the Americans remembered tlie act authorisdog 
tlie most cruel insult that perhaps was ever offered by one people to 
another, that of emptying our 'gaols into their settlements ; Scotland 
too having within these two years obtained the privilege it had not 
before, of sending its rogues and villains also to the plantations— J 
say, reflecting on these things, they said one to another, (their news- 
papers are full of such discourses,) " These people are not content 
with making a monopoly of us, (forbidding us to trade with amr other 
country of Europe, and compelling us to buy every thing oi them, 
though in many articles we could furnish ourselves ten, twenty, and 
even to fifty per cent, cheaper elsewhere 5) but now they have as 
good as declared they have a right to tax us ad libitum internally and 
externally; and that our.constitutions and Uberties shall all be takeo 
away, if we do not submit to that claim." 

" They are not content witli the high prices at which they sell us 
their goods, but have now begun to enhance those prices by new 
duties ; and by the expensive apparatus of a new set of officers, 
appear to extend an augmentation and multiplication of those biff- 
thens that shall still be more grievous to us. Our people have been 
foolishly fond of their superfluous modes and manufactures, to the 
impoverishing our own country, carrying off all our cash, and loading 
us with debt ; they will not suffer us to restrain the luxury of our 
inhabitants, as they do that of their own, by laws : they can make 
laws to discourage or prohibit the importation of French superfluities: 
but though those of England are as ruinous to us as the French (Mies 
are to them, if we make a law of that kind, they immediately repeal 
it. Thus they get all our money from us by trade ; and every [iofit 
we can any where make by our fisheries, our produce, or our corn* 
merce, centers finally with them ;— but this does not signify.-Jtis 
time then to take care of ourselves by the best means in our power. 
Let us unite in solemn resolution and engagements with and to each 
other, that we will give these new officers as little trouble as possiblci 
by not consuming the British manufactures on which they are, to 
levy the duties. Let us agree to consume no more of tlieir expen- 
sive gewgaws. Let us live frugally, and let us industriously maflu- 
facture what we can for ourselves : thus we shall be able honourably 
to discharge the debts we already owe them ; and after that, we 
may be able to keep some money in our country, not only for the 
uses of our internal commerce ; but for tlie service of our gracious 
sovereign, whenever he shall have occasion for it, and think proper 
to recjuire it of us in the old constitutional manner. For notwith- 
standmg the reproaches thrown out against us in their public papeis 
and pamphlets, notwithstanding we have been reviled in their s^ate 
as rebels and traitors, we are truly a loyal people. Scotland ha» 
had its rebellions, and England its plots against the present royal 
fsunily ; but America is untmnted with those crimes ; diere lis in it 
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scarce a man, there is not a angle native of our country, who is not 
firnily attached to his king by principle and by affection. But a 
new kind of loyafty seems to be required of us, a loyalty to Parlia- 
ment ; a loyalty that is to extend,-it is said, to a surrender of all our 
properties, whenever a house of commons, in which there is not a 
single member of our choosing, shall think fit to grant them away 
without our consent ; and to a patient suffering the loss of our privi- 
leges as EngHshmen, if we cannot submit to make such surrender. 
We were separated too far from Britain by the ocean, but we were 
united to it by respect and love ; so that we could at any time freely 
have spent our lives and little fortunes in its cause : but this unhappy 
new system of politics tends to dissolve those bands of union, and to 
sever us forever." 

The letter closes in the style of keen irony : — " These are the wild 
ravings of the, at present, half-distracted Americans. To be sure, 
no reasonable man in England can approve of such sentiments, and, 
as 1 said before, I do not pretend to support or justify them : but 1 
sincerely wish, for the sake of the manufactures ana commerce of 
Great Britain, and for the sake of the strength which a firm union 
with our growing colonies would give us ; that these people had 
never been thus needlessly driven out of their senses. 

I am yours, &c. 

F. S."* t 

The pubUc are well acquainted with the style and character of 
tlie writings of the author of^tlie following letters, which throw muck 
new light on the interior of the most important period of our national 
histoiy. We give them without comment, in his own strong, bold, 
frank, unoniamented style. He writes the history of his own times, 
describes scenes and relates facts which fell under his own observa- 
tion, of which he might say with Virgil magna pars fui. No 
wonder that this recitad of past events, which had once fired his 
manly soul and drawn into vigorous >3xercise all its great ener^es, 
should rekindle this spirit, and cause it to break^forth into expedition, 
even in his old age, in the language of these letters. The facts which 
he relates are precious to the historian. 

" Qwncy, November 29, 1816, 
Dr. Morse, 

Dear Sir — 

An history of military operations from Apr?] 19, 1775, to the 3d 
of September, 1783, is not an history of the American Revolution, 
any more than the Marquis of Quiney's military history of Louis 1 4th, 
though much esteemed, is a history of the reign of that monarch. 
The revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people, and in the 

♦F. S. possibly means ' Franklin's Seal.' The paper, however, is undoubtedly the 
production of Dr. Franklin, 
f Frafiklia's Works, pa^ 231. 
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union of the colonies ; both of which were Aibstantially effected 
before hostilities commenced. 

When, where, by what means, and in what manner was this great 
intellectual, moral, and political change accomplished ? Undoubt- 
edly it was begun in tlie towns of Boston ana Salem, where the 
JBritish government first opened their designs, and first urged their 
pretensions. 

In the month of February, 1761, the great cause of Writ of As- 
sistance wa^ argued before the Supreme Judicature of the Provinc6^ 
in the Council Chamber in Boston, and this important question was 
tainted from the beginning, with an odious and corrupt intrigue- 
Chief Justice Stephen Sewall, who was an enlightened friend of 
£berty, having great doubt of the legaUly and constitutionality of titf 
projected Wnt of Assistance, at November Term, 1760, at Saleiii. 
where it was solicited by Cockle, a custom-house officer, had ardered 
the question to be argued before the court the next February tenn 
in Boston ; but Sewall in the mean time died, and Bernard, instead 
ef fulfilling the promises of two of his predecessors, Shirley aiid IW* 
nal, to give the next vacancy on that bench to Col. Otis, appointed 
Hutchinson for the purpose of deciding the fate of the Writs of As- 
tistance, and all other causes in which the claims of Great Britain 
night be directly or indirectly impHcated, though Hutchinson was 
then Lieutenant-Govenior. Judge of Probate, Member of Council \ 
his brother Oliver Secretaf^', and his brother Oliver Judge of thi 
Supreme Court ; and himself furnished with no education to thi 
law, and very little knowledge of it. When the cause came c^ 
however, Mr. Otis displayed so comprehensive a knowledge of thi 
subject, shewed not only tlie iliegaUty of the \^Tit, its insidious and 
mischievous tendency, but he laid open the view's and designs of 
Great Britain in taxing us ; of destroying our charters and agniming 
the powers of our government, legislative, executive and judicial ? 
external and internal, civil and ecclesiastical, temporal and qpiiit- 
ual ; and all this was performed with such a profuskm of leainiu 
sucii convincing argument, and such a torrent of sublime and patfaetie 
eloquence, that a great crowd of spectators and auditors went awa| 
absolutely electrified. The next May Mr. Otis was elected by tbt 
town of Boston into the legislature, and for ten years afterwards } 
during the whole of which period his tongue and lus pen were inces* 
santly employed in enlightening his fellow citizens and countiymeil 
in the knowledge of their rights, and developing and opposing tha 
designs of Great Britain. He governed the town of Boston, ana tha 
House of Representatives, notwithstanding a few eccentricities, with 
a caution, a prudence and sagacity, wliich astonished his fii^Mk 
and confounded his enemies. His fame soon spread through tk 
continent, and three or four years afl:erwards was emulated by Mr. 
Dickinson in his Faimer's Letters, and some other eentlemeB m 
Vugima begBB to thiak. 



AMERICAN REVOLUTION. t^f 

Here then, sir, began the revolution in the principles, views, 
opinion^, and feehngs of the American people. Then- eyes were 
opened to a clear sight of the danger that threatened them and 
their posterity, and the liberties of both in all future generations* 
From Boston these alarms spread through Massachusetts and all 
New-England; and in course to New- York, New- Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, the CaroUnas and Georgia. A gener- 
al aspiration for a union of the colonies soon followed, the first attempt 
at which necessary measure was made in Congress at New- York, 
HI 1 765, of whicn Brigadier Ruggles was President, but Mr. Otis 
the soul. The President and Col. Patridge, Mr. Otis' coUeagueSi 
were devoted Hutcliinsonians. The former ran away 5 Mr. Ogden 
too, a man of great weight in the middle states, also deserted. Ti- 
midity was too general None supported Otis with more uniformity 
and decision than Mackean and Rodney of Delaware. Both of 
those gentlemen ha e repeatedly told me, and Mr. Rodney more fre* 
quetttly, that of all tlie members of that body, not one appeared to 
be so complete a master of every subject, or threw so much light on 
every question, as Mr. Otis. 

Tne rise and progress of this knowled^, the gradual expansion 
and diffusion of the great change in the minds of flie people^ and the 
growing hopes of an union of the colonies, and tlieir dependences^ 
upon it as the future rock of their salvation, cannot be traced but by ft 
diligent peixisal of the pamphlets, news-papers and hand-bills of both 
parties, and the proceedings of the legislatures firom 1761 to 1774> 
when the imion of the colonies was formed. 

If strength should remain, I may hereafter point to a few periods iv 
which knowledge made the greatest advances, and the revolution 
in the understandings and aftections of the people made the most 
rapid progress. 

But I must conclude at present with an assurance of the respect 
and regard ofyoiu- old friend, JOHN ADAMS. 

P. S. I should have candidly added, in its place, that Bernard 
was not bound by the promises of Shirley and Pownal 9 but his fault 
was in appointing a judge so evidently and notoriously partial as 
Hutchinson. Nor do I approve of Shirley's and Pownal's promises 
of a vacancy before it happened ; a practice veiy common in Eu- 
rope, and too frequent in America, before and since the Revolution*. 
I never coimtenanced it in any one instance." 

EPISCOPACY A CAUSE OF THE REVOLUTION. 

*' Quiney^ December 2, 1816. 
JIev* Dr. Morse, 

If I ever comply with yoiu* request, I must make haste and employ 
the few intervals of light which my eyes afford me. 

Where is the man to be found, at this day, when we see Method- 
istical Bishops, Bishop of the Church of England, and Bishops, 
Archbishops and Jesuits of the Church of Rome with indifference^ 
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who will believe, tliat the apprehension of episcopacy contributecfy 
fifty years ago, as much as any other cause, to arouse the attention, 
not only of the inquiring mind, but of the common people, and urge 
them to close thinking on the constitutional authority of Parliament 
over the colonies ? This, nevertheless, was a fact as certains as any 
in the history of North- America. 

I'he objection was not merely to the oiBce of a Bishop, though 
even that was dreaded, as to the authority of Parliament, on which 
it must be founded. I'hu reasoning was this : — The Archbishops 
and Bishops in England can neiilier locate and limit dioeesses ii 
America nor ordain Bishops in any part of the dominions of Great 
Britain, out of the realm, by any law of the kingdom, or of any of the 
colonies, nor by any canon law acknowledged By either. The king 
cannot grant Ins conge cPelire to any people out of his realm. There 
is no power, or pretended power, less than Parliament, that can 
create Bishops in America. But if Parliament can erect dioeesses 
and appoint bishops, they may introduce the whole hierarchy, estab- 
lish tythes, forbid marriages and funerals, establish religion, forbid 
rSsseiiters, make schism neresy, impose penalties extending to life 
and limb, as well as to Uberty and property. 

Here, sir, opens an extensive field of mvestigation, even for a 
young historian, who might be disposed to undertake so laborious an 
•nterprize. The opinions, the pnnciples, the spirit, the temper, the 
views, designs, intrigues and arbitrary exertions of power, displayed 
by the Church of England at that time towards the DtsserUers, as 
iChey were contemptuously called, though, to speak correctly, the 
Churchmen were the real Dissenters — ought to be stated at full 
length. The truth is, that the Congregationalists, the Presbyterians, 
fhe Anabaptists, the Methodists, or even the Quakers or Moravians, 
were each of them as numerous as the Churchmen ; several of them 
immensely more numerous, and all of them together, more than fif- 
teen to one. 

In Virginia the Church of England was established by law, in 
exclusion and without toleration of any other denomination. The 
British statute, called The Act of Uniformity^ was acknowledged as 
law, and carried into execution by the magistrates. It is worthy-of 
inquiry, whether the same law was not in force in Maryland, the 
Carolinas, and Georgia. In Pennsylvania, the Quakers, the Pres- 
byterians, the German Lutherans, and Calvinists, the AjnabaptistSi 
the Methodists, the Dunkers, the Menonists and the Roman Cath- 
ohcs were so numerous, and the Church of England so few, that the 
latter found it difficult to support their cause ; and the ridiculous 
incurVfitions and tergiversations of the Proteus Dr. Smith, and that 
other weaker Proteus, Du Shee, and the bigotry of Coombs, shewed 
their awkward struggles to preserve their cause from contempt. Dr. 
White, now Bishop, then young, behaved with uniform candeutt 
jnoderation and deconim. 
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Id New- York, the Church of England displayed its essential 
character of intolerance. The royal governors, counsellors, judges, 
&c. had such overbearing influence, that they dared to grant large 
tracts of fertile lands to the churches of England, and laid the foun- 
dation of the ample riches they still hold ; v^hile no other denomina- 
tion could obtain any. Even Doctor Rogers' congregation, of 
New- York, numerous and respectable as it was, could never obtain 
a legal tide to a spot to bury their dead. The writings of Livingston 
and iSmilh furnish evidence enough of the spirit of those times. Great 
exertions were made in New- York to propagate Anglican Episco- 
pacy in Connecticut ; and the famous Dr. Cutler, and the more 
iamous Dr. Johnson, and his still more celebrated son, were employ- 
ed with success in that service. With such success, indeed, that an 
English church and an Episcopal minister soon appeared in all the 
towns from New-Haven to New- York. 

The efforts in New-Hampshire and Rhode-Island, though they 
ought to be recoixled, I pass over, and hasten to Massachusetts; and 
here I want to write a volume. Here the clergy and principal gen- 
tlemen among the laity, were high churchmen indeed. Passive obe- 
dience and non-resistance in the most unqualified and unlinme^ 
sense, were their avowed principles in government, and tlie power 
of the church to decree rites and ceremonies, and the authonty of 
the church in controversies of faith, were expUcitly avowed. I know 
not where to begin, nor when to end. The anecdotes which I could 
relate, as an eye and an ear witness, would be innumerable. This 
north precinct of the large and ancient town of Braintree, now call- 
ed Quincy, in which I was bora and bred ; and in which my father, 
grand-father, great-giand-father, and great-great-grand-father lived, 
died, and he buried, was a very focus of Episcopal bigotry, intrigue, 
intolerance and persecution. I could introduce here a dramatis personx 
of names, which I will not now commit to paper, and entertain you 
witli plots and intrigues, which would compose a comedy, equal to 
any of Moliere or Shakspeare, if corruption, prostitution and dupery 
can compose a comedy. Waving this for the present, we will pro- 
ceed to Cambridge. Several branches of our Braintree family of 
vassals had removed and planted themselves in the very front of the 
University, and they must have an Episcopal Chm-ch. Our Brain- 
tree family of Apthorps instantly turned their attention to that seat 
of the muses and dissenters. Mr. East Apthorp, hot from Oxford, 
and still more warmed by holy orders from Episcopal hands, returned 
to his native country ; and soon after arose a splendid edifice, as it 
was then thought, which every body immediately concluded was in- 
tended for an Episcopal Palace, and in time for a Lambeth. All 
sensible men knew that this system could not be effected, but by 
act of Parliament, and if ParUament could do this they could do all 
things ; and what security could Americans have for life, liberty, 
property, or religion ? '\. 
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The society for propagating the gospel, had long penrerted tfaairre- 
flources fix)m their original design, to the support of Church of Eln^land 
ministers. Upon the death of Dr. Miller of Braintree, a satirical 
irony appearea in a news-paper, the point of which tui-ned upon this 
abuse ot the society's resources. Tlnsjeu d? esprit soon produced an 
explosion. Mr. Apthorp came out with an eloquent and zealow 
pamphlet. Dr. Mayhew appeared with liis comparison between 
the charter and conduct of the society, shewing their non-conformitr 
with each other. The controversy soon interested all men, spread 
throtigh America and in Europe, brought forward the aged I^. 
Johnson, and at last the Archbishop of Canterbury. All denominap 
lions in America became interested in it, and began to think of the 
secret, latent principle, upon which all encroachments upon us must 
be founded, the power of Parliament. The nature and extent of 
the authority of rarliament over the colonies was discussed every 
"where, till it was discovered tliat it bad none at all : a conclusioB 
still more forcibly impressed upon the people by the Canada Bill, hj 
which tlie Roman Catholic rehgion, and Popish Bishops wereestab- 
^^siafA in that province, by authority of a British Parhament The 
jpeople said, if Parliament can do this in Canada, they can do the 
same in all the other colonies : and they began to see, and freely to 
say, that Parliament had no authority over them in any case whatso* 
ever. JOHN ADAMS. 

Qtitncy, December 6, 1815. 
Rev. Da. Morse, 

If such was the spirit of the English Church in America, and 
especially in Virginia before the Revolution, can you wonder that 
men so enlightened as Richard Henry Lee and hisbrothers, P^itnci 
Henry, Chancellor Wythe, Chief Justice Pendleton, Mr. Jeflfenmii 
Mr. Madison, &c. though they bad been all educated in thatchurdu 
became afterwards disciples of Lock, Blackbume, Foumeaux, am 
William Penn, and united in destroying all ecclesiastical establiflb- 
ments in that state ? But to return to the narration of the proerefli 
«f investigation into the nature and extent of the jurisdiction of&eat 
Britain, and especially of the authority of Parliament over thfifle 
North American colonies. 

From 1761 to 1764, America was all alive with jealousies and ap- 
prehensions of the designs of the British ministry, and their own gpv* 
emors, and tlieir adherents. In 1 764 Mr. George Grenville movedand 
carried in the house of commons, a number of fifty-five resolutions, that 
it would be expedient to lay taxes, particularly stamp duties, upon % 
the colonies. Here the cloak was thrown off, and the masque triiB' [; 
pled under foot. Notliing in religion or government ever touched li 
the quick the people of all classes in any country, like taxation* 
The cry was, it parhament can tax us, we are undone forever in souli 
body, and estate. T^'^ey can give us what rehgion and government 
they plea^se, and do ./Hat they will with our property, per9pD9 mk 
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Gonsciences. Resistance to the last extremity, at whatever risque, 
musi be made. How often have 1 heard m convensaiion in private 
companies, and how often was it said m the sti^eets, " 1 will never live 
to see such acts of parliament executed in this country ;" and hovC 
constantly was it echoed from man to man, " Nor 1," " Nor I,'' 
" Nor 1 ;" and no man thought it expedient to say " I will." 

I remember to have read somewhere, I believe in the writings of 
Doctor Tillotson, that Providence had been pleased in the person 
of Martin Luther, to raise up a bold and daring genius, a proper 
wedge for splitting so hard and knotty a block, as the Papal usurpa* 
tion up6n mankind. Providence was now raising up, in the persoo 
of Mr. Otis, a genius equally bold and daring, eoually well temper-^ 
ed and qualified as a wedge, to split the knotty lignum vitas block 
ef parliamentary usurpation over the colonies. 

Mr. Otis, whose tongue and whose pen had never been idle in the 
cause of his country from 1761, now printed his " Rights of the Col- 
onies asserted and proved," a work that was so popular that it wag 
read in the house of representatives, and went out to the public un- 
der a kind of sanction from that body, who bv their resolutions 
Bolenmly denied the right of parliament to tax the colonies. The 
next year, on the 2^th of May, i 766, the same resolution was adopt* 
cd in Virginia, and not long afterwards by all the other colonies. 
Between me denial of Massachusetts and that of Virginia, viz. oa 
the 22d of March 1765, the stamp-act was passed. 

Here then was a declaration of war on both sides. Here were 
already two nations directly and explicitly at issue, concerning their 
fimdamental laws. For if the sovereignty of the empire was vested 
in parliament, a denial of its right to tax the colonies, was a declara- 
tion of total independence on parliament -, and the stamp-act was a 
declaration of war against the colonies by king, lords and commons. 
As tlie king had conspued with his lords and commons, in this trea- 
enable invasion of the legal sovereignties of the colonies, his Majesty 
was upon their principles a rebel ; a traitor; and a declared enemy; 
and they had a right if they pleased to *' cashier him.'*'^ (notwithstatid- 
JDg the musical condolence of Mi*. Burke against Dr. Price,) in the 
stiictest sense of the Doctor's expression. Nay, they had as Clear a 
right to hang, draw and quarter him, upon their principles, as he had 
upon his, notwithstanding his anoinment with holy oil, to practice 
a similar inhumanity upon Samuel Adams and John Hancock, for 
which tie lias recorded to endless ages, so ardent a desire. 

At this period, events crowd upon my memory in such numbers, 
ftat 1 can only refer you to the records and journals of 1764 and 
1765. Massachusetts wrote circular letters to all the colonies, re-* 
guesting a ginioral congress. Ministerial monkeiy was practised ia 
New- Hampshire, Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia, to prevent 
those colonies from sending delegates. Nine colonies only wer^ 
y^resented i|i the congress, who met on tb» 7th of OcuAmj 1775* 

26 



202 ORIGIN OF TliE 

While Mr. Otis was absent upon this legation, Mr. Samuel Adanw 
was chosen by the to^vn of Boston, a member of the legislature of the 
province. It Otis was Martin Luther, Samuel Adams was^ John 
Ualvin. If Luther was rough, hasty, and loved good cheer, Calvin 
was cool, abstemious, pohshed and refined, though more inflexible, 
uniform and consistent. The people in Boston, New- York, Phila- 
delphia, Charleston and every where else, arose like a hurricane, and 
bore down the stamp-act, the stamps, their officers and principal 
abettors as nullities. 

This open resistance by force was a virtual declaration by the 
people of all the colonies, of their independence on parliament and 
on me crown too, whenever that crown should cease to defend and 

Rrotect their fundamental laws and essential liberties, and especiai- 
j when it united with lords and commons, in a plan to destroy them 
all. For this resistance was as decided to the executive, as it was to 
flie legislative power of Great Britain. 

The violent sensation, and the profound reflections, excited by this 
universal hostility to the whole authority of Great Britain, settiDff at 
open defiance all its boasted power, disseminated the freedom of in- 
quiry, and the spirit of investigation, into the four comers of the co!(> 
niesi The principles, the objects, and the ends of government, becams 
the topics of discussion in all companies, and at the firesides of private 
families. Writers on the law of nations were more read, and nxne 
definite notions of our relations to Great Britain were formed, thn 
ever had prevailed. The opinions of the people were more unani- 
mous at that epoch, than they ever have been since. No party wai 
yet formed against their country. A gi-eat majority of the pailid 
friends of Great Britain, would acknowledge the rectitude di the 
American cause, and would vote against the authority of parliament. 
Their last resort was to the omnipotence of Great Britain, and tb 
imbecility of the colonies. It was a child of five yeai-s old chaUengii{ 
his father to single combat. The boy was right, and the man wroD( 
arbitrary, cruel; but resistance was vain, and would only provob 
the old gentleman to greater moroseness, and more cruel severity. 

It has been a <)uestion, long since forgotten, whether, if Great 
Britain had persevered in support of the stamp-act, and sent a mill' 
tary force of ships and troops to enforce its execution, the people of 
the Colonies would then have resisted ? Dr. Chaimcy and Dr. 
Mayhew, in sermons which they preached and printed afler the 
repeal of the stamp-act, have left to posterity their explicit opinions 
upon this question. If my more extensive familiarity with the senti- 
ments and fceUngs of the people in the eastern, western and south- 
ern counties of Massachuselts, may apologize for my presumtion,! 
subscribe without a doubt, to the opinions of Chauncy and Mayhew. 
What would have been the consequence of resistance in arms f 
Here opens an unbounded field of speculation. The condition of 
Britain, tlie state of parties in it ; the state of FVance and Spain 5 the 
ungristled youth gf G«orge 3d, the unpopularity of bis mother and 
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preceptor, would have forced Chatham into power ; and Chatham 
might have &llen from a more enviable height than Napoleon has 
in 1815. JOHN ADAMS. 

t 

Quincyy December 22, 1815 — Feast of the Pilgrims. 
Dear Sir, 

You are examining me upon interrogatories. I must tell you the 
truth, and nothing but the truth. But to tell you the whole truth is 
impossible. It would require more volumes than I can calculate. 
I am as incapable of composing or writing them, as I am of com- 
manding the sun to stand still. I can only note a few broken hints. 

In 1765 the colonies were more unanimous, than they ever have 
been since, either as colonies or states. No party was formed against 
their country. The few who voted against the general sentiment, 
were but an hundlful. The resistance m America was so universal, 
and so determined, that Great Britain, with all her omnipotence, 
dared not attempt to enforce her pretensions. She retreated, and 
resorted to an insidious policy. She was, by too long practice and 
habit, too perfect a mistress of the maxim, " In bello, stratagemata 
sunt licita^^^ to forget it upon this critical emergency. She saw, she 
felt that she could do nothing without her Chatham,. He was called 
in to command the forlorn hope, and at the same time to invent the 
*' ruse de guerre.^^ Ducente Chatham, the stamp-act was repealed ; 
and the statute passed, that " Parliament was sovereign over the 
colonies, in all cases whatsoever." Such was the great Chatham, a 
great national minister, because he always flattered and gratified the 
national passion for war, victory and conquest ; but he was not a 
wise minister. He was not an Elizabeth's minister. He was not 
a Cecil.-^He died a martyr to his idol. He fell in the House of 
Lords, with the sovereignty of Parliament in his mouth. 

Who, or which was the most extravagant, Great Britain in open- 
ly and avowedly asserting the sovereignty of the seas ; Napoleon, 
without asserting, yet attempting to exercise, the sovereignty of 
Europe by land ; or Chatham, perishing with the sovereignty of 
Parliament over the whole globe ? For, if Parliament had any sove- 
rei^ty beyond the realm, they had it wherever they could carry 
their arms and conquests in Europe, Asia, Africa and America. A 
more universal empire than Napoleon, Louis XIV. Heniy IV. or 
Charlemagne ever usurped or assumed. 

When me immortal Chatham had established, in the laws of his 
kingdom, and in the minds of his people, (for they were his in a stricter 
sense than they were those of George the Third) his fundamental 
principle, that " Parliament was sovereign^ supreme^ unlimited and 
uncontrollable over the colonies j in all parts of the world^^^ the ministry 
had recourse to address, intrigue, artifice and stratagem. Hopes and 
fears, promises and threatenings, avarice and ambition were excit- 
ed. Promotion, advancement, honour, glory, wealth and power 
were promised ; disgrace, niin, poverty, contempt, torture apddeatji 
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were threatened. And this pious, mcnral system iras pursued, witfa 
stf-ady and invariable perseverance, for ten years, i. e. from 1765 to 
1775. And what was their success I — Blot it out, my tears ! But 
the recording an^l has noted it. and my lamentations would be vaio. 
f n the course of these ten years they foiined, and organised, and dril- 
led, and disciplined a party in favour of Great Britain, and thej 
educed and oeluded, nearly one tliird of the "people of the colonies. 

If you can spare the time, and take the pains to inquire, you may 
(ind a catalogue in New-Hampshire. Khode-lsland, Connecticut 
New-Vork, Xew- Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vi^ 
ginia, North-Carolina, South-Carobna, and Georgia, of names; 
anK)ng whom were many men of the first rank, station, property, 
education, influence and power, who. in 1765. had been real or pre- 
tended Americans, converted, during this period, to real Britons. 

Let me confine myself to Massachusetts, and here to a few only of 
individuals. In 1764 and 1765, Harrison Gray, Esq. Treasurer of 
the Province, and member of his majesty's council, and CoL Brattk^ 
of Cambridge, also a member of his majesty- s council, and colooei 
of a regiment of militia, were both as open and decided Americans as 
James Otis. In 1 766, Dr. Mayhew, who had been an oracle to the 
treasurer, died, and left him without a Mentor. Had Mayhew lived, 
it is believed that Gray would never have been a refugee. ButtiiB- 
seducers prevailed, though he had connected his blood with an Oti% 
by marrying his beautiful daughter, to a brother of the great patrkti 
Jamos Otis, Jr. 

Bratde was a divine, a lawyer, and a physician, and however 
superficial ui each character. Had acquired great popularity by Ui 
zeal, and I must say by his indiscreet and indecorous ostentation cf 
it, against the measures of the British government. The two svdbtk 
^irits, Hutchinson and Sewall, saw his character, as well as Trow- 
bridge, who had been his rival at the bar, for many years. SewaJI 
was the chosen spirit, to convert Brattle. Sewall became, all at 
once, intimate with Brattle. Brattle was soon converted, and soon 
announced a Brigadier-General in the militia. From this momeot 
the tories pronoimced Brattle a convert, and the whigs, an apostate. 
This rank in the militia, in time of peace, was an innovation, and it 
was instantly perceived to have been invented to take in the gudgeon* 

Jonathan Sewall, Daniel Leonard, and Samuel Quincy, were ray 
brother barristers at the bar, and my cordial, confidential and bosom 
friends. I never, in the whole course of my life, lived with any men 
in more perfect intimacy. They had all been patriots, as decidedf 
as I believed, as I was. I have already hinted at the manner and 
means of SewalPs conversion. 

Daniel Leonard was the only child of CoL Ephraim Leonard, of 
Norton. He was a scholar, a lawyer, and an orator, according to 
the standard of those days. As a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, even down to the year 1770, he made the most aident 
speeches, which were dehvered in that house, against Great Britaifiy 
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and in ftivour of the colonies. His popularity became alanning. 
The two sagacious spirits, Hutchinson and Sewall, soon penetrat^ 
his character, of which, indeed, he had exhibited very visiole proofs. 
He had married a daughter of Mr. Hammock, who had left her a 
portion, as it was thou^t, in that day. He wore a broad gold lace, 
round the rim of his hat ; he had made his ^loak glitter, with laces 
still broader. He had set up his chariot and pair, and constantly 
travelled in it from Taunton to Boston. This made the world stare. 
It was a novelty. Not another lawyer in the province, attorney or 
barrister, of whatever age, reputation, rank or station, presumed to 
ride in a coach or chariot. The discerning ones soon perceived that 
wealth and power must have charms to a heart that aelighted in so 
much finery, and indulged in such universal expense. Such marks 
could not escape the vigilant eyes of the two arch-tempters, Hutch- 
inson and Sewall, who had more art, insinuation and address, than 
all the rest of their party. Poor Daniel was beset, with great zeal 
for his converson. Hutchinson sent for him, courted him with the 
ardour of a lover, reasoned with him, flattered him, overawed him, 
frightened him, invited him to come frequently to his house. As I 
was intimate with Mr. Leonard, during the whole of this process, I 
had the substance of this information from his own moutn ; was a 
witness to the progress of the impression made upon him, and to 
many of the labours and struggles of his mind, between his interest, 
or his vanity, and his duty. 

Samuel Quincy was bom in the same town and parish with me. 
I was three years at college with him, and as intimate with him as 
with any one there. We were sworn at the bar in October, 1758, 
together on the same day. He was upright at first in his views, 
though he meddled not much in politics ; but he belonged to a club 
"who affected to be thought neutral, though fheir real propensities 
were all on one side. This gentleman could not escape the notice 
of Hutchinson, and Sewall, who had married his cousin. History 
must search the human heart. Josiah Quincy, Jr. who was by many 
-years younger than Samuel, his brother ; many years after him at 
college and at the bar ; possessing more energy of character, more 
ardour of spirit, more obstinate, and patient, and persevering applica- 
tion to study, and to business, and an eloquence more popular and 
imposing than all his other qualities, and openly espousing the cause 
of his country : soon eclipsed his brother, and attracted and com- 
manded much more business and much more important and lucra- 
tive business in his profession, than his elder brother. Such a rivalry 
and such a jealousy, was more than human nature could bear, at 
least in this instance. Hutchinson and Sewall perceived it. They 
accordingly applied their magic arts to him. He was made Solicitor- 
General as successor to Sewall ; and became henceforward, a tory 
and a refugee. 

My class-mate Brown, a solid, Judicious character, was once a 
disciple of James Otis, and a cordial supporter of bim and his cause* 
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in the House of Representatives. This I know fhxn his own lips, 
as well as from his recorded votes. But they made him a Judge of 
the Superior Court, and that society made him a refugee. A tory, 
I verily believe, he never was. 

I know the grief, the resentment and the rage, that this narration 
will excite in many families. But 1 owe nothing to them, and every 
thing to truth. I could descend to minuter details, and to many 
infenor examples, in Boston and Massachusetts *, but these may 
suffice, for the present, as specimens or exemplifications of the arts 
that were employed in all me colonies for ten years, i. e. from 1 765 
to 1775, to divide the people, and form a party in favour of Great 
Britain. Where is the historian, who can and will travel through 
the United States and investigate all the similar intrigues in each of 
them for tlie same purpose ? Yet, without this, the real history of 
ihe United States, and especially of their revolution, never can be 
written. I could crowd sheets oi paper with anecdotes and names 
which would surprise you, of conversions in the other states. If 
you insist upon it, I may hereafter give you a few of the most con- 
spicuous names and characters- But I give you notice, that not one 
of your friends, tlie federahsts, through the continent, will thank you 
for your curiosity. 

Tlicre is another very remarkable source of liistorioal information, 
now totally forgotten. So unanimous were the sentiments, and so 
universal the congenial feelings of the people of Massachusetts, in 
1764 and 1765, that almost if not quite, every town in the province, 
was aroused to instruct their representatives in General Court 5 all 
breathing the same spirit ; all decided against submission. These 
instnictions were read in the house, and it was proposed and expect- 
ed, tliat they should be published in volumes. But the expense, and 
cspeciallv the repeal of the stamp-act, prcvented it. I know not 
how well, or how ill, the records and files of our legislature have been 
preserved ; but these documents ought now to be found somewli^ie. 
Still less do I know how the records of town^ have been kept or pre- 
served ; but these instructions ought to be in the hands of the Town- 
Clerks. 

There is another large tract of inquiry to be travelled, in the cor- 
respondence of the committees of the town of Boston, with the othor 
towns and states, commonly called the committees of correspon- 
dence. For reasons too numerous to be stated at present, I never 
belonged to any of these committees, and have never seen one of 
their letters sent or received. None of them have ever been publish- 
ed, at least I have never seen one. Nevertheless, I doubt not they 
exist. Where thev are I know not, and I never knew. Indeed 1 
never inquired. But in my opinion, the history of the United States 
never can be written, till uiey are . discovered. What an engine ! 
France imitated it, and produced a revolution. Englandand 
Scotland were upon the point of imitating it, in order to produce 
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another revolution ; and all Europe was inclined to imitate it, for the 
same revolutionary purpose. 

The history of the world for the last thuly years, is a sufficient 
commentary upon it. That history ought to convince all mankind, 
that committees of secrect correspondence, are dangerous machines ; 
that they are caustics, and incision knives ; to which recourse should 
be had but in the last extremities of hfe — in the last question between 
life and death. 

In this year, 1 765, the congress met at New- York. Their pro- 
ceedings must be stated : but it must also be remembered, that a 
Eart of that body, very important at that time, was hostile to the 
usiness ; and their influence is visible in the complexion of the re- 
sults. The assembly, nevertheless, was so promment a phenome- 
non, as to draw the attention of other nations, as well as this, to the 
question concerning the authority of parliament, and raised the hopes 
of the people to a union of the colonies, to be accompUshed and per- 
fected by tuture more universal congresses, for their defence, protec- 
tion, and security. I am su", as ever, 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Quincyy January bth^ IB 16. 
Dr. Morse, 

The trials of the officer and soldiers who were indicted for the 
slaughter in King-street, were pending for the greatest part of the 
year 1770, and when they came on, consumea six or seven davs 
each. The discussions and decisions in those cases convinced tne 
people, that they could depend on noprotection against the sovereign- 
ty of Parhament, but Providence and their own arms. Accordingly 
they were found in Boston and all the neighbouring towns, forming 
companies for voluntary military exercises. Even Salem, Marble* 
head, and Newbury caught the flame, though the county of Es- 
sex, next to Worcester and Hampshire, was the last to abandon the 
ministry and their governors. 

These trials, as important in the history of mankind, as any that 
are recorded in the history of jurisprudence, never have been and 
never can be truly, impartially and faithfully, represented to posterity. 
The first was taken down and transmitted to England by a Scottish 
or English stenographer, without any known authority but his own. 
The British goveniment have never permitted it to see the light, and 
probably never will. 

The second trial was taken by the same stenographer by permission 
of the cjofurt, and allowed to be published. Tne court allowed him 
to shew his manuscript to the council. He brought it to me. Upon 
reading it over, 1 found so much inaccuracy and so many errors, that 
I scratched out everything but the legal authorities, and the testimo- 
nies of the witnesses. Mr. Quincy and Mr. Paine were consulted^ 
and the resuh of their leliberations appears in the printed trisd. Mr. 
Sewall) the attomey-geuiraly who ought at the faazard^of his e^cist- 
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encc to have conducted those prosecutions, disappeared : and Mr* 
Paine and Mr. Samuel Quincy were substituted, no body knew 
whether by the court or the attorney-general. I leave to the masters 
of chess, to make their reflections on this curious arrangement gS 
kings, luiights and pawns, upon the board. I speculated little on 
these puppet shows and idle games. To the law and the testimony, 
was my only maxim. The law and the testimony prevailed, and 
destroyed as much of my popularity, as Mr. Pitt lost by accepting a 
peeraee and a pension. It was instantly propagated, tliat I had been 
Dribea by an immense fee to sell my country. I never uttered a 
woitl, or suggested a hint alluding to tees, from first to last. A single 
guhiea was put into my hand by the Irish infant, for a retaining fee; 
ten ^linens were offered on the first trial, and eight at the second, 
and a('(*epted without lookuig at them, or uttering a word. These 
nuioteen guineas wei'e all the fees I ever received for a whole year of 
distressing aiLxietVi and for thirteen or fourteen days of the hardest 
labour, in the trials, that I ever went through. Add to all this, tlie 
taunts, and scoHs, and bitter reproaches of the whigs ; and the gifisliiiE 
and tittering of the tories, which was more provoking than suT the 

rvsU . ^ 

This great event turned the attention of all the colonies to it, and 
the supremacy of Pailiament stared all men in the face. If Parlia- 
ment was omnipotent, could enact what statutes they pleased, aoi 
employ armies and navies, governors, counsellors ana judges to in- 
terpret them, and carry them into execution ; of what use could our 
house of representatives be ? And what were our religion, libertieSi 
properties or existence worth ? 1 recollect no event, which increased 
the horror of Parhamentar^' usurpation so much as this. The ioin> 
nals, the pamphlets, and the records of this period ought to becoUect- 
ed, and exammed with patient attention. About this period, partiei 
in England were as angry as in America. Wilkes and Junius ^jffr 
tatcd king, ministry, parliament and nation. Oppositions pi^etencfed 
friondshi|j for America : but no members of either house, of adminia- 
tration or opposition, ever dared to avow the true American princi- 

1)le, or to express a doubt of the supreme, unlimited authority of Ptf- 
iament, over all the dominions of the crown. 

Standing armies in time of peace, stationed in populous cities to 
preserve internal peace, Cato's letters, and the Independent Whig 
and all the writings of Trenchard and Gordon Mrs. Macauley's 
history. Burgh's political disquisitions, Clarendon's histoiy uf the 
civil war, and all the writings relative to the revolutions in Lingtand} 
became fashionable reading. 

Hutchinson, whose ambition made him as weak as water, had de- 
clared publicly in council, that he had no authority over the king^ 
troops: that the military force had a separate rx)mmand, andne 
could do nothing without Dalrymple. Good God ! said the public, 
18 this our situation already ? Is a militaiy authority already erectr 
td over the civil wthority } Or independent ^ it 2 Jfi a lisulfifiaiit 

/ I 
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colonel of a regiment, commander in chief of the commander in 
chief of the province ? Or even independent upon him ? We re- 
member the time when Brigadier Timothy Rug^es, commander in 
chief of Massachusetts troops, was put under the command of a 
British ensign for a whole campaign. Is the whole civil autRority 
of the province, now to be placed under the command^of a lieuten- 
ant-colonel of a British regiment ? To talk or think of liberty dr 
Srivileges, under a military government, is as idle and absurd, as un- 
er an ecclesiastical government. 

How slightly soever historians may have past over this event, the 
blood of the martyrs, right or wrong, proved to be the seeds of the 
congregation. Not the battle of Lexington or Bunkers' Hill : not the 
surrender of Burgoyne or Comwallis, were more important events in 
American history, than the battle of King-street, on the 5th of 
March, 1770. 

The town of Boston instituted an annual oration in commemora- 
tion of this catastrophe, " Upon the danger of standing armies sta- 
tioned in populous cities, in time of peace," and among the first ora- 
tors, were such names as Hancock, Warren and Lovel. 

These orations were read, I had almost said, by every body that 
could read, and scarcely ever with dry eyes. They have now been 
continued for forty-five years. Will jrou read them all ? They were 
not long continuea in their original design : but other gentlemen, with 
other views, had influence enough to obtain a change from " stand- 
ing armies" to " feelings which produced the revolution." Of these 
forty-five orations, I have read as many as I have seen. They have 
varied with all the changes of our politics. They have been made 
the engine of bringing forward to public notice, young gentlemen'of 
promising genius, whose connections and sentiments were tolerable 
to the prevailing opinions of the moment. There is juvenile ingenu- 
ity in all that 1 have read. There are few men of consequence 
among us, who did not commence their career by an oration on the 
fiftli of xMLarch. I have read these orations, with a mixture of grief,, 
pleasure and pity. Young gentlemen of genius describing scenes 
they never saw, and descanting on feelings they never felt, — ^and 
which great pains had been taken that they never should feel. — 
When will these orations end ? And when will they cease to be 
monuments of the fluctuations of public opinion, and general feeling 
in Boston, Massachusetts, New-England and the United States ? 
They are infinitely more indicative of the feelings of the moment, 
than of the feelings that produced the revolution. 

Remember, Sir, that I am not writing history, or annals. I am 
only stating a few facts, and suggesting a few hints. If I could be 
50 yeai-s younger, and had nothing better to do, I would have these 
orations collected and printed in volumes ; and then write the histo- 
ry of the last forty-five years in commentaries upon them. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

^7 
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Quincy, January Ut, 1816- 
Dr. Morse, 

From 1 760 to 1766, was the purest period of patriotism. From 
1766 to 1776, was the period of corruption. From 1775 to 1783 was 
the period of war, not a revolutionary war, for the revolution \ya8 
completed in the minds of the people, and the union of the colonies, 
before the war commenced in the skirmishes of Concord and Lex- 
ington, on the 1 9th of April, 1 775. In 1 766 commenced the separa- 
tion of parties. The stamp-act was repealed ; universal rejoicings 
had run like wild fire through the continent ; but Chatham's declara- 
tory act of the sovereignty of Parliament hung Uke a cloud over the 
whole American continent ; thinking men and discerning eyes saw 
it, and amidst all the po(jular rejoicings, dreaded its ominous appear- 
ance. The public opinion thought it a brutumfulmen, a mere de^ 
vice to preserve the nominal dignity of Great Britain, without any 
intention of ever bringing it forward into action. When the general 
court met in May, Mr. Otis's services, sacrifices and exertioiis had 
been so splendid, that the house of representatives, by a spontaneous 
and almost unanimous feeUng of gratitude, chose him their speaker. 
Bernard negatived him. Hutchinson, without whom Bernard was 
toothing, was instandy believed to be the adviser to this declaratioD 
of hostilitv. The conviction flashed like lightning throu^ the com- 
munity, that the soverei^ty of parliament was not to be relinquished, 
and that future calamities must be expected. The house df repre- 
sentatives was electrified to such a degree, that when the election of 
counselloi-s came upon the carpet, Hutchinson, though lieutenant- 
governor and chief justice, and all his brother judges of the superior 
court of judicature, court of assizes, and general gaol deUvery, were 
turned out of the counsel, and a general looking for future troubles 
took place. It was now seen that every man who espous^ the 
cause of his country, must prepare himself for the fate of a martjrr, or 
confessor ; and that every man, of any consequence, wIk> womd be- 
tray his country, might expect lucmtlve, as well as honourable n> 
wards. Honourable, I mean, in the common sense of the word in 
the world. It was not long, before these apprehensions were con- 
firmed. A bill was brought into parliament, imposing taxes on 
glass, tea, paper, colours, &c. imported into the colonies. 
The great Chatham was destined to 

** Close his long glories with a sigh to find 
*' The unwilling gratitude of base mankind." 

Although his name still carried great power ; the mortification arising 
from the loss of so much of his popularity, by his acceptance of a 
peerage and a pension : the unbounded liecentiousness of the pre* 
in abusing him for it ; and perhaps above all, the embarrassments 
he had found in forming a ministry among the factions of Rocking- 
ham, and Bedford, and Bute, when his brother. Lord Temple, and 
even the Duke of Portland, deserted him ; aggravated the natural 
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and habitual infirmity of liis constitution, and rendered him incapa* 
ble of that activity in business, and that fire, which inspired every 
body with his own enthusiasm, and which had been so conspicuous in 
allparts of his former Ufe. 

TJiis new act of tyrannical taxation, rekindled all the fires of oppo- 
sition and resistance, on this side the water. The associations against 
its execution were universal through all the c^olonies, and ought to 
be stated and related in detail; because they illustrate the pro- 
gress of the revolution in the minds of the people against the authori- 
ty of. parUament, towards a union of the colonies, and total indepen- 
cfenceon the one hand ; and the progress of corruption and seduction 
on tlie other. Anotlier innovation was contrived, and a board of 
commissioners of the customs erected *, but the remonstrances and 
associations ag£unst the execution of the acts were so formidable, 
that the ministry thought it necessary to $end a fleet and army to 
protect Temple, Hallowell, Faxton, Birch and Robertson, and 
their adherents and followers. In 1768 there appeared a general 
disposition to oppose their landing, by force. But many gentlemen 
apprehending confiision from unconcerted resistance, took measures, 
ilbr inviting a convention of the province. The circumstances of 
this year ought to be distinctly developed, and the result of the con- 
vention stated. The fleet was drawn up to fire upon the town, and 
protect the landing of those illustrious personages, the commissioners, 
and their drunken secretary, and their defenders, the troops, which 
were given out to be four thousand men, though probably they were 
not half the number. These poor creatures, the soldiers, were in a 
forlorn condition. No barracks, no shelter, hungry and cold. The 
inhabitants shut their doors, and would admit panthers and serpents 
as soon. The address of their officers upon this dangerous crisis, I 
shall never forget. They became suppliants, and appealed to hu- 
manity. Had the door of a citizen been broken to let in the soldiers, 
such was the inflammation of spirits, that they would all have been 
made prisoners before morning. But the officers had too much 
sense. They put themselves and their men upon the compassion- 
ate list. "The poor soldiers were innocent; they knew not whjr 
they were sent here. Can you see your fellow creatures perish ia 
your streets, for want of shelter." Humanity prevailed. The troops 
were paraded on the common ; one regiment appeared every day in 
Brattle-square, with their left flank before the front of the white 
house, where I then lived. Every morning I saw from my front 
windows Major Small, exercising his battalion or his regiment, and 
admired his patient, persevering assiduity no less than the regularity 
of his men. What were my reflectbns and feeling at these sights ! 
Poor puppets ! You know nothing of the invisible hand which 
dances you upon its wires ! no more than the cogs and wheels of 
a clock, of the weights that move tliem, or the hand which they 
point to. The men who understand the machinery, and are the first 
springs of its movements, know no more pf what they are doing, 
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thaji you do. They are heaping up vengeance against the day of 
vengeance, .against you, against themselves, and against unnum- 
bered thousands of others, as innocent as you. Major Small and I 
passed each other every day, but never spoke. Twenty years af- 
terwards, we passed each other at public places of amusements in 
London, as Dido and ^neas passed each other in the shades, but 
never spoke. The troops lived in Boston for a few months more 
than a year, as the aUied forces now reside in France, the blood of 
the inhabitants boiling with indignation, and the continent sympa- 
ihizmg with them. Wrangles and quarrels frequently occurred be- 
tween the citizens and the soldiers ; exasperation increased on both 
sides, till it broke out in the melancholy catastrophe of the 8th of 
March; 1 770. Now appeared the spirit of freemen. Multitudes 
from Boston, and the neighbouring towns, assembled sppntaneousljr 
the next day, and from day to day* Strong guards were placed ii^ 
the State-house, and every man appeared to be ready at the toll of ^:- 
bell, or the sound of a gun, to turn out with his arms. The assembl^^ 
applied ta the governor and council ; Mr. Hutchinson was lieuten — 
ant-governor and commander in chief. — Collard Dalr3m(iple was senflc 
for. Samuel Adams appeared in his true character. His caution-^ 
his discretion, his ingenuity, his sagacity, his self command, his f 
ence of mind, and his intrepidity, commanded the admiratioii 
loud applauses of both parties. The troops were ordered to the 
tie, ana Lord North called them from this time, " Samuel Adams '^ 
two regiments." JOHN ADAMS. 

Quinqf, January 20, 1816. 
Dear Sir, 

In the order of time, I have passed over a tragical event, which 
excited much' interest, and contributed largely to render the sove- 
reignty of ParUament odious, detestable, and horrible to the people y 
and I can conscientiously add, accelerated the catastrophe of the 
fifth of March, 1770. 

In 1769, a little before the recal of Governor Bernard," the British 
frigate, The RosCy sent a lieutenant, a midshipman, and a press-gang 
of sailors, on board a ship of Mr. Hooper, of Marblehead, then re^ 
turning from Bilboa, upon the recruiting service. The lieutenant 
demanded of the captain a sight of his crew. The crew were called* 
" Are here all ?" No answer. " Search the ship," said the impe- 
rious lieutenant. Away flew the midshipman, and his gang of loyal 
sailors, through every part of the ship, to search for hidden seamen* 
At last the cry was heard, " here they are." Four sailors had lai 
themselves in the fore-peak of the ship, the place most likely to be 
overlooked in a search. The fore-peak was immediately invaded 
by the Ueiitenant, the midshipman, and the whole press-gang, armed 
with swords and pistols. Michael Corbett and Lieutenant Panton 
ar^ed the cause ; but neither being cx>nvinced, resort was had to thi 
ratio ultima, and an amiable youth was laid dead at the feet o(A& 
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chael Corbett. A boat was sent to the Rose, and a strong rein- 
forcement to tlie press-gang, who soon broke down all before them, 
seized the four sailors, one of whom was bleeding, with an arm brok- 
en by a pistol-ball, shot by the midshipman, at random, among the 
four, in the first assault upon the fore-peak. 

A special Court of Admiralty was summoned, according to act of 
Parliament, to try these four sailors for piracy and murder on the 
high seas, in killing Lieutenant Panton ; when in law, truth, and 
conscience, the commander of the Rose frigate ought to have been 
prosecuted for piracy and murder on the high seas, in illegally sending 
a press-gang to enslave freemen, and compelling them, in self-de- 
fence, to destroy their invader and intended destroyer ; or, in the 
better language of the boatswain of the Rose frigate, " to deprive 
honest men of their hberty." 

The constitution of this court ought to be stated by an historian. 
It consisted of the governors of Massachusetts, Bernard, and New- 
Hampshire, Wentworth; Judge of Admiralty, xA-Uchmuty; Com- 
mander of the Navy, Commodore Hood ; and Counsellors from 
several colonies, to the number of fifteen. Whether Hutchinson 
sat as Lieutenant-Governor or as Chief Justice, I know not. When 
the court opened, the counsel of the poor prisoners presented pleas 
to the jurisdiclion of the court, and if that should be overruled, re- 
questing and demanding that ajury should be summoned, to try the 
facts, according to tlie course of*^ the common law. 

What has become of the records of this court ; whether they 
have been sent to Halifax, or to London ; whether they remain in 
any repository in Boston, or whether they have been burned, like 
most of the records of this world, I know not. But if they exist, they 
will show four pleas, drawn at great length, stating the laws, princi- 
ples and reasonings on which they were founded, and each ol them 
signed by one of the four prisoners, or by his counsel. These plead- 
ings, contempitible as they may appesur, at this day, cost the counsel 
many days of painful research, and the mere composition, and 
draught of them, cost more than one sleepless night, in the hand- 
writing. 

When the prisoners were arraigned, they presented these four 
pleas to the court ; and their counsel appeared, to support them^ 
with his arguments and books of authority, against Mr. Sewall him- 
self, and the other counsel for the crown. But the counsel, on 
neither side, were permitted to say a word. Hutchinson started 
up, and with a countenance, which remains deeply engraven on my 
retina to this hour, expressive of the designs ana passions, the fears 
and apprehensions, that agitated and tormented his soul, dioved that 
the court should adjourn to the Council Chamber. No opposition ! 
No reason pro or con — ^the countenances of the innocents, and the 
simple, on the bench, indicating some surprize; but the knowing ones 
manifesting a knowledge, or at least a pleasing conjecture of the 
0dCT%U TheprisQoera wer^ remanded ; parties, witnesses, counsei» 
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audience, dismissed ; and the court adjourned to the Council Cham- 
ber, where .they remained in secret conclave till late in the evening. 
When they arose, it was given out, and propagated through iSe 
town, that they had decided in favour of the pleas, and that jurors 
were to be summoned the next momins, to trjr the prisoners. 

Whether this nmiour had any foundation in truth, or whether it 
was invented, and circulated, to soften the keen asperity of the public 
feeling, I know not ; but this is certain, the court met again early 
next morning, in secret conclave, in the Council Chamber ; and 
then it was believed, by many, conjectured by more, and reported 
generally, that Hutchinson, and his confidential few, had been 
alaimed at the decision of the preceding evening, and had contrived 
a secret meeting, in the mormng, to reconsider the vote. Whether 
there was any truth in these whispers, rumours, and murmurs, I 
know not ; but one thin^ is certain, that when the court opened m 
form, the four pleas, without permitting one word to be said fcr 
them, or against them, by the counsel, on either side, were pro- 
nounced by the president, Bernard, to be overruled. 

The prisoners were now at the bar, and the trial commenced* 
The witnesses, on both sides, examined, and cross-examined. All 
agreed, in every fact and circumstance. No contradictory testi- 
mony. British sailors, and American sailors, all agi*eed. What 
morality, and what religion. Dr. Morse, in these sons of Neptune ! 
Oh ! for the honour of hunian nature, that I could say the same of 
the court ! 

When the examination was ended, and taken down by the clerk, 
and the counsel, in writing, the argument of counsel was expected. 
The counsel, for the prisoners, had taken great pains to search, and 
research, through every law, human and divine, the doctrine of hom- 
icide, in all its divisions, distinctions, and limitations. As this ym 
said to be a civil law court, he had ransacked every writer, on the 
civil law, that the town of Boston possessed ; he had examined every 
authority, in the laws of England, upon the subject ; and, superad- 
ded to all, he had bi-ought forward that volume of the British statutes 
at large, which contained the " act of Parliament^ which eocpresslg 
prohibited the impressment of seamen in America.^^ All these books 
were piled up, on the table, before him, in the sight of the court, when 
the counsel arose, in the ordinary course of proceedings, to argue tht 
cause of his clients, the poor prisoners at the bar. After addressing 
the court, in the usual style of respect, he begged 'their attention to 
the authorities in law, and to the testiinonies, ^ich he should apply} 
to shew th^t the action of the prisoners, in killing Lieutenant ran- 
ton, coukl amount to nothing more thsxi justifiable homicide, in necesr 
sarv self-defence. 

The words, " justifiable homicide," were scarcely out of his moutb, 
before Hutchinscm started up, in very indecorous naste, and mani 
that the prisoners be remanded, and the court adjourned to the Coun- 
cil Chamber. The prisoners, the crowded audience, the bar, Hk 
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counsel, were all thunder-struck. But what were prisoners, audi- 
ence, bar, or counsel, against " sic volo, sic jubeo, stet pro ratione vol- 
untas ?" The court was adjourned to the Council Chamber, and 
there enclosed, like a conclave of cardinals, in secret intrigues, for 
the rest of the day. • 

When the court opened, the next day, and the prisoners ordered 
to the bar, all the world expected that the trial would commence, 
and the argument, on the law, and the evidence, proceed. But, after 
a solemn pause, and total silence. Governor Bernard, the president 
of the court, arose, and, with a countenance so solemn, and so gloomy, 
as made the audience shudder, as if a sentence of death was com- 
ing, addressed himself to the prisoners, by name, and pronounced, — 
" The court have considered the evidence, in support of the libel 
against you, and are unanimously of opinion, that it amounts only to 
justifiable homicide* You are accordingly acquitted, and discharged 
from your imprisonment." Not another word was said, except by 
Mr. Auchmuty, the Judge of Admiralty, who cried out, " the court 
is unanimous in this opinion." 

I will leave to poets, and writers of romance, to describe the joy 
that glowed in every heart, and lighted every countenance at this 
denouement of the tragedy. One circumstance is too characteristic 
to be omitted. The counsel for the prisoners,* descending from the 
chamber, where the couit sat, to the lower floor of the court-house^ 
was met, at the bottom of the stairs, by the boatswain of the Rose. 
*' Sir," said he, '' we are all greatly obliged to you for your noble 
conduct, in defence of these brave fellows ; yet, sir, this is the em- 
ployment in which I have been almost constantly engaged for twen- 
t\ years, fighting with honest men, to deprive them of their liberty ; 
1 always thought I ought to be hanged for it ; and now I know it." 

This trial. Dr. Morse, is a mystery, never yet explained — a laby- 
rinth, without a clue ! — an enigma that never can be unriddled ! 
Though all hypothesis must be unavailing, in investigating this 
phenomenon, so strange, so unprecedented in the history of junspru- 
dence — I must be permitted to suggest a few hints for your consider- 
ation and inquiry. \ 

1 St. Where can you find a secret Court of Judicature ? In Courts 
Martial ? In the Inquisition ? or in the Lion's Mouth at Venice ? 
The Star-Chamber, and the High Commission Court, in England; 
even Jeffries' Courts were open, and public. 

2d. Here were the Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor, the Cliief 
Justice, the Judge of Admiralty of Massachusetts, the Governor and 
Counsellors from New-Hampshire, Counsellors from Rhode- Island, 
and the Commander in Chief of the Royal Navy, Commodore Hood, 
now, if alive, Lord Bridport, sculking and hiding, in total silence, 
fi:om open court to secret council-chamber, like Indians, fighting 



*Mr. Adams hkiMelf, wlioie modesty iodoced huft to«once«l it. 
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behind bushes, and running, in the dark, fi-om one bush to another, 
to avoid detection. 

3d. Upon what law, upon what principle, were the prisoners ac- 
quitted of piracy and murder ? Nobody knew ; nobody could con- 
jecture. Every honest soul was delighted with the decision ; but 
none knew, or could surmise, upon what grounds it was made. 

4th. Was the decision according to the law of nature, the law of 
nations, the civil law, the common law, or the statute law ? No 
man could answer any of these questions. All was darkness, mys- 
tery, uncertainty, and confusion. The honest lawyers said, " Misera 
servitffs est ubi jus est vagum ant incognitinnJ^'^ 

5th. There was an act of Parliament, expressly forbidding im- 
pressments in America, then lying on the table before the judges, 
pi-oducc^d by the counsel for the prisoners, and ready to be read at a 
moment's warning, which would have justified the decision of the 
court to the king, the English nation, and the American public, 
witiiout any other authority, or a.giunent. Why did not the 
court pennit this statute to be read, or mentioned \ Why did. they 
not pi-oduce it, and i*ead it themselves, if the counsel had, througo 
ignorance or forget fulness, omitted it. 

6th. Can it be credible, that this court, and all the counsel for the 
crown, and all the naval and custom-house officers, were ignorant of 
tlie statute ? However incredible it may appear, I have alWajs 
believed, and still believe, that not one of them all had the least 
knowbidge, or suspicion, that such an act existed. There was, at 
that time, but one copy of the statutes at lar^e, in Massachusetts, 
and that set had been imported by the counsel for the prisoners. 

7. Was the sentence of the court founded on the prificiple of the 
univei-sal illegality of impressment ? I sincerely believe it was ; and, 
moreover, that not one judge, upon that bench, would have dared to 
give an opinion of its legality. The oracular and equivocal dictum 
of Lord Chatham had not then been pronounced, nor the O{^monof 
tiie fii*st Pitt, as ignorant as it was dogmatical, that it was a comnxm 
law prerogative of the ci-own. 

Candour obliges me to acknowledge that Mr. Sewall conducted 
this prosecution like a judicious lawyer, and polite gentleman ; but 
Hutchinson appeared hurried between his teiTor of the crown, and its 
officei-s, on one hand, and his dread of unpopularity on the other. 

No trial had ever interested the community so much before ; ex- 
cited so much (ruriosity and compassion, or so many apprehensions 
of the fatal ronse(iuences of the supremacy of parliamentary mrisdic- 
tion. or the intrigues of parliamentaiy courts. No trial Kad drawn 
together such crowds of auditoi*s from day to day. They were as 
nuiuerous as those in the next vear, at the trials of Preston and the 
soldiei-s. 

Nevertheless, eveiy thing relative to this great event, must remain 
mysteriou s.^. T he whole transaction seems totally forgotten. None 
of our hia^'^il|s appear to have ever heard of it. Mrs. Warren ha<« 
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not remembered it ; and Dr. Gordon nas taken no notice of it ; yet 
Dr. Gordon has minutely related the action of" Mr. Richardson," in 
shooting young Sneider, and its effects. "Mr. Richardson,'' and his 
exploit, were thought worthy to be recorded, wlule Panton smd 
Corbett were to be forgotten ! And who was Ricluirdson ? If there 
was even a colour of justice in the public opinion, he was the most 
abandoned wretch in America. Adultery, mcest, perjury, were re- 
puted to be his ordinary crimes. His life would exhibit an atrocious 
volume. This man was selected, by the Board of Commissioners, 
for a custom-house officer. His naine was sufficient to raise a mob ; 
and I had almost said, to the honour of the mob, "Mr. Richardson,'' 
and the innocent victim, Sneider, ousht to have been remembered ; 
but Panton ajad Corbett ought not to nave been forgotten* Preston 
and his soldiers^ ought to have been forgotten sooner. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

putney y February 13, 18 IB. 
Mr. Niles, 

The American Revolution was not a common event. Its effects 
and consequences have ahready been awful over a great part of the 
globe. And when and where are they to cease ? 

But what do we mean by the American Revolution? Do we 
Tnean the American War ? The revolution was effected, before the 
war commenced. The revolution was in the minds and hearts of 
the people. A chance in their religious sentiments, of their duties 
and oblijgations. While the king, and all in authority under him, 
were believed to govern in justice and mercy, according to the laws 
and constitution derived to them from the Grod of nature, and trans- 
mitted to them by their ancestors — ^they thought themselves bound 
to pray for the king, and queen, and all the royal family, and all in 
authority, under them, as ministers ordained of God for their good« 
But when they saw those powers renouncing all the principles of au- 
thority, and Hent upon the destruction of all the securities of their 
Uves, liberties and properties, they thought it their duty to pray for 
the Continental Congress, and all the thirteen state congresses, &c« 

There might be, and there were others, who thought less about 
religion and conscience, but had certain habitual sentiments of alle* 
glance and lojralty derived from their education ; but believing alle- 
giance and protection to be reciprocal, when protection was with- 
drawn, they thought allegiance was dissolved. 

Another alteration was common to all. The people of America 
had been educated in an habitual affection for England, as their 
mother country ; and while they thought her a kind and tender par- 
ent, (erroneously enough, however, for she never was such a mother,) 
no affection could be more sincere. But when they found her a 
cruel beldam, wilUng like lady Macbeth, to " dash their brains out,'' 
it is no wo^er tf their filial aifections ceased, ^d were changed iDto 
indignation and honor. 
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This radical change in the principles^ opinions, sentiments and affec- 
(ions of the people^ was the real American Revolution. 

By what means, tliis great and important alteration in the reli- 
gious, moral, political and social character of the people of thirteen 
colonies, all oistinct, unconnected and independent of ea«:h other, 
was begun, pursued and accomplished, it is surely interesting to hu- 
manity to investigate, and perpetuate to posterity. 

To this end it is greatly to oe desired that young gentlemen of let 
ters, in all the states, especially in the tliirteen original states, wouU 
luidertake tlic laborious, but certainly interesting and amusing task, 
of searching and collecting all the records, pamphlets, newspapers, 
and even hand-bills, which in any way contributed to chance the 
tem|)er and views of the people, and compose them mto an inaepen- 
dent nation. 

The colonies had grown up under constitutions of government so 
different, there was so great a variety of religions, they were com- 
posed of so many different nations, their customs, manners and hab- 
its had so little resemblance, and tlieir intercourse had been €o rare, 
an(l their knowledge of each other so imperfect, that to unite them 
in t|ie same principles in theory, and the same svstem of action, was 
certainly a very d^cult enterprise. The complete accomplishmeDt 
of it, in so short a time and by such sample means, was, perhaps, a 
singular example in the history of mankind. — ^Thirteen clocks weie 
maSe to strike together ; a perfectbn of mechanism which no atHi 
had ever before effected. 

• In this research, the ^loriorolcs of individual gentlemen, and of 
separate states, is of little consec^u^oce. The means and tbi 
MEASURES are the proper objects of investigation. These may be of 
use to posterity, not only in this nation, but in South America, and 
all other countries. They may teach mankind that revolutions are 
no trifles ; that they ought never to be undertaken rashly ; nor with- 
out deliberate consideration and sober reflection; nor without a solid, 
immutable, eternal foundation of justice and humanity ; nor without 
a people possessed of intelligence, fortitude andintegnty suflBdentto 
caiTy them with steadiness, patience, and perseverance, through all 
the vicissitudes of fortune, the fiery trials and melanciH>ly cbsastos 
they may have to encounter. 

The town of Boston early instituted an annual oration on the 
fourth of July, in commemoration of the principles and feelii^ 
which contributed to produce the revolution. Many of those ora- 
tions 1 have heard, and all that I could obtain 1 have read. Much 
ingenuity and elocjuence appears upon every subject, except tbo« 

Snnciples and feehngs. Tnat of my honest and amiable neighbcHrr 
osiah Quincy, appeared to me the most directiy to the purpose of 
the institution. Those principles and feelings ought to be traced 
back for two hundred years, and sought in the histoiy rf the oountiy 
from the Arst plantations in America. Nor should the prindpleB 
and feelings of the EngUsh and Scotch towards the colonies^ througli 
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that whole period ever be forgptten. The perpetual discordance l)e- 
tweeu British principles and feelings, and ot those of America, the 
next year after the suppression of the French power in America, 
came to a oisis, and produced an explosion. 

It was not until after the annihilation of the French dominion in 
America, that any Britisli ministry had dared to gratify their own 
wishes, and tlie desire of the nation, by projecting a formal plan for 
raising a national revenue from America, by parhamentary taxa- 
tion. The; fii-st gi*eat manifestation of tliis desigii, was by the order 
to carry into slnct execution those acts of parliament, which were 
well known by the appellation of tlie ojcts of trade^ which had lain a 
dead letter, unexecuted for half a century, and some of them, 1 be- 
lieve, for nearly a whole one. 

This produced, in 1760 and 1761, an awakening and a revival 
of American principles and feelings, with an enthusiasm which went 
on increasing, till hi 1775 it burst out in open violence, hostility and 
fury. 

l^hc characters, the most cxinspicuous, the most ardent and influ- 
ential in this revival, from 1760 to 1766, were — first and foremost, 
before all and above all, James Otis ; next to him was Oxenbridok 
Thatcher ; next to him, Samuel Adams ; next to him^ John Han- 
cock ; then Dr. Mayhew, then Dr. Cooper and his brother. Of Mr. 
Hancock's life, character, generous nature, great and disinterested 
sacrifices, and unportant services, if I had forces, I should be glad to 
write a volume. But this I hope will be done by^some younger and 
abler hand. Mr. Thatcher, beeause his name and merits are less 
known, niust not be wholly omitted. This gentleman was an emi- 
nent barrister at law, in as large practice as any one in Boston. — 
There was not a citizen of that town more universally beloved for his 
learning, ingenuity, every domestic and social virtue, and conscien- 
tious conduct in every relation of life. His patriotism was as ardent, 
as his progenitors had been ancient and illustrious in tliis country. 
Hutchmson often said, " Thatcher was not bom a Plebeian, but he 
was determined to die one." In May 1 763, J believe he was cliosen 
by the town of Boston one of Uieir representatives in tlie legislature, 
a colleague with Mr. Otis, who had been a member from May 1761, 
and he continued to be re-elected annually till his death in 1765, 
when Mr. Samuel Adams was elected to fill liife place, in the ab- 
sence of Mr. Otis, then attending the congress at New- York. — 
Thatcher had long been jealous of the unbounded ambition cff Mr. 
Hutchinson, but when he found liim not content with the office of 
lieutentant-govemor, tli« command of the castle and its emoluments, 
of judge of probate for the bounty of Suffolk, a seat in his majesty's 
council in the legislature ; his broUier-in-la w secretary of slate by the 
king's commission; a brotlier of that-secretary of state, a judge of the 
supreme court and a member of council, now in 1760 and 1761, so- 
liciting and accepting tlie office of chief justice of the superior court 
of judicature, he concluded, as Mr. Otis did, and as every other en- 
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listened friend of his country did, that he sou^t that ojSice with the 
determin^ purpose of determining all causes m favour of the minis- 
try at St. James' and their servile parliament. 

His indignation against him henceforward, to 1765, when he AeAj 
knew no t^unds but truth. I speak from personal knowledge. For, 
from 1758, to 1765, 1 attended ever}' superior and inferior court in 
Boston, and recollect not one in which he did not invite me home to 
spend evenings with him, when he made me converse with him as 
well as I could, on all subjects of religion, morals, law, politics, his- 
tory, philosophy, belles-lettres, theology, mythology, cosniogpny, 
meta{Hiysics, — Lock, Clark, Leibnits, Bolinbroke, Berkley, — the 
pre-estabUshed harmony of the universe, the nature of matter ando{ 
spirit, and the eternal establishment of coincidences between their 
operations, fate, foreknowledge absolute — ^and we reasoned on sucb 
unfathomable subjects as high as Milton's gentry in pandemonium; 
and we understood them as well as they did, and no better. To such 
mighty mysteries he added the news of the day , and the tittle tattle of 
the town. But his favourite subject was politics, and the impend- 
ing threatening system of partiamentarv taxation, and universal gov- 
ernment over the colonies. On this subject he was so anxious and 
agitated, that I have no doubt it occasioned his premature death.^- 
From the time when he argued the question of writs of assistanoei 
to his death, he considered the king, ministry, parliament and natkn 
of Great Britain, as determined to new-model the colonieB fitmtlie 
foundation ; to annul all their charters ; to constitute them all royal 
governments ; to raise a revenue in America by parliamentary tax- 
ation ; to apply that reveuue to pav the salaries ot governors, judgeS) 
and all other crown officers 3 and, after all this, to raise as large a 
revenue as they pleased, to be applied to national purposes at tliB 
exchequer in England ; and further to establish bishops, and the 
whole system of the Church of Ejigland, tythes and aJll, throu^ioat 
iJl British America. This system, he said, if it was suffered to pre- 
vail, would extinguish the flame of hberty all over the world ; thai 
America would be employed as an engme to batter down all the 
miserable remains of liberty in Great Britain and Ireland, where only, 
any semblance of it was left in the world. To this system he cod* 
sidered Hutchinson, the Olivers, and all their connections — ^tepend- 
ants — adherents — shoehckers— and entirely devoted. He assoted 
that they were all engaged with all the crown officers in America, 
and the understrappers of the ministry in England, in a deep and 
treasonable conspiracy to betray the liberties of their countiy, fcr 
their own private, personal and family aggrandisement His Philip- 
picks against the unprincipled ambition and avarice of all of thens 
but especially of Hutchinson, were unbridled ; not only in private^ 
confidential conversations, but in all companies and on alloccancoSt 
He gave Hutchinson the sobriquet of " Summa Potestatis," and 
rarely mentioned him but by the name of " Summa." His liberties 
of speech were no secrets to bis enemies. I have sometimes iwn- 
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dered that they did not throw him over the bar, as they did soon 
afterwards Major Hawley. For they hated him worse than they 
did James Otis, or Samuel Adams, and they feared him more, — ^be- 
cause they had no revenge for a father^s disappointment of a seat on 
the superior bench to impute to him, as they did to Otis ; and Thatch- 
er's character thix)ugh hfe had been so modest, decent, unassuming 
— his morals so pure, and his religion so venerated, that they dai€;a 
not attack him. In his office were educated to the bar, two emi- 
nent characters, the late Judge Lowell, and Josiah Quincy, aplly 
called the Boston Cicero. Mr. Thatcher's frame was slender, his 
constitution deUcate : whether his physicians overstrained his ves- 
sels with mercury, when he had the small pox by inoculation at the 
castle, or whether he was overplyed by public anxieties and exer- 
tions, the small pox left him in a decline from which he never recov- 
ered. Not long before his death, he sent for me to commit to my 
care some of his business at the bar. I. asked him whether he had 
seen the Virginia resolves ? " Oh yes — they are men ! they are no- 
ble spirits ! It kills me to think of the lethargy and stupidity that 
prevails here. I long to be out. I will go out. I will go out. I 
will go into court, and make {i speech which shall be read after my 
death, as my dying testimdny against this infernal tyranny whicn 
they are bringing upon us." Seeing the violent agitation into which 
it threw him, I changed the subject as soon as possible, and retired. 
He had been confined for some time. Had he been abroad among 
the people, he would not have complained so pathetically of the 
" lethargy and stupidity that prevailed," for town and country were 
all alive ; and in August became active enough, and some of the 
people proceeded to unwarrantable excesses, which were more la- 
mented by the patriots than by their enemies. Mr. Thatcher soon 
died, deeply lamented by all the friends of their country. 

Another gentleman who had great influence in the commence- 
ment of the revolution, was Doctor Jonathan Mayhew, a descend- 
ant of the ancient governor of Martha's Vineyard. This divine had 
raised a great reputation both in Europe and America, by the publi- 
cation of a volume of tseven sermons, in the reign of king George the 
second, 1749, and by many other writings, particularly a sermon in 
1 750, on the thirtieth of January, on the subject of passive obedience 
and non-resistance ; in. which the saintship and martyrdom of king 
Charles the first are considered seasoned with wit and satire, supe- 
rior to any in Swift or Franklin. It was read by every body ; cele- 
brated by firiends, and abused by enemies. During the reigns of 
King George the first, and King Gieorge the second ; the reigns of the 
Stuarts, the two Jameses, and the two Charleses, were in general 
disgrace in England. In America they had always been neld in 
abhorrence. The persecutions and cruelties suffered by their ances- 
tors under those reigns, had been transmitted by history and tradi- 
tion ; and Mayhew seemed to be raised up to revive all their animosi- 
ties against tyranny in church and states and at the same time trv 
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destroy their bigotry, fanaticism and inconsistency. David Humc'« 
plausible, elegant, fascinating and fallacious apok)^, in which he 
varnished over the crimes of the Stuarts, had not then appeared. 
To draw the character of Mayhew, would be to transcribe a dozen 
volumes. This transcendant genius, threw all the weight of his great 
lame into the scale of his country, in 1761, and maintained it there 
with zeal and ardor, till his deatii, in 1 766. In 1 763 appeared the 
controversy between liim and Mr. Apthorp, Mr. Caner, Dr. John- 
son and Archbishop Seeker, on the charter and conduct of the 
society for propagatmg the eospel in foreign parts. To fonn a judg- 
ment of this debate, 1 be§ leave to refer to a review of the whole, 
printed at the time, and wntten by Samuel Adams ; though by some, 
very absurdly and erroneously, ascribed to Mr. Apthorp. If I am 
not mistaken, it will be found a model of candor, sagacity, impa^ 
tiality, and close, correct reasoning. 

If any gentleman supposes this controversy to be nothing to the 
present purpose, he is grossly mistaken. It spread an umverad 
alarm against the authonty of parliament. It excited a general and 
just apprehension that bishops and diocesses and churches, and 
priests and t}rthes, were to be iniposed on us by parliament* It was 
Known, tliat neither kin^, nor mimstry, nor archbishops, could appoat 
bishops in America, without an act of parliament ; and if parliament 
coaldf tax us, they could establish the Church of England, with all its 
creeds, articles, tests, ceremonies and tythes, and prohibit all ikher 
churches, as conventicles and schism shops. 

Nor must Mr. Gushing be forgotten. — ^His good sense and sound 
judgment, the urbanity of his manners, his universal good character, 
his niunerous friends and connections, and his continual inteicouise 
with all sorts of people, added to his constant attachment to the 
liberties of his country, gave him a great and salutary ipfluence from 
the beginning, in 1 760. 

Let me recommend these hints to the consideration of Mr. Wirt, 
whose life of Mr. Henry I have read with great delight. I tloA, 
that after mature investigation, he will be convinced that Mr. Heniy 
did not " give the first impulse to the ball of independence," and that 
Otis, Thatcher^ Samuel Adams, Mayhew, Hancock, Gushing, and 
thousands of others, were labouring for several years at the v/hoA, 
before the name of Henry was heard teyond the limits of Virginia.. 

If you print tliis, I will endeavour to send you something concern- 
ing Samm 1 Adams, who was destined to a longer career, and to act 
a more conspicuous, and, perhaps, a more important part, than any 
other man. But his life would require a volume. If you decline 
printing this letter. I pray you to n»tum it as soon as possible to, 

Sir. vour humble servant, 

JOHN ADAMS. 
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LBTTBR FROM MR. ADAMS TO JUDGE TUDOR.. 

Quincy^ March 29, 1818. 
Dear Sir, 

Whenever you shall find a painter, male or female, I pray you to 
surest a scene and subject. 

The scene is the Council Chamber of the old Town-House, in 
Boston. The date is the month of February, 1761, nine years before 
you came to me in Cole-Lane. As this is five years before you 
entered college, you must have been in the second form of Master 
Lovell's school. 

That Council Chamber was as respectable an apartment, and 
more so too, inproportion, than the House of Lords or House of 
Commons in Great Britain, or that in Philadelphia, in which the 
Declaration of Independence was signed, in 1776. 

Ij\this chamber, near the fire, were seated five Judges, with Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Hutchinson at their head, as Chief Justice ; all in 
their new fresh robes of scarlet English cloth, in their broad bands, 
and immense judicial wigs. In this chamber was seated, at a long 
table, all the Barristers of Boston, and its neighbouring county of 
Middlesex, in their gowns, bands, and tye-wigs. They were not 
seated on ivory chairs ; but their dress was more solemn and more 
pompous than that of the Roman Senate, when the Gauls broke in 
upon them* In a comer of the room must be ^aced Wit, Sense- 
Imagination, Genius, Pathos, Reason, Prudence, Eloquence, Learn- 
ing, Science, and immense Reading, hung by the shoulders on two 
crutches, covered with a cloth great coat, in the person of Mr. Pratt, 
who had been solicited on both sides, but would engage on neither, 
being about to leave Boston forever, as Chief Justice of New- York. 
Two portraits, at more than full length, of King (>harles II. and King 
James II. in splendid golden frames, were hung up in the most conspic- 
uous side of the apartment. If my young eyes or old memory have 
not deceived me, these were the finest pictures I have seen. The 
colours of their long flowing robes, and their royal ermines were the 
most glowing, the figures the most noble and gi-aceful, tlie features 
the most distinct and characteristic : far superior to those of the 
King and Queen of France, in the Senate Chamber of Congress. I 
believe they were Vandyke's. Sure I am there was no painter in 
England capable of them at that time. They had been sent over 
without frames, in Governor Pownall's time. But as he was no 
admirer of Charleses or Jameses, they were stowed away in a garret, 
among rubbish, till Governor Bernard came, had tliem cleaned, 
superbly framed, and placed in Council for tliQ admiration and imi- 
tation of all men, no cfoubt with the concurrence of Hutchinson and 
all the Junto ; for tliere has always boon a Junto. One circum- 
stance more. Samuel Quincy and John Adame had been admitted 
Barristers at that term. John was the youngest. He should be 
pointed, looking like a short, thick, fat Archbishop of Canterbury^ 
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seated at the table, with a pen in his hand, los^t in admiration, no\^ 
and then Ininuting those aespicable notes which )rou know that 
#####*#* ******** g^Qig jj^jjj ™ degk^ and printed in the Massa* 

chusetts Spy, with two or three bombastic expressions interpolated 
by himseli ; and which your pupil, Judge Minot, has printed in his 
-history. 

You have now the stage and the scenery ; next follows a narra- 
tion of the subject. I rather think that we lawyers ought to call it, a 
brief of the cause. 

When the British ministry received from General Amherst his 
despatches, announcing his conquest of Montreal, and the conse- 
(]uent annihilation of the French government and power in America, 
in 1 759, they immediately conceived the design, ajid took the resolu- 
tion of conquering the English colonies, and subjecting them to Ae 
unlimited authority of Parhament. With this view and intei^cxii 
tliey sent orders and instj^ctions to the Collector of the Custbnb in 
Boston, Mr. Charles Paxton, to apply to the civil authority for write 
of assistance, to enable the custom-house oflScers, tide-waiters, land- 
waiters, and all, to command all sheriffs and constables, to att^ 
and aid them in breaking open houses, stores, shops, cellars, shins, 
bales, trunks, chests, casks, packages of all sorts, to search for goods, 
wares and merchandises, which had been imported against the pro- 
hibitions, or without psiying the taxes imposed by certain acts of 
Parliament, called " The Acts of Trade," i. e. by certain parlia- 
mentaiy statutes, which had been procured to be passed fiom time 
to time, for a century before, by a combination of selfish intrigues 
between West India planters, and North- American royal govern- 
ors. These acts nSver had been executed, and there never haid been 
a time when they would have been, or could have been, obeyed. 

Mr. Paxton, no doubt consulting with Governor Bemaixl, Lieu- 
tenant-Grovemor Hutchinson, and all the principal crown officers, 
and all the rest of the Junto, thought it not prudent to commence his 
Operations in Boston. For obvious reasons, he instructed his depu- 
ty collector in Salem, Mr. Cockle, to aj^ply, by petition, to the 
•Superior Court in November, 1760, then sittmg m that town, fiw 
writs of assistance. Stephen Sewall was then chief justice of that 
court, an able man, an uncorrupted American, and a sound whig; 
a sincere friend of liberty, civil and religious. He expressed jgieat 
doubts of the legality ofsuch a writ, and of the authority of the Cmut 
to grant it. Not one of his brother judges uttered a word in favour 
of it ; but as it was an application on the part of the crown, it must 
be heard and determined. After consultation, the court ordered the 
question to be argued at the next February term, in Boston, i. et 
in 1761. 

In the mean time Chief Justice Sewall died, and Lieutenant* 
Governor Hutchinson was appointed chief justice of that court in 
his stead. Every observing and thinking man knew that this ap- 
pcHntment was made foi: the direct purpose of decid^lg this questioo, 
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in favour of the Crown, and all others in whicjh it should be intei'ested. 

An alarm was spread far and wide. Merchants of Salem ai>d 
Boston applied to Mr. Pratt, who refused, and to Mr. Otis and Mr. 
Thatcher, who accepted, to defend them against this terrible menac- 
ing monster, the writ of assistance. Great fees were offered, but 
Otis, and I believe Thatcher, would accept of none. " In such a 
cause," said Otis, " I despise all fees." 

I have given you a sketch of the stage, and the scenery, and a 
brief of the cause ; or, if you like the phrase better, of the tragedy, 
comedy, or farce. Now for the actors and performers. 

Mr. Gridley argued, with his characteristic learning, ingenuity and 
dignity, and said every thing that could be said in favour of Cockle's 
petition, all depending, however, on the " If the Parliament of Great 
Britain is the sovereign legislature of all the British empire." 

Mr. Thatcher folio wed him on the other side, and argued with the 
softness of manners, the ingenuity, the cool reasoning which were 
peculiar to his amiable character. 

But Otis was a flame of fire ! ^ilth a promptitude of classical 
allusions, a depth of research, a rap|d summary of historical events 
^ and dates, a profiision of legal authorities, a prophetic glare of his 
eyes into futurity, and a rapid torrept of impetuous eloquence he 
hurried away all before him. American Independence was then 
and there bom. The seeds of Patriots and Heroes to defend the 
non sine Diis animosus infans ; — ^to defend the vigorous youth were 
then and there sown. Every man, of an unmense crowded audience, 

■ appeared to me to go away as I did, ready to take arms against 
writs of assistance.* Then, and there, was the fi^scene of tte first 
act of opposition to the arbitrary claims of GreafSritain — ^then and 
there the child Independence was bom. In fifteen yeai*s, i. e. in 
1776, he grew up to manhood) antfdeclared himself free. 

The court adjoumed, for consideration, and, after some days, at 

* the close of the term, Hutchinson, Chief Justice, arose and said, 

* " The court has considered the subject of writs of assistance, and 
can see no foundation for such a writ ; but as the practice in Eng- 
land is not known, it has been thought best to continue the question 

■ to next term, that, in the mean time, opportunity may be given to 
'^ write to England for information concerning the subject." In six 
- months, the next term arrived ; but no judgment was pronounced ; 
; nothing was said about writs of assistance ; no letters from England ; 
*" and nothing more was said in court concerning tliem. But it was 
^ generally reported and understood, that the court clandestinely 

*The reader will wish to know the nature and form of these writs. Mr. Adami 
quotes the following, as a specimen :— ^ The officers of his majesty's customs, ^c. 
p. ihtill have power and authority to enter on board ships and vessels, and make •earches, 
ind do all other matters and thing;s, which may tt- nd to secure the true payment of the 
duties by this act imposed, and the due and orderly collection thereof, which nny cus- ' 
tomers, collectors, or other officers of any of his majesty's ports can or may do, touch* 
ing his majesty's customs of tonnage and poundage," &c. &c, 

29 
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granted them ; aad the custom-house office^ had them in theirpock 
ets, though I never knew that they dared to produce and execute 
them in any one instance. 

Mr. Otis' popularity was without bounds. In May, 1761, he 
was elected into the House of Representatives, by an almost unani- 
mous vote. On that week I happened to be at Worcester, attendiiic 
a Court of Common Pleas, of which Brifi^er Ruggles was Chia 
Justice. When the news arrived from boston, you can have no 
idea of the consternation amoi^ the government people. Chief 
Justice Ri^es, at dinner at Col. Chandler's, on that day, sai^ 
*' Out of this election will arise a damned faction, which will shake 
this province to its foundation." 

For ten years afterwards Mr. Otis, at the head of his countiy^ 
cause, conducted the tovm of Boston, and the people of the im)viiio% 
with a prudence and fortitude, at every sacrifice of personal intero^ 
and amidst unceasing persecution, wmch would have done honoir 
to the most virtuous patriot or martyr of antiquity. 

I fear I shall make you repent of bringing out the old sentkmub 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Wo close this section with the anecdote of Dr. Franklin, illosiA' 
tive of tlie odious stamp-act, as published in the ^^ American Mo* 

*^ Dr. FrankUn, as agent for the province of Pennsylvania, ben| 
in England at the time the Parliament passed the stainp-act fv 
America, was frequently applied to by the ministiy for his opinioi 
res{)octing Uio operation of the same, and assured them that Ab 
people of America would never submit to it. The act was, nev9- 
tholoss, passed, and the event shewed he had been ri^ht. After tb 
news of the destruction of the sta]m>ed paper had arrived in F^nglftiiil, 
U)o ministry a^n sent for tlie doctor, to consult with him, ancf oofr 
oludcHi with this proposition, that if the Americans would engage to 

Eiy for tlie damage done in the destruction of the stamped paper, 
t\ tlie Parliament would then repeal the act. To this the dodor 
answered, that it put him in mind of a Frenchman, who, hamg 
heatiKl a uoker redf hot, ran iQto the street, and, addressing an Enp 
lislnnan lie met there, '^ hah, monsieur, voulez vous give mecb 
plaisir et de satisfaction, and iete me runi dis poker only one fboteop 
your backside ?" " What !" says the Enghshman :— " Only to ktB 
me runi dis poker one foote up your backside.'' " Dam vour aoult** 
replies the Englishman. " Welle, den, only so far," says the 
Frenchman^intuig to about six inches of the poker. — ^' No, no," 
replies the Englishman — dam your soul ; what do you mean P 
"Well, den," says the Frenchman, will you have de justice to pM 

me for de trouble and expense of heating the de poker P' " No^ 

damn me, if I do,'' answered the Englishman, and walked off.'* 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR ; 

EMBRACING AN OUTLINE OF THE MILITARY OPERATIONS, &C« 



i In proportion as the breach between Great Britain and the colo- 
xiies widened, the distrust and animosity between the American 
(. people and the British troops increased. Preparations began to be 
r . made to oppose, by force, the execution of certain offensive acts of 
? .parliament. The miUtia of the countiy were trained to the use of 
i arms, great encouragement was given ior the manufacture of gun- 
powder, and measures were taken to obtain all kinds of milhary 
t stores. 

i In February, 1775, Colonel Leslie was sent by General Gage 

with a detachment of troops from Boston, to take possession of some 

r cannon at Salem. But tne people had intelligence of the design ; 

i took up the draw-bridge in that town, and prevented the troops from 

SLSsing, until the cannon were secured ; so that the expedition 
iled. 
^ Provisions and military stores were also collected and stored in 
; different places, particubtrly at Concord. General Gage, though 
I SBealous for his royal master's interest, discovered a prevailing desire 
I after a peaceful accommodation. He wished to prevent hostilities^ 
: by depriving the inhabitants of the means necessary for carrying 
i them on. With this view,* he determined to destroy the stores 
which he knew were collected for the support of a provincial army ; 
and wishing to accomplish this without bloodshed, he took every 
precaution to effect it by surprise, and without alarming the country. 
At 1 1 o'clock at night, 800 grenadiers and light mfantry, the flower 
of the royal army, embarked at the common, landed at Leechmore's 
Point, and marched for Concord, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Smith. Neither the secresy with which this expedition 
was plann^ ; the privacy with which the troops marched out, nor 
an order that no innabitant should leave Boston, were sufiicient to 
prevent intelli^nce from being sent to the country militia of what 
was going on. About two in the morning, 1 30 of the Lexington 
militia had assembled to oppose them ; but the air being chilly, and 
. intelligence respectbg the regulars uncertain, they were dismissed, 



*It is beliered that anodier object of this expedition was, to seize oo the persons oi 
Messrs. Hancock and 8. Adams, who, by their spirited exertions^ had rendered them- 
selves obnoxious to General Gage. 
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with orders to appear again at the beat of drum. They cdlect- 
ed a second time, to the number of 70, between 4 and 5 o'clock in 
the morning, and the British regulars soon after made their appear- 
ance. Major Rtcairn, who led the advanced corps, rode up to them 
and called out, " Disperse, you rebels ; throw down your arms and 
disperse/' They still continued in a body, on which he advanced 
nearer, discharged his pistol, and ordered his soldiers to fire. A dis- 
pei*sion of the militia was the consequence, but the firing of the 
re^lars was nevertheless continued. Individuals finding they were 
fircd upon, though dispersing, returned the fire. Three or four of 
the militia were Killed on the o;een. A few more were shot after 
lliev had begun to disperse. The royal detachment proceeded oo 
to Conc*ord, and executed their commission. They disabled two 
84 pounders ; thiew 500lb. of ball into the rivers and wells, and broke 
in pi(H*es about 60 barR'ls of flour. Mr. John Buterick, major of a 
miiuite n^gimont, not knowing what had passed at Lexington, order- 
vd his men not to give the first fire, that they might not be the 
ags^ressors. Upon his approaching near the regulars, they^ fired, and 
killeii Captain Isaac Davis, and one private of the provincial nunutB 
men. Tne (ire was n'tunied, and a skirmish ensued. The king's 
(nx>ps having done their business, began their retreat towards Bos- 
ton. This was conducted with expedition, for the adjacent inhabi-^ 
tauts had asstMnhkni in arms, and began to attack them in every 
<iinvtion. In thoir return to Lexington they were exceedindy 
annoy ihI« IhmIi bv those who pressed on their rear, and others mo 
IxnmHl in I'mni all sides, firing from behind stone walls, and suchlike 
|i'o\ orts* wliirh supplied the place of lines and redoubts. At Lex- 
\\\^\oi\ ilu* n^gulars were joined by a detachment of 900 men under 
Li>i\l IVn\v, uhich had lieen sent out bv General Gs^ to support 
Lieuienant-Colonol Smith. This rpinforrement. having two pieces 
of cannon, awed the provincials, and kept them at a greater distance; 
but they continued a constant though irregular and scattering fiie, 
which did great execution. The close firing, from behind the wallsi 
by good marksmen, put the regular troops in no small confusion ; 
but they neverthehiHs kept up a brisk retreating fire on the militia 
and minute mm. A little after sunset the regulars reached Bunk- 
er's Hill, worn down with excessive fatigue, having marched that 
day between thirty and forty miles. On the next day they crossed 
Charlestown ferry, to Boston. 

There never were more than 400 provincials engaged at one time, 
and often not so many. As some tired, and gave out, others came 
up and took their places. There was scarcely any discipline ob- 
served among them. Officers and privates fired when they were 
ready, and saw a royal uniform, without waiting for the woid of 
command. Their knowledge of the country enabled them to gain 
.^ opportunities, by crossing fields and fences, and to act as flankiDg 
parties against the king's troops, who kept to the main road. 
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The regulars had 65 killed, 1 74 wounded, and 24 made prisoners. 
Of the provincials 49 were killed, and 39 wounded and nussing. 

Here was spilt the first blood in the war of the revolution ; a war 
which severed America from the British empire. 

When the venerable Col. Otis heard of this tragical affair, he 
exclaimed, " The fearful day has arrived ! A civil war has actually 
commenced in our land. We must be prepared for the worst ; and 
may God preserve and protect our country." 

On the 20th of April, the day after the Lexington battle. General 
Warren, chairman of the committee of safety, wrote General Gage 
the followinff letter : — 

" Sir — Tne unhappy situation into which this colony is thrown, 
gives the greatest uneasiness to every man who regards the welfare 
of the kingdom, or feels for the distresses of his fellow men. But 
even now much may be done to alleviate those misfortunes which 
cannot be entirely prevented. And I think it of the utmost import- 
ance to us, that our conduct be such as that the contending parties 
may entirely rely upon the honour and integrity of each other for the 
punctual performance of any agreement which shall be made 
between them. 

Your Excellency, I beUeve, knows very .well the part I have tak- 
en in pubUc affairs, — I ever scorned disguise. I think I have done 
my duty. Some may think otherwise. But be assured, sir, as far 
as my influence goes, every thing which can be reasonably required 
of us to do, shall be done ; and every thing promised shall be reli- 
giously performed. 

1 should, now, be glad to know from you, sir, how many days you 
desire may be allowed for such as desire to remove to Boston with 
their effects ; and what time you will allow the people in Boston for 
their removal. When I have received that information, I will repair 
to Congress, and hasten, as far as I am able, the issuing of a procla- 
mation. If your exceUency will be pleased to take the matter into 
consideration, and favour me, as soon as may be, with an answer, it 
will lay me under a great obUgation, as it so nearly concerns the wel- 
fiire of my friends in Boston. 

I have many things to say to your excellency, and most sincerely 
wish I had broken through the formalities, which I thought due to 
your rank, and freely told you all I knew or thought of public affairs; 
and I must confess, whatever may be the event, that you generously 
cave me such opening, as I now think I ought to have embraced ; 
but the true cause of my not doing it was the knowledge I had of the 
vileness and treachery of many persons around you, who, I supposed, 
had gained your entire confidence." 

Itetter to ike several towns in the colony, from Hon. Joseph Warren, Chairman 

of the CommitUe of Safety, April 26, 1775. 

" Gentlemen — The barbarous murders on our innocent brethren, 
fm Wednesday the 19th instant, have made it absolutely necessary, 
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that we immediately raise an army to defend our wives and childr^ 
from the hands of an inhuman soldiery, who, incensed at the ob^- 
cles they met with in their bloody progress, and enraged at being re* 
pulsed from the field of slaughter, wilfno doubt, take the first of^r- 
tunity in their power to ravage this devoted country with fire and 
swonci. We conjure you therefore, by all that is dear, by all that is 
sacred, that you give all assistance possible in forming the army. Our 
all is at stake. Death and devastation are the certain consequences 
of delay. Every moment is infinitely precious. An hour lost may 
deluge our country in blood, and entail perpetual slavery upon the 
few of our posterity who may survive the carnage. We beg and 
entreat, as you will answer to your country, to your consciences and 
to God himself, that you hasten and encourage, by all possible means, 
the enlistment of men to form the army ; and send tnem forward to 
Head-Quarters at Cambridge, with that expedition which the vast 
impoilance and instant urgency of the affair demand." 

When General Washington heard of the battle of Lexington, 
April 19, 1775, and of the slaughter of the Americans, on that occa- 
sion, he said — " / grieve for the death of my countrymen ; but rgmct 
that the British are still so determined to keep God on our side : for Ae 
smiles of heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards Ai 
eternal rules of order and rights which heaven itself ha^ ordmnedm* 

Lexington opened the first scene to this great drama, which, in its 
progress, exhibited the most illustrious characters and events, and 
elosed with a revolution, equally glorious for the actors, and i^lpo^ 
tant in its consequences to mankind. 

This battle roused all America. The Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts being at this time in session, voted that ^^ An army of 
30,000 men be immediately raised ; that 1 3,600 be of their own 
province, and that a letter and delegate be sent to the several odkh 
nies of New-Hampshire, Connecticut and Rhode Island." The 
militia collected from all quarters, and Boston, in a few days, vm 
besieged by twenty thousand men. A stop was put to all inter 
course between the town and country, and the inhabitants were 
reduced to sreat want of provisions. General Gage promised to let 
the people depart, if they would deliver up their arms. The people 
compliea ; but when the Greneral had obtained their arms, the pe^ 
fidious man refused to let the people go. 

This breach of faith, and the conseauences that attended it, woe 
justly and greatly complained of; and although many, at diffirent 
times, were permitted to leave the town, they were obliged to iMt Ij 
all their effects behind^ so that many who had been u^d to 1m k MP 
ease and afSuence, were at once reduced to extreme indigence ad |^ 
misery. A circumstance peculiarly and wantonly aggravating, afll 
which was the ground of the bitterest complaints ofoongress, iM 
that passports were granted and retained in such a manner, as tW h" 
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families were broken, and the dearest connexions separated ; part 
being compelled to quit the town, and part cruelly retained against 
their inclination. 

About the latter end of May, a great part of the reinforcements 
ordered from Great Britain, arrived at Boston. The British generals^ 
Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton, whose behaviom* in the preceding 
war had gained them great reputation, also arrived about the same 
time. General Gage thus reinforced, prepared for action with more 
decision ; but before he proceeded to extremities, he conceived it 
due to ancient forms to issue a proclamation, holding forth to the 
inhabitants the aJtemative of peace or war. He therefore offered 
pardon in the king^s name to all who should forthwith lay down their 
arms, and return to their respective occupations and peaceable 
duties, excepting only from the benefit of that pardon '' Samuel 
Adams and John Hancock," whose offences were said to be " of 
too fla^tious a nature to admit of any other consideration than 
that of condign punishment.'' He also proclaimed, that not only 
the persons above named and excepted, but also all their adherents, 
associates and correspondents, should be deemed guilty of treason and 
rebellion, and treated accordingly. By this proclamation it was 
also declared, " that as the courts of judicature were shut, martial 
law should take place, till a due course of justice should be re-estab- 
lished.]' It was supposed that this proclamation was a prelude U^ 
hostilities, and preparations were accordingly made by the Ameri- 
cans. The heights of Charlestown were so situated as to make the 
possession of them a matter of great consequence, to either of the 
contending parties. Orders were therefore issued, June 16th, by 
the provincial commanders, that a detachment of a thousand men 
should intrench upon Breed's Hill.* Here the Americans, between 
; midnight and morning, with uncommon expedition and silence, threw 
up a small redoubt, which the British did not discover till the mom- 
i ing of the 17th, when they began an incessant firing, and continued 
^ it till afternoon. With the intrepidity of veteran soldiers the Ameri- 
' ' cans bore this fire, and proceeded to finish their redoubt, and to 
' throw up a breast-work, extending eastward of it to the bottom of 
' the hill. About noon. Gen. Gage detached Major-General Howe, 
and Brigadier-General Rgot, with the flower of his army, in two 
detachments, amounting in the whole to nearly 3000 men. They 
landed at a point about 1 50 or 200 rods south-east of the redoubt^ 
and deliberately prepared for the attack. While the troops, who 
;^:Arst landed, were waiting for a reinforcement, the Americans on the 
r 'left wing towards Mystic River, for their security, pulled up some 
\ aiigoining post and rail fence, and set it down in two parallel lines 
each other, and filled the space between with hay, which the day 



* Historians through mistake, have called the hill where the battle was fought, 
^funher's HiU^ which ii a foarter of a mile north of Breed's or Russell's Hill« where 
the battle wat fought. 
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before was mowed and remained in the adjacent field. The British 
troops, in the mean time, formed in two lines, and about 3 o'clock 
advanced slowly towards the Americans. The hills and steeples in 
Boston, and the circumjacent country, were crowded with anxious 
spectators of the dubious conflict. While some felt for the honour 
of the British troops, multitudes, with a keener sensibility, felt for 
the liberties of a great and ^wing country. The attack com- 
menced on the part of the British troops. The Americans had the 
precaution, in obedience to the orders of their cammanding officer, 
to reserve their fire till their enemies had approached within 10 or 
1 2 rods of their works. They then began a well directed and furious 
discharge of small arms, which mowed down their enemies in ranks, 
and occasioned a disorderly and precipitate retreat. Their officeis 
ralUed them with difficulty, and pushed them forward withthcdr 
swords, to a second attack. They were in the same manner put to 
flight a second time. With still greater difficulty they were forced 
by General Howe, to a third attack. By this time the powder rf 
the Americans began to fail, and their redoubt was attacked on two 
sides. Under these circumstances, a retreat was ordered ; the left 
wing of the Americans, northeast of the redoubt, still continuing 
their fire, ignorant of what had taken place on the ri^ht, till the 
British had nearly surrounded them. The retreat was effected, with 
an inconsiderable loss, considering the sreater part of the distance 
they had to pass was completely exposed to the incessant fire of the 
Glasgow man-of-war and two floating-batteries. In this retreat, 
Warren fell. 

During the heat of this bloody action, by order of General Gage^ 
Charlestown was set on fire, by a batteiy on Cops' Hill, in BoGtoii» 
and a party from the Somerset man-of-war, l)ang in Charles River, 
and nearly 400 houses, including six public buildings, were coih 
sumed, with their furniture, &c. valued by 19 men, under oath, at 
156,9001. specie; and 2000 persons reduced from affluence and me- 
diocrity, to the most aggravated poverty and exile. 

The number of Americans engaged m this memorable action w» 
only 1500. There have been few battles in modem wars in whichf 
all circumstances considered, there was a greater slaughter of mea 
than in this short engagement. The loss of the British, as acknow* 
ledged by General Gage, amounted to 1054 men. Nineteen com- 
missioned officers were killed, and 70 wounded. The loss of the 
Americans was 77 killed, 278 wounded and missing. 

The death of Major General Warren, who four days before had 
received his commission, and who, having had no command assigned 
him, fought this day as a volunteer, was particularly and greatlr 
lamentea. '^To the purest patriotism, and the most undaunted 
bravery, he added the eloquence of an accompUshed orator, and tliB 
wisdom of an able statesman." 

The female part of our citizens contributed their full proportion in 
every period, towards the accomplishment of the revolution. They 
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wrought in their own way, and witli great effect. An anecdote 
whicli we have just seen in one of our newspapers, will explain what 
I mean. 

" A good lady — we knew her when she had grown old— in 1775, 
lived on the sea-board, about a day's march from Boston, where the 
British army then was. By some unaccountable accident, a rumour 
was spread, in town and countr>^, in and about there, tliat the Re^- 
lars were on a full march for the place, and would probably arrive 
in three hours at farthest. This was after the battle of J^xington, 
and all, as might l)e well supposed, was in sad confusion — some 
were boiling with rage and full of fight, some with fear and confusion, 
some hiding their treasuies, and others fl3ing for life. In this wild 
moment, when most people, in some way * oth(.»r, were'fiightened 
from their property, our heroine, who had two sons, one about nine- 
teen yeai-s of age, and the other about sixteen, was seen by our 
informant, preparing them to discharge their duty. The eldest she 
was able to equip in fine style — she took her husband^s fowling-piece, 
" made for duck or plover,^' (the good man being absent on a coasting 
Voyage to Virginia) and with it die powder horn and shot bag ; but 
the lad thinking the duck and goose shot not quite the size to kill 
regulars, his mother took a chisel, cut up her pewter spoons, and 
hammered them into slugs, and put them into his bag, and he set off 
in great earnest, but thought he would call one moment and see the 
parson, who said well done, my brnve boy— rGod pj-eserveyou — ^and 
on he went in the way of his duty. The youngest was importunate 
for his equipments, but his mother could find nothing to arm him with 
but an old rusty sword ; the boy seemed rather unwilling to risk 
riimself with this alone, but lingered in the street, in a state of hesita- 
tion, when his modier thus upbraided him. " You John H*****, 
what willyour father say if he hears that a child of his is afraid to 
meet the British, go along ; beg or borrow a gun, or you will find one, 
child — «ome coward, I dare say, will be running away, then take his 
gun and march forward, and if you come back and I hear you have 
not behaved like a roan, I shall carry the blush of shame on my face 
to the grave." She then shut the door, wiped the tear from her eye, 
and waited the issue ; the j)oy joined the march. Such a woman 

' could not have cowards for her sons. Instances of refined and deli- 
cate pride and affection occurred, at that period, every day, in differ- 
ent places, and in fact this disposition and feeling was then so 
common, that it now operates as one great cause of- our not having 

more facts of this kind recorded. What few there are remembered 
should not be lost. Nothing great or glorious was ever achieved 
which woman did not act in, advise, or consent to." 

On the 12th of June Congress issued the following proclaipatioji 

ibr a public Fast : — 

" As the Great Governor of the world, by his supreme and imiver- 

j^\ providence, not only conducts the course of nature with unerring 

\visdom and rectitude*, nut frequently influences the mind^ of men to 
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i^crve the wise iiiid gracious purposes of his providential goverrimcnt ; 
and it l>eing at all times our indispensable auty devoutly to acknow- 
ledge his superintending providence, especially in times of inipending 
danger and public calamity, to reverence and adore his immutabk 
justice, as well as to iniplore his merciful inteq^osition lor our deliv- 
erance : — 

This Congress, therefore, considering the present, critical, alarm- 
ing and calamitous state of these colonies, do earnestly recoramend 
that Thui-sday, the 20th day of July next, be observed, by the inhab- 
itants of all the English colonies on this continent, as a day of public 
humiliation, fasting, and prayer ; that we may, with united hearts 
and voices, unfeignedly confess and dei)lore our many sins ; and 
offer up our joint supplications to the all-wise, omnipotent, and mer- 
ciful Disposer of all events, humbly beseeching ilim to forgive oiir 
iniquities, to remove our present calamities, to avert those desolating 
judgments with which we are threatened, and to bless our rightfti) 
sovereign. King George the Third, and to inspire him with wisdom 
to discern and pureue the true interest of his subjects, that a speedy 
end may be put to the civil discord belw een Great Britain and the 
American colonies, without iarllier efl'usion of blood ; and that the 
British nation may be inlluenced to regard the things that belong tit 
/irrjjcnce before they are hid from hereyos , tiiat these colonies may 
ever be under the care and protection of a kind l^i evidence, andl)i( 
prospered in all their interests ; that the divine blessing may descend 
and rest upon all our civil nders, and upon the representatives of the 
people m their several assemblies and conventions, that they maybe 
directed to wise and effectual measures for preserving the union, and 
sccjuring the just rights and privileges of the colonies ; that virtue 
and true religion may revive and flourish throughout our land ; and 
that all America may soon behold a gracious interposition of Heaven 
for the redress of her many grievances, the restoration of her invaded 
rights, a reconciliation with the parent state, on terms constitutional 
and honourable Lo boii> 5 and that her ci\il and religious privileges 
may be secured to the latest posterity. 

And it is recommended to Christians of all denominations to as- 
semble for public worship, and to abstain from servile labour and 
recreation on said day. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be signed by the President, 
and attested by the Secretaiy, and published in the news-papei*s, and 
in hand-bills." 

About this time a scheme was laid by u number of gentlemen in 
Connecticut, to take possession of Ticonderoga, where a great quan- 
tity of military stores were lodged, and w^iich is the key to Canada. 
Having made the necessaiy preparations, and collected 270 men. 
chiefly Green-Mountain Boys^ they rendezvoused at Castleton, where 
they were joined by Col. Allen, and shortly after by Col. Arnold, 
from Cambiidge, under commission from tlie Provincial Congiess- 
Col. Allen commanded this volunteer party. Having arrived at 
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Lake Champlain, opposite Ticonderoga, in- tlie night, Cols. Alien 
and Arnold, with 83 men, crossed over, and, at the dawn of day, 
entered tlie fort without resistance, and called upon the commander, 
who was in bed, to surrender the foil. He asked by what authori- 
ty ? Col. Allen replied, '" I demand it in the name of the Great 
Jehovah and of the Continentiil Oongiess." 'J'hus the fort was 
captured, with its valuable stores, and 48 prisoners. Crown Point 
was taken at the same time by Col. Warner, and possession obtain- 
ed of all Lake Champlain in the course of a few days, by a {cw 
determined men. 

On the 2d of June, 1775, the jM'esident laid before congress a letter 
from the provincial convention of Massachusetts-Bay? dated May 
16, which was read, settincr forth tlie difficulties they labour under for 
wantof a regular fonn of e,oveniinent, and as they ami the other col- 
onies are now compelled to raise an army to defend themselves from 
tlie butcheries and devastations of their implacable enemies, which 
renders it still more necessary to have a regular estabhshed govern- 
ment, requesting the congress to favour tliem with "explicit advice 
respecting the taking up and exercising the powers of civil govern- 
ment," and declaring their readiness to " submit to such a general plan 
as the congress may direct for the colonies, or make it their great study 
to establish such a form of government there, as shall not only pro- 
mote their advantage, but the union and interest of all America." 

Tiiis appears to have been the first public movemtjnt towards the 
formation of a general government. 

On the 15tnof June, two days before the memorable battle on 
Breed's Hill, the continental congress unanimously appointed George 
Washington, Esq. a native of Virginia, to the chief command of tlve 
American army. Tliis. gentleman had been a distinguished and 
successful officer in the preceding war, and seemed destined by 
Heaven to be the saviour of his country .# He accejjted the appoint- 
ment with a diffidence wliich was a proof of his modesty, his pru- 
dence, and his gi-eatness ; and by his matchless skill, fortitude and 
perseverance, conducted America, througli indes(*ribable difficulties;, 
to independence and peace. 

His commission bears date June 17, 1775, and is in the following 
words : — 

TO GEORGE WASHINGTON, ESQ. 

" We, reposing special tnist and confidence, in your patriotism, 
\'alour, conduct, and fidelity, do, by these pi-osents constitute and 
appoint you to be general and commander in (ihief, of the amiv of 
the United Colonies, and of all the forces now raiscul or to l)e raised 
by them, and of all others who shall voluntarily offer their ser\icef^ 
and join the said army for the defence of American libeily, and ft 
repelling every hostile invasion theivof: and you aie herdiy vesi 
with full power and authority to act as you shall think for the 
and welfare of the service. 

And we do hereby strictly charge and require ^U dBflMulsol 
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diers onder your coimnand, to be obedient to your orders, and diligent 
in the exercise of their several duties. 

And we do also enjoin and require jrou, to be careful in executing 
the great tnist reposed in you, by causing strict discipline and order 
to be observed in the army, and that the soldiers be duly exercised, . 
and provided with all convenient necessaiies. 

And you are to regulate your conduct in eveiy respect by the rules 
and discipline of war, (as lierewith given you,) and punctually toob- 
sei-vc ancf follow such orders and directions, from time to time, as you 
shall receive from this or a future congress of these United Colonies^ 
or committee of congress. 

This commission to continue in force, until revoked by this or a 
future congress." 

Greneral Washington, ^^ ith other officers appointed by congress, 
arrived at Cambrid^, the 2d of July, and took command of the 
American army, xhis event gave great joy in the army and 
provinces, and h-om this time, the affairs of America began to assume 
the appearance of a regular and general opposition to the forces of 
Great Britain. 

A DECLARATION by the Representatives of the United Colonies of 
North America^ in congress at Philadelphia^ July 6, 1 776, directed 
to be published by General Washington^ after his airivalat the cainp^ 
before Boston. 

If it was possible for men, who exenuse their reason to believe, 
that the Divme Author of our existence intended a part of the human 
race to hold an absolute property in, and an mibounded power over 
others, marked out by his infinite goodness and wisdom, ad the 
objects of a legal domination never rightfully resistible, however 
severe and oppressive, tlic inhabitants of these colonies might at least 
require from the parliament of Great Britain some evidence, that this 
dreadful authority over them has been granted to that bodj'. But a 
reverence for our great Creatoi', principles of humanity, and" the 
dictates of common sense, must (convince all those who reflect upon 
the subject, that government was instituted to promote the welffureof 
mankind, and ought to be administered for the attainment of that 
end. The legislature of Great Britain, however, stimulated by an 
inordinate passion for a power not only unjustifiable, but which they 
know to be peculiarly reprobated by the very constitution of thai 
kingdom', and desperate of success m any mode of contest, where 
regard should be had to truth, law, or right, have at length, deserting 
those, attempted to effect their cruel and impolitic purpose of enslav- 
ing these colonies by violence, and have thereby rendered it nccessaij 
for us to close with their last appeal from reason to arms« — ^Yet, 
however blinded that assembly may be, by tlieir intemperate rag^ 
Tor unlimited domination, so to slight justice and the opinion of man- 
kind, we esteem ourselves bound by obligations of respect to the rest 
trf the world, to n^ake known the justice of our cause. 




OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 237 

Our forefathers, inhabitants of tlie Tslandof Great Britain, left 
their native land, to seek on these shores a residence for civil and reli- 
pous freedom. At the expense of their blood, at the hazard of their 
fortunes, witliout the least cliarge to the country fix)m which they 
removed, by unceasing labour and an unconquerable spirit, they 
effected settlements in the distant and inhospitable wilds o! America, 
then filled with numerous and warlike nations of barbarians. So- 
cieties or governments, vested with perfect legislatures, were formed 
under charters from the crown, and an harmonious intercourse was 
established between the colonies and the kingdom from which they 
derived their origin. The mutual benefits of this union became in a 
short time so extraordinary, as to excite astonishment. It is univer- 
sally confessed, that the amazing increase of the wealth, strength, 
and navigaticm of the realm, arose fix)m this source ; anc^the minis- 
ter, who so wisely and successfully directed the measures of Great 
Britain in the late war, publicly declared, that these colonies enabled 
her to triumph over her enemies. Towards the conclusion of that 
war, it pleased our sovereign to make a change in his councils. — 
From that fatal moment, uie affairs of the Bntish empire began to 
fall into confusion, and gradually sUding from the summit of glorious 
prosperity to which they had been advanced by the virtues and abili- 
ties of one man, are at length distracted by the convulsions, that now 
shake it to its deepest foundations. The new ministry finding the 
brave foes of Britain, thouch frequently defeated, yet stiU contending, 
took up the imfortunate idea of granUng them a hasty peace, and of 
then subduing her faithfiil friends. 

These devoted colonies were judged to l)e in such a state, as to pro- 
sent victories without bloodshra, and all the easy emoluments of 
statuteable plunder. The uninterrupted tenor of their peaceable and 
respcctfiil behaviour from the beginning of colonization, their dutiful. 
zealous, and useful services during th€5 war, though so n^cently and 
amply acknowledged in the most honourable manner by his majesty, 
by the late king, and by parliament, could not save them from the 
meditated innovations. Parliament was influenced to adopt the 
pernicious project, and assuming a new power over them, have in 
the course of eleven years given such decisive specimens of the spirit 
and consequences attending this power, as to leave no doubt con- 
cerning the effects of acquiescence under it. They have under- 
taken to give and grant our money without our consent, though we 
liave ever exercised an exclusive right to dispose of our own proper- 
ty ; statutes have been passed for extending the jurisdiction of courts 
.of admiralty and vice-admiralty beyond their ancient limits ; for de- 
priving us of the accustomed and inestimable privilege of trial byjurj 
m cases affecting both life and property ; for suspending the legislature 
of one of the colonies; for interoicting all commerce to the capita) 
of another ; and for altering fimdamentally the form of govemmespt 
established by charter, and secured by acts of its own le^lature,' 
.solemnly confirmed by the crown; (or exemptikig 
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ors^' of colonists from legal tiial, and in eifect, from punislmiefft; 
for erecting in a neighbouring province, acquired by the joint aims of 
Great Britain and Amorica, a despotism dangerous to our very exist- 
once ; and for quartering soldiers upon the colonists in time" of pro- 
found peace. It has also been resojived in parliament, that colonists 
charged with committing certain ofiences, shall be transported to 
England to be tried. 

But why should we enumerate our injuries in detail ? By one stat- 
ute it is declared, that parliament can " of right make laws to Irind 
us in all cases whatsoever.^^ What is to defend us against so enor- 
mous, so unlimited a power ? Not a single man, of those who assume 
it, is chosen by us, or is suWect to our control or influence ; but on 
the contrary, they are all of them exempt from the operation of such 
laws, and vi American revenue, if not diverted from the ostensible 
purposes for which it is raised, would actually lighten their own bur- 
dens in proportion as they increase ours. We saw the misery to 
which such despotism would reduce us. We for ten years inces- 
santly and ineffectually besieged the throne as supplicants ; we rea- 
9(one^, we remonstrated with parliament in the most mild and decent 
fangua^. 

Administration, sensible that we should regard these oppressiw 
measures as freemen ought to do, sent over fleets and armies to 
enforce them. The indignation of the Americans was routed, it is 
true ; but it was the indignation of a virtuous, loyal, and affectionate 
people. A congress of delegates from the United Colonies was as- 
sembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth day of last September, We 
resolved again to offer an humble and dutiful petition to the king, and 
also addressed our fellow subjects of Great-Britain. VVe ha\^ 
pursued every temperate, every respectful measure ; we have even 
proceeded to break off our commercial intercourse with our fellow 
subjects as the last peaceable admonition, that our attachment to no 
nation upon earth should supplant our attachment to liberty. Tliis, 
we flattered ourselves, was the ultimate step of the controversy; but 
subsequent events have shewn how vain was this hope of finding mod- 
eration in our enemies. 

, Several threatening expressions against the colonies were inserted 
in his majesty's speech ; our petition, though we were told it was a 
decent one, and tnat his majesty had been pleased to receive it era- 
oiously, and to promise laying it before his parUament* was huddled 
into botli houses among a bundle of American papers, and there neg- 
lected. The lords and commons, in tlieir address, in the month of 
February, said, that " a rebellion at that time actually existed within 
the provmce of Massachusetts-Bay ; and that those concerned in it 
had been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful combinations 
and engagements, entered into by his majesty's subjects in several of 
the other colonies ; and therefore they besought his majesty, that he 
would take the most effectual measures to enforce due obedience to 
the laws and authority of the supreme legislature.'] Soon after, the 
commerciai intercourse of whole colonics, with foreign countries^ airf 
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vEith each other, was cut off by an act of paifiament ; by another. 
se\'pnil of them wete entiRrlv probibitra from the feherieE in the«as 
near ifaeir coasts, on whicli abey al-.ra\-? depended for their suste* 
i'Tince : aiid larze imnforoeoKiits of ships and tioop» were immecfi- 
^itf-lv sezit a\'er to General Gase. 

I-Vii'Jess were all the entieaties. arsuaients. and eloquence of an 
ill'isvious band erf the most disrinsuished peeis. ani commoners, who 
i>x»iv and suenuoiii;}}' asserted Ujc justice of our cause, to s^ay. or 
even to mitisaie the heedless fury wizh which these accumulated and 
unexampled ouirages were hurried on. Equally fruitless wsks ibe 
interlerence of the city of L/>&don. of BfisttiL. and many other respect- 
able tonus in our £i%'our. Fariiament adopted an insidious manoeu- 
\Te. calculated to divide ns. to estaUv^i a perpetiml auction oi 
taxations, where colony should bid asainst coloDy. all of them tmin- 
formed what ransom wouM redeem their hrcs ; and thus to exioit 
ftom us. at the point of the bayonet, the trnkflm-n sums that sfacmid 
be suinciem to sratii>'. if pc^sible to sratiAr. ministerial rapacity, uith 
tiK- misptable iiidulcence left to us gJ" rakme. in our oviii mode, the 
prescribed tribute. Wbat terms more rizid and humiliating could 
fiave h^xn dictated by remorsekss lictors to conquered enemies { 
III o'jT circimstanoea. to accept them would be to deserve them. 

Vxn after the imelbsence of these proceedings arrived on this 
coounent. General Gase. ^iio. in the coarse of the last vear, had 
taken 309^essionofthe town of Boston, in theproviiice of 3lassachti- 
«ett>-Bay. and still occupied it as a garrison. OB the l^day of April, 
sent out &om that |daoe a laroe detacfammt of his army, who OBade 
ac onprovoked assault on the inhabitants of thesaid province, at the 
to^vn of JLexinston. as appears bv the affidavits of a great immber of 
pervxis. some of whom w^ere oAoers and soldiers of that detacb- 
meo!. mimlered eight of the inhabitants, and wounded many ethers. 
yroni thence the troops proceeded in m^ike array to the' town oi 
Cc^KonL where the\' set upon another party of the inhalxtants of the 
samr province, killing several and woondins: more, until compelled 
to retreat b\* the coimtry people, <cKj!'>nly assembled to repel tfaisF 
cruel aggression. Hostilities, thus commenced by the British troops 
ha%~e beioi since prosectited bv them, witrmut regard to faith or repu- 
tation. The inhabitants of Boston, being confined nition that tonn 
by the general, their governor, and having, in order to procure their 
diFmisQD. eiHeted into a treaty with him. it was siipulaied that the 
sai"! inhabitanls. having deposited then- arats uith ineir own caagiis- 
tr^tes. should have libertv to depart, taking with them their other 
ef&jcts. They acooidin^ deli%'ered up their anus, but in open vi:»- 
laiion of honour, in de6aiice of the obligation of treaties, w inch even 
savage natioiK esteemed sacred, the go\'enw orderpd trie arms 
deposited as aforeaid, that they might be preserved for their owners* 
to be seised faj a body of flokfieis ; detained the greatest part of the 
inhafaitaDts in the town, and compelled the few idio woe permitted 
k> letfte, Id leavedKir iHrt. vslnaUe cfiwiB faelH^ 
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By this pf^rfidy wives arc separated from their husbands, cluldfeii 
from their parents, the aged and tiic sick from their relations and 
friends, who wish to attend and comfort them ; and those wiio have 
I »een used to live in plenty and even elegance, are reduced to deplor- 
able distress. 

The general, further emulating his ministerial masters, by a pro- 
clamation bearing date on the i2th day of June, after venting the 
grossest falaelioods and calumnies against the good people of these 
colonies, procewls to " declare them all, either by name or descrip- 
tion, to Ikj rebels and traitors, to supercede the course of the com- 
mon law, and instead thereof to publish and order the use and 
twerrise of the law martial." — His troops have butchered our coun- 
trymen, have wantonly burnt Charlestown, besides a considerable 
number of liouses in other places ; our ships and vessels are seized ; 
the necossaiy supplies of provisions are intercepted, and he is exert- 
ing his utmost power to spread destniction and devastation around 
him. 

We have received certain intelligence, that General Carlton, the 
Governor of Canada, is instigating the people of that province and 
the Indians to fall tipon us ; and we have but too much reason to 
apprehend, that schemes have been formed to excite domestic ene- 
mies against us. In brief, a part of these colonies now feel, and all 
of them are sure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of administration 
can inflict them, the complicated calamities of fire, sword, and 
famine. We are reduced to the alternative of chusing an uncondi- 
tional submission to the tyranny of irritated ministers, or resistance 
b}^ force. The latter is our cmice. We have counted the cost of 
this contest, and find nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery.— 
Honour, justice, and humanity, forbid us tamely to surrender that 
fi'eedom which we received from our gallant ancestors, and wliicfa 
our innocent posterity have a right to receive from us. We cannot 
endure the infamy and guilt of resigning succeeding generations to 
that wretchedness which inevitably awaits them, if we basely entidt 
hereditary bondage upon them. 

Our cause is justi Our union is perfect. Our internal resources 
are great, and, if necessary, foreign assistance is undoubtedly attain' 
able. We gratefully acknowledge, as signal instances of tlie Divine 
favour towards us, that his providence; would not permit us to be 
called into this severe controversy, until we were grown up to our 
present strcneth, had been previously exercised in warlike operation, 
and possessed of the means of defending ourselves. With hearts 
fortified with these animating rcflections, we most solemnly, befixre 
God and the world, declare, that, exerting the utmost energy of 
those powers, which our beneficeat Creator hath graciously bestow- 
ed upon VIS, the arms we have been compelled by our enemies to 
assume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, witli unabating firm- 
ness and oerseverance, employ for the preservation of our liberties; 
being with one mind resolved to die freemen rather thaja tQ live 
sj^ves. 
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Lest this declaration should disquiet the minds of our friends and 
fellow subjects in any part of the empire, we assure them, that we 
mean not to dissolve that union which has so long and so happily 
subsisted between us, and wliich we sincerely wish to see restor^. 
Necessity has not yet driven us into that desperate measure, or 
induced us to excite any other nation to war against them. We have 
not raised armies with ambitious designs of sepamting from Great 
Britain, and establishing independent states. We fight not for glory 
or for conquest. We exhibit to mankind the remarkable spectacle 
of a people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without any imputa- 
tion or even suspicion of offence. They boast of their privileges 
and civihzation, and yet proffer no milder conditions than servitude 
or death. 

In our own native land, in defence of the freedom that is our birth- 
right, and wliich we ever enjoyed till the late violation of it — ^for the 
protection of our property, acquired solely by the honest industry of 
our fore-fathers and ourselves, against violence actually offered, we 
have taken up arms. We shall lay them down when hostilities shall 
cease on the part of the aggressors, and all danger of their being 
renewed shall be removed, and not before. 

With an humble confidence in the mercies of the supreme and 
impartial Judge and Ruler of the Universe, we most devoutly im- 
plore his divine goodness to protect us happily through this great 
conflict, to dispose our adversaries to reconciliation on reasonable 
tenns, and thereby to reheve the empire from the calamities of civil 
war. 

'^ At the opening of the second continental congress at Philadelpliiai 
on the tenth of May, 1775, Mr. Hancock laid before that body 
depositions, proving that, in the battle of Lexington, the king's troops 
were the aggressors ; together with the proceedings of the provincial 
assembly of Massachusetts on that occasion. The crisis had now 
arrived, which requii-ed the other colonies to determine, whether they 
would maintain the cause of New-England in actual war ; or, with- 
drawing from those colonies, and abandoning the object for which 
they had so long contended, submit to tlie absolute supremacy of 
pailiament. The delegates in congress did not hesitate which part 
of the alternative to embrace. They imanimously determined, that, 
as hostilities had actually commenced, and large reinforcements to 
the British army were expected, the colonies should be immediately 
put in a state of defence ; " but as they wished for a restoration of 
the harmony formerly subsisting between the mother country and 
the colonies," they resolved that, " to the promotion of this most de- 
fdrable reconciliation, an humble and dutiful petition be presented 
to his majesty."* 

In the autumn of 1775, a body of troops, under the command of 
General Montgomery, besieged and took the gariisou at St> John's. 

* HoIbm* AnwicMi Aniwls, toI. ii. p. S35> 
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which commands the entrance into Canada. The prisoners amoufit" 
ed to about seven hundred. General Montgomery pursued his suc- 
cess, and took Montreal ; and designed to push nis victories to 
Quebec. 

A body of troops, commanded by General Arnold, was ordered to 
march to Canada, by the Kiver Kennebeck, and through the wlder- 
ness. After suffering every hardship, and the most distressing hunger, 
they arrived hi Canada, and were joined by General Mont^mery, 
before Quebec. This city, which was commanded by CJovemor 
Carlton, was immediately besieged. But there btung little hope of 
taking the town by a siege, it was determined to stonii it. 

The garrison of Quebec, at this time, consisted of about 1 520 men, 
of which 800 were militia. The American army consisted of 80Q 
men. General Montgomery having divided his little army, into four 
detacliments, ordered two femts to be made against the upper town; 
one by Colonel Livingston, at the head of the Canadians, against 
St. John's Gate ; the other by Major Brown, against Cape Dia- 
mond ; reserving to himself and Colonel Arnold the two principal 
attacks against the lower town. At b o'clock in the morning, CJen- 
cral Montgomery advanced against the lower town. He passed 
tlie first barrier, and was just opening to attack the second, wnen he 
was killed, together with his aiu-de-camp, Capt. MThei-son. Thi» 
so dispirited the men, tliat Col. Campbell, on whom the command 
devolved, thought proper to draw them off. In the mean time, Cd. 
Arnold, with 350 men, made a successful attack on another part of 
the town. In the attack of the first battery Col. Arnold ivas wound- 
ed, and was obliged to be carried off the field of battle. His party, 
however, commanded by Capt. Morgan, of Virginia, proceeded, and 
entered the town -, but not being joined by the other parties, was 
obliged to surrender to superior force. 

The loss of the Americans in killed and wounded, was about 100^ 
and 300 were taken prisoners. Historians will do justice to the 
bravery of the provincial troops on this occasion. 

After the defeat. Col. Arnold, who now commanded the troops, 
continued some months before Quebec, although his troops weie 
reduced in numbers, and suffered incredibly from cold and sfckness. 

The death of General Montgomeiy was greatly and sincerely re- 
gretted on botli sides. *' His many amiable qualities had procured 
him an uncommon share of private affection, and liis great abilities^ 
an equal proportion of pubUc esteem. His name was mentioned ia 
pariiament witli singular respect. The minister himself acknow- 
ledged his woilh, while he reprobated the cause in which he M. 
He concluded an involuntary panegyric, by saying, "Curse onli 
virtues, the;y have updone his country." 

About this time, the large and flourishing town of Norfolk, in Vt 
ginia, was wantonly burnt by order of Lord Dunmore, thetben 
royal governor of that province. 
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General Gage went to England in September, and was succeeded 
in the command by General Howe. 

Falmouth, a considerable town in the Province of Maine, in Mas- 
sachusetts, shared the fate of Norfolk ; being laid in ashes by order 
of the British admiral. 

The British king entered into treaties with some of the German 
princes for about fourteen thousand men, who were to be sent to 
America the next year to assist in subduing the colonies. The par- 
liament also passed an act, forbidding all intercourse with Amenca ; 
and while they repealed the Boston port and fishery bills, they de- 
clared all American property on the high seas, forfeited to the cap- 
tors. 

'' General Washington, on his first arrival in camp, had found 
*' the materials for a good army -," but they were in the crudest state. 
Tlie troops having been raised by the different colonial governments, 
no uniformity existed among the regiments. Animated by the spirit 
of that very liberty, for which they were preparing to fight, and un- 
accustomed to discipline, they neither felt the incUnation, nor realiz- 
ed the iniportance, of subjecUon to military rules. The difficulty of 
establishing subordination was greatly increased by tlie shoitness of 
the tenns of inlistments, some of which were to expire in November, 
and none to continue longer than December. The general soon 
made the alarming discovery, that there was not more powder than 
sufficient to furnish each man with nine cartridges. Althougli by 
great address this dangerous deficiency was concealed from the 
enemy ; yet the want of bavonets, wliich was very considerable, 
could not be kept secret. The army was in such need of tents, as to 
be unavoidably lodged in barracks ; a circumstance extremely un- 
favourable k) sudden movements, to health, and discipline. Thei^ 
was no commissary-general, and therefore no systematic arrange- 
ment for obtaining provisions. A supply of clothes was rendered 
peculiarly difficult by the non-importation agreements. Thei*e was 
a total want of engineers, and an extreme deficiency of working 
tools. The general, happily qualified at once to meet difficulties, 
and to remove them, took immediate care to organize the troops, to 
fit tliem for actual service, and to make arrangements foi* the neces- 
sary supplies. Next to these objects, he considered the re-inlist- 
ment of the army the most interesting. To tliis essential object he 
had early solicited the attention of Congress ; and a committee had 
been appointed, witli directions to repair to the camp at Cambridge, 
there to consult with the commander in chief, and witli the chief 
magistrates of New-Hampshire, Connecticut, and Rhode-Island, 
and the council of Massachusetts, " on the most effectual method of 
continuing, supporting, and regulating a continental army." Re- 
cniiting orders were at length issued -, but tlio progi'ess in raising 
recruits was by no means proportioned to ihe public exigencies. On 
the last day of December, when all the old tuoops, not engaged on 
tlie new ettoblishments, were disbanded, there had been inlisted for 
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the army of 1716 no more than nine thousand six hundred and fifty 
mcjn. An earnest recommendation of General Washington to con- 

fress to try the influence of a boiuity was not acceded to until late in 
anuary ; but during the winter the numbers of new recruits were 
considerably augmented. " The history of this winter campaign,*^ 
says the biographer of Washington, " is a history of continuuig and 
successive struggles on the part of the American general, under the 
vexations and (ufiiculties imposed by tlie want of arms, aminunitkiDi 
and permanent troops, on a person in an uncommon degree solicitois 
to prove himself, by some grand and useful achievement, worthy of 
the hieh station to which the voice of his country had called him*'' 
Hitherto the general had found employment enough within the 
limits of his own encampment. " It is not in the pa^es of history, 
perhaps," he observes, in a letter to congress, " tofiimish a case lib 
ours. To maintain a post within musket shot of the enemy for six 
months together, without ammunition^ and at the same time to dis- 
band one army and recruit another, within that distance of twenty 
odd British regiments, is more, probably, than ever was attempted.'' 
Dissatisfied, however, with so mactive a service, he had some time 
been contemplating an attack on Bofstou, as soon as he could be 
justified in attempting the execution of so bold a design. About the 
middle of February, the severe cold setting in, and the ice beconung 
suificiently finn to bear the troops, he was disposed to make thit 
attempt ; but a council of war, summoned on the occasion, being 
almost unanimous against the measure, he reluctantly abandoned it 
The effective regular force of the Americans now amounted ti 
upwaixl of fourteen thousand men ; in addition to which the com- 
mander in chief called out about i^x tliousand of the militia of Mas- 
sachusetts. With these troops he determined to take possession of 
the heights of Dorchester, whence it would be in his power greatly to 
annoy the ships in the haibour and the soldiei*s in the town. By 
taking this position, from which the enemy would inevitably attempt 
to drive him, he expected to bring on a general action, dunng which 
he intended to cross over from Cambridge side with four thousand 
chosen men, and attack the town of Boston. To conceal his des^ 
and to divert tlie attention of the garrison, a heavy bombardment of 
the town and lines of tlie enemy was begun on uie evening of the 
second of March, and repeated the two succeeding nights. On the 
night of the fourth, immediately after the firing began, a consideraUe 
detachment, under the command of General Thomas, passing fifom 
Roxbury, took silent possession of Dorchester Heights. The ground 
was aJmost impenetrably hard, but the night was mild, and by 
labouring with great diligence, their works were so far advanced bf 
morning, as to cover them, in a great measure, from the shot of tb 
enemy. When the British, afier day break, discovered these woftaj 
which were magnified to the view by a hazy atmosphere, nothiiie 
could exceed their astonishment. Some of their officers afterwaiS 
acknowledged, that the expedition with which they were tbioM 
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up, with their sudden and unexpected appeai-ance, recalled to their 
minds those wonderful stones of enchantment and inviabie agency, 
which are so frequent in tiie Eastern romances.* Nothing now 
remained, but to abandon the town, or to dislodge the provincials* 
General Howe, with his usual spirit, chose the latter part of tlie al- 
ternative, and took measures for the embarkation on that very 
evening of five regiments, with the light infantry and grenadiers, 
on the important but most hazardous service. The transports fell 
down in the evening toward the castle, with the troops, amounting 
to about two thousand men ; but a tremendous storm at night ren- 
dered the execution of the design absolutely impracticable. A 
coimcil of war was called the next morning, and agreed to evacuate 
the town as soon as possible. A fortnight elapsed before that meas- 
ure was eflected. Meanwhile the Americans, strengthened and 
extended their works ; and on the morning of the seventeenth of 
i\Iarch the British discovered a breast-work, that had been tlux>wn 
up in the night at Nook^s Hill, on Dorchester peninsula, which per- 
fectly commanded Boston neck, and the south part of the town. 
Delay was no longer safe. By four in the morning, the king's 
tnx>ps, with those Americans wHo were attached to the royal cause, 
began to embark ; and before ten all of them were under sail. As the 
rear embarked. General Washington marched triumphantly into 
Boston, where he was joyfully received, as a deliverer. The Brit- 
ish fleet, after a detention of nine days in Nantasket Road, set sail 
for Halifax. 

General Arnold, under all his discouragements, continued tlie 
blockade of Quebec ; but at length, in a council of war, it was unan- 
imously deteimined, that the troops were in no condition to risk an 
assault, and the army was removed to a more defensible position. 
The Canadians, at this juncture, receiving considerable reinforce- 
ments, the Americans were compelled to relinquish one post after 
another, and, by the eighteenth of June they had evacuated Canada. 

Beside the relief of Quebec and the recovery of Canada, the 
British, in the projected campaign for this year, proposed two objects ; 
one was, to make a strong impression on some ofthe soutliem colo- 
nies ; the other, and the principal, was to take possession of New- 
York. The execution of that part ofthe plan, which respected the 
southern colonies, was committed to General Clinton ana Sir Peter 
Parker ; who, having formed a junction at Cape Fear, concluded to 
attempt the reduction of Charleston. For that place they accord- 
ingly sailed, with two thousand eight hundred land forces ; and, 
crossing Charleston bar on the fourth of June, anchored about three 
miles from Sullivan's Island. Every exertion liad been previously 
maxle to put the colony, and especially its capital, in a posture of 
defence. Works had' been erected on Sullivan's Island, which lies 
about six miles below Charleston toward the sea, and so near the 

•AoDoal Rcg:iater. 
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uhanncK tis to be a convenient post for annojring ships when ap- 
pix)achin^ the town. The militia of the country now repaired in 
great nunibei-s to Cliarloston ; and at this critical juncture Major 
General Lvc. who had lM?en appointed by congi-ess to the immedi- 
ate cammand of all the forces in the southern department, arrived 
with the regular troops of the northern colonies. On the twenfy- 
eighth of July, Sir Peter Paiker attacked tlie fort on Sullivan's 
Island, with two fifty gini sliips, four frigates of twenty-eight guns, 
the Splwnx of ivvenly guns, the Friendship armed vessel of twenty- 
two guns, and the Ranger sloop and Thunder lx)mb, each of ei^t 
ginis. On the fort were mounted twenty-six cannon, witli whidi 
the garrison, consisting of three hundi-ecl and seventy-five regulan 
and a few militia, !inder the command of Colonel Moultrie, made a 
most gallant defence. The attack commenced between ten and 
eleven in the morning, and was continued upward of ten hours.— 
Tliiefi of the ships, advancing about twelve o'clock to attack the 
wesiern wing of the fort, became entangled with a shoal ; to whicli 
providential incident the presei-vation of the gamson is ascribod. 
At half past nine, the firing on both sides ceased; and soon after the 
ships slipped their cables. In this action, the deliberate and H'efl 
directed fire of the garrison exceedingly shattered tlie ships ; andthe 
killed and wounded on board exceeded two Inrndred men. The 
loss of the garrison was only ten men killed and twenty-two wound- 
ed. Though many thousand shot were fired from the shipping, yet 
the Wv)rks wove but httle damaged. The fort being built of {»!• 
metto, a tree indigenous to Carolina, of a remarkably spongy nature^ 
the shot, which struck it, were merely buried in the wood^^iithout 
shivering it. Hardly a hut or a tree on the island escaped. The 
thanks of congress were given to General Lee, and to Coloneb 
Thomson and Moultrie, for their good conduct on this niemoraUe 
day ; and the fort, in c-ompliment to the commanding officer, was 
from that time called Fort MoulUie. 

Tiie measures of the British government accelerated an event 
which, if anticipated and wished by a lew of the colonists, liadnot 
hitherto been generally desired. Independence was hot the ol^ 
of the controversy ; but constitutional hberty. Opprossion, bydfr 
manding more than is due, loses the l>encfit of legal claims. Dup 
ing the last session of parliament, the ultimate i)lan for reducing the 
colonies w^as fixed. The Americans were declared out of the royal 
protection ; and sixteen thousand foreign mercenaries vvci'e. to be 
employed to effect their subjugation. Intelligence of tliis act decided 
the (juestion of the expediency of independence. " Protection anJ 
allegiance are reciprocal," said the colonists, " and the refusal rf 
the first is a legal ground of justification for withholding the last." 
To dt^^lare themselves independent, was no more than to unnounee 
to thv- world the real pchtical state, in w^hich Great Britain tai 
placed them. While the legality of this measure was thus argued, 
Its immediate necessity was proved. " If Great Britain calls in ti» 
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ttid of strangers to crush us, we must seek similar aid for our own 
prcjservation." But foreign assistance must be sought in the charac- 
ter of independent states ; else the colonists must still be considered 
tis subjects, carrying on war against their king, and rely on their own 
resources. These and similar reasonings were enforced by power- 
ful addresses to the passions. A pamohlet under the signature of 
Common Sense, written by Thomas raine, produced great effect. 
While it demonstrated the necessity, the advantages, and the prac- 
ticability of independence, it treatedi kingly government with oppro- 
brium, and hereditary succession with ridicule. The cliange ot the 
public mind, on this occasion, is witliout a parallel. " In uie short 
space of two years, nearly three millions of people passed over from 
tne love and duty of loyal subjects, to the hatred and resentment of 
enemies." 

On the seventh of June, a motion was made in congress, by Rich- 
ard Henry Lee of Virginia, for declaring the colonies free and inde- 
pendent. This motion caused very interesting and animated 
debates, and gave great scope to genius and eloquence. John 
Adams, Richard Henry Lee, and John Dickinson, who took oppo- 
site sides of tlie question, the first for independence, and the 
other against it, were pre-eminently distinguished. After a full dis- 
eussion, the measure was approved by nearly a unanimous vote."* 

"We here insert president Lee's speech on the occasion. 

'• I do not know, most pmdent men and virtuous citizens, whether 
among transactions handed down to us by historians, which originated 
in civil discord, and excited either a love of hberty in the people or 
aiTil)itious desires in their rulers, any can be found more interesting 
and important than that which now engages our attention ; whether 
"we consider the future destiny of this free and viiluous people, or 
that of our enemies, who, notwithstanding this cruel war and unac- 
customed tyranny, are our brethren, and descended from a common 
stock ; or that of other nations, whose eyes are intent upon this great 
spectacle, and who anticipate from our success more freedom for 
themselves, or from our defeat apprehend heavier chains and a 
severer bondage. For the question is not whether we shall acquire 
an increase of territorial dominion, or wickedly wrest from others 
their iust possessions ; but whether we shall presei-ve or lose forever, 
that liberty which we have inherited from our ancestors, which we 
liave sought to preserve by crossing a wide and tempestuous ocean, 
and which we have defended, in this land, against barbarous men, 
cpntending, at the same time, against the beasts of the wilderness 
'^mnd the diseases of an ungenial clime. And if so many and distin- 
■ guishedpraises have always been lavished upon the generous defend- 
ers of Greek and Roman hberty, what will be said of us, who 
jglefend, not that freedom which rests upon the capricious will of an 
-unstable multitude; but on immutable statutes and our tutelary 

* Holmes' AflMncaa AwMiJii TJ9L ii. p, 346-3d4t 
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laws ; not that which was the exclusive privilege of a few patricians^ 
but that which is tlie property of all : not that, finally, whicn is stained 
by unjust ostracisms or the decimation of aiTnies ; but that which is 
pure, temperate, and gentle, and conformed to the mild manners of 
the age in which we live. Why then, why do we procrastinate, and 
to what purpose are these delays ? Let us finish tne undertaking so 
well begun ; and since we cannot hope to secure that liberty and 
peace, which are our delight, in a continuance of the union with 
England, let us break the ties which bind us together, and perfect 
that which we enjoy already, I mean, our entire and absolute inde- 
pendence. Nor must I here, in the beginning of my discourse, omit 
to say, that if we have reached that fatal extremity, where nothing 
else can exist between America and England, but such war or such 
peace as may exist between nations foreign to each other, this can 
only be imputed to the insatiable cupidity, the tyrannical proceed- 
ings, and reiterated outrages of the British ministry. On our part, 
nothing was omitted that might preserve the ancient state of peace, 
and harmony. Who has not heard our prayers, and who is ignorant 
of our supplications? England alone was deaf to our complaints, 
and wanted that compassion which was generously bestoweid upon 
us by other nations. And as at first our forbearance, and then our 
resistance have been equally insufficient ; since our prayers were 
unavailing, as well as the blood lately shed ; we must go further, 
and secure our independence. Nor let any one believe that thi 
alternative can be avoided. The time will undoubtedly come, when 
the fatal separation will take place, whether you will or no; fcr 
such will be the inevitable consequence of the nature of things; rf 
our always increasing population ; of the fertility of our land ; of the 
extent of our territoiy ; of the industry of our countrymen ; of the 
wide intervening ocean ; of the distance of the two countries* And 
if this be true, as it is most true, who does not see that the sooner it j 
takes place the better ; and that it would be not only imprudent, 
but the height of folly not to seize the present occasion, when Brit- 
ish injustice has filled all hearts with indignation, inspired all minds 
with com'age, produced concord, convinced the understandings, and 
made us fly to arms to defend our lives ? And how long shallwebe 
compelled to traverse three thousand miles of a tempestuous sea to 
ask of haughty and insolent men for counsel or commands respecting 
our domestic concerns ? Does it not become a great, rich, and pow- 
erful nation, as we are, to look at home, and not abroad, for the 
government of our affairs? How can a ministry of strangers judge 
correctly of our concerns, respecting which it has no knowleii^, and i 
in which it has no interest ? The past justice of the British minisier* , 
should make us beware of the future, if they should again fix iheir 
iron fangs upon us. Since it has pleased the cruelty of oui enemie* 
to place before us the alternative of slaveiy or independence, wliei* 
is the generous minded man, and the lover of his countiy, who ra* : 
lieaitate to choose ? With these perfidious men no promise is secure^ > 
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BO pledges sacred. Let us 'suppose, wliich Heaven avert ! that we 
are conquered, or are obliged to come to terms. What assurance 
have we of the British moderation in victory, or good faith in treaty ? 
Is it their having inhsted, and let loose against us the ferocious In- 
dians of the forest, and the merciless soldiers of Germany ? Is it that 
faith, which has been so many times pledged, and so many times, 
broken, during the present contest ? Is it the British faith, which is 
considered more false than punic ? Have we not rather reason to 
expect, that when we have delivered ourselves naked and unarmed 
into their hands, they will wreak their vengeance upon us, will bind 
us with heavier chains, in order to deprive us not only of the power, 
but even of the hope of again casting off the yoke ? But let us sup- 
pose that there wiU happen in the present case, what has never hap- 
pened in any other, that the British government will forget past 
offences and comply with the conditions of peace ; can we believe 
that after so long a contest, after so many wounds, so many deaths, 
and so much bloodshed, our reconcihation could be dumble, and that 
eveiy day in the midst of so much hatred and rancour, would not af- 
ford some fresh subject of animosity ? The two nations are already 
separated in interest and affections ; the one is conscious of its former 
strength, the other has become acquai ited with its recently exerted 
force ; the one intends to rule in an arbitrary manner, the other will 
not* obey even if allowed its privileges. In such a state of things, 
what peace, what harmony can be expected ? The Americans may 
become faithful friends of the Cndish, but subjects, never. And let 
u^ suppose even that union could be restored without rancour, it 
could not without danger. The wealth and power of Great Britain 
should inspire prudent men with fears for the future. Having reach- 
ed such a heignt of grandeur that she has little or nothing to dread 
from foreign powers, in the security of peace, the hearts of her people 
will become em rvated, manners will be corrupted, her youth will 
become vicious, and the nation degenerating in body and ui mind, 
England will become the prey of foreign enemies or ambitious citi- 
zens. Should we remain united with her, we should partake ol hei* 
corruptions and misfortunes, so much more to be dreaded as they 
would be irreparable ; separated from her, and remaining as we now 
are, we should have to fear neither the securitiy of peace nor the 
dangers of war. And by a declaration of our freedom, the perils 
would not be increased, but the minds of men would be better pie- 
paied, and victory moi-e sure. Let us then take a firm step, and 
escape from this labyrinth : we have assumed the sovereign power, 
and dai-enot own it ; we disobey a king, and acknowledge ouiseives 
his subjects ; wage war against a nation, upon whom we always 
profess to be wilung to be dependent. In this uncertain state of 
things the inclinations of men are waveiing ; ardent resolves are 
impeded ; new difhcultieR are continually arising ; our generals nei- 
ther respected, nor obeyed ; our soldiers neither confident, nor zeal- 
ous ; weak at iiome, aod despised abroad, foreiga princes can neithei: 

3^ 
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esteem nor succour so tinud and wavering a people. But inde- 
pendence once proclaimed, and our object avowed, more manly and 
decided measures will be adopted ; the greatness of the end in view 
will inspire the minds of the people with an energy proportionablv 
great : the civil magistrates will be filled with new zeal, generate 
^vith new ardbur, the soldiers with new courage, and all our citi- 
zens with more constancy and alertness, intent on this sublime and 
generous undertaking. But in consequence of it, will England con- 
tend against us with more energy and rage than she has already t 
Certainly not ; she terms resistance to oppression, rebellion, as well 
as independence. And where are those formidable troops, that are 
to subdue the Americans ? The En^ish could not, and shall the 
Grermans do it ? Are they more brave, or better disciplined than the 
English ? No ! Besides, if the enemy's numbers have mcreased, ouis 
have not diminished ; and we have acquired in the severe battles cf 
the present year, tlie practice of armsyand the experience of war. 
Who doubts then that a declaration of independence will procure 
us allies 1 All nations are desirous of prucunin^. by commerce, the 
production of our exuberant &»oil ; they will visit our ports hitherto 
closed by the monopoly of insatiable EIngland. They are no les 
eager to contemplate the recluction of her hated power ; they all 
loathe her barbarous dominion ; their succours will evince to our 
brave countrymen the gratitude thev bear them for having been the 
first to shake the foundation of this Colossus. Fordgn pnnces wait 
only for the extinction of all hazard of reconciliation to throw off 
their present reserve. If this measure is usefiil, it is no less becomiu 
our oignity. America has arrived at a degree of power wlucfi 
assigns her a place amon^ independent nations ; we are not less 
entitied to it than the English themselves. If tliey have wealth,' so 
have we ; if they are brave, so are we ; if they are numerous, our 
population, through the incredible fruitfulness of our chaste wives, 
will soon equal theirs ; if they have men of renown as well in peace 
as in war, we likewise have such ; political revolutions usuallv pro- 
duce great, brave, and generous spints. From what we have already 
achieved in these painful beginmngs, it is easy to presume what we 
shall hereafter accomplish, for experience is the source of sage coun- 
sels, and liberty is the mother of great men. Have you not seen the 
enemy driven from Lexington, by thirty thousand citizens armed and 
assembled in one day ? Already their most celebrated generak 
have yielded in Boston to the skill of ours ; already tfieir seamen, 
repulsed from our coasts, wander over the ocean, where they are the 
sport of the tempest, and the prey of famine. Let us hail the fa- 
vourable omen, and fight, not for the sake of knowing on what terms 
we are to be the slaves of England, but to secure to ourselves a free 
existence, to found a just and independent government. Animated 
by liberty, the Greeks repulsed the innumerable army of Persians ; 
sustained by the love of independence, the Swiss and the Dutch hum- 
bled the power of Austria by memorable defeats, and conquerod ft 
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rank among nations. But the sun of America also shines upon the 
heads of the brave ; the point of oiu* weapons is no less formidable 
than theirs ; here also the same union prevails, the same contempt of 
dan^rs and of death in asserting the cause of our country. 

"Why then do we longer delay ; why still deliberate ? Let this 
most happy day give birth to the American Republic. Let her arise, 
not to devastate and conquer, but to re-establish the reign of peac0 
and of the laws. The eyes of Europe are fixed upon us ! she de- 
mands of us a hving example of freedom, that may contrast, by the 
felicity of the citizens, with the eVer increasing tyranny which deso- 
lates her polluted shores. She invites us to prepare an asylum where 
the unhappy ma}r find solace, and the persecuted, repose. She in- 
treats us to cultivate a propitious soil, where that generous plant, 
which first sprung up and grew in England, but is now withered by 
the poisonous blasts of Scottish tyranny, may revive and flourish, 
sheltering under its salubrious and interminable shade all the unfor* 
lunate of the himian race. This is the end presaged by so many 
omens, by our first victories, by the present ardour and umon,by tte 
flight of Howe, and the pestilence which broke out amongst Dun- 
more's people, by the very winds which baffled the enemy's fleets 
and transports, and that terrible tempest which ingulfed seven hun- 
dred vessels upon the coast of Newfoundland. If we are not this 
day wanting in our dutv to the country, the names of the American 
legislators will be exalted, in the eyes of posterity, to a level with 
those of Theseus, Lycurgus, of Romulus, of Numa, of the three Wil- 
Uams of Nassau, and of all those whose memory has been, and will 
be, forever dear to virtuous men and good citizens." 

July 6, Congress published their Declaration of Independence, 
which separated America from Great Britain. This ^leoi event 
took place two hundred and eighty-four years after the discovery of 
America by Columbus ; one hundred and sixty-six from the first 
effectual settlement in Virginia ; and one hundred and fifty-six fipom 
the first settlement of Plymouth, in Massachusetts, which were the 
earliest English settlements in America. We record this celebrated 
document as a prominent article in our history. 

A DECLARATION 

BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

" When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of 
nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of man- 
kind requires that they should declare tne causes wnich impel them 
to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident ; that all men are created 
equal ; that they are endowed, by their Creator, with certain unalien- 
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able rights ; that among these are lite, liberty, and the pursint of 
happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the gpr- 
emed ; that whenever any foim of government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the ngnt of the people to alter or to abolish it^ and 
to institute new government, laying its foundation on suchprinciplesi 
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to eflfect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will 
dictate, that governments long established, should not be chang^ 
for Ught and transient causes ; and accordingly all experience Imtli 
shewn, that mankind arc more disposed to suffer, wnile evils are 
sufferable, than to right tliemsclves by aI)olishing the forms to wUcfa 
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usiui- 
pations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design te 
reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is thdr 
duty, to throw ofl' such government, and to provide new guards fiv 
their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
colonics ; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to 
alter their former systems of government. The history of the preaexi 
King of Great-Bntain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpa- 
tions, all having in direct object the establishment of an absohte 
tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted tB 
a candid world. 

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and neoea* 
'Saiy for the public good. 

He has forbidden his eoveinors to pass laws of immediate anl 
pressing importance, unless suspend^ in their operation till Ui 
assent should be obtained -, and when so suspended he has utteriy 
neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the acconunodation of laige 
districts of people, unless those people would relinauish the ti^ of 
representation m the legislature ; a right inestimable to them, and 
formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, un- 
comfortable, and distant from the depository of their public recoidB^ 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them mto compliance with his meas- 
ures. 

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing 
with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused, for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause 
others to be elected ; whereby the legislative powers, incapable rf 
annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exerdse ; 
the state remaining, hi the mean time, exposed to all the dangers of 
invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these states; fcr 
that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foi^ioiers ; 
refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither> and rais- 
ing the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 
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He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his 
assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. • 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of 
their offices, and the amount and payment of tlieir salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swanns 
of officers to harass our people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept amon^ us, in times of peace, standing armies, without 
the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent of, and superior 
to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreig^n 
to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws ; giving Ids 
assent to their acts of pretended legislation : 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us : 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any 
murders which they shouldf commit on the inhabitants of these states : 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : 

For imposing taxes on us without oiu- consent : 

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury : 

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offences : 

For abolishing the free sj^stem of English laws in a neighbouring 
province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarg* 
jng its boundaries, so as to render it at once an example and fit instru- 
ment for intix)ducing the same absolute rule into these colonies : 

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, 
and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments : 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves 
invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his pro- 
Cection, and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, 
and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is, at this time, transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries 
to complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already 
begun with circumstances of cmelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled 
in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civ- 
ilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the high 
seas, to bear arms against their country, to become the executioners 
of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insun'ections amongst us, and has en- 
deavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless 
Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished 
destruction, of all ages, sexes, and conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress 
in the most humble terms : Our repeated petitions have been an- 
swered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character if " 
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marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of a free people. ■ 

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. 
We have warned them, from time to time, of attempts by th^ legis- 
lature to extend an unwairantable jurisdiction over us. We have 
reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settle- 
ment here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnan- 
imitVy and we have conjured them, by the ties of our conunoD 
kindred, to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably into> 
nipt our connexions and correspondence. They too have been deaf 
to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, 
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our separation, and 
hold them, as we hold the re^ of mankind, enemies in ivar, in peace 
friends. 

We, therefore, the representatives of the UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS assembled, appeal- 
ing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our inten- 
tions, do, in tne name, and by the authority of the good people of 
these colonies, solemnly publish and declare. That these Unhed 
Colonies are, and ofright ought to be, FREE and INDEPEND- 
ENT STATES ; that they are absolved from all allegiance tothB 
British crown, and that all political connexion between ttem andtb 
state of Great Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved : and tfalt 
as FREE and INDEPENDENT STATES, they have fi 
power to levy war, conclude peace, contract allianceB) estabU 
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which INDEPEN& 
ENT STATES mav of right do. And for the support of tkii 
declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of DIVINI 
PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to each other our fives, o> 
ibrtimes, and our sacred honour. 

The foregmn^ declaration was, by order of Congress engrossed ui( 
signed by the following members : 

JOHN HANCOCK. 

JSTeW'Hatnpshire. J^eW'York, 

Josiah Bartlett, William Floyd, 

William Whipple, Philip Livii^ston, 

Matthew Thornton. FraDcis Lems, 

MassachusettS'Bay. Lewis Morris. 
Samuel Adams, Nen- Jersey. 

John Adams Richard Stockton, 

Robert Treat Paine, John Witherspoon, 

Elbridffe Gerry. Francis Hopkinson, 

Hhode-Islandy &c. John Hart. 

Stephen Hopkins, Abraham Clark. 
William Elleiy. Penntylvmia, 

Ckmnecticut. Robert Morns. 

Roger Sherman, Benjamin Rush, 

Samuel Huntington, Benjamin Franklim, 

William Williams, John Morton, 

Oliver Wolcott. Geoige Clymer, 
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3 Smith, Thomas Nelson, Jr. 

je Taylor, Francis Lightfoot Lee, 

s Wilson, Carter Braxton 
;e Ross.* JSTorth-Carolina^ 

Delaware, William Hooi^er, 

r Rodney, Joseph Hewes, 

fe Read. John Penn. 

Maryland. South-Carolines. 

el Chase, Edward Rutledge, . 

im Paca, Thomas Hey ward, Jrv 

las Stone, Thomas Lynch, Jr. 

es Carroll, of Carrollton. Arthur Middleton* 

Virginia. Cteorgia, 

fe W^the, Button Gwinnett, 

ird Heniy Lee, Lyman Hall, 

las Jefferson, Georee Walton, 
imm Harrison, 

The Declaration of Independence once published to the wbrld 
such solemnity, gave a new character to the contest, not only 
3 Colonies, but in Europe, Before this decisive step, the Amen- 
3eople were regarded by maiiy able and good men, as well as 
d poUticians, on both sides of the Adantic, rather as children 
glmg for doubtful privileges with a parent, than as men contend- 
n\h men for then* natural and indisputable rights. But this 
erate appeal to the nations of the earth, to posterity, and to 
jod of battles, gave a new political character, an immediate 
ty and manhood, to their cause* It was no longer the unholy 
;gle of subjects against their monarch ; of children against theur 
nt ; of rash and turbulent men who never measure nor weigh 
onsequence of their deeds : it was no longer a contest for mere 
ers of opinion, but for a national existence, for life or death. It 
me, under the awful sanction of that assembly, the temperate 
determined stand of men who have entrenched themselves with- 
B certain and thoroughly-understood limits of their rights ; of men 
had coimted the cost dispassionately, and measured the event 
Dut shrinking ; of men who felt, deliberated and acted, as the 
jsentatives of a whole people, conscious of their infirmities 
Jieir responsibility ; knowing the might of their adversaries, and 
weakness of their fnends, but determined to do their duty to their 
iren, and leave them their inheritance undisturbed and unim- 
jd. Or if that might not be, and the liberties of Englishmen 
5 no longer the protection of their wives, or the birth-right of 
children, — to leave them as wddows and orphans to the charity 
eaven. 

be Declaration of Independence was, of itself, a victory, — ^a vie- 
over the passions, prejudices and fears of a multitude. It drew 
ine forever, between the friends and the foes of America. It 



« name of Thomas IMPKean ihoald be in this list, as he was ooe of the ori|inai 
B of this iQitnuMBt [See hit letter to President Adaasi June 1917, in the Free- 
JoumaLJ 
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left no neutrals. He, who was not for independence, uncondli 
inde|)endence, was an enemy. The etTect produced upon the 
lie mind by the boldness and unanimity manifested on this occa 
by the delegates of the several Colonies, operated on the g^ 
confidence of the people as much as a similar declaration ¥ 
have done, had it been adopted and signed by the whole popul 
of the states. In the public exultation at the time, the murmt 
disapprobation were imheard ; and the opposition to be expi 
fix>m the discontented and factious, who were alwaj^ a formic 
minority, and in the very bosom of the country, was entirely < 
look(*d." 

"The plan, as matured for the campaign of 1776, by the Bi 
ministry, embraced three extensive objects. The first, was i 
Ueve (Quebec, and diive out the Americans from Canada, 
second was to make a powerful movement upon some of the m 
em colonies ; the execution of which was entrusted to Sir fi 
Clinton and Sir Peter Parker; and the tliird, and most importa 
all, was to take possession of New- York with a force sufficii 
powerful to hold Hudson River ; form a Une of communicalioo 
the royal army in Canada ; embarrass or intercept the intera 
between the eastern and middle Colonies, and overrun the surro 
ing (*ountry. Tliis expedition was committed to Sir Wil 
Howe."* 

'• It had early occurred to General Washington, that the ca 
situation of New- York, vsdth the numerous advantages attend&oi 
passession of that city, would render its reduction an object « 
nrst importance to the British. Under this impression, before 
enemy evacuated Boston he had detached General Lee from C 
bridge, to put Long Island and New- York into a posture of deft 
Soon after the evacuation, he followed, and fixea his head quai 
in New- York, where tlie greater part of the troops rendezvoa 
A part of t!)e residue was left in Massachusetts ; and about tif 
thriH^ thousand were ordered to Canada. ^ 

At the opening of the campaign, congress instituted a flying ci 
to consist of an intermediate corps, between regular soldkrt' 
militia ; and called for ten thousand men from the states of fi 
sylvania, Maryland, and Delaware, to be in constant service to 
first day of the ensuing December ; and for thirteen thousandc 
bundled of thcj common militia from Massachusetts, Conne^ti 
New- York, and New-Jersev. 

The command of the British force, destined to operate Bff 
New-York, was given to Admiiul Lord Howe, and his brother 
William ; who, in addition to their military powers, were appoil 
cc'minissioviers for if scoring peace to the colonies. General Ho 
after waiting two mc^nths at Halifax for his brother and the expec 
reinforcements fiom England, sailed with the force which he i 
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'IMviously commanded in Boston ; and, directing his course toward 

JNew-York, arrived in the latter end of June off Sandy-Hook. Ad* 

Imral Lord Howe, with part of the reinforcement liom England, 

arrived at Halifax soon after his brother's departure ; and, without 

dropping anchor, followed knd joined him near Staten-Island. These 

•-two royal commissioners, before they commenced military operar 

iiops, attempted to effect a reunion between the colonies and weat- 

JK^TBritain ; but both the substance and the form of their communic^- 

^..tioffis for that purpose were too exceptionable, to be for a moment 

'seriously regarded. 

The British forces waited so long to receive accession from Hali- 
'^&x, South-Carolina, Florida, the West- Indies, and Europe, thai the 
.^,toonth of August was far advanced before they were in a condition 
J^ open the campaign . Their commanders, having resolved to make 
^jtheir first attempt on Long-Island, landed their troops, estimated at 
Vabout twentj'-four thousand men, at Gravesend Bay, to the right of 
<ihe Narrows/ The Americans, to the amount of Meen thousand, 
r.«nder Major-General SuUivaR,* were posted on a peninsula between 
jMill Creek, a little above Red Hook, and an elbow of East River, 
called Whaaleboght Bay. Here they had e.ected strong fortifica- 
tions, which were separated frora New- York by East River, at the 
^ distance of a mile. A line of intrenchraent from the Mill Creek 
ijenclosed a large space of ground, on which stood the American 
if'.camp, near the village of Brooldyn. This line was secured by 
^ abbatis, and flanked by strong redoubts. The armies were sepai-ated 
- by a range of hills, covered with a tliick wood, which intei-sect the 
; country from west to east, terminating on tlie east near Jamaica. 
f ' Through these hilk there wei'e three roads ; one near tlie Narrows, 
• a second on the Flatbush road, and a third pu the Bedford road ; 
and these were the only passes from tlie south side of tlie hills to tlie 
; American Hues, excepthig a road, which led to Jkftiaica round the 
'•■'.easterly end of the hills. General Putnam, agi-^eably to the in- 
structions of General Washington, had detached a considerable part 
of his men to occupy the woody liills and passes ; but in the peiform- 
. ance of this service there appeal's to have been a deficiency either of 
akill or of vigilance. 

When the whole British army was landed, the Hessians, under 
General Heister, composed the centre at Flatbush 4 Major-Geneml 
^ Grant commanded the left wing, which extended to the coast ; and 
' the principal army, under the command of Gen. Clinton, Earl Percy, 
and Lord ComwaUis, turned short to the right, and approached the 
opposite coast at Flatland. The position of the Americans having 
been reconnoitred. Sir WUliam Ilowe, fi:om the intelligence given 

* The part of the armj, ttatioQed on Lonf^^Island, was originally commanded by 
Major-General Greene ; but he, being taken extremely ill, was succeeded by Major- 
Oeneral SnUivan. Tbii officer commanded all the troopi without the lines ; and 
Major-General Putnam took commmnd at Brooklyn, tie oamp at that place beinf^ 
reiojfbrced with fix regimentv. 

3ft 
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liim, detennined to attempt to turn tlieir left flank. The right fl . ^ 
of his niTiw. consisting of a strong advanced corps, commanded In 
General Clinton and supported by the brigades imder L,ord Pel* 
liegan at nme o'clock at night on the twenty-sixth of August to tndj 
from P'latland ; and, passing through the New IjOts, arrived on tf 
Jwad, that crosses die hills from Bedford toJaipaice.. Having tal 
&patrol,they seized the pass, without alarming tiie Americans, 
half after eight in the morning, the British troops, ha\iiig passed tl 
heights and reached Bedford, began an attack on the left of t] 
American army. In the centre, General De Hei9l<>i-, soon atW*^ 
light, had begun to cannonade tJie troops, wiiich occupied the d 
road to Brooklyn, and whicli were commanded by Gener^ SulL. 
in person. As soon as die firing toward Bedford was heaid, 1 
Heistcr advanced and attacked the centre of the Americans, i ' 
after a wano engagement, were routed and driven into the vfo 
The firing towards Bedford giving thera the alarming notice, tnat'Q 
Britisli had turned llieir left flank, and were getting completely in 
th«ir rear ; they endeavoured to escape to tJio camp. The suddrt' I 
rout of this pai1y enabled De Heister to detach a part of Ms forc* 
against tliose, who were engai^ed near Bedford. Thepc also iJw 
Ajnericnns were Li-oken and dnven into the woods ; and die front|f "' 
the British column, led by General Chnton, continuiug to m 
forward, intei-cepted and engaged tltose whom De Heister had n 
ed, and drove them back into tlie woods. There thoy again met 1] 
Hessians, who drove them back on Uie British. Tims alternate 
<<liased and intercepted, some forced their way tlirongh the enemyl 
the lines of Brooklyn ; several saved themselves in the coverts of (^ 
%\'oods ; but a great part of the detachment was killed or taken. 

The left column, led hy General Gnmt, advancuig from the 2i 
rows along the coast, to (Hiert the attention of the Americana fi 
the principal attack on the right, had about midnight fallen infl 
Lord Stirling's advanced guard, stationed at a sti-ong pass, i 
compelled them to relmquisn it. As they were slowly retiring, i 
were met on the summit of the hills about break of day by Loiof 
Img, whohad been directed, with die two nearest regiments, ton 
(he British on the road leading ti-om_ the Narrows. Loni Stirul 
having posted Iiis men advantageously, a furious cannonade ci 
menced on both aides, which r^nfinued several hoiu-s. The firii 
toward BRwklyn, where the fugiUvcs were pursued by the BritiT 
giving notice to Loitl StirUng, diat tlie enemy had gained his re 
he instantly gave orders to retreat ai-ross a creek, near the Yel 
Mills, 'i'ne more effectually to secure the retreat of the main b ^ 
of fhedetaohment, he determined to attack in person a British corH J 
under Lord Cornwallis, stationed at a house somewhat above tV 
place where he proposed crossing the creek. With about four bun* I 
dred men, drawn out of Smaliwood's regiment for that puipose, he'l 
made a very spirited attack, and brought up this small corjis seveni.1 
limes to the charge, with confident expectation of di!<lodgin^ LoM I 
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gDmwallis frcmi bis post ; but, the force in liis front increasMng, an<il 
eneral Grant bow advancing on Iiis rear, he was compelled to sur- 
render himself and his brave men prisoners of war. This bold 
attempt, however, gave opportunity to a large part of the detachment 
to cross the creek, and eflect an escape. 

The loss of the Britisli and Hessians is stated by American his- 
torians at alx)ut 450 ; Stcdman says, '' it did not exceed 300 in 
idlled and wounded." The loss of the Amoricans w as not admit- 
ted by General Wasliington to exceed 1000 men, " but in this esti- 
mate he could only have included the rcgular troops." General 
Howe states the pnsoners to have been 1097, among whom were 
lifl^ajor-General SuUivaa^nd brigadiers Lord Stirling and \\'^oodhull. 

The enemy cncamp(?d in front of the American RncR ; and on the 
fticcecding night bR)ke ground wiihhi GOO yards of a redoubt on tlm 
left. In tliis critical state ol*the American army on Long Island ; ia 
Gront a numerous and victorious einnny with a iormidable train of ar- 
tillciy ; tlie fleet indicating an intc^ntion to force a j)assage into East 
River to make some attempt on i\cvv-York ; the troops lying without 
Ihelter from heavy rains, fatigued and dispirited ; it was determined to 
iirithdraw from the island ; and this difficult movement was ellected 
(vitli great skill and judgment, aiui with completi^ succ-ess. The 
lietreat was tP have commonce<l at eight o'clock ni the night of tlie 
j|9th; but a strong noillicast wind and a rapid tide ( aused a delay of 
^venil houre. In this extremity, Heaven remarkably lk\oui'ed th« 
iptive army. A southwest wind, sj)ringing up at eleven, essentially 
facilitated its passage from the island to thn city ; and a thick fog, 
bangingover Long Island fiom about two in tlie morninir. concealed 
ks movemonts from th(» enemy, who were so near that the sound of 
their pickaxes and siiovels was heard. General \\ ashington, as 
raras possible, inspected every thing. Fiom the commencement of 
ttie action on the morning of the 27th until tin tr(K)])s wei^ safely 
^cross East Rivt^r, he never closed his eyes, and was almost con- 
lltaDtly on hoi-seback."* 

• After Genei-al Washington by his retreat, had left the British in 
Complete possession of Long- Island, and not knowing what would 
be tlieir future operations, applied to General Know Iton, commander 
of a regiment of light infantry, to devise some means for gaining 
necessary information of the design of the liriUsh in tlieir future 
toovements. Captain Hale nobly offered liimsclf for this hazardous 
and important senice. His amiable, pious, int(;llig(;nt and patriotic 
ehamcter, and tlie sacrifice of his life in the manner in which he made 
jtlie sacrifice, entitle him to a distinguished rank among the first 
patriots of the revolution. The particulai-s of tliis tragical event; 
^nctioned by General Hull, who was knowing to them at tlie time^ 
arc related by Miss H. Adams in her liistory ol New-England. 

'' The retreat of General Wasliington, left the British in complete 
possession of Lon^ Island. What would be tlieir future opjeration^ 
jremained uncertam. To obtain information of tlieir situa tion, their 

*JIolnie«' American Aimal*,p. 'J54-ol>. 
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Strength and future movements, was of high importance* For this 
purpose. General Washington applied to Colonel Knowlton, who 
commanded a regiment of light infantry, which formed the van of 
the Amerif'an army, and desired him to adopt some mode of gaioin^ 
the necessary mforraation. Colonel Knowlton communicated tUs 
renuesi to Captain Hale, of Copnecticut, who was tlien a Captain 
in fiis regiment. This young officer, animated by a sense of du^, 
and considering that an opportunity presented itself by which he 
niigiit be usefiil to his countiy? f^t once offered himself a volunteer 
for this hazardous service. He passed in disguise to Long Island, 
examined c^^eiy part of the British army, and obtained tlie i)est post 
sible information respecting their situation and future operations* 

In his attempt to return, he was apprehended, canied before Sir 
William Howe, and the pi-oof of his object was so clear, that he 
frankly acknowledged who he was, and what were his views. 

Sir William Howe at once gave an order to tlie provost marshal 
to execute him the next morning. 

The order was accordingly executed in a most unfeeling nwlpr 
ner, and by as great a savage as ever disgraced humanity. Aolfri 
gyman, wliosc attendance he desired, was refused him ; ahibfefbr 
a moment's devotion was not procured, though he requested'Sr 
Letters, which on the morning of his execution? he wrote to.liB ^ 
mother, and other friends, were destroyed ; and this very extraoftfir ^ 
naiy reason given by the provost marshal, ' that the rebels shoiiihl i 
not know that they had a man in their army, who could die widiflp ' 
much firmness.' r 

Unknown to all around him, without a single friend to offer Van 
the least consolation, thus fell as amiable and as worthy a youog 
jman as America could boast, with this as his dying observation) 
'that he only lamented he had but one life to lose for liis countiy*- 
How superior to the dying words of Andre. Though the mannerof ^ 
his execution \^ill ever be abhorred by every friend to humanity aod 
religion, yet there cannot be a question but that the sentence WM 
conformable to the mles of A'V'ar, arid the practice of nations in sinuht 
cases. 

It is, however, a justice due to the character of Captain Hate, to 
observe, that his motives for engaging in this service were enUi^ 
different from those which generally mfluence others in similar ci^ 
eumstances. "Neither expectation of promotion nor pecuniaiy 
reward, induced him to this attempt. A sfense of duty, a hope that v 
he might in tliis way be yseful to his country, and an opinion wfaidi 
he had adopted, that every kind of service necessary to the puUic i 
good, became honourable by being necessary, were the great motive j 
which induced him to engage in an enterprize, by which his con- ' 
nexions lost a most amiable friepd, and his country one of its moflt i 
promising supporters. i 

The fate of this unfortunate young m^vn excites the most interesti I 
ing reflectioQSf ' 
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tTo see such a character, in the flower of youth, cheerfully tread- 
ing in the most hazardous paths, influenced by the purest intentions. 
and only emulous to do good to his countiy, without the imputation 
of a crime, fall a victim to policy, must have been wounding to the 
feelings even of his enemies. 

Should a comparison be drawn between Major Andre and Cap- 
tain Hale, injustice would bp done to the latter, should he not be 
placed on an equal ^und witli thie former. Whilst almost every 
tiistorian of the American Revolution, has celebmted the virtues and 
lamented the fate of Andre, Hale has remained mmoticed^ and it is 
scarcely known that suph a character ever existed* 

To the memory of Andre, his countiy has erected the most mag- 
nificent monuments, and bestowed on his family the highest honours 
and most liberal rewards. To the memory of Hale not a stone has 
Jt)een erected, nor an inscription to preserve his ashes from insult."* 
"Immediately after the victory on Long Island, the British made 
dispositions to attack New- York. It was a serious question, whether 
that place were defensible against so formidable an enemy 5 and 
General Washington called a council of general oflicers to decide, 
whether it should be evacuated without delay, or longer defended. 
The majority of tlie council advised a middle coui^e between aban- 
(doning the town and concentrating their whole strength for its defence. 
By the plan recommended, the aimy was to be arranged into three 

^ divisions, one of which, consisting of five thousand men, waste remain 
in New- York ; another, amounthig to nine thousand, was to be sta- 
tioned at King's Bridge ; and the residue of the army was to occupy 
the intermediate space, so as to support either extreme. The unex- 
pected movements of tlie enemy soon induced a change of opinion ; 
and in a i-econd council it was detennined by a lar^e majority, that it 
had become not only prudent, but necessary, to witlidraw the ai'my 
bom New-York. 

Several of the enemy's ships of war liaving passed up North Rivei- 

• on the one side of York Island, and East River on the other side. Sir 
Henry CHnton, embarking at Long Island at the head of four thou- 
sand men, proceeded tluough Newtown Bay, crossed East River, 
and landed, under cover of the ships, at Kipp's Bay, about three 
miles above New- York. A^'orks of considerable strength had be^n 
thrown up at this place, to oppose thp lianding of the enemy ; but 
they were immediately abandoned by the troops stationed in them, 
who, terrified at the fire of the ships, fled precipitately toward their 
main body, and communicated their panic to a detachment march- 
ing to their sujjport. General Washington, to his extreme mortifi- 
cation, met this whole party retreating in the utmost disorder, and 
exerted himself to rally tliem ; but, on the appearance of a small 
corps of the enemy, they again broke and fled m confusion. Nothing 
> ' •• •• 

* Cn rhe autnnin of 1821, the rcfnaiiif of Mnjor Andre were disinterred, and transpQ(i^ 
ad to Eflgland. Where are thon 0/ the lamented flatc.^ — I'h-ichcr'fl Joaraal^ p. ^6 
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uow remained, but to withdraw the few remainiDg txioops hoax New< 
York, and to secure the posts on the heights. The retreat fiom 
JVevv-York was effected with very inconsiaerable loss of men ;^ but 
all the heavy artillery, and a larse portion of the ba^agOy provisbiiSy 
and military stores, wasimavoidabiy abandoned* 

The enemy, taking possession of New- York, stationed a few 
troops in that place ; but the main body of their army was ob Yak 
Island, near tlie American lines. The Americans occupied King's 
Bridge, lx)th sides of which had been carefully fortified; and toe^ 
were in considerable force at M'Gowan's. Pass, and Morris' Heij^te 
A strong detachment was also posted in an intrenched camp, <Mi tli» 
heights of Haerlem, within about a mile and a half of the en^i^- 
The day after the retreat from New- York, a considerable body of 
Uie enemy appearing in the plains between the two campB V the 
gonoi-al ord(}r(xl Colonel Knowlton with a corps of raug^nj wrf' 
Maior Leitch with three companies of a Virginian reg;i||feht, UtgA 
in their roar, while he amused tliem by making appareift c^ppomtiobi 
to attack tluJtr front. The plan succeeded. A skiniiish ensued, m 
wbicli the Americans charged the enemy with great intrepidity, ant 
gained censiderahle advantage. '^Fhc principal benefit nowever*iif 
iliis action was its influence iji reviving the ae^yressed spirits af.Ae 
whole army.* 

The anmiesdid not long retain their position on York Island. Tb» 
British frigates having passed up North River under a fire fromFort 
Wasliington and the )X)st opposite to it on the Jersey shore, General 
Howe embarked a great part of his army in flat bottomed boats, and^ 
passing through Hell Gate into the Sound, landed at Frog's Neck. 
The object of the British general was, either to force WashiiM^tott 
out of his present lines, or to mclosc him in them. Awarcvot his 
design. General Washington moved a part of his troops from Yoik 
Island to join those at Kmg's Bridge, and detached some regimcnta 
io West Chester* A council of war was now called, and the svstem 
of evacuating and retreating was adopted, with the exception of Fort 
W ashingion, for the defence of wliich nearly three thousand nwB 
were assigned. 

The royal army, after a halt of six days, advancing from Frog's 
Neck near to New Rochelle,. sustained a considerable loss on their 
march by a party of Americans, that General Lee had posted behind 
a waH. Three days afterward. General Howe moved the right and 
centre of his army two miles to the northward of New Rochelle, 

* Major Leitcb, "who very gallantly led on the detalchment, was soon broi^^t off A0 
Ijouud, mortally wounded ; and not lonfi: afterward Colonel Knowlton fell, bravely figbt- 
Tiig at the head of his troops. The Americans, in this conflict engaged a battalion of 
light infantry, another of Highlanders, and three companies of Hessian riflemen ; ami 
lost ahont 50 men killed and wounded. The loss of the enemy was more than dooblt 
tliat number. Colonel Knowlton distinguished himself at the battle of Breed^s Hill. Be 
was of Ashford in Connecticut ; and ueneral Washington, in his Orders the day after 
he feil, styled him *' the gallant attd brave Coloiiel KnowltODi wlfo would have ~ 
-JboHour to an/ country.^' 
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vu liie road to White Plains, where he received a large reinforce- 
ment. General Washington, while retreating fi-om New York Isl- 
and, in order to secure the march of those who wei-e b<>hind, made 
u front towai'd tlie British, from East Chester almost to White 
Plains ; his troops thus making a hno of smalpHetached and intrench- 
ed camps, on the several heights and strong grounds from Val(»ntine'& 
Hill, near King^s Bridge, on the right, to the \icimty of White Plains 
on the left. The royal army moved in two columns, and took a 
position with the Brunx River in front ; and, upon this movement, 
the Americans assembled their main force at white Plains behind 
intrenchrafints. Here a considerable action took place ; and several 
hundreds fell. During the engagenKjnt, the American baggage was 
moved off, in full view of the British anny. General Vl^ashingtoit 
soon after changed his front, his left wing stood fast, his right fell 
back to some hills ; and in this well judged position he desired and 
expected an action. On the thirtieth, four battalions fi-om York 
Island, and two from the Maroncck Post, having reinforced the 
British army, a disposition was made for an attack on the Anicricarr 
lines the succeeding morning ; but a vioieut rain, setting in and con- 
tinuing through the whole night, induced a postponement of the as- 
sault. General Washington soon after withdrew in the night to the 
heights of North Castle, about five miles from White Plains, whene 
his position was so strong, that General Howe determined to change 
entirely his plan of operations. 

General Washinffton, leaving about seven thousand five hundred 
men at Noilh Castle under General Lee, crossed North River, and 
took post in the neighbourhood of Fort Lee. Sir William Howe 
determined to take this favourable opportunity for the reduction of 
Fort Washington, which was under llie command of Colonel Ma- 
gjBLV/m Works were erected on Haerlem Creek, to play on the op* 
posite works of the Americans ; and, every preparation being mlacfe, 
the garrison was summoned to surrender, on pain of being put to th^ 
sword. Colonel Magaw replied, that he should defend the place to 
the}last extremity. The next morning, the royal army made four 
attacks. The first, on the north side, was conducted by General 
Knyphausen ; the second, on the east, by General Matthews, sup- 
ported by Lord Cornwallis ; the third, by Lieutenant Colonel Stir- 
ling ; and the fourth, by Lord Percy. Soon after day break on the 
sixtecntli of November, the cannonading began, and continued 
with great fury on both sides until noon. The Hessians under the 
•ommand of General Knyphausen, then filed off in two columns $ 
one of which, led by Colonel Rhalle, having ascended circuitously to 
the sumjuit of the hill, penetrated through tlic advanced works of the 
Americans. aiulTormed within a hundred yards of the covered way 
of the front. The other column climb':d the hill in a direct Une ; but, 
in passing through a thick wood, suffered much by a well directed 
tire from Colonel Rawling^s- regiment of riflemen. The second divi- 
sion iipiade good their landing, and forced tlie Americans from theu' 
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rocks and trees up a steep and nig^ noountain. The tixoA diviaail 
had to encounter a heavy fire previously to their landing, and then to 
ascend a woody promontory of very uneven surface ; but though the 
post was obstinately defended, it was carried by Colonel Stu^inCi 
who made two hundred prisoners* The last division, under the ^ut 
lant Lord Percy, having surmounted incredible obi^cles) earned 
the advanced works of the Americans. The British general, aflet 
tliese decisive advantages, again summoned Colonel Ma^w to sur- 
render. The force of the assailants was too great to be resisted; 
the fort was too small to contain all tlie men ; and the ammunitioQ 
was nf-arly exhausted. The garrison therefore, consisting of about 
two thousand men, surrendered prisoners of war.* 

Soon after the reduction of Fort Washington, Lord Corowalb 
with a large force, conjectured to amount to about six thousand men, 
crossed over North River to attack Fort Lee, on the opposite Jersq^ 
shore. On the intelligence of their approach, the first determina* 
tion was to meet and fight them ; but it was soon discovered, that 
the conflict would be too unequal, and the garrison was saved bf 
an immediate evacuation, under the able guidance of General 
Greene. 

The acquisition of these two forts, and the diminution cf ths 
American army by the departure of those soldiers, whose time of 
service had expired, encouraged the British to pursue the remainine 
continental force, with the prospect of annihilating it. General 
Washington, who had taken post at Newark, on the south side of 
Passaic, finding himself unable to make any real opposition, yn^ 
drew lixjm that place as the enemy crossed the Passaic, and retreat- 
ed to Brunswick on the Raritan ; and Loi-d Comwallison the same 
day entered Newark. I'he retreat was still continued from Biuds- 
wick to Princeton ; from Princeton to Trenton ^ and from Trenton 
to ttie Pennsylvania side of the Delaware. " The pursuit was 
urged with so much rapidity, that the rear of the army, pulling down 
bridges, was often within sight, and shot off the van of the other, 
building them up."t 

About the same lime, General Clinton was sent with a body of 
troops to tiike possession of Rhode Island, and succeeded. In ad- 
dition to all these losses and defeats, the American army suffered bj 
desertion, and more by sickness, which was epidemic, and veij 
mortal. 

The northern aimy at Ticonderoga was in a disagreeable situa- 
tion? particularly after the battle on Lake Champlain, in which the 
American force, consisting of a few light vessels, under the com- 
mand of General Arnold and Waterbury, was totally dispened. 

m I I ■ I ■ ■ ■■ . ^ 

* Ttie garrboQ was stated by Gen. Wasbing^o at about 2000 ; but the number of pril- 
oners was stated by General Howe at 2600, exclusive of officeri. Mr. Marshall accoiwti 
for this difference by supposing that General Washington comprlaed the re§;u]vi eoly* 
The loss of the British, according to Mb Sttfdman, was about 900 mea } Americn lit 
t§rians have stated it considerably higher. 

* FIofiBfri* American. Atmalfe* p. 8fP-ff.T»: 
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But General Carleton^ instead of pursuing his victory, landed at 
Crown Point, reconnoitred our. posts at Ticonderoga and Mount In- 
tieppudence, and returned to winter quarters in Canada. 

The American amcty might now be said to be no more. All that 
now remained of an army, which at the opening of the campaign 
amounted to at least twenty-five thousand men, did not now exceed 
three thousand. The term of their engagements being expired, 
they returned in lar^e bodies, to their famihes and friends ; the few, 
who, from personal attachment, local circumstances, or superior 
|)(^rseveranc(», and bravery, continued with the Generals Washington 
and Lee, were too inconsiderable to appear formidable in the vieW 
of a powej All and victorious enemy. 

"At this critical moment, the bold resolution was fonnedof rev 
crossing into Jersey, and attacking the enemy at Trenton* 

Washington divided liis troops into three parts, whicl#were t6 
assemble on tlie banks of the Delaware on the night of the twenty*- 
fifth of December. One of these divisions, led by General Irvine, 
WHS directed to cross the Delaware at the Trenton Ferry, and secure 
the bridge below the town, so as to prevent the escape of any part ot^ 
the enemy by that road. Another division, led by General Cadwal«» 
lader, was to cross over at Bristol, and carry the post at Burlington. 
The third, which was the principal division, and consisted of about^ 
two thousand four hundred continental troops, commanded by Gen* 
cral Washington in person, was to cross at M'Konkey's Ferry^ 
about nine miles above Trenton, and to march against the enemy 
posted at that town. The night, fixed on for the enterprise, wa# 
severely cold. A storm of snow, mingled with hail and rain, fell in 
great quantities ; and so much ice was made in the river, that the 
artillery could not be got over until tliree o'clock ; and before the 
troops could take up their Hne of march, it was nearly four. Tho- 
general, who had hoped to throw them all over by twelve o'clock* 
now despaired of sm^prisbg the town ; but, knowing that he coula 
not repass the rivor without being discovered and harassed, he de*- 
termined, at all events, to push forward. He accordingly formed 
his detachment into two divisions, one of which was to march by the ' 
lower or river road, the other, by the upper or Pennington road. Ai* 
the distance to Trenton by these two roads was nearly the same, the 
general, supposing that his two divisions would arrive at the place of 
destination about the same time, ordered each of them, immediately 
on forcing the outguards, to push directly into the town, that they 
ini.2;ht charge the enemy before they had time to form. T\ke upper 
division, accompanied by the general himself, arrived at the enemy's 
advanced post exacdy at eight o'clock, and immediately drove in the 
outguards. In three minutes a firing from the division, that had 
taken the river road, gave notice te the general of its arrival. Col- 
onel Rhalle, a very gallant Hessian officer, who commanded in 
Trenton, soon formed nis main body, to meet the assailants ; but at 
the comoiencement of the action he received a mortal wound. Wlk 
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troops, at once confused and hard pressed, and having already krt 
their artillery, attempted to file off by a road on their ri^ht, leaAng 
to Princeton ; but General Washington, perceiving their intentioiL 
threw a body of troops in their front, which intercepted and assailed 
them. Finding themselves surrounded, they laid down tlieir amis. 
About twenty of the enemy were killed ; and nine hundred and nine, 
including omcers, surrenuered themselves prisoners of war. The 
number of prisoners was soon increased to about one thousand, by 
the additional capture of those, who had concealed tliemselves in 
bouses. Six fielcf pieces, and a thousand stand of small arms, werp 
also taken. Of the Americans, two privates only were killed ; two 
were frozen to death ; one officei* and three or four privates were 
wounded. General Irvine bein*; prevented by the ice from crossing 
the Delaware, the lower road toward Bordentown remained op«i; 
and aboA five hundi*ed of the enemy, stationed in the lower end of 
Trenton, crossing over the bridge in the commencement of the ac- 
tion, marched dowai the river to Bordentown. General Cadwalh- 
der was prevented by the same cause from attacking the post at 
Buriington. This well judged and successful enterprise re\dved the 
depressed spirits of the colonists, and produced an immediate and 
liappy effect in recruiting the American amiy."* 

On the 13th of December, General Lee through an imprudent 
carelessness, which ill became a man in his important station, was 
captured by a paily of British light horse, commanded by Ckdonel 
Harcourt. This unfortunate circumstance gave a severe shock to 
the renciainin^ hopes of tlie little army, and rendered their situation 
tndy distressing. 

The vile and inhuman treatment which Greneral Lee and his 
fellow prisoners received from the British, is related by Dr. Thacher, 
in liis military journal, in the most affecting manner, and from the 
doctor's character for faithfulness in investigation, we presume may 
be relied on as correct. We quote a part of his narrative. 

" The present unfortunate situation of General Lee, who is ib 
close connnement in the provost prison, in New-York, affords a topic 
for general convc^rsation both in and but of the army. A correspond- 
ence between General Washington and General Howe has taken 
place relative to the subject, from which it appears that Greneral Lee 
receives the most rigid and ungenerous treatment, under the absurd 
pretence that he is a deserter from the British service, when it is 
well known that he resigned his commission long before he received 
an appointment in our army. As we have not in our possession any 
British officers of equal rank, General Wasliington has proposed tt 
make an exchange of six Hessian field officers for General Lee, that 
being considered as the usual proportion for the disparity of rank. 
This proposal being rejected, his excellency next required of Gen- 
eral Howe that General Lee should receive from Iiis hands treatment 



* Holmes' American Annals, toI. ii. p. 365. 
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suitable to his rank, and such as the custom of all armi#i has pre- 
5tcribed for prisoners of war. If this should be refused, General 
Howe was assured, that the unpleasant expedient of retaliation 
should be immediately adopted. This unhappy affair soon arrested 
Ihef attention of congress, and they resolved ''that General Wash- 
iniijlon inform General I iowe, that should the proffered exchange of 
G(Mieral Lee not be accepted, and the ill treatment of him l)e con- 
tinued, the principle of retahation shall occasion jfive of the Hessian 
field officei-s, together with Lieutenant Co1oik»J A. Campbell, or any 
other officers that are or may be in our possession, equivalent in 
number or quality, to be detained in order that the same treatment 
which General Lee shall receive may be exactly inflicted on their 
prisoners." The result of this mifortunate business is, that thie 
threatened retaliation has been resorted to on our part, and that 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, and five Hessian field officers are 
committed ^prison, and subjected to the same rigorous treatment 
which has been ascertained is inflicted on the person of General Lee. 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, being on parole near Boston, is con- 
fined in the jail at Concord. In a letter to General Howe, whicli 
has been pubUshed, after acknowledging the liberal and generous 
attention which he had previously received, he describe his present 
condition as being most norrid, and in his view altogether unjustifia- 
ble. It remains therefore with General Howe to afford to Colonel 
Campbell all the relief which he desires, and expend to tiim all the 
comforts and privileges which his rank demands, by first relaxii^ 
liis severity, and complying with the rules of war, as respects Gener- 
al Lee ; it being the detemiination of our government to place th« 
British prisoners in precisely the same circumstances with ouuris- 
oners in their custody. Another subject excites the interest 8fH^ 
inexpressible indignation of every American. I allude to theOTOni- 
inablc conduct of the British commanders towards our unfortunate 
officers and soldiers, who, by the ibrtune of war, have fallen into 
tlieir hands. The following is a brief smmnary of the systematic 
method adopted and practised for the destruction of prisoners, as 
taken frem tlie New-London Gazette, frem General Washington's 
letter of complaint to General Howe, and from tlie verbal statement 
of theofficei-s and soldiers who have retmiied from New- York by ex- 
change. They were crowded into the holds of prison ships where 
they were almost suflbcated for want of air, and mto churches, and 
open sugar liouscs, &,c. without covering or a spark of fire. Their 
allowance oftprovisions and water for three days, was insufficient for 
one, and in some instances, they were for four days entirely destitute 
of food. The pork and bread, for they had no other sustenance, and 
even the water allowed them, were ol* iIm; worst p()ssibie quality, and 
totally unfit for human beings. A minute detail of their dreadfiii 
sufferings would only serve to harrow up the feeUngs of surviving 
fiiends; as a g»x>ss outrage against the principlesof humanity, suffice 
it to say, that in consequence of tiie most barbarous tin^atment, dic<1 
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within a few weeks, not less than fifteen hundred American goldiet^ 
brave young men, the pride and shield of our country. After dea£ 
had released the sufferers, their bodies were dragged out of the pris- 
ons and piled up without doors, till enough were collected for a cart 
load, when they were carted out and tumbled into* a ditch, and 
slightly coverea with earth* Besides the above diabolical treat- 
ment, the prisoners were continually insulted and tantalized l^ the 
British officei-s, and malicious tones, cursing and swearing at them 
as rebels, saying, '^ this is the just punishment of your rebellion ; nay, 
you are treated too well for rebels, you have not received half yoa 
deserve, and half you shall receive ; but if you will enlist in his ma- 
jesty's service, you shall have victuals and clothing enough;" Thui 
tliese callous Hearted Englislunen meanly endeavoured to augm^ 
the royal army by the enlistment of American prisoners, or to oimiB- 
ish the number of their opposers ; but such was the iu^^ty and pat- 
riotism of these men, that hundreds submitted to dediPnather tmo 
become rebels to their own native countiy . In one instance, fourof our ' 
wounded officers, of respectable rank, were put into a common dirt 
cart and conveyed through the streets of New- York as objects of 
deriiuon, reviled as rebels, and treated with the utmost contempt 
But, it may be inouired, if I mean to describe the British command^ 
ers as transformea into demons V^ • 

On the twenty-seventh of February, a party of royalists wag 
defeated at Moore's Creek Bridge, in North Carolina, by the provin- 
cials under Brigadier General Moore. 

Fort Cumberland, at the head of the Bay of Fundy, in Novt 
Scotia, was attacked on the twentieth of November by the Ameii- 
but they were repulsed. 

J following is an authentic copy of the instructions given bjr 
^ss to the American Plenipotentiaries sent to the sevci^ courts 
lUrope* 

"/ti Congress^ December 30, 1776. 

Resolved^ — That commissioners be sent to the courts of Viemu^ 
France, Spain, Prussia, and the Grand Duke of Tuscany. 

That the several commissioners of the United States be instructed 
to assure the respective courts, that notwithstanding the artful and 
insidious endeavours of the court of Great Britain to represent the 
congress and inhabitants of these ^tates to the European powers, 
as having a disposition again to submit to the sovereignty of Great 
Britain, it is their deteraiination, at all events, to maintain their in- 
dependence* » 

That the commissioners be respectively directed to use every 
means in their i)ower, to procure the assistance of the einperor rf 
Germany, and of their most Christian, Catholic, and Prusaan 
JVla-jesties, for preventing Russian, German, and other foreign troops, 
liom being sent to North America for hostile purposes against th^ 
TJnited States, and for obtaining a recal of those already sent. 
' TRUt liis most Christian Majesty be induced, if |:>ossibloy to assist 
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the United States in the present war with Great Britain, by attack- 
ing the Electorate of Hanover, or any part of the dominions of Great 
Britain in Europe, the East or West indies. 

That the commissioners be further empowered to stipulate with 
the court of Fmnce, that all the trade between the United States, 
and the West India Islands, shall be carried on by vessels either 
belonging to the subjects of his most Christian Majesty, or these 
states, each having liberty to carry on such trade. 

That the commissioners be likewise instnicted to assure his most 
Christian Majesty, that, should his forces be employed, in conjunc- 
tion with the United States, to exclude his Britannic Majesty from 
any share in the cod-fishery of America, by reducing the islands df 
JNewfoundland and Cape Breton ; and that ships of war be furnished^ 
when required, by the United States to reduce Nova Scotia, the 
fisheiy shall be enjoyed equally, and in common, by the subjects of 
his most Christian Majesty, provided the province of Nova Scotia, 
island of Cape Breton, ana the remaining part of Newfoundland be 
annexed to the territory and government of the United States. 

That should the proposals, made as above, be insufficient to pro- 
duce the proposed declaration of war, and the commissioners are 
convinced that it cannot otherwise be accomplished, they must 
assure his most Christian Majesty, that such of the British West- 
India Islands, as, in the coui*se of the war, shall be reduced by the 
unit(>d force of France and these states, shall be yielded an abso- 
lute property to his most Christian Majesty. The United States 
engage, on timely notice, to furnish, at the expense of the said states, 
and deliver at some convenient port, or ports, in the said states, pro- 
visions for carrying an expedition against the said islands, to the 
amount of two millions of dollars, and six frigates, mounting not less 
than twenty-four guns each, manned and fitted for sea ; and to 
render any other assistance which may be in their power, as becomes 
good allies. 

That the commissioners for the courts of France and Spain con- 
sult together, and prepare a treaty of commerce and alliance, as 
nearly as may be, similar to the first proposed to the court of France, 
and not inconsistent therewith, nor disagreeable to his most Chris- 
tian Majesty, to be proposed to the court of Spain ; adding thereto, 

That if his Catholic Majesty will join with the United States in a 
war with Great Britain, thcn^ will assist in reducing to the possession 
of Spain, the town and harbour of Pensacola, provided the citizens 
and inhabitants of the United States shall have the free and oninter- 
iiipted navigation «)f the Mississippi and the use of the harbour of 
Pensacola ; and will, provided it shall be tme that his Portuguese 
Majesty has insultingly expelled the vessels of these states from his 

Eorts, or has cx)nfiscated such vessels, declare war against the said 
ing, if that measure shall be agretaUe to, and supported by the 
cnurts of France and Spain. # 
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That the Gommissioners for the court of Berlin tansult ifnth the 
coniinissioners at the court of France, and prepare such treaty a 
treaties of friendship and commerce, to be proposed to the king' iif 
Pnissia, as shall not be disagreeable to their most Christian anl 
Catholic Majesties. 
[Extract of the Minutes.] 

Charles Thompson, Secretary of the Congre»^ 
JoHir Hancock, President.^^ 



'^ General Washington, ha vine secured the Hessian prisonenoi^* 
the Pennsylvania!! side of the Delaware, recrossed the river two dni 
after the action, and took possession of I'renton. Crenerab MiA 
and Cadwallader, who lay at Bordcntown and Crosswix with tfane 
tfiousand six hundred mintia, were ordered to march up in the n^ 
of the first of January, to ioin the commander in chief, whose wbb 
effective force, including tJiis accession, did not exceed five thousiri 
men. The detachments of the British army, which had been da# 
billed over New-Jersey, now assembled at Princeton, and 
joined by the army from Brunswick under Lord Comwallis. Fna 
this position the enemy advanced toward Trenton in great fi)ioe,dl 
the morning of the second of January ; and, after some digfat iat 
mishiiig with troops, detached to harass and delay their mmdif til 
van of their army reached Trenton about four in the afternoon* (k 
their appi'oach, General Washington retired across the Assumpinek 
a rivulet that runs through the town, and by some field pieces, poM 
on its opposite banks, compelled them, after attempting to croBBii 
several places, to fall back out of the reach of his guns. The M 
armies. Kindling their fires, retained their positions on opposite flidi 
of the rivulet, and kept up a cannonade until night. 

The situation of the American general was at this mcmieDt eS' 
tremely critical. Nothing but a stream, in many places for^Ah^ 
separated his army from an enemy, in every respect its superior. M 
he remained in his present position, he was certain of being attaiiri 
the next morning, at the hazard of the entire destruction of Ms fittb 
army. If he should retreat over the Delaware, the ice in that liiv 
not oeing firm enough to admit a passage upon it, there vtbb daniff 
of great loss, perhaps of a total defeat ; the Jerseys would be in m 
possession of the enemy ; the public mind would be depressed ; le- 
cruiting would be discouraged ; and Philadelphia would be withii 
the reach of General Howe. In this extremity, he boldly detemBB* 
ed to abandon the Delaware, and by a circuitous march along tk 
left flank of the enemy, fall into their rear at Princeton. As soon tf 
it was dark, the baggage was silently removed to Burlington ; iDii 
about one o'clock the aimy, leaving its fires lighted, and the seotiiiBiB 
on the margin of the creek, decamped wim perfect aecre^. b 
movement was providentially favoured by the weather, which hii 
previously been so warm and moist, that the ground was soft, as' 
tho loads were scarcely passable •, but, tfie wind soddealy 
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b the northwest, the ground was in a ^hort time frozen as hard as a 
pavement. About sunrise, two British regiments, that were on their 
march under Lieutenant-Colonel Mawhood to join the rear of the 
British army at Maidenhead,* fell in with the van of the Americans, 
conducted by General Mercer : and a very sharp action ensued. 
The advanced partv of Americans, composed chiefly of militia, soon 
gave way, and the few regulars attached to them could not maintain 
their ground. General Mercer, while gallantly exertina himself to 
rally his broken troops, received a mortal wound. The British 
rashed forward with fixed bayonets, and drove back the Americans. 
Greneral Washington, who followed close in the rear, now led on the 
main body of the army, and attacked the enemy with great spirit. 
While he exposed himself to their hottest fire, he was so well sup- 
ported by the same troops, which had aided him a few days before 
ID the victory at Trenton, that the British were compelled to give 
way. The seventeenth regiment, which was in front, forced its way 
through a part of the American troops, and reached Maidenhead. 
The fifty-fifth regiment, which was in the rear, retreated by the way 
of Hillsborough to Brunswick. General Washington pressed for- 
ward to Princeton. A party of the British, that had taken refuge in 
the college, after receiving a few discharges fit)m the American field 
ineces, came out and surrendered themselvcss prisoners of war ; but 
the principal part of the legimeot, tfaat was left there, saved itself by 
a precipitate retreat to Brtitiswick. In this action, upward of one 
hundred of the enemy were killed on the spot, and nearly three hun- 
dred were taken prisoners. The loss of the Americans in killed was 
iomewhat less ; but, beside General Mercer, Colonels Haslet and. 
Potter, two brave and excellent oftir.ers from Pennsylvania, Captain 
Neal of the artillery, Captain Fleming, and five other valuable 
officers, were among the slain.t 

Lord Comwallis, discovering at day light that the American army 
had moved off, broke up his camp, and commenced a rapid march 
to Brunswick, and was close in the rear oi' the Americans bc^fore 
they left Princeton. General Washington reiired with his army to 
Morristown. During these movements, many of the American 
soldiers were without shoes ; and then* naked feet, in marching over 
the frozen ground, were so gashed, as to mark each step with blo(xI. 
There was scarcely a tent in the whole army. 

The American miUtia very soon overran the Jerseys. Within 
fiwir days after the action at Princeton, between forty and fifty Wal- 

* When Lord CorawaHii quitted PriDceton, Lieutenaot-Colonel Mawhood was )ei>. 
to defend it with the I7tb, 40th, and 55th rej^iraents ; but orders had just been trans- 
milted him to march with the 17th and 55th reg^iments to Maidenhead, a village mid- 
way between Princeton and Trenton. These were the two regiments now on their 
■larch. 

t General Mercer was from Virginia. Though a Scotchman by birth, yet from 

f principle and affection he had engaged to support the liberties of his adopted coantrr. 
n the French war he had lej^ed with Washington, who greatly esteemed him. ** In 
j^rivate life he wm anuable, ivA bit character as an officer stood liigh in pablic evteem.^ 
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deckers were killed, wounded, or taken, at Springfield, (New-Jcr- 
fley?) by an equal number of the Jersey militia under Colonel Spencer* 
General Maxwell surprised Elizabethtown, and took nearly one 
hundi-ed prisoners. General Dickenson, with four hundred Jersey 
militia, and fifty Pennsylvania riflemen, crossed Millstone River, 
near Somerset court-house, on the twentieth of January, and attack- 
ed a large foraging party of the British ; nine of whom were taken 
prisoners, and the rest dispersed. Forty waggons, and upward of 
one hundred horses, with considerable booty, fell into the general's 
hands. About a month afterward. Colonel Nelson, of Brunswick^ 
with a detachment of one hundred and fifty militia-men, surprised 
and captured at I^awrence's Neck a major, and fifty-nine pnvates 
of the refugees, who were in British pay. 

The Americans had hitherto been very deficient in arms and am- 
munition ; but in the spring of this year a vessel of twenty-four gun . 
arrived from France at Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire, with up- 
ward of eleven thousand stand of arms, and a thousand barrels of 
powder ; and about the same time ten thousand stand of arms aim- 
ed in another part of the United States. 

Before the royal army took the field for the ensuing campeipv 
two enterprises were undertaken for the destruction of Amerion 
stores, deposited at Peck's Kill and Danbury. The first was cod- 
ducted by Colonel Bird, who landed with aoout five hundred mm 
at Peek's Kill, on the east side of HudSDa\s River, nearly fifty miles 
from New- York ; but on his approach. General M'Dougat with 
the few Americans stationed there as a guard, fired the principai 
>store houses, and retired. The loss of provisions, forage, and otiier 
valuable articles, was considerable. 

The second enterprise was conducted by Major-General Tiyoa. 
who, with a detachment of two thousand men, embarked at ISiew- 
York, and, passing through Long-Island Sound, landed at Campo^ 
between Fairfield and Norwalk ; whence he advanced through the 
countiy, almost undisturbed, to Danbury. On his appix)ach, Cot 
Huntington, who bad occupied tlie tovyn with one hundred militia 
and continental troops, retired to a neighbouring heiglit, where be 
waited for reinforcements. The British destroyed eighteen houses, 
eight hundred barrels of pork and beef, eight hundred barrels of flour, 
two thousand bushels of grain, and seventeen hundred tents. Gen- 
erals Wooster, Arnold, and Silliman, hastily collectmg several hun- 
dred of the inhabitants, proceeded that night through a heavy rain to 
Bethel, about eight miles from Danbury. The next morning they 
divided their troops ; and General Wooster, with about three hun- 
dred men, fell in tneir rear, while Arnold, with about five hundred, by 
a rapid movement, took post in their front at Ridgefield. 

Wooster, coming up with them about eleven in the monuugi 
attacked them with great gallantry. A sharp skirmish ensued, in 
which he was mortally wounded, and his troops were compelled to 
i^ive way. The enemy proceeded to Ridgefidd, where Ainold, wbo 
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imd barricaded the road, warmly disputed the passage ; ])ut, after a 
■skiiTuish of nearly an hour, being compelled to give way, he retreat- 
ed to Paugatuck, about thiee miles east of Norwalk. The royal- 
ists, having remained that night at Ridgefield, set fire to the jJace, 
and early next morning resumed their march. Arnold met them 
again about eleven, and a continued skirmishing was kept up until 
five in the afternoon, when, on their makhig a stand at a hill near 
their ships, the Americans charged them wiUi intrepidity, but were 
repulsed and broken. The enemy immediately rcembarked for 
New-York. Their killed, wounded, and missing, amounted to 
^ about one hundred and seventy ; the loss of the Americans was not 
.admitted tp exceed one hundred.* 

This predatory excursion was not long after retaliated. A quan- 
tity of provisions had been deposited at Sagg Harbour, on tlve east- 
ern end of Long-Island, and confided to a schooner with twelve 
guns, and a company of infantry. General Parsons, who command- 
ed a few of the Connecticut recruits at New-Haven, conceiving it 
practicable to surprise this small post, and some others not very 
, jdistant from it, intrusted the execution of his plan to I^ieutenant- 
. , Colonel Meigs, a veiy enterprising and gallant officer, who had 
J jd^tp^ished himself m the attempt on Quebec. On tlie twenty- 
r thii-d of May, he embarked at Guilford with about one liundred and 
■ seventy men, on boai-d thirteen whale boats, and proceeded, under 
convoy of two armed sloops, across the Sound to the north di\ision 
of the island near Southhold. A small foragiiig party, against which 
. the expedition was in part directed, having left this place for New- 
- York, the boats were imnuxliately conveyed across the land, about 
fifteen miles, into a bay, by which tlie east end of Long Island is 
; deeply intersected, where the troops re-embarked, and, crossing the 
bay, landed at two in4Jie morning about four miles from Sagg Har- 
bour. This place they completely surprised, and carried with 
t eharged bayonets. A division of the (ietacliment at tlu^ same time 
[" burned twelve vessels, with the foragt* whi(jli had been collected for 
^ the supply of the British army. Six of the enemy w(?re killed, and 
s, ninety captured. Colonel Meigs returned to Guilford with his pris- 
^ oners, without the loss of a single man."t 

* David Wooster was bora itt Stratford, in Connecticiit, in 1711, and educated at 
Yale College. Having, from the time of the war with Spain in 13 ^9 to the Frcndi 
war in 1755, risen through the several military gradations to the rank of colonel ; at 
the commencement of the revolutionary war he was appointed to the chief command 
of the troops in the service of Connecticut, and made a Brigadier-General in the con- 
tinental service ; but this commission he afterward resigned. In 1776. he wa< appointed 
the first Major-General of the militia in Connecticut ; and ft 11 while bravely fight- 
ing at their head. Congress resolved, that a mnnum^ nt should be erected to his mem- 
ory. General Arnold behaved with his usual gallantry on this occasion In the skir- 
mish at Ridgf'field, his horse was shot under him ; and while he was extricating himself 
a soldier advanced to nm him througli with a bayonet, but he shot him dead with his 
pistol, and made his esc ^pe. Congress resolved, that a horse, properly caparisoned. 
should be presented to him. 
* t Holmes' Annali, vol. ii. p. 370-76. 
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The cnicltirs inflicted l)y the British in the progress of the war, 
drew iVoui congress the followinis: representalicHi and remonstntnce. 

In Con^rcss^ April 18, 1777. 
'• 'I'he commit Ice appoinU^l to inriuire into the conduct of the enemj 

bee; lc}i\ o to ii'iiort. — 

'J'hal in every place whore the (?nemy lias been, there are heavy 
complaints of oppn»ssion, hijnry and insult, suffered by tjie inhabit- 
aiits, from soldici-s, and Americans disaifected to their country's caus& 
The committee found thes«3 complaints so greatly diversified thatit 
was impossible to enumerate them, so it appeared exceedingly diffi- 
cult to ^ive a distinct and comprehensive view of them, or such as 
acctount as: would not, ii published, appear extremely defective when 
read by the unhaiipy sullerers, or the country in general. In order, 
however, in some dejrree to answer the design of their appointing 
they deteimined to divide the object of their inquiry into four parts. 
F'irst, the wanton and oppressive devastation of the coiuitry, and the 
d(*struction of property. Second, the inhmnan treatment of those 
who wei*e so unhappy as to become their prisonei'S* Third, the 
savage butchery of manv who had sul)mitted or were ir)capfibIeof 
resistance. Fouilli, thelust and brutality of the soldiers in abusiiK 
of women. They will therefore now briefly state what \he\ fouod 
to be the tnith upon each of these heads sepamtely, and suDJ(»ntq 
the whole affidavits and other evidence to suppoil their assertioos. 

First, — ^The wanton and oppprcssive devastation of tlie countiyi 
and destniction of propei-ty . 

The whole track of the British army is marked witli desolatkiH 
and a wanton destmction of property, particularly through Wcsl 
Chester county in the State of J\ew-York, tlie towns of Newaik, 
Elizabeth-Town, Woodbridge, Brunswick, Kingston, Ptipcetoi 
and 'JVenton, in New- Jersey. The fences destroyed, houses db: 
serted, pulled in pieces, or consumed by fire, and the general faoeaf 
w^aste and devastation spread over a rich and once well ci|ltivated 
and well inhabited countiy, would affect the rnost unfeeling wiA 
compassion for the imhappy sufferers, and with indig;nation and 
resentment against the barbarous ravagers. It desei-ves notice that 
though there ai*e many instances of rage and vengeance agaiost 
particular persons, vet the destruction was very general, and often 
undistinguished; those who submitted and took protections, and 
some who were known to favour them, having frequently suflfeiedin 
the common ruin. Places and things, which from their nubtic na- 
ture and general utility should have been spared by a civuized peo- 
ple, have been destroyed or plundered, or l)oth. But above aA 
places of worship, ministers, and other religious persons of soioic 
particular Protestant denominations, seem to nave l^en treated imdi 
the most rancorous hatred, and at the same time, with the Ug^ 
contempt. 

Second, — ^The inhuman treatment of those whp were so unhappy 
as to become prisoners. 
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The prisoners, instead of the liumanc treatment which those taken 
by the United States experienced, were in general treated with the 
greatest barbarity. Many of them were near four days without food 
altogether. Wnen they received a supply, it was both insufficient 
' in point of quantity, and often of the worst kind. They suifered the 
utmost distress from cold, nakedness and close confinement. Freemen 
and men of substance suffered all that a generous mind could suffer 

- fram the contempt and mockery of British and foreign merccnarios. 
" Multitudes died in prison. When they were sent out, several died \\i 

- the boats while carrying ashore, or upon the road attempting to go 
^ home. The committee, in the course of their inquiry, learned tliat 
' sometimes the common soldiers exjjrcssed sympathy with the pris- 
l oners, and the foreigners more than the English. But this was sel- 
^ dom or never the case with the officers ; nor have they been able to 
* hear of any charitable assistance given them hw the inliabitants who 
^ remained m or resorted to the city of New- York, which neglect, if 

- universal, they believe was never known to happen in any similar 
case in a christian country. 

"i Third, — The savage butchery of those who had submitted, and 

' were incapable of resistance. 

The committee found it to be the general opinion of the people in 

J the neighbourhood of Princeton and Trenton, that the enemy the day 

i before the battle of Princeton had determined to give no quarter. 

c They did not, however, obtain any clear proof that there were gen- 

I eral orders for that purpose, but tpe treatment of several particular 
persons at and since that time has been of the most shocking kind, 

!» and gives too much countenance to the supposition. Officers 
wounded and disabled, some of them of the first rank, were barba- 

\ Tously mangled or put to death. A m'mister of the gospel at Tren- 

! ton, who neither was nor had been in arms, was massacred in cold 

j blood, though humbly suppHcating for mercy** 

Fourth, — Tlie lust and brutalit)^ of the soldiers in abusing women. 

The committee had authentic information of manv instances of 

tlie most indecent treatment, and actual mvishment of married and 

I single women, but such is tlie nature of that most irreparable injury, 
that the persons suffering it, and their relations, though perfectly in- 
nocent, look upon it as a kind of reproach to have the facts related, 
and their names known. They have however, procured some affi- 
davits which will be published m the appendix. The originals aro 
lodged witli the secretary of the congress. Some complaints were 
made to the commanding officers ui>on this subject, and one affidavit 
made before a Justice of the Peace, but the committee could not 
learn that any satisfaction was ever given, or pimishment inflicted, 
except that one soldier at Penny ton was kept in custody lor part of a 
day. / 

On the whole, the committee are sorry to say tliat tlic cry of 
barbarity and cruelty is but too well founded, and as hi conver- 

• Mr. Rosebar^h, miDiater at the Forks of DHtira rr 
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;iation those who are cool to the American cause, have noibing 
to oppose to the facts but their being incredible, and not like what 
they are pleased to style the generosity and clemency of the English 
nation, the Committee beg leave to observe that one of the circum- 
stances most freciuently c^'.curing in the inquity, was the opprobrious 
disdainful names given to the Americans. These do not need any 
prcjof, as they occur so frequently in the newspapers printed under 
their direction, and in the intercepted lettere of those who are officerSi 
and call themselves gentlemen. It is easy therefore, to see what 
must be the conduct of a soldier gi'eedy of prey, towards a people 
whom they have been taught to look upon not as freemen defending 
their rights on principle, but as desperadoes and profligates, who have 
risen up against law and order in general, and wish the subversion 
of society itself. This is the most candid and charitable manner in 
which the committee can account for the melancholy truths whidi 
they have been obliged to report. Indeed, the same deluding prin- 
ciple seems to govern persons and bodies of the highest rank in Biitaii^ 
for it is worthy of notice, that not pamphleteers only, but king and 
parliament constantly call those acts lenity, which on their first publi- 
cation filled this wnole continent with resentment and hont»r. 

The above report received, approved, and ordered to be published 
with the proofs. 

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.'' 

The main body of the British forces had embarked at New-York| 
sailed up the Chesapeake, and landed at the head of Elk River. The 
array soon began their march for Philadelphia. General Washing- 
ton had determined to oppose them, and for this purpose made a 
stand, first at Red Clay Creek, and then upon the neights, near 
Brandywine Crer^k. Here the armies engaged, and the Americans 
were overpowered, and suffered great loss. 

" At day break on the morning of the eleventh, the royal army ad- 
vanced in two columns, the one commanded by Lieutenant Greneral 
Knyphausen, and the other, by Lord Cornwallis. While the first 
column took the direct road to Chadd's Ford, and made a show <rf 
passing it in front of the main l)ody of the Americans, the other moved 
up on tlie west side of the Brandywine to its fork, crossed both its 
branches about two in the afternoon, and marched down on its 
eastern side with the view of turning the right wing of their advei'sa- 
ries. General Washington, on receiving intelligence of their ap- 
proach, made the proper disposition to receive them. The divisions 
commanded bv Sullivan, Stirling, and Stephen, advanced a litde 
ferther up the brandywine, and Aonted the column of the approach- 
ing enemy; Wayne's division^ with Maxwell's light mfantiy, 
remained at Chadd's Ford, to keep Knyphausen in check ; Greene's 
division, accompanied hv ricneval ^V -^shin^ton, formed a reserve, 
and took a central position between the right and left wings. The 
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divisions, detached against Corawallis, took possession of the heights 

above Birmingham church, their left reaching toward the Brandy^ 

wine; the artillery was judiciously placed, and their flanks were 

L covered by woods. About four o'clock, Lord Cornwallis formed 

! the line of battle, and began the attack. The Americans sustained 

- it for some time with intrepidity ; but their right at length giving 

way, the remaining divisions, exposed to a galling fire on the flank, 

i continued to break on the right, and the whole line was soon com- 

= pletely routed. As soon as Cornwallis had commeticed his attack, 

w Knyphausen crossed the ford, and attacked the troops, posted for its 

=^ defence ; which, after a severe conflict, were compelled to give way.^ 

1 The retreat of the Americans, which soon became general, was con- 
i tinued that night to Chester, and the next day to Philadelphia. The 
K loss, sustained by the Americans in this action, is estimated at three 
5 hundred killed, and six hundred wounded.* Between three and 

2 four hundred, principally the wounded, were made prisoners. The 
:•! loss of the British was stated to be rather less than one hundred 
9 killed, and four hundred wounded. As the British were advancing 
3f toward Goshen to gain the Lancaster road, dispositions were again 
^ made for battle, on the sixteenth, by both armies ; but a heavy rain 

separated the advanced parties, which had begun to skirmish, and 

3 its increasing violence soon obliged the Americans to retreat. Gen- 
eral Washington on the nineteenth crossed the Schuylkill, and en- 

? camped on the eastern banks of that river ; while detachments of 
his army were posted at the several fords, over which the enemy 

t would probably attempt to force a passage. 

-• In the night of the twentieth, General Wayne, who with fifteen 

i{ hundred men had concealed himself in the woods on the left winji of 

I the British army, with the intention of harassing their rear, was sur- 

g prised by Major General Grey. The British General, proceedings 

tf on the expedition with secresy and dispatch, gave strict orders that 
bayonets only should be used, and that not a gun should be fired^ 

c The loss of the Americans in killed, wounded, and i^isoners, is sup* ^ 

jf posed to have been about three hundred men. The loss of the 

i toemy was merely one officer killed, and seven privates killed and 

st wounded. 

t On the twenty-third of September, Sir William Howe, having 

3 secured the command of the Schuylkill, crossed it with his whole 

; army ; on the twenty-sixth, he advanced to Germantown ; and on 

W the succeeding day Lord Cornwallis, at the head of a strong detach- 

K ment, took peaceable possession of Philadelphia. 

?« General w ashington with his army, reinforced to eight thousand 

. continental troops and three thousand militia, took a position at Ship- 

9 — 

^ * Among' the wounded were two general officers ; the Marquis de la Fayette and 
^ GenerpJ Woodford. The first of these was a French nobleman, who, at the age of 19 
. ^ jears only, left France, and offered his servit es to congress, which gave him the rank of 

major general in their armj. Count Pulaski, a Polish nobksmaii, fought also with tim 

Americanfl io this battle. 
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pack Creek, oh tlie east side of tlie Schuylkill, about twenty vaisA 
from Phihulelpliia, and sixteen fix)m Germaiitown. At thi» last 
place lay tlie main body of the British army. The line of its en- 
campment (;it)ssed the town at right angles ; the left wing extended 
to the Schuylkill, and was coverol in front and flank by the German 
cIuissoui*s« The queen's American rangers and a battalion of li^t 
infantry were in front oi* the right ; and the fortieth regiment with 
another battalion of infantry was posted on the Chesnut Koad, tbiee 
quarters of a mile in advance, at the head of the village. 

While General Howe was intently engaged in removing obstruc- 
tions in the River Delaware, General Washington seized the first 
favourable opportunity to surprise tlie camp at Germantown. The 
plan was. to attack both wings in front and rear at the same instant 
The divisions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Conway's brigade, 
were to enter the town bv the way of Chesnut Hill, and attacK the 
left wing, while General Armstrong with the Pennsylvania militia 
was to fall down Manatawnv [Ridge] road, and turning the left 
flank, to attack in the rear. Vhe divisions of Stephen and Greene, 
flanked by M'DougaPs brigade, were to enter by the Limekiln road 
at the market house, and attack the right wing. The militia rf 
Maryland and Jersey, under Generals Smallwood and Forman, 
were to march down the old York road, and fall on the rear of the 
right. The divisions of Lord Stirling, and the brigade of Nash and 
Alaxwell, were to form a corps de rescnc. 

The army, having moved from its ground about seven m the after- 
noon of the third of October, began an attack about sun rise the next 
morning. The advance of the cohimn led by Sullivan (which was 
accompanied by the commander in chief) encountered and drove in 
a picket, which presently gave \\'ay ; and his main body, soon fcl- 
lowing, engaged the light infantiy and other troops encamped near 
the picket, and forced them from their ground. Though closely piff- 
sued, Lieutenant Colonel Musgrove with six companies took post ia 
a strong stone house, which lay in the way of the Americans, and 
severely j^alled them by a fire of musketry from the doors and win- 
dows, (ieneral Washington immediately ordered a brigade tD 
surrouiid the house ; but Colonel Musgrove refused to surrendff- 
Four pieces of cannon were brought against him, but he sustained 
the fire of them until ^lajor General Grey witli the third brigade, 
and Brigadier General Agnew with the fourth, came to liis assistance, 
and attacked the Americans with great spirit. In the meantime 
General Greene arrived with his colmnn, and attacked the right 
wing of the enemy. Colonel Matthews routed a party of the British 
opposed to him, killed several, and took one hundred and ten prison- 
ers ; but from I he darkness of the day, caused by an uncommon]}' 
thick fog, he lost sight of the brigade to which he belonged, and was 
taken prisoner with his whole regiment. At length a part of tha 
light wing of the British attacked the Americans on the opposite 
side of the town; while General Grant moved up the fbrty-ninth 
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^regiment to the aid of the fourth, whicli was emf^loyed in suppoiling 
the troops engaged with Greene's column. The embarrassments 
among the American troops, occasioned by the darkness, had given 
the enemy time to recover from their first consternation. While the 
front of Sullivan's division, having penetrated far into Germantown, 
was very warmly engaged, the main body of the American army 
be^an to retreat ; and all efforts to rally it were ineffectual. In this 
battle, about two hundred Americans were killed, nearly six hun- 
dred wounded, and about four hundred made prisoners. Among 
the slain were General Nash, of Noilh Carolina, who fell at the 
head of his brigade, and his aid de camp, Major Witherspoon, Thp 
loss of the enemy, in killed and wounded, was six hundred, of whom 
less than one hundred were killed. 

The American army encamped again on Shippajck Creek, but 
soon after advanced to White Marsh ; the royal army removed 
from Germantown to Philadelphia. The object, which now priur 
cipally engaged their attention, was, on the one part to retain, and 
on the other to acquire, possession of the forts on the Delaware, 
Without obtaining them. General Howe could have no communica- 
tion with his fleet; and he would be compelled to evacuate Phila- 
delphia. For the security of that city on the water side, the Ameri- 
cans, beside preparing gallies, floating batteries, armed vessels and 
boatf?, fire-ships and rafts, had built a fort on Mud Island, which they 
called Fort Mifflin ; and another at Red Bank, which they called 
Fort Mercer.* A detachment from the British army having dis-r 
lodged the Americans from Billingsport ; batteries were erected on 
the Pennsylvania shore, to assist in dislodging them also from Mud 
Jsland. A detachment was sent at the same time to attack Fojrt 
Mercer. This enterprise was entnisted to Colonel Count Donop, 
a brave and high sphited German officer, who with tliree battalions 
of Hessian gi-enaaicrs, the regiment of Mirback, anc} the infantry 
chasseurs, having crossed the Delaware from Philadelphia on the 
twenty-first of October, marched doVvn on the eastern side of the 
river, and on the afternoon of the next day reached Red Bank. The 
place was defended by about four hundred men under tlie command 
of Colonel Christopher Greene, of Rhode Island. Count Donop 
with undaunted firmness led on his troops to an assault, through a 
tremendous fire ; and, forcing an extensive outwork, compelled the 
garrison to retire to the redoubt ; but, while fighting bravely at the 
head of his battalions, he received a uiorUd wound. The assailants 
were soon forced to a precipitate retreat, under a well directed fire 
frorii the garrison, which again proved destmciive to them, as it had 
previously been in then- approach to the assault. In this expedition, 

♦ Mud Isinnd lies near the middle of the Delaware River, about seven miles below 
Philadelphia. Red Bank lies opposite to it, on the Jersey shore. Billingsport is a 
high bank on the same shore, about twelve miles below Philadelphia, on which a forti- 
fleation had Vx^^n erected by the Americans 



s 
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the enemy are supposed to have lost about four hundred men. Th» 

garrison lost thirty-two only, killed and wounded. 

Preparations in the mean time were going forward for reducing 
the fort on Vlud Island. The British snips having at length beeo 

t up the river, a hea\T cannonade commenced from them wad from 

e batterii^s on the siiore. which dismounted several ^f the guni 
of the fort, and otherwise so damaged its defences, that the gamson, 
apprehensive of an assault, quitted it the ensuing night, and were 
carried oif by their shipping. Within three days afterward, the ga^ 
rison at Red Bank, on the approach of Lord Comwallis with a 
lar^ force, was withdrawn. The water force of the Americans^ 
now no lon^r protected by the works on the shore, quitted its sta^ 
lion, and ix^tired up the river. A few of the smaller gallies, bjf 
keeping close on the Jersey shore, passed Philadelphia in the ni^^ 
anil escaped ; tlie ix^st were abandoned and burnt. A commumca- 
lion was thus opened at last between the British army and navy."* t 

General Bur^ovne, who commanded the northern British arniyi 
took |x>ssession ot' Ticonderoga, which had been abandoned by the 
Americans. He pushed his successes, crossed Lake Gieor^ and 
encamped up>n die banks of the Hudson, near Saratoga. " Finding 
himself in want of provisions, horses to mount his cavalry, and teams 
to transport his stores and baggage, he resorted to one of the most 
chimerical and romantic proje(*ts that could enter the imaginatioD 
of man. Being intbrmed that a lai^ quantity of stores, com, cat- 
tle, &.C. wiMv deposited at Bennington, in the New-Hampshiia 
grants, he planned an expedition for the purpose of possessing him- 
self of this tn^asiire. Pii^suming, probably, that his late success and 
his manifesto liad pnxlured such wonderful eflfects, that no mow 
op|X>silion wouM be made to his progress in die country. He dcB- 

1)rttched Colonel Baum, a German officer, with a party of fiv» 
luiichx^i Hessians and Tories, and one hundred Indians, with two 
field pieces. The Colonel was furnished with the following cuiioiB 
instniclions. \\4iich fell into the hands of General Stark. " 7b /w- 
cere/ through the JVew Hampshire Grants, cross the mountains^ scmff 
the cfuiitry^ with Peter^s corps {tories) and the Indians^ from JRockmg' 
ham to Otter Crrek^ to (rrt horses, carriae^es. and cattle, and momU 
RridcscPs rr^ncnt of dra noons, to p:o down Connecticut River as for 
as Braftlf'boroii<rh, and return by the ^reat road to Albany, therein 
mcrf General linr^oyne, to rnrkaroi/r to make thr country believe it woi 
the advanced hodf/ of the GrneraPs army n^ho iras to cross ConnectieMt 




• By ordf r of c .igres«», an elegant sword was presented to each of the rollowioffofi- 
cers ; Colonvl (Jrcfne, who commanded in Fort Mercer; Lieatenant Colonel BMk 
of *.iaryldn(J, who comnjaded in Fort Mifflin ; and Commodore Haslewood, wbocov- 
mandcd the irailies. 

t Holmes^ American Annals, vol. ii.p. 377 — 83- 
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- htGns where they halted, with such articles as they wanted^ and talce 
hostages for the perfomiaiice^ Sfc. Yon are to bring all horses Jit to 

\ mount the drn^oons or to serve as battalion horses for the troops^ with 

2 as many saddles and bridles as can be found. The number of horses 

I requisite, besides those for the dragoons^ ought to be thirteen hundred^ if 

:■ f/ou can bring more so much the better* The horses must be tied in 

r strin/rs of ten each^ in order that one man may lead ten horses.^^ 
B Preceded by the manifesto, aiid having his commission in his {)ock- 

:. et, Colonel Baum marcKed, on tlie 14th of August, at the head of 

2 his coinmand, to execute the oi'ders of his general 5 he proceeded 
^ about twelve or thirteen miles, where lie halted and secured himself 

- by entreaciiments. It was a providential circumstance, that Genei*- 

3 ftl Slark was at or near Bennington, with about eight hundred New- 
Eagland militia, part of whom being from the New-Hampshire 

tp^ Grams, were called Green Mountain Boys. He advanced towards 
the enemy to i-econnoitre their position, and some skinnishin^ ensued, 
£-. in which thirtv of them, with two Indian chiefs, were killed and 
_^ woimded, witli little loss on our side. Colonel Baum, alarmed at 
'^. his Situation, despatched a messenger to Burgoyne for a reinforce- 
. ment. The 15th being a very i-ainy day, there was only some skir- 
,: misliing in small pailies. On the 16th, General Stark, assisted by 
^. Colonel Warner, matui-ed liis arrangements for battle ; he divided 
^^ his troops into three divisions, and ordered Colonel Nichols, with 
~^ two hundred and fifty men, to gain the rear of the left wing of the 
^ enemy, and Colonel Hendrick the rear of their right wing, with 
_. three hundred men, while he attacked their front. Tlie Indians, 
"" alanned at the appearance of being surroimded, endeavoured to 
' , make their escape in a single file between the two parties, with their 
: hoirid yells and the gingling of cow bells. The flanking parties 
appreaching each other in their rear, and General Stark, making a 
_ bold and furious onset in front, a general and close conflict ensued, 
and continued with more or less severilv for about two hours. 
■ Though Colonel Baum had nearly twice their numbers, and was 
defended by breast- works, the force of liis opposers proved iiresistible, 
L forcing their breast-works at the muzzles of their guns, and obliging 
them to ground their arms and sunender at discretion, so that the 
victory on our part was complete. We took two jjieces of brass 
cannon, and a number of prisoners, with baggage, &c. This was 
110 sooner accomplished, than Colonel Breyman, with 01^ thousand 
[ German troops, arrived with two field pieces, to re-enforce Colcmel 
' Baum, who Iiad just been defeated. General Stark's troops were 
now. scattered, some attending the wounded, some guarding the 
prisoners, and still more in pursuit of plunder ; and all exhausted by 
extreme hunger and* fatigue. At tliis critical moment. Colonel War- 
ner's re^ment arrived, and the other troops being rallied, the whole 
were oitlered to advance. A field piece nad be^ taken from Baum 
in the forenoon, and Stark ordered it to be drawn to the scene of 
action, but his men ha\ing ne^'er seen a caniioaa knew not how to 
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load it, the general disuiounted and taught theia, by loading it aar*- 
self. An action soon commenced, and proved warm and desoenite, 
in which both sides displayed the most daring bravery, till night 
ap[)ix)achcd, when the enemy yielded a second time in one day, to 
their Yankee conquerors* Th« German troops being totally rout- 
ed, availed themselves of the dai'kness of night to. effect their retreat* 
Tlie whole numberof killed, wounded and prisoners, was nine hun- 
dred and thirty-four, including one hundred and fifty-soven tones i 
of this number, six hundred} and fifty-four were prisoners. Colonel 
Baum received a mortal wound, of which he soon after died. ^ Be- 
sides the above, one thousand stand of arms, four brass field pieces, 
two hundred and fifty dragoon swords, eight loads of baggage, and 
twenty horses felt into our hands. The loss on our side was not 
more than one hundred in the whole. The consequences were most 
auspicious for the northern department. Burgoyne fek the clipping 
of another wing, and a diminution of his confidence in his successfiil 
career. The event also produced the happiest' effects on the spirits 
of our militia, by increasing their confidence in their own prowess. 
The following anecdote, deserves to be noticed, for the honour of 
tlie person who is the subject of it, though his name has not been 
ascertained. A venerable old man liad five sons in the field of bat- 
tle near Bennington, and being told that he had been unfortunate in 
one of his sons, replied, What, has he misbehaved, did he desert his 
post, or shrink firom the charge ? No sir, says the uiformant, worse 
than than that, he is among the slain^ he fell contending mightily in 
the cause. Then I am satisfied, replied the good old man ; bring 
him in, and lay him before me, that I may behold and survey the 
darhng of my soul. On which the corpse was broucbt in and laid 
before him. He then called for a bowl of water and a napkin, and 
witli his own hands washed the gore and dirt from his son^s corpse, 
and wiped his gaping wounds, with a complacency, as he himself 
expressed it, which before he had never felt or experienced. 

September 2d, General Gates issued a proclamation to counteract 
any influence which Burgoyne's sanguinary manifesto might have 
produced, inteidicting all communication with the royal army, and 
endeavouruig to calm the fears of the inhabitants, bjr promising them 
all the |>rotection in his power. Burgoyne's manifesto, howeveri 
denouncing fire and sword, instead of alarming into submission, 
excited umversal indignation and contempt ; instead of conciliating, 
and increa^g the number of his friends, it served only to exasperate 
and augment our means of resistance and opposition- to his views. 
It was^ not long, indeed, before some innocent persons were made 
victims of savage barbarity, by means of the tomahawk and scalping 
knife, in the hands of the barbarians under his command. Among 
the first of tliese victims, was Miss Jenny McCrea, who was rour- 
ilereil in a manner extremely shocking to tlie feelings of humanity. 
The father of Miss McCrea was friendly towards the royalists, and. 
tlie young lady was engaged to many a refugee officer in feurgoyne't 
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larmy, by the name of Jones, and waited his arriral in order to have 
the marriage consummated. When our army retreated from Fort 
Edward, Miss McCrea had the indiscretion to remain behind, pro- 
bably with the expectation of meeting her lover* The Indians, how- 
ever, soon made her their prisoner, and on their return towards 
JBurgoyne's camp, a quarrel arose to decide who should hold posses- 
sion 01 the fair prize. During the controversy, one of die monsters 
struck his tomahawk into her skull, and iramettiately stripped off her 
scalp. 

General Gates complained to General Burgoyne of this and other 
outrages in the following words. " A young lady, Miss McCrea, 
lovely to the sight, of virtuous character and amiable disposition, 
engaged to be married to an officer in your army, was, with other 
women and children, taken out of a house near Fort Edward, car- 
ried into the woods, and there scalped and mangled in a most shock- 
ing manner. Two parents, with their six children, were all treated 
with the same inhumanity, while quietly residing in their own happy 
and peaceful dwellings. The miserable fate of Miss McCrea was 
peculiarly aggravated by her being diessed to receive her promised 
husband — ^but met her murderer, employed by you. Upwards of 
one hundred men, women and children, have perished by the hands 
of ruffians, to whom it is asserted you have paid the price of blood." 
This appears since to be rather an exaggerated charge. In Gen- 
eral Burgoync's reply, he says, " The fact was no premeditated bar- 
barity ; on the contrary, two chiefs who had brought Miss McCrea 
off, for the purpose of security, not of violence to her person, disputed 
\yhlch should be her guard, and in a fit of savage passion, in the one 
from whose hands she was snatched, the unhappy Woman became 
ihe victim." He expressed sorrow and regret for the tragic scenes, 
and further stated that he obliged the Indians to give up the murderer 
into his hands, and he certainly should have suffered an ignominious 
death, had he not been convinced that a pardon on his terms would 
be more efficacious than an execution, to prevent further mischief. 
That he paid for scalps he denied ; but the Indians were to receive 
compensation for prisoners." 

The following remarks of Dr. Thacher are pertinent and just : — 
" This cruel conduct of the royalists is contemplated with horror and 
detestation by all ranks of people, except tt^ir friends and adher* 
ents. It is impossible not to detest that cause and that army which 
accepts the aid of savage auxiliaries, and encourages them in inhu- 
man slaughter and bloodshed. This measure was certainly coun- 
tenanced and recommended by his Majesty, aiid his ministers, and 
General Burgoyne acknowle(]^s Uiat he allowed the Indians to take 
the scalps of tne dead. It must be most painiiil for tlie impartial 
historian to record, and it will require the strongest faitliof tlie reader 
in future ages to credit, the disgraceful story, that Britons, who pridn 
themselves on their civility, and humanity, employed the wild sav- 
ages of the wilderness in a war against a people united to them bj*^ 
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. the liesof consauf;iiinity — Tliatage, and the helpless invalid, women, 
and chilchcn at the breast, are all alike subjected to the meiciless 
furj' of bai'barians. That British generals should be so regardless 
of "the dignity of their station, and the voiceofhuniamly, as to re- 
ceiv(» from the hands of tfiese ferocious wretches the scalps torn 
from the skulls of innocent pei*sons !" * 

" General Burgoyne, having collected alx)ut thirty days' pit>vir 
sion, and thrown a bridge of boats over the Hudson, crossed tliat 
river on the tliirteenth and fourteenth of Septcml)er, and encamped 
on the heights and phiins of Saratoga. General Gales, who hvd 
recently taken the chief command of the northern depanment of 
the American army, advanced toward the enemy, and encamped 
three miles above Stilluaier. On the night of the seventeenth. Bur- 
goyne encamjjed within (bur miles of the American anny : and about 
noon on tlie nineteenth advanced in full force against it. The riglit 
wing was command(Ml by General Burgoyne. and covejed by Gen- 
eral Frazer and Colonel Breyman vvi^ii ihe grenadiers and li^ht 
infrantry, who were posted along some high grounds on the right. 
The front and Hanks were covered by Indians, Provincial, and 
Canadians. The left wing and artiJleiy vvc^ie commanded by lliC 
Major Generals Phillips and Reidesel, wlio proceeded along the 
great road. Colonel Morgan, who was detached to observe their 
motions, and to harass them as they advanced, soon fell in with their 
pickets in the front of their right wing, attacked them sharply, and 
drove them in. A strong corps was brought up to support thera, 
and. after a severe encounter, morgan was compelled to give way. 
A regiment was ordered to assist him, and the action became more 
general. 1'he commanders on l)oth sides supported and rc-enforced 
their respective parties ; and about four o'clock Arnold, w ith niiie 
continental regiments and Morg^m's corps, was completely engaged 
with the wliole riglit wing of the British army. " For lour nours 
they maintained a contest hand to hand.'' The Americans at 
length left the field ; " not because they were conquered, but be- 
cause the approach of night made a retreat to their camp necessary. 
Few actions have been more remarkable than tliis, for l>oth vigour 
of attack and obstmacy of resistance." The loss on the pail of the 
Americans, in killed and w^ounded, was between three and four 
hundred ; among the fomier were Colonels Cobunie and Adams, 
and several other valuable officers. 'ITie loss of the British was 
about six hundred. 

Both armies lay some time in sight of each other, each forti^'ine 
its camp in the strongest manner possible. Meanwliile the difficuf 
ties of the British General were daily becoming increased. , Hm 
auxiliary Indians deserted him soon after the battle of Stillwater. 
His army, reduced to little more than five thousand men, was limit- 
ed to half the usual allowance of provisions. The stock of forage 

'^ Thacher> Military Journal, page 109 — 15. 
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SIS entirely exhausted, and his horses were perishing in great niun- 
=5rs. The American army had become so augmented, as to render 
•n diffident of making good his retreat. To aggravate his distress, 
D intelligence had yet been received of the approach of General 
linton, or of any diversion in his favour from New- York. 

In this exigency, General Burgoyne resolved to examine the pos- 
DiYity of dislodging the Americans from tlicir posts on the left, by 
hich means he would be enabled to retreat to the lakes. For tins 
ijpose iie drew out fifteen hundred men, which he headed himself, 
tended by Generals Phillips, Reidesel, and Frazer. This detach- 
Rnt had scarcely formed, within lesstlian half a mile of the Ameri- 
.11 intronchmonts, when a furious attack was made on its left ; but 
lajor Acklaiid, at the head of tlie British grenadiers, sustained it 
itli ^reat tirmne^s. The Americans soon extended their attack 
3n£i; the whole front of the German troops, which were posted on 
V. right of the grenadiers ; and marched a body around their flank, 

picvent their retreat. On this movement, the British light infan- 
i/ with a part of the twenty-fourth regiment instantly lormed, to 
>vor the retreat of the troops into tlie camp. I'heir left wing in 
V mean time, overpowered with numbeii^, was of)liged to retreat, 
id would inevitably have been cut to pieces, but lor the intcrven- 
>n of the same troops, which had just been covering the retreat on 
e y'i^hU The whole detachment was now under the necessity of 
tiiin.2; ; but scarcely had the British troops entered the lines, when 
le Ainericans, led by General Arnold, pressed forward, and, under 
tremendous fire of grape shot and musketry, assaulted the works 
rou^hout their whole extent from right to leit. Toward the close 
' tlie day, a part of the left of the Ameri(!ans forced the intrench- 
ents, and Arnold with a few men actually entered the woiks ; but 
s horse being killed* and he himself badly \^'o^^ded in the h^g, they 
ere forced out of them, and it being nowiK^arly dark, they desisted 
3m the attack. On the left of Arnold's detachment, Jackson's 
^merit of Massachusetts, then led by Lieutenant Colonel Brooks, 
as still more successful. It turned the right of the encampment, 
id carried by storm the works, occupied by tlie Cicnnan res(Tve. 
ieutenant Colonel Breyman was killed ; and Brooks maintained 
e ground he hadgainedr Darkness put an end to the actJQn. The 
[vantage of the Aiqericans was decisive. They killed a great 
in^ber of the enemy ; made upward of two hundred prisonei's, 
long whom were seveml officei-s of distinction ; took nine pieces 

brass artillery, and the encampment of a German brigade, with 
1 their equipage. Among the slain of the enemy was General 
mzcr, an officer of distinguished merit, whose loss was particularly 
grctted. The loss of the Americans was inconsiderable. 
Gates posted fourteen hundi-ed men on the heights opposite the 
•d of Saratoga ; two thousand hi tiio rear, to prevent a retreat to 
)rt Edward ; and fifteen hundred at a ford higher up. Burgoyne, 
prehensive of being hemmed in, retired iiiunediately to Sni-att^ga* 
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An alterant was now made to retreat to Fort George. ArtificM 
wei-c accorclingly dispatched under a strong escort, to repair dx 
bridges, and open the road to Fort Edward ; but ihey were compelled 
to make a precipitate retreat The situation of (xeneral Bm^ix 
becoming every hour more hazardous, he resolved to attempt i 
retreat by night to Fort Edward; but even this retrograde move- 
ment w-as i-endfred impracticable. While the army was prenaring 
to march, intelligence w^as received, that the Americans had aueadf 
possessed themselves of Fort Edward, and that they were well |» 
vidcd with artillerj'. No avenue to escape now appeared. Inco-j 
sant toil had worn down the whole British army ; which did notnof 
contain more than three thousand five hundred fighting men. Pro- 
visions were almost exhausted, and there were no possible ineanscf | 
])rocuring a supply. The American army, which was daily increii' 
ing, was already much grcater than tlie British in point ofnumbei^ 
and almost encircled them. In this extremity, the British Genenl 
called a council of war ; and it was unanimously resolved to enter 
into a convention with General Gates. Pi-eliminaries were son 
settled, and the i-oyal army surrendered prisoners of war.* 

The capture of an entire army was justly viewed as an event, tU 
must cssentiallv affect the contest between Great Britain and An* 
rica ; and while it excited tlie highest joy among the people, it cobH 
not l)ut have a most auspicious influence in the cabinet and in tk 
field. The thanks of congress were voted to General Gates andli 
army ; and a medal of gold, in commemoration of this splendil 
achievement, was orderea to be struck, to be presented to mm hj 
the president, in the name of the United States. 

While Geneml Burgoyne was urging his preparations for advanc- 
ing toward Albany, General Lincoln attempted to recover TicoDde- 
s'oga, and the other posts in the rear of the royal army. Cokmd 
Brown, whom he detached on the thirteenth of September fritk 
five hundred men to the landing at Lake George, surprised all the 
outposts between the landing at the north end of that lake and the 
body o( the fortress at Ticonderoga ; took Mount Defiiance and 
Mount Hope, the old French lines, a block-house, two hundred bat- 
teaux, several gun-boats, and an armed sloop, together with two 



* I'he whole number, which surrendered, was 



British troops . . . 2442 
Brunswick k other German troops 2198 
Canadians, Volunteers, &c. 1100 

Staff . ... 12 



5751 



\ 



Sick and wounded left in the Brit- J 
ish camp whea Burgoyne began > 5tt 
his retreat ... J 

Beside the above, there were killed, 
wounded, taken, 6 deserted* be* 
5752 tween 6th Juljk 16tb October 

Total . .8ns 

Uemembrnncer for 1777, p. 477. The whole armj of General Gates connsted of 
9093 continental troops. The number of the miiitia fluctuated ; but, when the coo- 
venlion Mas signed, it amounted to 4129. The sick exceeded 2500. The troops onder 
(leneral Burgoyne were to march out of their camp with the honoars of war ; ud ■ 
free passH};e was to be granted them to Great Britain, on condition oi not serviog agiiA 
In North America during the present contest 
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iuwdred and ninety prisoners ; and released one hundred Ameri- 
cans. On examination it was found, that the reduction of either 
JVlount Independence or Ticonderoga was impracticable ; but soon 
after the convention at Saratoga, tlie British, who had been left ii> 
tJie rear of the royal army, destroyed their cannon ; and, abandon- 
ing Ticonderoga, retreated to Canada. 

General Lincoln, while reconnoitring, tlic day after the battle 
Eiear Stillwater, received a dangerous wound ; but the lilc of that 
e^ccellent officer and estimable man was providentially saved ibr 
future and important services to his countiy."* 

** Articles of Convention between Ueutenaat-Genercd liur^oyne and 

Major-General Gates. 

I. — ^The troops under Lieutenant-Gencral Burgoyne, to march out 
of their camp with the lionours of war, and the artillery of the en- 
trenchments, to the verge of the river whore the old fort stood, wlirrc 
the arms and artillery are to be left ; the arms to be pik»d by word 
of command from then* own officers. 

II. — A free passage to be granted to the army under Lieutenant- 
CSeneral Burgoyne to Great Britain, on condition of not serving 
again in Nortii America during the present contest ; and the port of 
Sston is assigned for the entry of tninspoits to receive the trciops, 
whenever General Howe shall so order. 

III. — Should any cartel take place, hy which the army under 
General Burgoyne, or any part of it, may be exchanged, the foic^go*- 
inearticle to be void as far as such exchmigc*. shall bo made. 

IV. — The army under Lieutcnanf-Gencral Burgoyne, to march to* 
Massachusetts Bay, by the easiest, most expeditious, and convenient 
ioute ; and to be quartered in, near, or as convenient as possible to- 
Boston, that the march of the troops may not be delayed, whem 
transports arrive to receive thorn. 

V. — ^The troops to 1 •: c'-./ii!;: ; on tlifiriTinr:] , p.ndduring their 
being in quartet-s. will- p.-.r i -i ■; ., ■;/ \^-. •i-iiii Uui.ro i orJc^rs, at the 
same rate of rations as the troops ofhis own army; and if possihlcy 
the officers' liorses and cattle arc to be supplied with forage at ther 
usual rates. 

VI. — ^All officers to retain their carri?iges, batt-horses and other 
cattle, and no baggage to be molested or searclied ; Lieut(]!nant- 
General Burgoyne givhig his honour that there ai-e no pubUc stores: 
secreted therehi. Major-Cirenercal Gates wilt of course take the 
necessary measures for the due performance of this article. Should 
any carnages be wanted during the march for the tnuis|X)rtation of 
officers' baggage, they are, if possible, to l)e su})phed by the country 
at the usuaJ rates. 

VII. — Upon the march^ and during the time the army shall reniaiit 
in quarters in Massachusetts Ba}-, the officers are not, as fai as 

♦ Holittf!*' AmcricBD Anna!*, ml. ji. \k 307— P-?. 
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cjrcumstfinces will admit, to be separated from their men. The 
officers are to be quailered according to rank, and are not to be 
hindered from assembling their men for roll call, and other necessary 
purposes of regularitj'. 

VIII. — All cor|)s whatever, of Geneml Burgovne's army, whether 
composed of sailors, batteaumen, artificers, cfiivers, independent 
companies, and followers of the arm}-, of whatever country, shall be 
included in the fullest sense and utmost extent of the above articles, 
and comprehended in eveiy i-espect as British subjects. 

IX. — All Canadians, and persons t)elonging to the Canadian 
establishment, consisting of sailoi*s, battaumen, artificers, drivers, 
independent companies, and many other followers of the army, who 
come under no pailicular description, are to be pennitted to return 
there ; .they are to be conducted immediately by tJie shortest route to 
the first British post on Lake George, are to be supplied with pro- 
visions in the same manner as the other tn)ops, and are to be bound 
by the same condition of not serving during the present contest in 
North America. 

X. — Passports to be immediately gi-anted for three officers, not 
exceeding the rank of captains, who sliall be appointed by Lieuten- 
ant-General Burgoyne, to carry despatches to Sir William Howe, 
Sir Guy Carleton, and to Great Britain, by the way of New- York; 
and Major-General Gates engages the public faith, that these des- 
patches shall not be opened. These olficers are to set out immedi- 
ately after receiving their despatches, and are to travel the shortest 
route and in the most expeditious manner. 

XL — During the stay of the troops in Massachusetts Bay, the 
oflicers are to be admitted on parole, and are to be allowed to wear 
their side arms. 

XII. — Should the army under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne 
find it necessary to send for their clothing and other baggage to 
Canada, they are to bo permitted to do it hi the most convenient 
manner, and the necessary passports gmnted for that purpose. 

XI II. — These articles are to be mutually signed and exchange 
to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock, and the troops under Lieutenant- 
General Burgoyne pre to marcli out of their entrenchments at three 
f)'clock in the afternoon. 

(Signed) HORATIO GATES, Major-General 

(Signed) J. BURGOYNE, Lieutenant-Generd 

Saratoga, Oct. I6th, Mil. 

To prevent any doubts that might arise from Lieutenant-General 
Burgoyne's name not being mentioned in the above treaty, Major- 
General Gates hereby declares, that he is undei-stood to be compre- 
hended in it, as fully as if iiis name had been specifically mentioned. 

HORATIO GATES. 

Thus terminated a ne^ociation which prostrated the power of the 
^nemy in the north, disconcerted a dangerous project, and distracted 
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his future operations. It invigorated the national spirit, retrieved 
disastei"s in the south, and encouraged the public councils to resist 
the insidious plans of the British cabinet to disunite the x\uicrican 
people, and disarm opposition. This signal event, though first in 
eclat, was secondary in its consequences, to the glorious acliievement 
at Trenton ; I take the distinction, that in the latter case we were 
contending for life, with a handful of troops opposed to an host ; and 
in the former we were defending propert}' with an overwhelming 
force. Impartial posterity will cleterminc, what were my humble 
merits in these important transactions ; and it would be a gratifica- 
tion to know, what mighty space of public utility was occupied by Pres- 
ident MaJison in those eventful days. 

Early on the morning of the \ 7th, I visited General Burgoyne in 
liis camp, and accompanied him to the ground where liis army was 
to lay down their arms, from whence we rode to the bank of the 
Hudson's River, which he surveyed with attention, and asked me 
whether it was not fordable. Certainly, Sir, but do you observe the 
people on the opposite shore ? Yes, replied he, " I have seen them 
too long." 

He then proposed to be introduced to General Gates, and we 
crossed the Fishkill and proceeded towards his head quarters, Gen- 
eral Burgoyne in front with his adjutant-general, Kingston, and his 
aids-de-camp Captain Lord Petersham and Lieutenant Wilford 
behind him, then followed Major-General Phillips, the Baron Reide- 
sel, and the other general officers and their suits, according to rank. 
General Gates, advised of Burgoyne's approach, met him at the head 
of his camp, Biu-govne in a ricn royal uniform, and Gates in a plain 
blue frock. When they had approached nearly within sword's length, 
they reined up and halted : I then named the gentlemen, and General 
Burgoviie raising his hat most gracefully said, " The fortune of war, 
General Gates, has made me your prisoner;" to which the conquer- 
or, returning a courtly salute, promptly replied, '' I shall always be 
ready to bear testimony that it has not been through any fault of your 
excellency."* 

The Ibllowing extract from the British Annual Register^ will shew 
the general state of things in England and America, at the meeting of 
Parliament, November, 1 777. 

General Burgoyne's success at Ticouderoga, with the total dis- 
f;omfiture and ruin which every where attended the Americans in 
their precipitate flight on the borders of Lake George, excited the 
i:;reatest triumph on the side of administration ; and whilst it won- 
derfully elevated the spirits, was considered nearly as crowning the 
hopes of all those who uad supported and approved of the war. The 
northern expedition was looked upon as the favourite child of govem- 
niont. The operations on the side of the Jerseys and Philadelphia, 
were evidently considered in a very secondary point of view. As 

♦Wilkinson's Memoir?, p. 317.?K 
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the noble Lord, who conducted the American affairs, had all the 
applause of this measure, which was conskiiered entirely as his own*, 
it IS not to be wondered at, that both himself, and his brethren in 
office, should be deeply interested in the event, and value themselves 
highly on tlie appearance of success. 

The subi^uent dispatcher from General Burgoyne, did not long 
support the hopes which were founded on the first successes. The 
unexpected difficulties and delays which the army experienced in 
advancing a few miles fromSkenesborough, to the southward, were, 
however, counterbalanced in opinion by its arrival on the Hudson's 
Rivery the retreat of the enemy from Fort Edward, their abandoning 
Fort George and the Lake, by which a free passage was opened 
from Ticonderoga, and St. Leber's success, in defeating and ruining 
the Tryon county militia near Fort Stanwix. 

All the former and present sanguine expectations which had been 
formed, were, however, in a great measure overthrown by the ad- 
vices which were received Oct. 31, some time previous to the meet- 
ing of Parliament ; an account which was probably this year held 
back, in the full confidence of its being ushered in with the particu- 
lars of some great and decisive success. Those which came to hand^ 
after a tedious season of expectation, bore a very different complex- 
ion. The insuperable difncidties that necessarily suspendea the 
operations of an army in such a country,- and under sucb circum- 
stances, were now practically discovered. The double defeat of 
Baum and Breyman, by a supposed broken and ruined militia, in 
an attempt to remove or lessen some of those diilicuhies^ was stiU 
more dispiriting ; and was not in any degree cured by the hope 
which the General expreSvSed>, of support and assistance from the co- 
operation of Sir William Howe's army ; both as it marked a des- 
pondency of success from his own force, and that the ministers knew 
the impossibihty of his receiving any support from that auarter.^ But, 
as if it had been to crown the climax of ill news and in fortune, the 
same dispatches were accompanied with others from Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, which brought an account of the failure of the expediticni to Fort 
Stanwix, the bold and unexpected attacks of the rebels on the side 
of Ticonderoga, and of a "Still more unexpected and extraordinary 
event, in a short sketch of the desperate and doubtful action which 
was fought on the 19th of September, between General Burgoyne 
and ArnoM i which, naked as it was of circumstances, seemed to 
shew the latter to be the assailant, by the mention of l^ retiring t& 
his camp^ when the darkness had put an end to the combat. 

Although the knowledge of these events seemed to open a view to 
some of the succeeding misfortunes, and even affordearoom to pre- 
sage a part of those unparalleled calamities which befel the northern 
army, it was still hoped, by those who were most sanguine in their 
expectations, that General Burgoyne, bemg so near Albany, could 
not fail of making his way good to that place ; and that being there 
scarcely lodged, mv would nave an opportunity of concerting witk 
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HcDry CliDton, the means, either separately or jointly, of dis- 
tressing the northern colonies ; or if the season and other circum- 
' stances did not encourage that design, they might decide on the pro- 

■ priety of maintaining -the post at Albany during the winter, or of 
advancing to New- York if more eligible. In the worst case that 

* could happen, they entertained no doubt of effecting his retreat to 
^ "Canada. Others were apprehensive of some of the fatal conse- 

■ quences that ensued. 

»■ Such was in general the state of affairs, so far as they were 
^ known, and of public opinion at the meeting of Pariiament. The 
3E accounts from Sir William Howe went no farther than the success- 
w ful landing of the army at the head of Elk; his preparation for ad- 
•t -vancing towards Philadelphia ; with the situation and apparent 

design of the enemy to impede liis progress. 
J^ [N^ov. 20th, 1777.] — ^Tne speech from the throne expresses greal 
' satisfaction, in having recourse to the wisdom and support of par- 
liament in this conjuncture, when the continuance of tne rebellion 
in America demanded their most serious attention* The powers 
with which parliament had entmsted the crown for the suppre^on 
of the revolt, were declared to have been faithfully exerted; and a 
just confidence was expressed, thai the courage and conduct of the 
officers, with tlie spirit and intrepidity of the forces, would l)e attend- 
ed with important success; although repeated assurances were 
received of the pacific disposition of foreign powers, yet as the arma- 
ments in the ports of France and Spain were continued, it was 
thought advisaole to make a considerable augmentation to our naval 
•force ; it being eoually determined not to disturb the peace of Europe 
.on the one hand, and to be a faithful guardian of the honour of tne 
crown on the other. 

The speech concluded with a resolution of steadily pursuing the 
measures in which they were engaged for the re-establishment of 
that constitutionsd su^rdination, which his majesty was determined 
to maintain through the seveml parts of his dominions ; accompanied 
with a profession of being watchful for an opportunity of puttmg a 
stop to the effusion of the blood of his subjects ; a renewal or con- 
tinuance of tbeformer hope, that the dduded and unhappy multitude 
would return to their allegiance, upon a recollection of the blessings 
of their former government, and a comparison with the miseiies of 
their present situation ; and a declaration, that the restoration of 
peace, order, and confidence to his American Colonies, would be 
considered by his Majesty as the greatest happiness of his life, and 
thegreatest glory of his reign. 

The conclusions involved in tliis declaration or opinion had no 
effect in detering the Marquis of Granby, from hnmediately avowing 
those very principles and that conduct which had been so loudly 
condemned. 

He would therefore recommend it to the ministers to forge bonds 
ipf amity for the minds, instead of chains for the bodies of the Amed- 
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cans, and flattering himself on the present moment of unccrtamty, 
he would move an amendment to the address ; the substance of the 
amendment being — *^lo rerjuest of his Majesty to adopt some 
measures for accommodating the differences with America; and 
recommending; a cessation of all hostilities, as necessaiy for the 
efli?ctuatingof so desirable a purpose ; with an assurance, that the 
commons were detennined to co-operate with him in every maniier 
that could contribute to the re-establishment of peace, and the 
drawing such lines as should afford suilicient secmity to the terms of 
pacifjcation." 

Tlie motion fiir the amendment was secondejd by Lord John 
Ca\<»n(lish, and supported in general by the opposition on the follow- 
ing giounds : That three years war, at an immense expense, 55,000 
land (brces. and a hundred ships of war, had only left us in nearly 
the same situation that we began. We had lost Boston, and wie 
had gaincfl i\ew-York. The loss of our army was too much to be 
apprehended ; its escape indeed in any manner, and with any loss, 
was the utmost that could be hoped. If the other army should ever 
succeed against Philadelphia, what prospect would that aflfbrd of 
bettering our afiTairs ? On the contraiy w as there not every reason to 
apprehend, that such a separation of our forces would be attended 
with the most alarming consequences, and even endanger the 
whole. 

Every hope of attaining a revenue from America had been long 
over ; the country gentlemen were called upon, to know if any one 
of them would still avow the entcjrtaining of so frantic an idesu 
Yet in that blind pursuit, the offspring, they said, of folly, ignoi-ance, 
obstinacy, and injustice, we had already squandered above fifteen 
millionsof money, which was finally sunk, and eveiy shilling of it 
forever lost to the nation. If pc^ace were this moment concliided, 
they said, without contradiction, that by the time we had brought 
home and disbanded our forces, got rid of our German coimections, 
with all the other incumbrances, incident to, or consequent of the 
war, we should have increased the national debt above thirty mil- 
lions more than it had been at the commencement of the troubles; 
\\^".(!i would then far exceed all calculations that had ever been 
niad(» relative to the ability of the nation, and the degree of burthen 
which it was capable of supporting. 

[t was asked, whether the destruction of our home trade, by the 
swai ms of American privateers which had during the summer infest- 
ed and insulted our coasts; the terror into which the metropolis of 
Ireland had been thrown, and the fortifying, for the fii-st time in kll 
our wars, of its harbours; with the consignment to foreigners of the 
freight of our native commodities, from the hicompetencyof the Brit- 
ish flag to the protection of its ow n commerce ; whether these cir- 
cumstances were to be adduced merely as evidences of national 
strength and prosperity, or whether the credit of them was to be ap- 
plied to the general wisdom of our councils, and to the pailicultfr 
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ability with which the war was conducted ? If such are already the 

consequences of an American contest with our revolted colonies 

only, what are we to expect when an i^^uropean war is brought 

lioinc to our doors by the junction of the whole House of Bourbon 

with those colonies, whom we now see^n incapable of contending 

! with to effect singly ? This fatal event, said they, has been long 

s foreseen and repeatedly foretold by the opposition, as a certain result 

i of the folly, injustice, and violence of our councils, and the infatuated 

; blindness, and obstinacy of govonnient. These j)redictions had 

been the constant jest of the Ministers, whose ill timed and ill fated 

! ridicule, was confirmed by those standing majorities, who have 

ij uniformly supported them in their most niinous measures; l)ut if 

; there were any deficiency of other confirmations, the verity oi' tliese 

ij predictions is now established by th(^ speech belbre us; nor will the 

5 unwillingness with which the acknowledgment is made, nor the 

i necessity by which it is extorted, lessen the validity of that tes- 

« timony. 

f: The house was repeatedly called npon and exhorted in the most 

urgent terms, to reflect sincerely upon the present critical stat(i of 

i» public affairs; that they were involved at this moment in such a 

^ situation of difficulty and danger, as they had never before expe- 

■y "rienced; that it therefore behooved them to act with the greatest 

circumspection, and by the prudence and wisdon of their present 

:; conduct to atone for past errors, and to afford a remedy to their con- 

j sequent evils, so far as they were yet capable ol being cured. And 

they were wamed, not by a blind and precipitate vote, without a 

single ray of information on public affiairs for their guidance, to pass 

an address, which, besides an apj)robationof all their past conduct, 

would afford a sanction to the Ministers for a perseverance in the 

same destructive measures which had involved us in the present most 

unhappy situation. 

Upon the whole it was said, they were now, in llie language which 
liad so often been used on the other sid(5, to pass, or not to pass the 
Rubicon ; they were to cast the die, in their present resolution, . 
which was to determine war or peace, safety or destruction. They 
weie not only to vote war or pear^e with AuK^ica, but war or peace 
with the House of Bourbon. The address, and the amendnient 
afforded either alternative. 

A gentleman whose powers of elotiuence, have been universally 
celebrated, supplicated the House in the most pathetic terms, to 
seize the present happy moment for attempting an accommodation, 
when neither elated with insolent victory, nor debased with abject 
defeat; we could with honour to ourselves make such proposals to 
our colonists as they would without dishonour acc(»pt. 

On the other side, the Minister said, that he supposed there was 
not a second opinion in the nation wilh respect to peace, nor a uish 
that did not tend to its accomplishmejit ; that no man in or out of the 
House wished more fervently for that happy event than he did him- 
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self; that the ouly differeDce of opinion, which could arises, was on, 
the means of attaining that wished-for object ; but that the proper 
moment for chalking out the hues of an accommodation was not yet 
arrived : that happy moment could only be found in the season of 
victory ; the attempt would be as futile, as it would be pitxiuctive of 
ridicule, disgrace and contempt, at any other. He seemed tacitly t0 
give up the idea of taxation, by not considering it as a bar in the way 
of accommodation ; and objected to a cessation of arms, as it would 
seem a direct admission of the American claim of independency ; 
but he said that the Commissioners were enabled to grant a cessa- 
tion whenever they deemed it expedient, and that such overtures 
were made or accepted on the other side, as al&rded any fair ground 
for opening a negociation. 

The present contest exhibited a new and veiy doubtful case. For 
if America should grow into a separate empire, it must of course 
cause such a revolution in the political system of the worlds that a bare 
apprehension of the unknown consequences which might proceed 
from so untried a state of public affairs, would be sufficient to staig- 
f er the resolution of our most determined or enterprizing enemies. 

It was further advanced on the same side, that, independent of 
arms, there was every reason for hoping that the troubles in America 
would be brought to a happy conclusion.; that the great bounties 
which the Congress offered to soldiers, was an irrefragable prodT 
of the difficulty which they experienced in endeavouring to re- 
cruit their forces ; that the hardships which the ppx)ple ACtUi " 
suffered, at present, under the despotism of their tyrants^ comi 
with that mild and happy government which they had withorawB 
themselves from, and under which they h^-d risen to such a degree 
of power and greatness, had already nearly brought them to a sense 
f)f their error, and would soon make them sick of rebellion. That 
}the proposed amendments, if carried, would only tend to revive and 
•keep up that wild spirit of independence, by which the people had 
ao long been hurried away from the right use or application of their 
««ason ; and that they could not therefore but consider themselves 
as enemies' to their country, were they not to stamp a direct negation 
aipon the amendment. 

Some others went so far as to insist, that the contest now, was not 
-whether America should be dependent on the British legislature ; but 
whether Great Britain or America should be independent ? Botkj 
they said, could not exist in that state together. For suck were the 
sources of wealth and power in that vast continent, from its extent, its 
products, its seas, its rivers, its unparalleled growth inpopulaium, and 
above all, its inexhaustible fund of naval treasures^ that this small isU 
and, which had hitherto supported its greatness by commerce and naval 
superiority, would be so cramped in its own peculiar resources^ and 
overlayed in its proper and natural element, that it must in a few years 
sink to nothing, and perhaps be reduced to that most degrading and 
calamitous of all possible situations, the .becoming a vassal to her cum 
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ndetUmts coimies, if they toere cmce permitted to establish t/icir inde- 
pendence, and of course their power. [A most singular confession.} 

These gentlemen laughed at the idea of a cessation of arms, whica 
ihey represented as the most absurd that could possibly be conceiv- 
ed. Ilow, said they, is it to be obtained ? Is a herald to be sent to 
4ie whole camp with the proposition ? If they refuse to comply 
with it, how are we to act ? Must our troops lie upon their arms, and 
suffer themselves to be beaten and their tliroats cut, only to give the 
world a specimen of their forbearance, and show tlwit their passive, 
is equal to their active valour ? The Conirress have already refused 
to negociate or treat with our Commissioners upon any teims, 
without a previous and absolute acknowledgment of their indepen- 
dency. 

In tlus course of stricture and censure, in which a more than 
common degree of acuteness and asperity were displayed, a gentle- 
man highly celebrated for his ability, and not less distinguished by 
Jus constant opposition to the Ministers, than by the severity with , 
which he scrutinizes their measures, laid a double portion of that 
general bbune and reproach which, he said, was due for our present 
calamitous situation, to the share of the noble Lord who presides at 
the head of the American department. To his administration he 
principally attributed, besides the most ruinous measures, and dis- 
oacenil consequences of the war, the final loss of our colonies. 
To him he also attributed the inhuman measure of employing sava- 
ges, not, be said, to subdue, but to exterminate, a people whom lie 
still pretended to call our subjects ; a measure which he described, 
as a warfare against human nature, without its being capable of pro- 
ducing any real military advantage ; and calculated merely for the^ 
destruction of the weak or the peaceable, for the muider of old men^ 
women and children. 

It^ required no less than the acknowledged ability of the noble- 
Mipister, to withstand the torrent of wit and eloquence, in which 
these charges and censures were involved, and in some degiee to 
deaden the effect of that briUiance of colouring with which the pic- 
ture was charged. He entered into a defence of several parts of hi.s> 
conduct in the American war, in a speech much longer than was 
usual for him ; and as to the particular charge of employing the In- 
dians, he asserted that it was a matter of necessity on the part of 
ewemment; for that the Americans had before tampered withi 
uiem, and had strained every nerve to induce them to take an active 
part against the royal cause ; so that in this measure, which had 
been described in such colours of horror, and reprobated with such 
warmth of indignation, we only successfully copied the example 
which had been set, though it failed in the execution, by the inHnac- 
nlate and in&llible Congress. . * 

The whole weight of debate on that side, fell on the Ministers^ 
themselves, or upon a very few official men. 
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In Congress, November 1, 1777. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

'* Forasmuch as it is tho indispensibleduty of all men to adore the 
superintending l^rovidence of Almighty God ; to acknowledge, with 
gratitude, their obligation to him for benefits received, and to implore 
such fartlier blessings as they stand in need of; and it having pleased 
Him, in his abundant mercy, not only to continue to us the innu- 
merable l>ounlies of his common providence, but also smile upon us 
in the prosecution of a just and necessary war, for the defence and 
estal)lishmont of our unahenable rights and liberties ; particularly 
in that he hath been phrased in so great a measure to prosper the 
means used for the support of our troops, and to crown our arms 
with most signal succjess : it is therefore recommended to the legis- 
lative or executive powers of tliese United States, to set apart 
Thursday, the 18th day of December next, for solemn thanksgiving 
and praise ; that with one heart and one voice, the good people may 
express tho grateful feelings of their hearts, and consecrate them- 
selves to the service of their Divine Benefactor ; and that together 
with their sincere acknowledgments and offerings, they may join the 
penitent confession of their manifold sins, whereby they had forfeit^ 
every favour, and their humble and earnest supplication that it may 
please God, through the merits of Jesus Christ, mercifully to forgive 
and blot them out of remembrance ; that it may please him gra- 
ciously to afford his blessings on the governments of these states re- 
spectively, and prosper the public council of the whole ; to inspire 
our commanders, both by land and sea, and all under them, with 
that wisdom and fortitude which may render them fit instruments, 
under the Providence of Almighty God, to secure for these United 
States, the greatest of all blessings, independence and peace ; that 
it may please him to prosper the tmde and manufactures of the 
j3eople, and the labour of the husbandman, that our land may yield 
Its increase ; to take schools and seminaries of education, so neces- 
sary for cultivating the principles of true liberty, virtue and piety, 
under his nurturing hand, and to prosper the means of religion, for 
the promotion and enlargement of that kingdom which consisteth in 
righteousness, jicace and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

And it is further recommended, that servile labour and such 
recreation as, though at other times innocent, may be unbecom- 
ing the purpose of this appointment, be omitted on so solemn an 
occasion." 

The beginning of the next year, 1778, was distinguished by a 

treaty of alliance between Frtt^c^e and America. In March it was 

announced to the Court of London in the following communication : 

The declaration mentioned in the message was as follows : — 

" The under-signed Ambassador of his most Christian Majestji" 



ft. 
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has received express orders to make the following declaration to the 
Court of LfOfidon : — 

The United States of North America, who are in full possession 
of indqiendence, as pronounced by them on the 4th of July, 1 776, 
having proposed to the king to consolidate, by a formal convention, 
tlie connection begun to be established between the two nations, the 
respective plenipotentiaries have signed a treaty of friendship and 
cxmunercBy designed to serve as a foundation for their mutual good 
ooitespondence. 

His Majesty being determined to cultivate the good understand- 
ing sabsistingbetween France and Great Britain, by every means 
ocxnpatible with his dignity, and the good of his subjects, thinks it 
necessary to make his proceedings known to the Court of London, 
and to declare, at the same time, that the contracting parties have 
paid great attention not to stipulate any exclusive advantages in 
nivoiur of the French nation ; and that the United States have re- 
served the liberty of ti*eating with any nation whatever, upon the 

me footing of equality and reciprocity. 

In making this communication to the Court of London, the king 
is firmly persuaded it will find new proofs of his Majesty's constant 
and sincere disposition for peace ; and that his Britannic Majesty, 
animated bv the same sentiments, will equally avoid every thing that 
may alter their good harmony ; and that he will particularly take 
effidctual measures to prevent the commerce between his JVJajesiy's 
rabjects and the United States of North America from being inter- 
nij^rted, and to cause all the usages received between commercial 
naticMis to be in this respect, observed, and all those rules which can 
be said to subsist between the two crowns of France and Great 
Britain. 

In this just confidence, the undersigned Ambassador thinks it su- 

Crfluous to acquaint the British Minister, that the king, his master, 
ing determined to protect effectually the lawful commerce of his 
subjects, and to maintain the dignity of his flag, his Majesty has, in 
consequence, taken eventual measures in concert with the United 
States of North America. 

(Signed.) hE M. DE NOAILLES. 

LmdoFij March 13, 1778." 

When the English ministry were thus informed that this treaty 
wasonfoot^ they dispatched commissioners to America, to attempt 
a reconciliation. 

Mavifesto and Proclamation by his Majesty^ s American Commis- 
sioners. 
" Having amply and repeatedly made known to tlie Congress, 
and having also proclaimed to the inhabitants of North America in 
g^eral, the benevolent overtures of Great Britain to a re-union and 
coalition with her colonies, we do not think it consistent, either with 

38 
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the duly we owe to oyr country, or with a just regard to the charaetlBr 
we bear, to persist in holding out offers which, in our estimation^ 
requii-ed only to be known in oixler to be most gratefully accepted ; 
and we have accordbgly, excepting only the commander in chie^ 
who will be detained by military duties, resolved to return to England 
a few weeks after the date of this manifesto and proclamation^ 

Previous, however, to tlii& decisive step, we are led, bya justanx- 
iet}^ for the great objects of our mission, to enlarge on some points^ 
wmch may not have been sufficiently understood ; to recapitulate ta 
our fellow-subiects the blessuigs which we are empowei-ed to confer^ 
and to warn them of the continued evils to which they are at presenl 
bUndly and obstinately exposing themaelves. 

To the members of the congress, then, we again declare, that v/%- 
are ready to concur m, all. satisfactory and just arrangements for 
securing to thom.and their respective constituents, the re-establish- 
ment of peace, with the exemption from any imposition of taxes bj 
the Parliament of Great Britam, and the irrevocable enioyment of 
every privilege consistent with that union of interests and toi-ce, on. 
which our mutual prosperity and the safety of our common relijgioa 
and liberties depend. We agaui assert that the members ol the 
congress were not authorised, by their constituents, either to reject 
our offers without the previous consideration and consent of the sev- 
eral assemblies and conventions, their constituents, or to refer us to 
pretended foreign treaties, which they know were delusively framed. 
latbe first instance, and which have never yet been ratified by the* 
people of this contiiient. And we once more remind the membere 
of congress, that tliey are responsible to their countrymen, to the 
world, and to God, for the cont'muance of this war, and for all the 
miseries with which it must be attended. 

To the general assemblies and conventions of the different cokK 
nies, plantations, and provinces abovementioned, we now separately: 
tyiake tlie offers, which we originally transmitted to the coi^ess ; 
and we hereby call upon and. urge them to meet expressly Kor the 
purpose of considering whether every motive, political as well as. 
moral, should not decide their resolution to embrace the occaaoo of 
cementing a free and finn coaUtion with Great Britain. It has not 
been, nor is it oiu* wish, to seek the objects, whichwe were commie- 
sioned to pursue, by fomenting popular divisions and partial cabals; 
we tliink such conduct would be ill suited, to the generous nature of 
iJie offers made, and unbecoming the dignity of the king, and the 
state which make them. But it is both our wish and our duty te 
encourage any men, or bodies of men, in their return of loyalty to our 
soveragn, and affection to our. fellow-subjects. 

To all othei-s, free inhabitants of this once happy empire,, we alse 
address ourselves. Such of them as are actually in arms, of whatso- 
ever rank or description, will do well to recollect, that the grievances^ 
wlu^her real or supposed, which led them into this rebellion, have 
hi'cn forever rernoved, and tliat the just occarion is arrived^ fox. their 
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wtamin^ tD the class of peaceful citizens. But if the honours of a 
military life are become their object, let them seek those honours 
under the banners of their rightful sovereign, and in fighting Uie bat- 
tles of the united British empire, against our late mutual and naturi 
•enemies. 

To'those whose profession it is to exercise the functions of rcligioD 
"On this continent, it cannot surely be unknown, that the sovereign 
power with which the congi-ess is endeavoiu'ing to connect tliem, has 
•ever been averse to toleration, and inveterately opposed to the inters 
•est and freetlom of the places dT woi-ship which they serve ; and that 
Great Britain, from whom they are, for the present, separated, must, 
Iwth from the principles of her constitution and of protestantism, be 
at all times the best guardian c^rehgious liberty, and most disposed 
"to promote and extend it. 

To all those who can esthnate the blessings of peace and its influ- 
ence over agriculture, arts, and commerce, who can feel a due anx- 
iety for the education and establishment of tlieir children, or who 
can place a just vaJue on domestic security, we tliink it sufficient tu 
observe, that they are made by their leaders to continue involved in 
all the calamities of war, without having eitlier a just object to pursue, 
or a subsisting grievance which may not instantly be redressed. 

Bat if there are any persons who, ^vested of mistaken resent- 
iHents, and uninfluenced by scilfish interests, really think that it is for 
the benefit of the colonies to separate themselves from Great Britain, 
and that so separated they will find a constitution more mild, more 
foe, and better calculated for their prosperity than that which they 
honetofore enjoyed, and which we are disposed and empowered to 
tenewtind improve ; with such persons we Avill not dispute a ix)si- 
tion which seems to be sufficiently contradicted by the experience 
they have had. But we think it right to leave them fulfy aware of 
the change, which the maintainhig of sur^h a position must make in 
the whole nature and future conduct of this war, more especially 
when to this position is added the pretended alliance with the court 
of France. " The pohcy as well as t he benevolence of Great Britaii i 
has thus far checked the extremes of war when they tended to dis- 
tress a people still considered as our fellow-subjects, and to desolate 
a country shortly to become again aisource of mutual advantage; 
Imt when, that country professes the unnatural design not only of 
estranging herself from us, but of mortgaging herself and her resourced 
to our enemies, the whole contest is changed ; and the question is. 
how far Great Britain may, by every means in her power, destroy or 
render useless a connection contrived for her ruin and for the aggran- 
dizement of France. Under such circumstanc(^s the laws of self- 
preservation must direct the conduct of Great Britain, and if the 
Britiidi colonies are to become an accession to France, will direct 
her to render that accession of as little avail as possible to her 

enemy." 

If. however, there are any who think that notwithstanding these 
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reasonings, the independence of the cdomes will, in the result ba 
acknowle^ed by Great Britain, to them we answer, without 
reserve, that we neither possess nor expect powers for that purpose ; 
and that if Great Britain could ever have sunk so low as to adopt 
such a measure, we should not have thought ourselves coB[q)ellabie 
to be the instruments in making a concession which would, in our 
opinion, be calamitous to the colonies, for whom it was made, and 
disgraceful, as well as calamitous to the country from which it is 
rp(|uired. And we think proper to declare, that in this spirit and 
sentiment we have regularly written firom the continent to Great 
Britain. 

It will now become the colonies in general to call to mind their 
own solemn appeals to heaven in the beginning of this contest, that 
they took arms only for the redress of grievances, and that it would 
be thei)* wish, as well as their interest, to remain for ever connected 
with Great Britain. We again ask them, whether all their griev- 
ances, real or supposed, have not been amply and fiiUy redressed ; 
and we insist that the offers we have made have nothing to be wished 
hi point either of immediate libertv or peimanent security ; if those 
offers are now rejected, we withdraw from the exercise of a com- 
mission with which we have in vain been honoured ; the same liber- 
ality will no longer be due from Great Britain, nor can it either in 
justice or policy be expected from her. 

In fine, and for the fuller manifestation as well of the dispositbn 
we bear, as of the gracious and generous purposes of the conunission 
under which we act, we hereby declare, that whereas his majesty, 
in pursuance of an act, made and passed in the last session of par- 
liament, entitled, '^ An act to enable his majesty to appoint conunis- 
sioners with sufficient power to treat, consult, and agree upon the 
means of quieting the disorders now subsisting in certain of the 
colonies, plantations, and provinces in North America," having been 
pleased to authorize and empower us to grant a pardon or pardons 
to any number or description of persons within the colonies, danta- 
tions and provinces of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Khode- 
Island, Connecticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the 
three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina. South Carolina, and Georgia. And whereas the good 
effects of the said authorities and powers toward the people at large, 
would have long since taken place if a due use had been made of our 
first communications and overtures ; and have thus far been frustrated 
only by the precipitate resolution of the members of the congress 
no* to treat with us, and by their declining to consult with their 
constituents, we now, in making our appeal to those^ constituents, 
and to the free inhabitants of this continent in general, have deter- 
mined to give them what in our opinion shoulcf have been the first 
object of those who appeared to have taken the management of 
their interests, and adopt this mode of carrying the said aurthorities, 
and powers into execution. We accordingly hereby grant and 
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proclaim a pardon or pardons of all, and all manner of treasons or 
misprisions of treasons, by any person or persons within the said 
colonies, plantations or provinces, counselled, commanded, acted, 
or done, on or before the date of this manifesto and proclamation. 

And we further declare and proclaim, that if any person or per- 
sons, or any number or description of persons withm the said colo- 
nies, plantations or provinces, now actually serving either in a 
military or civil capacity in this rebellion, shall, at any time during 
the continuance of this manifesto and proclamation, withdraw him- 
self or themselves from such civil or military service, and shall con- 
tinue thenceforth peaceably, as a good and faithful subject or subjects 
to his Majesty, to demean himself or themselves, such person or 
persons, or such number and description of persons, shall become, 
and be fully entitled to, and hereby attain, all the l)enefit of the 
pardon or pardons hereby granted, excepting only from the said 
pardon or pardons, every person and every number or description of 
persons, who, after the date of this manifesto and proclamation, 
shall, under the pretext of authority, as judges, jurymen, ministers, 
or officers of civil justice, be instrumental in executing and putting 
to death any of ms Majesty's subjects within the ^lid colonies, 
plantations and provinces. 

And we think proper further to declare, that nothing herein con- 
tained is meant, or shall be construed, to set at liberty any person or 
persons now being prisoner or prisoners, or who diuing the continu- 
ance of this rebellion shall become a prisoner or prisoners. 

And we offer to the colonies at large, or separately, a general 
peace, with the revival of their ancient government, secured against 
any future infringements, and protected forever from taxation by 
Great Britain. And with respect to such further Iregulations, 
whether civil, military, or commercial, as they may wish to be framed 
and established, we promise all the concurrence and assistance that 
his majesty's commission authorizes and enables us to give. 

And we further declare that this manifesto and proclamation 
shall continue to be in force roBTv days from the date hereof; that 
is to say, from the third day of October, to the eleventh day of 
November, both inclusive. 

And in order that the whole contents of this manifesto and pro- 
clamation may be more fully known, we shall direct copies thereof, 
both in the Ejiglish and German language, to be transmitted by 
flagff of truce to the congress, the general assemblies or conventions 
of the colonies, plantations and provinces, and to several persons 
both in civil and military capacities within the said colonies, planta- 
tions and provinces, And for the further security in times to come 
rf the several persons, or numbers or descriptions of persons, who 
are or may be the objects of this manifesto and proclamation, we 
have set our hands and seals to thirteen copies thereof, and have 
transmitted the same to the thirteen colonies, plantations and pro- 
yiiices abovementioned, and we are willing to hope that the whole 
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of this maniFcsto and proclamation will be fairly and freely publisheolf 
and circulated for the immediate, general, and most serious consid- 
eration and benefit of all his majesty's subjects on this continent. 
And we earnestly exhort all persons who by this instrument fortb^ 
with receive the benefit of the kind's pardon, at the same time that 
they entertain a becoming sense of those lenient and affectionate 
measiu^s whereby they are now freed from many grievous charges 
which might have risen in judgment, or been brought in question 
against them, to make a wise improvement of the situation in which 
this manifesto and proclamation places them, and not only to recol- 
lect that a perseverance in the present rebellion, or any adherence 
to the treasonable connection attempted to be framed with a foreign 
power, will, after the present grace extended, be considered as crimes 
of the most aggravated kind ; but to vie with each other in eager and 
cordial endeavoui-s to secure their own peace, and promote and es- 
tablish the prosperity of their countrymen, and the general weal of 
the empire. 

And pursuant to his majesty's commission, we hereby require all 

officers civil and military, and all others his majesty's loving subgectfi 

whatsoever, to be aiding and assisting us in the execution erf this our 

jnanifesto and proclamation, and of all the matters herein contained 

Given at New- York, this tliird day of October, 1778. 

Carlisle, (i^ s.) 
H. Clinton, (l. s.) 
Wm. Eden, (l. sJ 
JBy his Ecelknctps command, 

Adam Fer»u8on, SeoretaryJ^ 



By the Congress of tJie United States of America* 

MANIFESTO- 

''- These Unitexl States having been driven to hostilities by the ^- 
prcssive and tyrannous measures of Great Britain ; having been 
uomp'jlled to commit the essential rights of man to the decision of 
arms ; and having been at length forced to shake off a yoke whicli 
had grown too burthensome to bear, they declared themselves firec 
and independent. 

Conficting in the justice of their cause ; confiding in Him who dis- 
poses of human events, although weak and unprovided, they set the 
power of their enemies at defiance. 

In this confidence they have continued, through the various for- 
tune of three bloody campaigns, unawed by the powers, unsubdued 
by the barbarity of their foes. Their virtuous citizens jfiave borne, 
without repining, the loss of many things which made life desirable. 
Their brave troops have patiently endured the hardships and dan- 
gei's of a situation, fi-uitful in both beyond example. 

The Congress considering themselves bound to love their ene- 
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Hies, es chiJdren of that Being who is equally the Father of all, and 
desirous, since they could not prevent, at least to alleviate the ca- 
lajDoiti^ of war, nave studiea to spare those who were in anns 
against them, and to lighten the chains of captivity. 

The conduct of those serving under the King of Great Britain 
hath, with some few exceptions, been diametrically opposite. They 
l»ve laid waste the open countiy, burned the deienceless villages^ 
and butchered the citizens of America. Their prisons have been 
the slaughter-houses of her soldiers ; their ships of her seamen ; and 
the severest injuries, have been aggravated by the gix)ss(»st insults. 

Foiled in their vain attempt to subjugate tiie unconquerable spirit 
ot freedom, they have meanly assailed the Representatives of Amer- 
ica with bribes, with deceit, and the ser\'ihty of adulation. They 
have made a mock of humanity, by the wanton destruction of men ;; 
they have made a mock of religion, by impious appeals to God^ 
whilst in the violation of his sacred commands ; they have made a 
mock even of reason itself, by endeavouring to prove, that the liberty 
and happiness of America could safely be entrusted to those who 
have sola their own^ unawed by the sense of virtue, or of shame. 

Treated with the contempt which such conduct dcscr\ed, they 
have applied to individuals ; they have solicited them to break the 
bonds, of allegiance, and imbrue their souls with the blackest oT 
crimes ; but fearing that none could be found through these United-. 
States, equal to the wickedness of their puqx>se, to influence weak 
minds, they have threatened moi*e wide devastation. 

While tne shadow of hope remained^ that our enemies could be 
taught by our example to respect those laws which are held sacredi* 
among civilized nations, and to comply with the dictates of a reli- 
gion wliich they pretend in common with us to believe and revere,. 
oiey have been left to the influence of that rehgion, and that exam- 
ple. But since their incorrigible dispositions cannot Ix; touched by- 
kindness and compassion, it becomes our duty by other means to- 
vindicate the rights of humanity. 

We, therefore, the Congress of the United States of America^ 
DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE AND PROCLAIM, That if our ciiemies presume* 
to execute their, threats, or persist in their present career of barbari* 
ty, we will take such exemplaiy vengeance as shall deter others 
fSrmi a like conduct.. We appeal to that God who searcheth the 
hearts of men, for the rectitude of our intentions. And in his holy 
presence we declare, That as we are not moved by any light and 
nasty suggestions of anger or revenge, so through every possible 
uhange of fortune, we will adhere to this our determinalioii. 

Done in O.mgress, by unanimous consent, the thirtieth day of Oc* 
fx>bcr,one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight. 

AtfcHt. CHAli LES TIIOMPSON. Scc.'^' 
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PROTEST OF THE LORDS. 

" Die Lunula Dec. 7, 1778. 

Moved — Tliat aii humble address be presented to his Majesty, to 
express to his Majesty the displeasure of this house at a certain 
manifesto and proclamation, dated the third day of October, 1778, 
and published hi America under the hands and seals of the Earl of 
Carlisle, Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of Bath, and William Eden, 
Esq. commissioners for restoring peace to the colonies, and cx)unter- 
signed by Adam Fer^son, Esq. Secretary to the commission ; the 
said manifesto containmg a declaration of the following tenour : 

* if there be any persons, who, divested of mistaken resentments, 
and uninfluenced by selfish interests, really think it is for the benefit 
of the colonies to separate themselves from Great Britain, and that 
so separated they will find a constitution more mild, more free, and 
better calculated for their prosperity, than that which they heretofore 
enjoyed, and which we are empowered and disposed to renew and 
improve ; with such persons we will not dispute a position which 
seems to be sufficiently contradicted by the experience they have 
had. But we think it right to leave them fully aware of the change 
which the maintaining such a position must make in the whole nature 
and future conduct of this war, more especially when to this position 
is added the pretended alliance with the court of France. The 
poHcy, as well as the benevolence of Great Britain, have thus far 
checked the extremes of war, when they tended to distress a people, 
still considered as our fellow-subjects, and to desolate a country, 
shortly to become again a source of mutual advantage ; but, when 
that countiy professes the unnatural design, not only of estranging 
herself fix)m us, but of mort^ging herself^ and her resources, to our 
enemies, the whole contest is changed, and the question is, how far 
Great Britain may, by every means in her power, destroy or render 
useless a connection contrived for her ruin, and for the a^randize- 
ment of France. Under such circumstances, the laws oi self pre- 
servation must direct the conduct of Great Britain ; and, if the 
British colonies are to become an accession to France, will direct 
her to render that accessbn of as little avail as possible to her en- 
emies.' 

To accfuaint his Majesty with the sense of this house, that thp said 
Commissioners had no authority whatsoever, under the act of parUa-^ 
ment, in virtue of which they were appointed by his Majesty, to 
make the said declaration, or to make any declaration to the same, 
er to the like purport ; nor can this house be easily brought to believe 
that the said commissioners derived any such authority from his 
Majesty's instructions. 

Humbly to beseech his Majesty, that so much of the said manifes- 
to, as contains the said declaration, be foillnvith publicly disavowexi 
by his Majesty, as containing matter inconsistent with the humanity 
tod generous courage which at all times have distinguished the Brit- 
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ish flation, subvei-sive of the maxims which have been established 
amonjj: Chnstian and civilized communities, derogatory to the digni- 
ty of the crown ol this realm, tending to debase the spirit and 
•siilivert the discipline of his Majesty's armies, and to expose liis 
Majesty's innocent subjects, in all parts of his dominions, to cruel 
and luinous letahations. 

Whirh being objected to, after long debate, the question was put 
thereon — 

It was resolved in the negative. 

Contents, . . 3^} r.^ 
Proxies, . . 3 5 ' 

Non-contents, . *^ ^ 71 
Proxies, . . 165^^ 

Dissentient — 1st. liecause the public law of nations, in afifirmancQ 
of the dictates of nature and the precepts of revealed religion, forbids 
us to resort to tlio extremes of war upon oin* own opinion of their 
expediency, or in any case to carry on war for the purpose of desola- 
tion. We know tliat the rights of war are odious, and, instead of 
being extended upon loose constructions and speculations of danger, 
ought to be bound up and limited by all the restraints of the most 
rigorous construction. We are shocked to see the first law of nature, 
self-preservation, pei-verted and abused into a principle destructive of 
all other laws ; and a rule laid down, by wliich our own safety is 
rendered incompatible with the prosperity of mankind. Those ob- 
iects of war, which cannot be compassed by fair and honourable 
hostility, ought not to be compassed at all. An end that has no 
means, but such as are unlawful, is an unlawful end. The mani- 
festo expressly founds the change it announces from a qualified and 
mitigated war, to a war of extremity and desolation, on the certainty 
that the provinces must be independent, and must become an acces- 
sion to the strength of an enemy. In the midst of the calamities, by 
which our loss of empire has been preceded and accompanied ; in 
the midst of our apprehensions for the farther calamities vhich im- 
pend over us, it is a matter of fresh grief and accumulated shame to 
see, from a commission under the great seal of this kingdom, a de- 
claration for desolating a vast continent, solely because we had not 
the wisdom to retain, or the |DOwer to subdue it. 

2d. Because the avowal of a deliberate purpose of violating the 
law of nations must give an alarm to every state in Europe. All 
commonwealths have a concern in that law, and are its natural 
avengere. At this time, surrounded by enemies and destitute of all 
allies, it is not necessary to sliarpen and embitter the hostility of de- 
clared foes, or to provoke the enihity of neutral states. V\ e trust, 
that by the natural strength of this kingdom, we are secured from a 
foreign conquest, but no nation is secured irom the invasion and in- 
cursions of enemies. And it seems to us the height of frenzy, as 
well as wickedness, to expose this country to cruel depredations, and 
other outrages too shocking to mention, (but which are all contahi- 

39 
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•d in the idea of extremes of war and desolatim) by establisiiiii| m- 
&lse, shameful, and pernicious maxim, that when we have no in- 
terest to preserve, we are called upon by necessity to destroy. This 
kingdom has long enjoyed a profound internal peace, and has flour- 
ished atove all others m the aits and enjoyments of that happy stat«. 
Ithasbeentheadmiration of the world for its cultivation and its 
plenty ; for the comforts of the poor, the splendour of the rich, and 
the content and prosperity of all. This situation of safety may be 
attributed to the greatness of our power. It is more becoming, and 
more true, that we ought to attribute that safety, and the power 
which procured it, to the ancient justice, honour, humanity, and 

fenerosity of this kingdom, which brought down the blessing of 
^rovidence on a people who made their prosperity a benefit to the 
world, and interested all nations in their lortuna, whose example of 
mildness and benignity at once humanized others, and rendered, 
itself inviolable* In departing from those solid principles, and 
vainly trusting to the fragility of human force, and to the efficacy of 
arms, render^ impotent by their perveraon, we lajr down principles^, 
and furnish examples of die most atrocious barbarity. We are to^ 
dread that all our power, peace, and opulence, should vanish like a 
dream, and that the cruelties which we think safe to exercise, be- 
cause their immediate object is remote, may be brought to the eoasts, 
perhaps to the bosom of this kingdom. 

3d. Because, if the explanation given in the debate be expressive* 
•f the true sense of the article in the manifesto, such explanation 
ought to be made, and by as high authority as tliat under which the 
exceptionable article was originally published. The natural and 
obvious sense indicates, that the extremes of war had hitherto been 
ehecked ; that his Majesty's generals had hitherto forborne (upon 
principles of benignity and policy) to desolate the coujjtry ; but that 
the wnole nature, and future conduct of the war, must be chan^df. 
in order to render the American accession of as little avail to 
France as possible. This, in our apprehensions, conveys a menace 
of carrying the wai* to extremes, and to desolation, or it means no- 
thing. And, as some speeches in the House (however palliated) 
and as some acts of singular cruelty, and perfectly conformable to 
the apparent ideas in the manifesto, have lately been exercised, it 
becomes the more necessary, for the honour and safety of this na- 
tion, that this explanation should be made. As it is refused, we 
have only to clear ourselves to our consciences, to our country, to- 
our neighbours, and to every individual who may suifer in conse- 

Sience of this atrodous menace, of all part in the guilt, or in the evils 
at may become its punishment. Ana we choose to draw ourselves 
out, and to distinguish oui-selves to posterity, as not being the first to 
renew, to approve, or to tolerate the return of that ferocity and bar- 
l^rism in war, which a beneficent religion; enlightened manners. 
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and true military honour, had for a long time banisiied from t})€ 
^hiiitian world. 
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Elafly in the spring. Count de Estaing, with a fleet of 15 sail of 
the line, was sent by the court of France to assist America. 

Greneral Howe left tlie army, and returned to England 5 the com- 
mand then devolved upon Sir Heni-y CUnton. 
. Ill June the British anny left Philadelphia^, jind marched for 
.New- York. On their march they were aiinoycJiby tlie Americans ; 
and at Monmouth a very regular action took place, between pail 
of the armies ; the enemy were repulsed with great loss. General 
JLee, for his misconduct that day, was suspended, and was nevei 
afterwards permitted to join the anny. 

"Washington, as soon as he became sensible of the enemv's inten- 
tention of aoandoning Philadelphia, called a council of o^icers, to 
itXHisider the expediency of inviting a general engagement, whicli as 
he could bring near eleven thousand men into the field, he thought 
adviaeable. But his officers determined others ise, and Waslungton 
for a few days yielded to their advice. He however, in the mean 
time, Bent Morgan, with 600 men, to reinforce General Maxwell's 
Brigade, with orders to obstruct the progress of the eiunny as much 
as possible through the Jersies : while he himself with the main 
army iiM)ved towards CoiTyell's ferry, that he might be ready to 
seize any advantageous opportunity that might offer for a geneiaJ 
attack. The progress of Clinton, encumbered as he was with an 
enonnous quantity of heavy baggage, was necessarily slow — for in 
addition to the usual baggage and provision for such an anny, he 
had provided against the possibility of suffering in case of unexpected 
delays in his march, by a store of provisions sufficient to have lasted 
him for a month ; so that his baggage waggons, horses, and carts, 
resembled the suite of an army of a hundred thousand men, and co- 
rered almost as great an extent of ground. Upon reaching Msunt 
Holly, Clinton, contrary to the expectations of Washmgton, took 
the road towards Sandy Hook, instead of keeping the left towards 
the Rariton, and thus induced Washingtori to suppose that his ob- 
ject was to draw him into an engagement in the fiat country, and 
then bya rapid chanjge of motion to pursue the route to Brunswick. 
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But Clinton was neither anxious to seek nor to avoid an angage-^ 
ment ; he had chosen that route, most probably because he thought 
it possible that General Gates might form a junction with Washing- 
ton at the Raritx)n, and thus cut off his retreat. Whatever might 
have been his obiect, Washington was for a time deceived by itj 
but the moment that he discovered that Clinton nieant to pursue his 
course to the sea-coast, he determined not to let him escape without 
battle. 

With this view, he despatched a body of troops under the Marquis 
de la Fayette, with orders to approach and harass the enemy's rear, 
while he moved on with the main army to his support. Clinton, 
supposhig from this measure that Washington's object was simply to 
cut off his baggage, placed his whole train of incumbrances in the 
front, under the orders and protection of General Knyphausen, and 
remained himself v^th tiic main body of his ainmy, to check the at- 
tempts of the Marquis de la Fayette. This made it necessary for 
Wasl)ington to send a larger force to the aid of the Marquis, and 
two bngades being ordered to johi him, the whole force was placed 
under the command of Major General Lee. CHnton, wilh his whole 
army, lay at Monmouth, a few miles from the heights of Middle- 
town; it was important therefore that the attack should be made 
before he could reach so advantageous a position. At day light on the 
morning of the 28th, General Knyphausen moved on from Mon- 
mouth with the baggage, while Sir Henry with the elite of the army, 
maintained his position until eight o'clock. Upon receiving intel- 
ligence of this movement, Wasbngton sent orders to Lee at English- 
town, seven miles from Monmouth, to march on to the attack of tlie 
British rear ; unless there should appear " very powerful reasons^^ to 
deter him — giving him information, at the same time, that he was 
approaching to his support. 

Lee lost no time in fjutting his troops into motion, and by the time 
ke had advanced within a few miles of Monmouth, he discovert 
that Clinton was also in motion, and advancing to meet him. Gen- 
eral Grayson, with the two brigades of Scott and Vamum led the 
van of Lee's division, and were soon joined by the Man^uis de la 
Fayette. The whole party seemed to be at a loss to understand the 
jBftoyements of the enemy, and continued to pass and repass the 
ravines which every where intersect this part of the countjy. In 
this state of indecision, Cornwallis. who led the van of tlicenemvy 
made a furious charge with his dragoons, upon the Marquis de la 
Fayette, and drove him back in some confusion. Lee, in the mean 
time, under supposition that Cornwallis was detached from the main 
anny, made a leint of retreating, that he might draw the General 
after him ; but one of his officers, General Scott, who had under him 
the greater part of Lee's forces, misunderstood the orders, and actu- 
ally retreated. This obliged Lee to follow until he could overtake 
him, the ai*my hanging upon his i-ear — in this situation, he was met 
by WayliingtoB, who, vexed at a supposed disobedience of his orders, 
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accosted him with rather more vehemence than the hot temper of 
Lee could brook — he refused to explain his conduct, and a warm 
altercation ensued. 

Washington now himself at the head of the army, moved on to 
battle, and a general action was soon brouglit on, which lasted 
through the whole of one of the hottest da>s of the summer. 

Liee who had been oideied again to lead the van, met the whole 
shock of the British advance, which he sustained \vith his usual 
gallantry, until so closely pressed by the Biitish hoi-se, that his 
troops gave way, and he was again compelled to retreat; which he 
did with the most perfect order and cooIjk'ss. Before the retreat of 
Lee, Geneml (xreene moved up wuh his division, and in conjunction 
with General Wajne, took such a position that the British gave 
way, and retired behind a defile ; where before any disposition could 
be made to attack them, night came on, and both armies drew off 
from the contest. 

No advantage was gained to either party by this hard-fought bat- 
tle; nor was the loss very great on either side. The British left on 
the field two hundred andjorty-mve^ who were afterwards buried by 
•ur men, Resides those that were buried by their own men dui*ing 
the night — ?iX\Aforty'four wounded. Among their killed was Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Monckton, an officer of considerable distinction. 

The Americans lost 69 killed, and 160 woundexh Among the 
killed, were Lieutenant Colonel Bonner, and Major Dickman. 
Many of the soldiers of both aiinies fell dead upon the field, from 
excess of fatigue and heat. 

Wasliington laj^ upon 1ms aims all night, expecting to renew" the 
attack in the morning; but Sir lleniy Clinton disappoh)ted him by 
moving oft'at midniglit with his whole army; and as Washington, 
though he might very justly claim the victory, was not in a situation 
to pursue him over th(> deep sands of Jersey, he continued his route 
without further molestation to New- York. Washington after re- 
fri^shing his wearied trcons, and providing as far as possible forth© 
comfort of the wounded, moved on at his leisure towards the 
Hudson."* 

Greneral Lee's conduct, at several times before this, had been very 
suspiric'us. In December, 1776, he lay at Chatham, about eleven 
miles from Elizabeth Town, with a brigade of troops, when a a:ieat 
quantity of baggage was Stored af Elizabeth Town, luider a guard 
of only tive hundred Hessians. General Lee was apprised of this, 
and might have surprised \hv. guard and taken the baggage. But he 
neglected the opportunity, and, after several marches and counter- 
marches between Troy, Chatham and Morris Town, he took up his 
quarters at or near White's lavern, where he was surprised and taken 
prisonei by a party of the British horse. He was heard to say, repeat- 
edly, that General Washington would ruin a fine army- It was 
suspected that he had designs to supplant the general, ana his friends 

attemjited to place him at the head of the army. General Wash- 

— - - ... I — 

♦ Alleirs Revolution, vol. ii. p. 280-4. 
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ington's prudent delays and cautious movements afforded Geaeni 
Lee's friends many opportunities to spread reports unfavourable to 
his character. It was insinuated, with some success, that Gen^ 
Washington wanted courage and abilities. Reports of this kind, st 
one time, rendered GeneralLee very popular, and it is supposed 1» 
wished to frustrate Greneral Washington's plans, in order to increase 
the suspicions already i3ntertained of his generalship, and turn the 

Eublic clamour in his own favour. His conduct at Monmouth wa% 
y some, supposed to have proceeded from such a design ; fi>r he 
<;ofmmanded the flower of the American army, and wasnotdettituta 
of courage. 

In August, General Sullivan, with a large body of kxx>p8, landed 
on Rhode- Island, and successfully fought the enemy ; but not beiog 
supported by the French fleet, as was expected, he was obliged t9 
leave the island. 

" The militia, thus deserted by their allies, on whose co-operatiQi 
>much dependance had been placed, Went home in great numben; 
and General Sullivan soon found it expedient to raise the Aeg^ 
Having, on the twenty-sixth, sent off his heavy artillery and hag- 
gage, he on the night of the twenty-eighth retreated from his linesi 
Very early the next morning, the enemy, discovering his retreat^ 
followed in two columns ; and the whole day was spent in skirmishei 
between them and covering parties of the Americans, which suc- 
cessively fell back on the mam body of the army. This was not 
-encamped in a commanding situation at the north end of the islaikl 
and, on the approach of the enemy, it drew up in order of battlei 
The British foimed on Quaker Hill, about a mile in front ci the 
American line. SuUivan's rear was covered by strong works, and 
in his front, somewhat to the right, w^as a redoubt. A cannonade 
and skirmishes having mutually been kept up until about two o'clocki 
the enemy, then advancing in force, attempted to turn the riffht flank, 
and made demonstrations of an intention to dislodge General Greenei 
-who commanded the right wing, from the redoubt in its front. F«ff 
regular regiments were moved forward to meet them, and General 
Xjrreene advanced with two odier regiments of continejital troofXi 
and LovelPs brigade of militia. Colonel Livingstones regimeilt 
Avas ordered to re-enforce the right. Afler a very sharp and obsti- 
nate engagement of half an hour, the enemy gave way, and retreated 
^o Quaker Hill. The loss of the Americans, in killed, wounded, 
^nd missing, was two hundred and eleven. The loss of the enemy 
is stated to have been two hundred and sixty.* 

The day after the action, a cannonade was kept up by both ar- 
mies* A letter was now received by General Sullivan from Geneial 

* Nearlj 1200 Americans were eog^aged in the action ; and they are said to btn 
-shown ereat firmnefi. Particular praise was bestowed on Col. Henry B. Livingstoo, 
and John Lawrence (aid-decamp to General Washio^on), who had the command of 
light troops, and led them on against the two columns of the advancing enemy. Mr. 
tiaTvrcnce (wbp, for his good condoct on this occasion, recmved from congress axon- 
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li^MhingtoB, givinff him information, that a large body of troops hach 
niled fit)m New- York, most probably for the relief of Newport ; and 
t resolution was immediately formed to evacuate the island. This 
Bovement was effected with great judgment, and entire success. 
Genera] Sullivan, while making eveiy show of an intention to resist 
the enemy and maintain his ground, passed his army over, by the 
way of Efristol and Rowland ferries, on the nidit of the thirtieth, to 
the continent. It was a remakable escape. The delay of a single 
day would probably have been fatal to the Americans ; for Sir Henry 
Clinton, who had been delayed by adverse winds, arrived with a 
re-enforcement of four thousand men the very next day, when a 
retreat, it is presumed, would have been impracticable.^'^ 

" The American war, and many of its consequences, so late as 
1778," says the Annual Register, " were now scarcely objects of 
curiosity, much less of surprize ; and being in the habit of deriving 
DO benefit from our colonies, and of considering them only in a state 
of enmity and hostility, it seemed as if their total loss would be no 
Ibnger a matter of much wonder or concern ; but that rather, on the 
contrary, that event would be felt as a cessation from war, expense 
and trouble usually is felt, in other cases. 

The loss and ruin, brought upon numbers of individuals, by this 
fatal quarrel between the mother country and her colonies, was little^ 
thought of, excepting by the suflTerers, and had, as yet, produced no 
^parent change in the face of {jublic affairs. For although our for- 
eiOT commerce was by this time considerably embarrassed, and 
k)adexl with extraordinary charges ; although it was already reduced^ 
in some of its parts, and m others, such as the African bi*anch, near- 
ly annihilated ; it had not yet received those strokes, or at le^ast they 
were not so sensibly felt, which have since shaken the mercantile^ 
interest of this country to a degree which it had not ofiten before expe- 
rienced. 

Indeed that commerce, which had so long equally excited the envy 
of other nations, and the admiration of mankind, was so immense iir 
extent, and involved such a multitude of great and material obiect?: 
in its embrace, that it was not to be shaken by any usual convutsioa 
of nature, nor to be endangered by any common accident of fortune^ 
It accordingly bore many severe shocks, and sustained losses of a 
prodi^ous magnitude, before they were capable of appearently* 
aflecting its general system. 

We have wrnierly shown that the American war, from its peculiar 
nature, and the greatness of the expense, with which it was con- 
ducted and supplied, had produced a new species of commerce,. 
which, however ruinous in its ultimate effects, had, for the present, a 

tinental commission of liputeo&nt colonel) was declared by General Greene to hav* 
displayed, in an eminent decree, the talents of a partizan and a i^pneral. Colonel Jack- 
Liieateaant-Colonel Livinjsrston, liieutenant-Colonel Flcurj, acd M.-yor Talbot.. 
•Iio pftrtirularly mentioned. 
-*- Holmei* Anerioan AmMih, to], il p. 403-5. 
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flattering appearance. For this substitute, including ali the traitkr 
appertaining to, or conseciuent of, the war, as well as the commercial 
speculations which arose by licensed exception or evasion of the 
seveiul restraining acts of parliament, afTorded employment, like a 
great and legitimate commerce, to an infibite number of persons, and 
Quantity of shipping, yielding at least equal benefits to the gn^s of 
tnose who were concerned ; and far greater emoluments, devoid of 
risque, or even of the employment of much capital, to the principals, 
than the profits of any real or open trade could possibly admit. 

Thus, however frail its establishment, and necessarily short its 
duration, a new, powerful, and numerous connection was formed, 
totally distinct fi-om the great, ancient, mercantile interest; and 
thus, although our Gazettes teemed with bankruptcies, generally 
doubling and trebling in number, what ever had l)een usually known, 
in the same time, in this countiy, yet the gainers, or the candidates 
for gain in the new adventures, were so numerous, and presented 
such an appearance of ease, affluence, and content, that the plain- 
tive but feeble voice of the unfortunate, was little attended to ; and 
the cheerfiilness wliich the splendour and happiness of the former 
spread all around, prevented any gloomy reflections from arising in 
the minds of those who had as yet no sensible feeling of the public 
calamity. 

It is true, that the coasts of Great Britain and Ireland were insult- 
ed by American privateers, in a manner which our hardiest enemies 
had never ventured in our most arduous contentions with foreigners. 
Thus were the inmost and most doiiiestic recesses of our trade 
rendered insecure ; and a convoy for the protection of the linen ^hips 
from Dublin and Newry, was now for the first time seen.* The 

*Tbe writer here alludes to the singular exploits of the celebrated Paul Jon£S, wbe^ 
ranks high among the early heroes oi' the revolution. 

Paul Jones was a natiye of Scotland, bred to the sea. His true name was John Paul. 
Disgusted with some treatment which he received in his own country, he changed hia 
name, as above, and embarked for the United States, in the early part of the revolu- 
tion, and entered with zeal Into the war. Under his assumed name he received a 
lieutenant's commission, and proceeded under Commodore Hopkins on the expedition, 
to New Providence, from which he returned successful ; and afterward was promoted 
to the command of the Ranger, a ship of war of IB guns, and sailed from Portsmouth, 
New-Hampshire, early in the year 1778, for the British coast. In April of that yeai^ 
towards the close of the month, he landed witii about thirty men at Whitehaven, in 
Cumberlandshire, and succeeded in firius: one of the ships in the harbor, which the 
inhabitants extinguished before the flames had communicated to the rigging Having 
effected this, he caused a descent on the coast of ti^cotland to be made by a party 
commanded by his first lieutenant, for the object as he avowed, in a letter to the Coun- 
tess of Selkirk, of making the Earl a prisoner, and carrying him to France. The 
Earl being absent, attending Parliament, of which he was a member, frustrated the 
intentions of Jones. The party, nevertheless, carried off the family plate, and many 
other valuiible articles, and made good their retreat to the vessel. For this act, Jones 
has been highly censured ; but probai)ly without just cause. The vessel being a priva- 
teer, the fruits of ail enter prize against the enemy were not under his control. J«oes 
tailed for France, and landed his plunder at Brest. The property, upon representation 
to Dr. Franklin, the Amencan Minister, was re- shipped on board a cartel, and return- 
ed to its •riginal owner. He again put to sea with the Aanger, and appeared cruisios 



OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 31 S 

Thames also presented the unusual and melancholy spectacle, of 
numbers of foreign ships, j)articularly French, taking in cargoes of 
English commodities from various p^jirts of Europe, the property of 

fiff the Irish ooapt. Upon lt;arninLS that a Hritish kind's ves?el, called the Drake, 
iBOuuUng twenty- -two guns, was in tho harbour of Waterford, Jones sent ttie captain 
of thiit sni^) a <*iii»Ih:ngc for combat, mentioning:, at the same time, his force of mea 
■uid niet»»]. i'he < :ialluri;,sj wa^ a(?t( pt^-d — the complement of the Drake wus imme- 
<liately made up of volunlrnrs — sU^^ put to s«a — the ships met, fought, and Jonf;s con- 
quered, after an Ijour and a quarter's combat. The gun? of the Kng:lish ship, which was 
of superior force in men and metal, were said to have be«*n badly worked, while those 
of the llauger gave [lonf of the superior ssUill of the American commander, officers and 
maw. In the contest, the Lvitish logt one. hundred and five kilkd, and seventy two 
wounded -Jones' log* was about twelve killed, ond nine woundt d. 

Of the numerous oliur exploits of this sing^ulur man, we m<uition only one. — When 
cruising off Flamborcjugh IJead, about two leagu»'S from the shore, on the 2-2d Sep- 
tembci-, at 2 oMock, P. M., he descried the lialtic i}in\, t/ir whii^h he had been so long 
on the look-out, under convoy. The fleet was coiivoytd by ;ji frigate and a sloop of 
war. Preparations were imm'^dialely made f.^r action. 

When the hostile ships had suilieieutly ncared, thiir respective captains hailed each 
olher, and commcnctd the scene of Cctrnage, iit moon rise, about a q.uarter l)cfore eight, 
at pistol shot disiaijfc. The English ship gave the first fire from her upper ami 
quarter deck, which Jonrs returned with fdaerity. 'I'hree of his lower d» ck guns on the 
starboard side, i^urst in the gun room, an«l killed the men stationed at them, in <,onser 
4;:jence of wliich, orders were given not to I'uc the other three eighteen pounders mount- 
<-don that deck, lest a similar misfortune should oceur. This prevented him from the 
advantage he expected to have -lerived from them in the then existing calm. Having 
to contend aloue with both the enemy's ships, and the Bonne Homme Richard having 
received several shot, between wind and water, he grappled with the larger vessel, to 
render her force useless, and to prevent firing from Uie smaller one. In effecting this 
object, the superior manoeuvring of tlie larger ship embarrassed him greatly. He suc- 
ceeded, however, in laying his ship athwart the hawse of his opponent's. His mizzen 
shrouds struck thejib*boom of the enemy, and hung for some tune ; but they soon gave 
way, when both fell along side of each other, head to stern. The fluke of the enemy's 
spare anchor, hioked the Bonne Homme Richard's quarter, both ships being so closely 
grappled, fore and aft, that the muzzles of their respective guns touched each other's 
sides. The captain of the enemy's smaller ship judiciously ceased firing, as soon as 
Jones had effected his desijju, lest he should assist to injure his consort, in this situa* 
tion, the crews of both ships continued the cniragcment most dcspc'rately fc»r several 
hour?. Many of the. ijuns of the American ships were rendered useless, while those of 
the English r<m}iiriL'd manngeublu. Some time after, a brave iellow, posted in the 
Bonne lloininc Richard's main top, succt^eded in silencing a number of the enemy's 
guns. Thi3 man, with a Ightetl malch and a basket filled with hand grenades, advanced 
along th«' main yard imhl he was over the enemy's deck. Being enabled to distin- 
guish objects by the light of ti)e m.)on, wherever he discovered a nunber of persons 
together, he droi)p(.'d a hand grenade among them. He succeeded in dropping several 
through the scuitUs of the si.iji — these set (ire to the cartridge of an eighteen pounder, 
whidi commuiiie.i'.ed successively to oth*»r cartridges, disabled all the "fficer* and men, 
and rendered useless all tl-e 'juns abaft the main mast. The enemy's ship was, many 
iiiiji'ss, set on fire, by the crreut ([uantity of combustible matter thrown on board, and 
with much diluculty and toil the fiames wt re as rften extinguished. Towards the close 
^>f the action, all thl; ^^uih of the liunnc ll>mme Richard were silenced, except four on 
ihe fore-castle, whi<:h vv« jc ^ • ri.:.iandi.d by the purser, who was dangerously jvouiided. 
Jones immediately tool; their r-^.nniand on himself The two guns next the enismy were 
well served. The foamen snccr.'.ded in removing another from the opposite side. 
I fence only three guns wore u?cd towards the close of the action on board of Jones' 
ship. The miiskirtry and swIv-oIf, however, did great execution, as did also the inees- 
-ant fire from the round topj, jn coD?oquence of which the enemy were several times 
<! riven from their quarters. 

About 10 o'clock, a report was in eircula<ion, between decks, that Joo^^i and the 
• hief officers were killed ; that the ship had four or five feet water in her hold, aadwai 

40 
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our own merchants, who were thus reduced to seek that protection 
under the- colours of other nations, which the British flag used to 
afford to all the world." 

Another ineffectual attempt to negociate a peace was made in 
June, 1778. The reciprocal communications, on this occasion, will 
speak for themselves* 



finking. The crew became alarmed, and the gunner, the carpenter, and the master-at- 
arms were deputed to go on deck, and beg quarters of the enemy. They ascended the 
quarter-deck, and whilst in the act of fulfilling their mission, were discovered by the 
Commodoro, crying for quarters. Hearing the voice of Jones, calling, *' what rascals 
are these— shoot them — kill them," the carpenter and master-at-arms succeeded in 
getting below. The Commodore threw both his pistols at the gunner, who had de- 
scended to the foot of the gang-way ladder, and his skull was thereby fractured. The 
man lay there until the action was over, aftef which his skull was trepanned, and he 
recovered. 

While the action continued to rage with relentless fury, both ships took fire, in con- 
sequence of which the crews were obliged to cease from firing, and exert themselves 
in extinguishing the flames, in which their respective vessels were enveloped, and thus 
prevent the certain destruction of all the combatants. The fire being extinguished, the 
. Captain of the hostile ships asked, if Jones had struck, as he heard a cry for quarters. 
Jones replied, that bis colours would never descend, till he was fairly beaten. Tlic 
action re-commenced with renewed vigor. Shortly alter, the Alliance, Captain 
Landais, came up within pistol shot, and began a heavy firing, injuring both friend and 
foe ; nor did the firing cease from her, notwithstanding repeated hailing, until the sig- 
nal of recognition was fully displayed on board the Bonne Homme Richard. Nearlr 
one hundred of the prisoners, previously captured, had been suffered to ascend the deck 
by Jones' master-at-arms, during the confusion occasioned by the cry for ^ qaaKerSi 
owing to a belief that the vessel was sinking. To prevent danger from this circum- 
stance, they were stationed at the pumps, where they remained in active employ, dur* 
ing the remainder of the battle. 

The sides of the Benne Homme Richard were nearly stove in, her helm had become 
anmaoageable : a splintened piece of timber alone supported the poop. A brisk firing, 
however, was kept up from her three guns on the quarter deck. Their shot raked the 
enemy fore and aft, cutting up his ringing and spars, so that his mainmast bad only 
the yard-arm of the Bonne Homme Richard for support. The enemy's fire subsided by 
degrees, and when his guns cduld no longer be brought to bear, he struck his colours. 

At this juncture, his mainmast went by the board. Lieut. Dale was left t)elow, 
where being no longer able to rally his men, he, although severely wounded, superintend- 
ed the working of the pumps. Notwithi^tanding every effort, the hold of the Bonne 
Homme Richard was half full of water, when the enemy surrendered. After the ac- 
tion, the wind blew fresh, and (be flames on board the Richard spread anew, nor were 
they extinguished until day-light appeared. In the mean time all the ammunition 
was brought on deck to be thrown overboard, in case of necessity. The enemy had 
lutiled his flag to the mast, at the beginning of ti)e action, and • after the Captain had 
called for quarters, he could not prevail upon his men to bring down his colours, as thej 
expres»sed their dread of the American rifles. He was, therefore, obliged to do that 
service himself. In taking possession of the enemy, tliree of Jones' men were killed 
after the surrender, for which an apology was afterwards made. The captured vessel 
proved to be his Britannic Majesty's ship Serapis, Captain Pearson, rating forty-four, 
but mountinj? iif\y carriage guns. The Bonne Homme Richard had one hundred and 
sixty-five killed, and one hundred and thirty-seven wounded and missing. 1 he Serapis 
one hundred aiid thirty-seven killed, and seventy-six wounded. All bands were re- 
moved on board the prize, together with such articles as could be saved, and at about 
lOoVlcck, A. M. the next day, the Bonne Homme Richard sunk. 

After the peace, Jones entered into the service of Russia, and afterwards returned 
to Paris, where he died, in 1792, and was buried with every honorable distinctioD, at 
the expense of the French National Conyentioa. 
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" In Congress, June 13, 1778. 
An express arrived with a letter of the 11th, from General Washington, 




the president, and other members of the Congress.' 
. 'JThe letters are as follows :— 

V To his ExcdUncy Hetiry Laurens^ the President, and other members of 

Congress. 

^ * Gentlemen — With an earnest desire to stop the further effusion of blood, 

rod th« calamities of war, we communicate to you, with the least possible 

ielay after our arrival in this city, a copy of the commission with which his 

Jfajesty is pleased to hoilbur us, as also the acts of parliament on which it is 

bunded ; and at the same time that we assure you of our most earnest desire 

o re-establish, on the basis of equal freedom and mutual safety, the tranquil* 

ity of this once happy empire, you will observe that we arevested with 

K)wer9 equal to the purpose, and such as are even unprecedented in the an- 

Kils of our history. 

*Iu the present state of affairs, though fraught with subjects of mutual regret, 

U parties may draw some degree of consolation, and even an auspicious hope 

rqm the recollection that corcual reconciliation and affection have, in our own 

no other empires, succeeded to the contentions and temporary divisions not 

Sss violent than those we now experience. 

♦We wish not to recal subjects which are now no longer in controversy, and 

ill reserve, to a proper time of discussion, both the hopes of mutual benefit, 

sd the consideration of evils that may naturally contribute to determine your 

^solutions, as well as our own, on this important occasion. 

*Tbe acts of parliament, which we transmit to you, having passed with sin- 

ihr unanimity, will sufficiently evince the disposition of Grreat Britain, and 

low that the terms of agreement, in contemplation with his majesty and with 

d i>arliameDt, are such as come up to every wish that North America, either 

the hour of temperate deliberation, or of the utmost apprehension of danger 

liberty, has expressed. 

*More eQectuallv to demonstrate our good intentions, we think proper to 
iclare; even in this, our first communication, that we are disposed to concur 
every satisfactory and just arrangement towards the following, among other 
trpcfses : — 

' To consent to a cessation of hostilities, both by sea and land. To restore 

te mtercoutse, to revive mutual affection, and restore the common benefits of 

turalization through the several p^rts of this empire. To extend every 

ledom to trade that our respective interests can require. To agree that no 

litary force shall be kept up in the different states of North America, with- 

i the consent of the general congress, or particular assemblies. To concur 

measures calculated to discharge the debts of America, and raise the value 

i credit of the paper circulation. 

To perpetuate our union, by a reciprocal deputation of an agent or agents 

m the diferent states, who shall have the privilfge of a seat and voice in the 

rliament of Grer^t Britain ; or, if sent I'rom Britain, to have in that case a 

t and voice in the assemblies of the different slates to which they may be 

juted respectively, in order to attetitl to the several interests of those by 

om they are deputed. 

In short, to establish the power of tho respective legislatures in each par- 
jlar state, to settle its revemie, its civil and n)ilit:iry tstablishraent, and to 
rrcise a perfect freedom of legislation and internal government, so that the 
tish states, throughout North America, acting with us in peace and war, 
ler our common sovereign, may have the irrevocable enjoyment of every 
i^ilege that is short of a total reparation of interest, or consistent with that 
oft of force, on which the safety of our common religion and liberty depends. 
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* In our anxiety for preservings these sacred and essential interests, we cannot 
help taking notice of the insidious interposition of a power, which has, from 
the first settlement of these colonies, been actuated with enmity to us both. 
And, notwithstanding the pretended date, or present form, ot the French 
offers to America, yet it is notorious, that these were made in consequence of 
the plans of accommodation previously concerted in Great Britain, and with a 
view to prevent our reconciliation, and to prolong this destructive war. 

' But we trust that the inhabitants of North America, conneeted with us by 
the nearest ties of consanguinity, speaking the same language, interested in tbie 
preservation of similar institutions, remembering the former happy intercourse 
of good offices, and forgetting recent animosities, will shrink from the thought 
of becoming an accession of force to om* late mutual enemy, and will prefer a 
firm, free, and perpetual coalition with the parent state, to an insincere aud 
unnatural foreign alliance. ^ 

' This despatch will be delivered to you by De Ferguson, the secretary to 
his majesty's commission ; and, for further explanation and discussion of every 
subject of difference, we desirfe to in^^^t yon, either collectively or by deputa- 
tion, at New- York, Philadelphia, York-Town, or such other place as you uiay 
propose. We think it right, hbwever, to apprize you, that his majesty's in- 
structions, as well as your own desire, to remove from the immediate seat of 
war, in the active operations of which vve cannot take any part, may induce us 
speedily to remove to New- York ; bat the commander in chief of his majesty's 
land ferces, who is joined with us in this commi^sioB, will, if'^ts^hould become 
eligible, either concur with us in a suspension of hostilities, or will furnish-all 
necessary passports and safe conduct, to facilitate our meeting, land we shall, of 
course, expect the same of you. 

' If, after the time that may be neces^ir to consider of this communieation^ 
and transmit your answer, the horrors and devastations of war should continue, 
we call God and the world to witness, that the evils which follow are not to be 
imputed to Great Britain ; and we cannot, without the most real sorrel, an* 
ticipate the prospect of Calamities which we feel the most ardent desire to 
prevent. 

* We arc, with perfect respect, gentlemen, your most obedient lind most 
humble servants, • -' 

Carlisle, . 

W; EdKN, 

G. JoHIfSTONE.' 

* To his Excellency Henry Laurens, President^ and other members of Congress, 

Gentlemen — The despatch inclosed with this, was carried this morning to 
the nearest post of Genend Washington's army, by Dr. Ferguson, Secretary to 
his majesty's commission for restoring peace, &c. but he, not finding a f^ass- 
j)ort, has returned to this place. In order to avoid every unnecessary delaj', 
we now again send it by the ordinary conveyance of your military posts. As 
soon as the passport arrives, Dr. Ferguson shall wait upon you, according to 
our first arrangement. 

' We are, with perfect r<?spect, gentlemen, your most obedient and most 
humble servants, 

(.•ARLISLE, 

W. Eden, 
G. Johnstone.' 
Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of five. 

** EoJem Die, P. J\f. — The comrniltoe to whom was referred the letters 
and papers from the Earl of Carlisle, &c. commissioners from the King: of 
Great Britain.^ ri3ported the draft of a letter which was read. 

Reaohed^ That the consideration thereof be postponed till tomorrow. 

June \lth^ 1778. — Congress resumed the consideration of the draft of the 
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letter, in answer to the letter and papers received from the Earl of Carlisle; &c, 
icoinmissioners from the King of Great Britain, which was unanimously agreed 
to, and is as follows : — 

*To their Excellencies the Right Honourable the Earl of Carlisle^ William Eden^ 

and George Johnstone^ Esqrs, Commissioners from his Britannic Majesty , 

Philadelphia. 

' I have received the letter from your Excellencies of the 9th instant, with 
the inclosures, and laid them before Congress. Nothing but an earnest desire 
to spare the farther effusion of human blood, could have induced them to read 
a paper containing expressions so disrespectful to his most Christian Majesty, 
the good and great ally of these states, or to consider propositions so deroga- 
tory to the honour of an independent nation. 

' The acts of the British Parliament, the commission from your sovereign, 
and, your letter, suppose the people of these states to be subjects of the Crown 
of Great Britain, and are founded on an idea of dependence, which is utterly 
inadmissible. 

'I am further directed to inform your Excellencies, that Congress are inclined 
to peace, notwithstanding the unjust claims from which this war originated, 
and the savage manner m which it hath been conducted. They will there- 
fore be contented to enter upon a consideration of a treaty of peace and com- 
merce, not inconsistent with treaties already subsisting, when the King of Great 
Britain shall demonstrate a sincere disposition for that purpose. The only 
solid proof of this disposition will be an explicit acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendence of these states ; or the withdrawing his fleets and armies. 
'1 have the honour to be your Excellencies' most obedient and humble servant, 

Henry Laurens, President. 
York'Tovm, July 17, 1778.' 

. Resolved, unanimously^ That Conffress approve the conduct of General 
Wajshir^ton, in refusing ajpassport to Dr. Fei^guson. 
Published by order of Congress. 

Charles Thompson, Secretary.^' 

An important fact, connected with this attempt at iir 7>tiiilion, we 
give from Dr. Thachcr's Journal. 

'"The public mind," says Dr. Thaclier, "is now in a stalo of 
excitement, occasioned by the improper procorJinf^s of the royal 
commissioners for restoring peace. Tliey liavo niadj a second 
communication to Congress, but still without uuy intimation (if a 
i*ecognition of the independence of the United States ; but address 
them on the supposition, that the people of Am- ri..a arc siill the 
subjects of the crown of Britain. This last cominunication is diall- 
ed with much art and address^ calculated to ex('itt' jealousies aiul 
division among the people. Not content with tlieir public declai :i- 
tions, and proposals addressed to Congress, th'^y have acUialh 
descender! to the dishonorable act of insidious offi is to coii i][)l < ))uc 
distinguished individuals. Governor Johnstone, one of the coniinis- 
sioners, with inexcusable effrontery, offered a i>vilv» to ^,lr. L'rv ■;. j« 
member of Congress. In an interview wi^ii .Mjs. P'ergus(;.i :h. 
Philadelphia, whose husband is a royalist, lie r!i;:i:iMi s!^e wr: :li| 
mention to Mr. Reed, that if he would engage iusintorc^t to promote 
the object of their commission, he might have any office In the colo- 
nies., in the gift of his Britannic majesty^ and ten thousand pounds iu 
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hand. Having solicited an interview with Mr. Reed, Mrs. FergiiSoil 
made her communication. Spurning the idea of being purchased, 
he rephed, " that ho was not worth piircliasing, but such as he was, 
the king of Great Britain was not rich enough to do it." Congress 
dechned all further intercourse with the commissioners, and termi- 
nated their attempts at negotiation, unless their royal master would 
first withdraw his fleets and armies, or expressly acknowledge the 
independence of the United States. In order to demonstrate their 
most pointed indignation against such daring attempts to corrupt 
their integrity, they resolved, that it was incompatible with their 
honour to hold any further intercourse with Geoi'ge Johnstone, 
Esquire, more especially to negotiate with liim on affairs in which 
the cause of liberty and virtue are interested."* 

" z\bout the middle of the winter of 1 778, while General Putnam 
was on a visit to his out-post at Horse-Neck, he found Governor Tryon 
advancing upon that town with a corps of fifteen hundred men — to 
oppose these. General Putnam had only a picket of one hundred 
and fifty mcUvand two iron field pieces without horses or drag-ropes. 
He, however, planted his cannon on the high ground by the meeting- 
house, and retarded their approach by firing several tunes, until 
perceiving the horse (supported by the infantry) about to charge, he 
ordered the picket to provide for their safety by retiring to g, swamp 
inaccessible to horse ; and secured his own by plunging down the 
steep precipice at the church upon a full trot. This precipice is so 
steep, where he descended^ as to have artificial stairs composed of 
nearly one hundred stone steps for the accommodation of loot pas- 
sengers. There the dragoons, who were but a sword's length nom 
him, stopped short. For the declivity was so abrupt that they ven- 
tured not to follow : and, before they could gain the valley by going 
round the brow of the hill in the ordinary road, he was far enough 
beyond their reach. He continued his route unmolested to Stam- 
ford, from whence, having strengthened his picket by the junction of 
some militia, he came back again, and in turn, pursued Govertior 
Tryon in his retreat. As he rode down the precipice, one ball, of 
the many fired at him, went through his beaver. But Grovemor 
Tryon by way of compensation for spoiling his hat, sent him soon 
afterwards, as a present, a complete suit of clothes."t 

" Toward the close of the preceding year, General Lincoln was 
appointed by Congress to take the command in the southern depart- 
ment. That able officer was second in command in the army, 
which had captured Burgoyne ; his military reputation was high; 
and the delegates of South Carolina and Georgia had solicited tliis 
appointment. On his arrival in South Carolina, he established his 
first post at Purisbur^Ii, a small village on the northern banks of the 
Savannah rivc^r. The ro3^al army at Savannah having been re-en- 
forced by the junction of the troops from St. A ugustineimder General 
Prevost; an attempt had been made to take pd^session of Port 
Royal Island, but without effect. Although the failure in thir 

* Thacher's Military Journal. t Life of Putoaixi. 
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enterprise checked the Briiisli, am! prevented any attlempt for the 
present against South Carolnui ; yol they extended themselves over 
a great part of Georgia, and had already estabhshed posts at Ebene- 
?ier, and at Augusta. As thc^y extendtnl iheh* posts up the river 
Savannah on the south side, General Lincoln extended his on the 
north side; and (ixed one enranipment at Bhick Swamp, above 
Purisburgh, and anotlu;r, nearly opposite to Auj^usta. Jt was tlie 
general's intention, as soon as a suiliciejit force should be collected, 
to cross the Savannah iliver above his upper encampment, and 
oblige the enemy to evacuate tlu^ upj)er parts of Georgia. Before 
he was able to ex(^cute this plan. General Prevost withdrew his 
troops from Augusta, and fell back to 1 fudson's Ferry, about twenty- 
four miles above Eben(»zer. Geneial Lincoln, in prosecution of his 
object, ordered the detachment, connnanded by General Ash, con- 
sisting of fifteen hundred North Oarohna militia, and about sixty 
continentals, to cross the Savannah, and takc^ post near tht* conflu- 
ence of Briar Creek with that river. J\o sooner had they taken this 
well chosen position, than General Prevost detennined to dislodge 
them. Having made (hspositions lor keeping up the attention of 
Genera] Lincoln by the semblance of a design to cross the Savan- 
nah, and for amusing General Ash with a feint on his Iront, he took 
a circuit of fifty miles, and, crossing Briar Creek fifteen miles above 
the ground occupied by Ash, came down unsuspected on his rear. 
The continental troops under Brigadier General Elbert commenced 
the action, and fought with great bravery ; but most of the militia 
threw away their arms, and fled in confusion. The handful of 
continentals, aided by one regiment only of the militia, could not 
long maintain the action ; and the survivors were compelled to 
surrender themselves prisoners of war. The killed and taken 
amounted to upward of three hundred men. General Elbert and 
Colonel M'Intosh wore among the prisoners. By this victoiy, whigh 
cost the British, in killed and wounded, but one ofticer and fifteen 
privates, their communication with the Indians and tlieir friends in 
the back country was restored. 

The southern army being afterward re-enforced with a body of 
one tliousand militia ; General Lincoln was enabled to resume liis 
design of entering Georgia by the way of Augusta. His whole force 
amounted to five thousand men ; of which number he left about 
one thousand to garrison i^urisburgh and Black Swamp; and with 
the rest, on the twenty-third of April, he began his marcn up Savan- 
nah River. Five days afterward. General Prevost, to oblige him to 
return, passc^l two thousand four. hundred men over the same river„ 
near its mouth, into South Carolina. The posts at Purisburgh and 
Black Swamp were immediately abandoned ; and General Moultrie, 
unable to whhstand tlie force, whi(-h advanced agahist him, retired 
toward Charlestown, destroying all the bridges in his rear, f iincoln, 
on receiving information of these move.nents, detached three hundrecl 
«f his light troops to re-enforce Moultrie 5 but, believing that Prevost. 
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merely intended to divert him by a feint on Carolina, he proceeded 
with the mahi army toward Augusta. The original intention of the 
British general was no other than what General Lincoln supposed ; 
but meeting \vith scarcely any impediment in his progress, and 
learning that Charlestown, on that side on which he could approach 
it, was in a defenceless state, he began to cherish the hope of being 
able to reduce it before General Lincoln could come to its relief. 
Happily for the Carolinians, Prevost, when advanced about half the 
distance, halted two or three days ; and in that interval they made 
every preparation for the defence of their capital. All the houses in 
its suburbs were burnt. Lines and abbatis were carried across the 
peninsula between Ashley and Cooper Rivers ; cannon were mount- 
ed at proper intervals ; and in a few^ days a force of three thousand 
three hundred men assembled in Charlestown for its defence. On 
the tenth of May, in the evening, the British troops reached Ashley 
Feriy ; and, having passed the river, appeared before the town on 
the following day. After inconsiderable skirmishes, the town on 
the twelfth was summoned to surrender ; and favourable tenns of 
capitulation were offered, but rejecj;ed. It being known, on the part 
of the Americans, that General Lincoln was hastening for the relief 
of Charlestown, it was an object with them to gain as much time 
as possible ; and by dextrous management a whole day was spent 
in sending and receiving messages. When the commissioners from 
the town were at length told, that, as the garrison were in arms, they 
must surrender as prisoners of war, the negotiation terminated, ana 
the inhabitants expected nothing else than an assault ; but on the 
following morning they were agreeably surprised to find, that the 
British troops had been withdrawn during the night, and had recrossed 
Ashley Ferry. 

Prevost, after foraging some days, knowing by an intercepted let- 
tejr that Lincoln was coming on his rear, retired with his whole force 
from the main to the islands near the sea. Both armies encamped 
in the vicinity of Charlestown, and watched each other's move- 
ments. Although it was not the interest of geneml Lincoln to haz- 
ard a general engagement with the enemy ; it was his wish to attack 
their outposts, and cut them off in detail. With this view, he ap- 
peared with his army on the fourth of June in front of the British 
post at Stono Ferry; but, after viewing the lines, thought fit to re- 
tire. Not long after, Prevost departed for Savannah, carrying with 
him the grenadiers of the sixtieth rigiment ; and about this time it 
seems to have been determined to abandon the post at Stono. Mea- 
sures for this purpose were taken by lieutenant colonel Maitland, on 
whom the command devolved after the departure of Prevost. The 
garrison had novv^ b(^come much weakened ; and general Lincoln, 
knowing its weak state, renewed his design of cutting it off. On 
the twentieth of June he advanced against it with about twelve hun- 
dred men. The garrison had redoubts with a line of communica- 
tion, and field pieces in the intervals, and the whole was secured by 
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fin abbatis. According to a precx»ncerted plan, a feint was to havt 
been made from James' Island with a body of Charlestown militia, 
at the moment when General Lincoln began the attack from the 
main ; but, from some mismanagement, they did not reach the place 
of destination until the action was over. Ihe attack was continu- 
ed an hour and twenty minutes, and the assailants had the advan- 
tage ; but the appearance of a re-enforcement, which the feint was 
lo have prevented, rendered their retreat necessary. The whole 
garrison sallied out on tlie retiring Americans ; but the light ti*oops, 
coannanded by Colonel Alahnedy and Lieutenant Colonel Hender- 
son, so effectually retarded their pursuit, that the trooj^s, commanded 
by General Lincoln, retreated with regularity, and brought off their 
wounded in safety. The loss of the Americans, in killed and wound- 
ed, was one hundred and seventy-nine. Among the slain, was Co? 
lonel Roberts, an artillery ofiiciDr of distinguished abilities, whose 
early fall was the subject of luiiversal regret. The British, after 
this attack, retreated from the islands near Charlestown. General 
Prevost establislied a post at Beaufort, in Port Royal Island, the 
jf;arrison of wliich was left under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Maitland ; and their main army returned to Savannah. Genei*al 
Lincoln, at the head of about eight liundrcd men, retired to Sheldon, 
in the neighbourhood of Beaufort. 

The Count D'Estaing, after repairing and victualing his fleet, at 
Boston, sailed for the \\ est Indies ; and, having taken St. Vincent'n 
and Grenada, retired to Cape Francois about the beginning of thi« 
year. On the solicitation of General Lincoln, President Lownds, 
of South Carolina, and Mr. Plombard, consul of France, he sailed 
for tlie American continent, and amved on the coast of Georgia 
\vith a fleet, consisting of twenty sail of the line, two of fifty guns, 
and eleven frigates. As sopn as his arrival was known. General 
Lincoln with the army under his conimand marched for Savannah 5 
and ordei*s were given for the militia of Geor^a and South Carolina 
to rendezvous near the same place. The British, to prepare for their 
defence, employed great numbers by day and night in strengthening 
jand extending their lines, while the American militia, sanguine id 
the hope of expelling the enemy from their southern possessions, 
turned out with unusual alacrity. Before the arrival of General Lin- 
toin. Count D'Estaing demanded a surrender of the town to the arm^ 
of France. Prevost asked a suspension of hostilities twenty four 
hours for preparing terms ; and the request was incaiitiously grant- 
ed. Before the stipulated time had elapsed. Lieutenant Colonel Maitr 
land, with about eight hundred men, after struggling with great diffi- 
culties, arrived from Beaufort, and joined the royal army at Savan- 
nah. The arrival of so considerable a reinforcement of chosea 
troops, and especially the presence of the officer who commanded^ 
them, in whose zeal, ability, and militarj^ experi(»nce much confi- 
dence was justly placed by the army, inspired the garrison in Savanr 

pgh with new animation ; and &n answer was retupaed to tl^cousttty 

41 ' 



SS9 MILITARY OPERATIONS 

that the town would be defended to the last extremity. The eeal 
and ardour of both officers and men rose with the occasion ; and 
new defences were daily constructed under the masterly direction 
of an able engineer, Captain Moncrieff. 

On the morning of the fourth of October, the batteries of the be- 
siegers were opened with nine mortars, thirty seven pieces of can- 
non from the land side, and fifteen from the water. It bfeing at 
length ascertained, that considerable time would be necessary to- 
reduce the garrison by regular approaches, it was determined to- 
make an assault. In pursuance of this d'^.termination, on the ninth 
of October, while two feints were made with the militia, a real at- 
tack was made on Spring Hill battery just as daylight appeared, 
with two columns, consisting of three thousand five hundred French 
troops, six hundred continentals, and three hundred and fifty of the 
inhabitants of Charlestown. The prinriiml of these cohimns, com- 
manded by Count D'Eslaing and General Lincoln,marched up bold- 
ly to the lines : but a heavy and well directed fire from the gallied 
threw the front of the column into confusion. The places of those 
who 0^11 being instantly supplied bv others- it still moved on until it 
reached a redoubt, wheie the contest became more fierce and des- 
perate. Captain Tawse {<A] in defending the gate of his redoubt, 
with his sword plunged in the bodv of tlie third assailant whom he 
had slain with his own hand, and a French and an American stand- 
ard were for an instant planted on the parapet ; but the assailants^ 
after sustaining the enemy's fire fifty-five minutes, were ordered to re- 
treat. Six hundred and thirty-seven of the French, and two hun- 
dred and forty one of the continentals and militia, were killed or 
wounded. Immediately after this unsuccessful assault, the militia 
almost universally went to their homest, and Count D' Estaing, re- 
embarking his troops and artillery, left the continent."*t 

" One of the most extraordinary enterprises ever related in history, 
one indeed which nothing but the respectability of the testimony 
could have prevented our considering as marvellous, occurred durine 
the siege of Savannah. It was an enterprise conceived and ex- 
ecuted oy Colonel John White, of the Georgia line. A Captain 
French of Delancey's 1st battalion, was posted with 100 men, 
British regulars, on the Ogeechee River, about 25 miles from Savan- 
nah. There lay also at the same place five armed vessels, the 

* An assault is believed to have been unadv'sble ; but this measure was forced on 
P'Estaing by his marine officers, who remonstrated against his continuinsr to risk the 
French fleet on a dangerous coast, in the hurricane season, and at such a distance from 
the shore, as to be endangfered by a British squadron. ** In a few days, the lines of 
the besiegers might have been carried, by regular approaches, inio the works of (he be- 
sieged/' Count Pulaski was mortally wounded in this assault ; and Congress resolved 
that a monument should be erected to hi? memory. He was a Pnlander of high i»irtb, 
who with a few men had carried off King Stanislaus from the middle of his capital. 
The king, after being some time a prisoner, m«id*» his escape ; and soon after declared 
Pulaski an outlaw. Thus proscribed, he ct^me to \rnerica, and offered his service t« 
congress, which honoured bim with the rank x>f brigadier general* 

t Holinea* Annals, voL ii. p. 410-19. 
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l-argest mounting 14 guns, and having on board altogether 41 men. 
Colonel White, with Captain Ethohn, tliree soldiers, and his own 
scn^ant approached this post on the e\ening of the 30Lli of Septem- 
ber, kindled a number of fires, airanging them in the manner of a 
lai'ge camp, and summoned Frencli to surrender, he and his com- 
I'ades in the mean time riding about in various directions, and giving 
orders in a loud voice, as if performing tlie duties of the stafito a large 
finny. French, not doubling the reality oi' what he saw, and anxious 
to spare the effusion of blood which a contest with a force so supei ioi- 
MTould produce, surrendered the whole detachment, together witli 
the crews of the five vessels, amouniing in all to 141 men, and 130 
stand of arms ! Colonel V\ hite, hou ever, had slill a very difficult 
game to play ; it was necessary to keep up the dc-lusion of French, 
until the prisoners should be secured ; and with this view, he p^^et end- 
ed that the animosity of his troops was so ungovernable that a little 
stratagem would be necessary to save the prisoners from their fury, 
and that he should therefore commit them to the care of three guides 
with orders to conduct them to a place of safety. W ith many thanks 
for the Colonel's humanity, French accepted the proposition, and 
marched off at a quick pace under the direction of the three guides, 
fearful at every step that the rage of ^\ bite's troops would burst 
upon them in defiance of his humane attempts to restrain it. White, 
as soon as they were out of sight, employed himself in collecting the 
militia of the neighbourhood, witli whom he soon overtook his pris- 
oners, and they were conducted in safety for 25 miles to an American 
post."* 
" The operations of the British in the more northern parts of America 
were predatory, rather than militaiy. In May, 1779, a naval and 
land force, commanded by Sir George Collier and general Matthews, 
made a descent on Virginia. On their arrival, they took possession 
of Portsmouth, and of Norfolk ; destroyed the houses, vessels, naval 
stores, and a large magazine of provisions, at Suffolk; made a simi- 
lar destruction at Kemp's Landing, Shepherd's Gosport, Tanner's 
Creek, and other places in the vicinity; and, after setting fire to the. 
houses and other public buildings in the dockyard at Gosport, em- 
harked witli their booty ibr New- York. 

A similar expedition was soon after undertaken from New- York 
«^nst the southern margin of Connecticut, by Governor Tryon, 
with two thousand six hundred land lbrc(^s, supported by Brigadier 
General Garth, and accompanied by Sir Ceorgx^ Collier with armed 
vessels to cover the transports. Early in the morning of tiie fifti) of 
July, the fleet, consisting of about Ibity sail, anclKued off AA est 
Haven ; Jind at sunrise, a dc^tachment ol" one thousand tro()i)s. under 
General Garth, landed at that place. No soldiers were at this time 
stationed at New-Haven ; but the militia and citizens made instant 
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advanced very near the royal troops while on parade near West 
Haven Church ; and, when they commenced their inarch, fired on 
the advanced guards, and drove them back to the main body. The 
enemy, though checked in their march, proceeded in force, and en- 
tered New-Haven about one in the afternoon, from which time until 
eight in the evening the town was subjected to almost indiscririiinate 
ravage and plunder. During these transactions on the west side of" 
the harbour, Governor Tryon landed about one thousand troops at 
East Haven; and, though severely harassed, effected a junction 
with Garth's division in New-Haven. The enemy evacuated the 
town the next morning. The fleet left the harbour the next suc- 
ceeding night, and the morain^ after anchored olf Fairfield. The 
militia of that town and the vicmity, posting themselves at the court 
house green, gave the enemy considerable annoyance, as they ad- 
vanced ; but soon retreated. The royal araiy plundered and burned 
the town ; and the greatest pajt of the neighbouring village of Green 
Farms. A few days afterward they laid the town bf Noi-walk in 
ashes.*"t 

" By the time Sir George Collier had returned from the Chesa- 
peake, Sir Henry CUnton had planned another expedition against 
the American fortresses on the Hudson. The commiand of thi» 
river had always been considered, by both parties, as highly impor- 
tant, and Washmgton had employed the opportunity which the 
Cessation of active operations on the part of Sir Henry had allowed 
him, in constructing several works, particularly at Verplank's, and 
at Stony Point. His army lay at Middle Brook, in Jersey, and these 
posts were garrisoned by a small nuniber pf men, chieny artificers 
and labourers. Major-General Vaughan, the former despoiler of 
the beautiful banks of the Hudson, was again chosen to command 
this expedition, which embarked under the convoy of Sir George 
Collier, on the 30th of May. On the 31st, General Vaughan, with 
the main body of the army, landed on the east side of the river, a 
few miles below Verplank's; General Pattison, accompanied by 
Sir Henry Clinton himself, advanced witn the remainder of the army 

* At East Haven the British burned several houses ; bat they burned nothing in New* 
Haven, excepting- some stores on the Long Whaff. There were burnt at Fairfield QB 
dwelling houses, 2 churches, a handsome court house, several school houses, 55 bams, 
15 stores, and 15 shops ; at Green Inarms, 15 dwelling houses, 1 church, 1 1 barns, and 
several stores ; at Norwalk, 80 dwelling houses. 2 churches, 87 barns, 17 shops, 4 mills, 
and 5 vessels. — The royal coihmanders, in addresses to the inhabitants of the placei 
which they invaded, invited them to return to their allegiance, and promised protectioo 
to ail, who should remain peaceably in their usual places of residence. One of these ad- 
dresses was sent by a flag to Colonel Whiting of the militia^ near Fairfield, who was al- 
lowed an hour for his answer ; but he had scarcely time to read the address before the 
town was in flames.. Flis answer eipressed at once the general principles of the colony^ 
and the certain influence of this outrage : ^^ Connecticut, having nobly dared to take 
lip arms against the cruel despotism of Great Britain, and the flames having precedec) 
ihe answer to your flag, they will persist to oppose to the utmost the power exertei 
kgainst injured innoopiice.^' — The loss of the British trtiops in this expedition wa« !M| 
killed, 96 wounded, lAd 32 missing. 

\ Holems' Annals^ vol. ii. p. 417: 
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k) within three miles of Stony Point, and landed on the west side. 
The garrison at this place withdrew on the approach of the enemy, 
md made some show of resistance by drawing up on the hills above, 
)ut retired with6ut giving battle. Opposite to Stony Point the Amer- 
cans had constructed o. small fort, which they had namexl after the 
gallant Marquis de la Fayette. It was a single redoubt, mounted 
vith four pieces of artillery, and manned by about seventy men. 
The approach to it, from its own side, was almost impracticable, but 
t was completely commanded by Stony Point, and General Patti- 
on prepared for a vigorous bombardment of it, by drawing up hii 
leavy ailillery in the night, from his landing place, and fixing them 
n the commanding rocks of Stony Point. 

On the 1st of June, a tremendous fire, from cannon and mortars, 

/as opened upon the little fort la Fayette, by 5 o^clo^in the mom- 

ig, while Sir George Ck)llier advanced with his galhes and gimboats 

> the support of the attack, sencUng some of them above the fort, in 

pder to prevent the escape of the garrison by water. General 

aughan had, in the mean time, by a circuitous route, gained the 

immits of the hills on the side of the fort, thus investing it on all 

des. After sustaining a continued storm of fire, for the \mole day^ 

lis brave band surrendered prisoners of war. Sir Henry Clinton 

aving a strong force to garrison these two posts, with orders to place 

tony Point vft the strongest possible state of defence, moved vsath 

e army and shipping to rhillipsburg, which completely blockaded 

e navigation of tne river, and rendered the intercourse between the 

jopie of Jersey and those east of the Hudson, extremely haz^rdous^ 

well as circuitous. 

These movements of the enemy led Washingtbtt tO suspect a de- 

p of attacking West Point, for the protection of which he moved, 

ith his army, from M iddlebrook, ancf took post on the high grounds, 

love Verplank's and Stony Point. In this situation an enterprise 

as planned for the recapture of the latter post, which had been con- 

lembly strengthened by the enemy, and was now garrisoned by 

e 17th regiment of infantiy, the grenadiers of the 71st, a company 

tories, and a company of artillery, the whole under the command 

Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson. The enterprise was entnisted to 

p command of General Wayne, who marched from Sandybeach, 

iistance of fourteen miles from the object of attack, on the 15th 

ly, at noon, with the choicest troops of the army. The road tra- 

rsed numerous, difficult and dangerous defiles and morasses, which 

retarded the march, that it was 8 o'clock in the evening when the 

n arrrived within a mile and a half of the point. Here Wayne 

Ited for the rest of the army, and employed the delay in recon- 

itering this enemy's works. The troops were formed into two 

lumns as they came up, and at half past 11 o'clock the whole 

vanced to the attack. General Wayne had determined to depend 

on the bayonet alone, and the advance were therefore not even 

rmitted to load their muskets* Lieutenant*Colonel Fleury, at ttie 
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head of 160 men, led the van of the right column, and Major Stew- 
art that of the left, with a like number of picked troops, all witfc 
unloaded muskets and fixed bayonets. The van of each column 
was preceded by an avant-guard, or forlorn hope, 6{ 20 men each, 
under Lieutenants Gibbons and Knox, two young officers chosen foi 
their undaunted valour. These were intended to remove the abba- 
tis and other obstructions that might impede the march of the attack- 
ing columns ; and both officers fortunately escaped unhurt, thougli 
ea(;h of them lost more than three-fourths of their brave followers. 

The natural difficulties, in the approach to this post, were at thia 
moment considerably increased by the overflowing of the tide, which 
completely covered the deep morass that surrounded the works. 
The two attacking columns, however, moved on to different points, 
in spite of eveiy obstacle, and in the face of an incessant fire frcam 
the enemy's cannon and musketry, driving every thing before them 
at the point of the bayonet, until they met in the centre of the works. 
General Wayne, who had placed himself at the head of the ri^ 
division, received a sHght wound in the head, from a musket ball, 
just as he had passed the last abbatis, but bravely insisted upon being 
carried on, that if it were his lot to die, he might breathe his last in 
the enemy's fort. He was supported through the fire by his two 

fdlant Aids -de-Camp, Fishbourn and Archer. Lieutenant-Colonel 
leury, who led the van of the right column, a young French offi* 
cer who had, on many previous occasions, greatly distinguished him- 
self, was the first to fly to the enemy's standard, which he struck with 
his own hand. 

By this most brilliant enterprise, two flags, two standards, fifteen 
pieces of ordnance, and a large quantity of military stores fell into 
the hands of the Americans, besides 543 prisoners. Of the assailanti 
98 were killed and wounded ; of the enemy, 63 were killed, among 
whom were several of their bravest and most meritorious officers. 

About the same time, another daring and brilliant enterprise wai 
undertaken, for the surprise of the British garrison at Powle'sHook, 
the execution of which was entiiisted to Major Lee. On the morn- 
ing of the 19th July, before day-light, he proceeded with a detach- 
ment, consisting of 300 Virginians, one company of the Maryland 
line, and a small party of dismounted dragoons, and succeeded in 
completely surprising the garrison commanded by Major Souther- 
land. Tlie Major, however, had the good fortune to escape, with a 
party of liis Hessians, to a small block house, on the left of the fort, 
from which he opened an immediate fire upon the assailants, and the 
retreat of Lee was called by the enemy a cowardly abandonment ol 
his design at the moment when victory was within his grasp. But 
liee's object was entirely accomplished ; his orders were positive to 
effect an immediate retreat, which the near vicinity of the enemy's 
main body rendered all important, and this he did after killing 30 of 
the enemy and taking 161 prisoners, with the trifling loss of six ol: 
s even of his own men killed and woun ded." ^ ■ ' . 

♦ Allan's American' Revolution, vol. K. p. 241-46. 
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A party of British forces attferaped, this summer, to build a fort on 
Penobscot River, for the purpose of cutting timber in the neighbour- 
ing forest. A plan was laid in Massachusetts to dislodge them, and 
a considerable fleet collected for the purpose. But the plan failed 
of success, 'and the whole marine force fell into the hands of the 
British, except some vessels which were burnt by the Americans 
themselves. 

"Congress, though its measiues toward the Indians were conciliato- 

y, could not secure the western frontiers. The Six Nations had been 

idvised by that body, and had promised, to observe a neutrality 

n the war; but, excepting the Oneidas and a few others, ^vho 

vere friendly to the Americans, those Indians took a decided part 

igainst them. The presents and promises of Sir John Johnson and 

ither British agents, with the desire of plunder, induced them to in- 

ade the frontiers ; and wherever they went, they carried slaughter 

;nd devastation. An expedition was therefore ordered against them ; 

nd General Sulhvan, to whom the conduct of it was intrusted, 

larched into their country. The Indians, on hearing of the nroject- 

d expedition, collected their strength, took possession oi proper 

round, and fortified it with judgment. General Sullivan attacked 

lem in their works, and they sustained a cannonade more than two 

Durs ; but they then gave way, and, after their trenches were forced, 

ley fled with precipitation. The victorious army, penetrating into 

le heart of their country, laid it desolate. Their villages, their 

itached habitations, their com fields, their fruit trees, and gardens, 

ere indiscriminately destroyed. 

Other expeditions, beside this decisive one, were conducted against 
e Indians in the course of the year. In. April, Colonel Van Schaick 
ith fifty-five men marched from Fort Schuyler, and burned the 
hole Onondago settlements, consisting of about fifty houses, with a 
rge quantity of provisions, killed twelve Indians, and made thirty- 
ur prisoners, without the loss of a single man. In August, General 
^iUiamson and Colonel Pickens, of South Carolina, entered the 
idian country adjacent to the frontier of their state ; burned and de- 
coyed the corn of eight towns ; and required the Indians to remove 
to more remote settlements. In the same month. Colonel Broad- 
ad made a successful expedition against the Min^o, Munsey, and 
ineca Indians. Leaving Pittsburg with six hundred and five men, 
in about five weeks penetrated al)nut two hundred miles from the 
1, destroyed a number of Indian huts, and about five hundred acres 
corn. 

Detached parties of Indians distressed different portions of the 
lited States. In July, a party of sixty Indians and twenty-seven 
lite men under Brandt,* attacked the Minisink settlement, in the 

Brandt was a half blooded ndian, fer- n' ns nnd d<«perate. He with Tolooel John 

:ler, the year before, headed a party of 1 1(K) m' n, 900 of whom were Indians, against 

settlements on the Susquehann^h. Tiie weight of their vengeant e fell on Wyom- 

■y a yoiog; but flourishing settiepieoi on the eastern branch of that river, which wsTs 
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State of New- York, and buraed ten houses, twelve bams, a fcrt'i 
and two mills, and carried off much plunder, with several prisoners^ 
In August, the Indians with their tory associates, burned fifty houses 
and forty-seven barns at Canajohane, a fine settlement about fifty- 
six miles from Albany; and destroyed twenty-seveti houses at 
3choharie, and two at Norman's Creek. 

No sooner did Sir Henry Clinton receive certain information of 
the departure of Count D'Estaing from the American coast, than 
he set forwai-d an expedition against South Carolina. The troops 
designed for this service, consisting of four flank battahons, twelve 
regiments, and a corps, British, Hessian, and provincial, a powerful 
detachment of artillery, and two hundred and fifty cavalry, escorted 
by Admiral Arbuthnot, arrived at Tybee, in Georgia, before the end 
of January. Sir Henry Clinton accompanied the expedition, leaving 
the gai'rison at New- York under the command of Lieutenant Genenu 
Knyphausen. In a few days, the transports with the army on boanl 
sailed for North Edisto ; and the troops, making good their landing 
about thirty miles from Charlestown, took possession of John's Islana 
and Stono Ferry, and soon after of James' Island and Wappoo Cut. 
A bridge was thrown over the canal ; and part of the royal army 
took post on the banks of Ashley River, opposite to Charlestown^ 
Governor Rutledge, to whom the assembly of the state had recently 
given extraordinary powers, ordered the militia to rendezvous, ana 
issued a proclamation, requiring such of them as were regularly 
draughted, and all the inhabitants and owners of property in the town^ 
to jom the garrison immediately, on pain of confiscation ; but the 
late repulse at Savannali had producea such a dispiriting effect, thai 
few complied with the order. The defences of Charlestown now 
consisted of a chain of rcdoubts, lines, and batteries extending from 
Ashley to Cooper River, on which were mounted upward of eighty 
pieces of cannon and mortars. In front of the lines had been dug a 
canal, which was filled with water ; and from the dam at each end a 
swamp, filling the intervening spaces to each river, formed natural, 
impediments. Behind tliese were two rows of abbatis, some other 
obstructions, arid immediately in front of the works, a double picketed 
ditch. The works on the right and left were very strong, and ad- 
vanced so far beyond the range of the intermediate hues, as to enfilade 
the canal almost from one end to the other ; and in the centre was a 
horn- work of masonry, which, being closed during the seige, foniied 
a kind of citadel. On all sides of the town, where a landing was 
praticable, batteries were erected, and covered with artillery ; the 
works on Sullivan's Island had been strengthened and enlarged \ 

destroyed, July 1778, with circumstances of horrid treachery and cruelty. A larg« 
proportion of the male inhabitants were slaughtered in one day ; and in a single en- 
gasfement nearly 200 women were made widows. This settlement, comprising 4 town- 
ships, oach five miles square, was formed by people of Connecticut, that colop^ 
having claimed the soil under the original grant of Charles U. ; and so rapidly had it^ 
populatieo increaMd, tbot it sent IQOO men toterre in the c^tinental army. 
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jid commodore Whipple with a squadron of nine sail lay just within 
he bar. 

GemTal Linrx)ln, trusting to these defences, and expecting large re- 

nforcements, remained in Charlestown at the earnest rec[uest of the 

ihabitants. and with the force under his command, amountmgto seven 

housand men of all denominations underarms, resolvedto defend the 

lace. On the twenty-first of March, the British marine force, consist- 

ig of one ship of fifty guns, two of forty guns, four of thirty-two, and the 

andwich armed snip, crossed the bar, and anchored in Five Fathom 

lole. Commodore Whipple, finding it impracticable to prevent 

le enemy from passing over the bar, fell back to Fort Moultrie, and 

(lerward to Charlestown. The crews and guns of all his vessels, 

«repting one, were put on shore to re-enforce the batteiies. Some 

' his sliips he stationed in Cooner River ; and tlie rest, with some 

her vessels, were sunk across tne mouth of it, to prevent the British 

set from entering. On the ninth of April, Admiral Arbuthnot 

Lssed Fort Moultrie, without stopping to engage it. Colonel 

nckney, who commanded on Sullivan^s Island with three hundred 

en, kepi up a brisk and well directed fire on tlie ships in their 

£sa^e. 1 wenty-seven seamen were killed or wounded, and the 

ips m general sustained damage. As the fleet was precluded 

»m an entrance into Cooper River, it anchored near the remains 

Fort Johnston, just without the range of sliot from the batteries of 

; town. The same day on which the fleet passed Fort Moultrie, 

5 first parallel of the besiegers was finished. The town being now 

Qost invested by sea and land, the British commanders summoned 

neral Lincoln to surrender ; but the general with modest fiimness 

ilied : " Sixty days have passed since it has been known that vour 

3ntions against this town were hostile, in which time has been 

)rded to abandon it ; but duty and inclination point to the propriety 

supporting it to the last extremity." 

The batteries of the first parallel wei-e now opened upon the tov*m, 
1 soon made a visible impression ; but the communication be- 
jen the country and the garrison was still kept open across Coo- 
' River, through which General Lincoln expected to receive his 
enforcements, and, if it should become necessary, to make good 
retreat. To prevent the reception of those re-enforcements, and 
)ut off that retreat, Sir Hemy Clinton detached Lieutenant Colo- 
Webster with one thousand four hundred men. By the ad van- 
guard of this detachment, composed of Tarleton's legion and 
guson's corps, the American cavalry, with the militia attached 
hem, were surprised in the night of tlie fourteentli of April, at 
gin's Bridge, near Monk's Comer, thirt v two miles from Cnarles- 
n, and completely routed and dispersed. The British now ex- 
led themselves to tlic eastward of Cooper river ; and about this 
3 Sir Henry CHnton received a re-enforcement of three thousand 
I from New- York. The garrison having no reasonable hope ofef- 
ng a retreat, by advice of a cx)uncil of war. called on tlie twenty- 
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first of April, an offer was made for surrendering the town on certain 
conditions ; but tliose conditions were instantly rejected by the Brit- 
ish commanders. The besiegers in the mean time were daily ad- 
vancing their works, and tlieir thii-d parallel was completed on the 
sixth of May- On the same day, the garrison of t ort Moultrie 
suncndered to Captain Hudson of the royal navy ; Colonel Pinck- 
ney with one hundred and 6fty of the men under his command hav- 
ing been withdrawn from that post to Charlestown. On the same 
day, also, the broken i-emains of the American cavalry, under Co- 
lonel White, were again surprised by Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton. 
on the banks of the Santee ; and the whole either killed, captured, 
or dispersed. 

Sir Henry Clinton, while thus successful in every operation, be- 
gan a coiTcspondence witli General Lincoln, and renewed his for- 
mer offers to the garrison, in case of their surrender ; but the terms, 
so far as they respected the citizens, being not satisfactory, the gar- 
rison recommenced hostilities. The British batteries of the third 
parallel now opened on the town, and did great execution. Shells 
and carcasses were thrown into almost all parts of the town ; and 
several houses were burned. The Hessian yagers, posted advan- 
tageously, fired their rifles with such effectj that numbei's of the be- 
sieged were killed at their guns ; and scarcely any escaped, who 
sliowed themselves over the lines. During this fire, which contioii- 
ed two days witlioutintemiission, the besiegei^s gained tlie counter- 
scarp of the work that flanked the canal ; pass^ the canal itself; 
and, advancing within twenty five yards of the American works, 

Prepared to make a general assault by land and water* The siege 
avmg been protracted until the eleventh, a great number of citizens 
of Charlestown on that day addressed General Lincoln in a petition, 
requesting his acceptance of the terms, which had been ofiered. 
The general wrote to Sir Heniy CHnton, dfcring to accept those 
terms, and received a favourable answer. A capitulation was sim- 
ed on the twelfth of May ; and the next day Major General Le3ie 
took possession of the town. The loss of tHe king's troops, during 
the sicee, was seventy-six killed, and one hundred and forty wouni£ 
ed. The loss of the Americans was eighty-nine killed, and one hun- 
dred and folly wounded. LT[)ward of four hundred pieces of artil- 
leiy were surrendered.* 

* Bj the articles of capitulation the garrison were to march out of town and to de- 
posit tlieir arms in front of the works; but the drums were not to beat a British march, 
nor the colours to be uncased. The contint ntal troops and aearnen were to keep theii 
l)agfiJa^^^ j»nd remain prisoners of war until exchanged. The militia were to be per- 
mitt'tl to return hnme as prisoners on parole ; and, while they should adhere to theii 
par..l< , were not to ho molested by the British troops, in person or property. The in- 
»ial)itants of all conditions, were to be considered as prisoners on parole, and to hold 
their property on the sume terms with the militia. The officers of the army and navy 
were to retain their servants, swords, pistols, and baggage unsearched. The number 
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After tliesiuTenderof Charlestown, Sir Henry Clintou made three 
letachments from his army ; the first and most consideral)le, to the 
lorthof the Santee, toward the frontiers of North CaroUna ; the 
econd, into the heart of the state on the south side of that river.; 
nd the third, up the Savannah towaid Augusta, i/ord Comwalhs, 
i^ho commanded the northern detachment, receiving iutelhgence, af- 
2r passing the Santee, that Colonel Buford with about four hundred 
len was Iving near the borders of North Cai-ohna, detaclied liieu- 
;nant Colonel Tarleton with the cavalry, and a new corps of light 
ifantry, called the legion, mounted on horse-back, to disperse that 
arty. After a rapid movement of one hundred and five miles in 
fty-four hours, Tarleton overtook Buford, in a line of march, at 
le Waxhaws, and totally defeated him.* 

Sir Henry CHnton, leaving about four thousand men for the soulh- 

m service under the commandof Lieutenant-General Cornwallis, 

nbarked early in June with the main army for New- York. 

As the British advanced to the upper part of South Carolina, a 

)nsiderable number of detcM-mined whigs retreated before them into 

orth Carolina. Colonel Sumplor, a distinguishi^d partisan in this 

ass of exiles, at the head of a little band of frecMnen, returned to his 

vn state ; and, after all ideas of farther resistance had been gene- 

Hy abandoned by liis fellow-citizens, t(X)k tiie field against the vic- 

rioiis British. On tlie twelfth of July, one hnndi-ed and thirty- 

reeofhis corps attacked and routed a detaclunent of the royal 

-ces and militia, which wei'e ix)sted in a lane at Williamson's 

mtation. This first success had a happy effect on the numerous 

ends of America in the north-western frontier of Soutli Carolina ; 

id the troops of Sunmter amounted in a few days to six hundred men. 

''ith this increase of strength, he made a spirited attack on a party 

the British at Rocky Mount, but was obliged to retreat. He next 

Lacked another of the royal detachments, consisting of tlic Prince 

Wales' regiment, and a large body of tories, posted at the 

anging Rock. The regiment of the Prince of Wales was almost 

rally destroyed. From two hundred and seventy-eight men it 

IS reduced to nine. 

in the mean time several corps of continental troops and militia, 

ving formed a junction, were conducted by Major-General Baron 

Kalb into South Carolina. On the twenty-seventh of July, 

' Colonel Buford with a few cavalry escaped, and about 100 infantry saved theni- 
res by flight ; but the regiment was almost demolished. According to Tarleton's 
tement, 113 were killed on the spot ; 150 so badly wounded as to be paroled be- 
186 they were incapable of being removed ; and 53 were carried away as prisoner?, 
e loss of the British amounted to 12 killed, and 5 wounded. It is affirmed, that the 
rant a truce was over, the design of whicii had been to consider the expediency oi 
rendering on the summons of Tarleton, the British cavalry made a furious charge 
the Americans, who had received no orders to engage, and who seem to have been 
^eriain whether to defend themselves or not ; that, in this state of dismay and con- 
.0!i, some threw down their arms and begged for q^uarter, while ott^ers fired on the 
^lanU ; and that no quarter was given. 
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tliey were jollied by General Gates, who, taking the chief cconmand, 
advanced by the main road toward Camden ; and after a tedious 
march through a country of pine baiTcns, sand hills, and swamps, 
reached C^lermont. At this place, thirteen miles from Camden, 
General Stephens arrived the next day with a large body of \ ir- 
ginia militia. The American army now amounted to three thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty-three ; but of this number nine hundred 
only were continental infantry, and seventy cavalry. Lord Raw- 
don, who had tlie principal command of the British troops on the 
frontiers of Carolina, had concentmted his forces at Camden; to 
which place Earl Comwallis hastened, on the approach of Gates, 
and anived there on the fourteenth of August. At ten in the even- 
hig of the fifteenth, his Loi-dship marched from Camden wth 
his whole force, consisting of seventeen hundred infantry, and 
three hundred cavalry, wiSi the intention of attacking the A men- 
cans in their camp at Clermont ; and nearly at the same tinve^ 
Gates, after ordering his baggage to the Waxhaws, put his arravin 
motion, to take a position al^ut seven miles fioni Camden, with a 
deep creek in front. As the two armies were marching on the same , 
road, in opposite directions, their advanced gnaixls met and fired on 
each other about half past two in the morning. Fixtm soqne prisosr . 
ers made on both sides, the commanders leained each other's move- | 
ments. Both armies halted, and were formed ; and the firing soqd 
ceased, as if by mutual consent. The ground, on which tlie two a^ 
mies thus accidentally met, was exceedingly favourable to Loiri 
CoiTiwallis. A swamp on each side secured his flanks, and luu^ 
rowed the ground in front; so as to render tlic superiority of the 
Americans, in numbers, of less consequence. 

In the morning of the 16th of August, a severe and general actioii 
was fought. The American army was formed in the fbllowine man- 
ner. The second Maryland brigade, commanded by General Gist, 
composed the right line, and was flanked by a morass ; the North 
Carolina militia, commanded by Major-General Caswell, composed 
tlie centre ; and the Virginia militia, under General Stephens, flank- 
ed also by a morass, and by the light infantiy, assisted by Colond 
Armand's corps, composed the left. The artillery was divided to 
the brigades. The Baron de Kalb commanded on tlie right of the 
line ; and the militia generals, their respective troops. The fint 
Maryland brigade, under General Smallwood, was posted two or 
three hundred yards in the rear, as a cwps de reseiTe. General 
Gates resolved to be in person where his presence would be most 
useful. The British army was formed in the following manner. 
The front line was composed of two divisions of the army undff 
Lord Rawdon and Lieutenant-Colonel Webster ; Webster's di- 
\dsion being to the right, and Lord Rawdon's to the left. These di- 
visions were disposed in such a manner, that the thirty-third 
jrcgiment on the left of Webster's, communicating with tlie vol- 
unteers qS Ireland on the right of Rawdon's, formed the centre 
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of the line; and to the front were attached two six pounders and 
two three pounders, under the direction of laeutenant Macleod of 
the royal artillery. The seventy-first regiment, with two six pound- 
ers, formed a second line, or reserve, one battalion being posted be- 
hind each wmg; and in the rear of the whole was the cavahy. 

The opposite amiies were thus ranged in order of battle. At the 
dawn of day, a British column appearing about two himdred yards 
in front of some pieces of artillery, which had been posted near the 
road in the American centre, Colonel Williams ordered those pieces 
to play on them ; and about tlie same time the British began to fonii 
the hne on their right. Oixlers to attack being given to Stephens, 
he immediately prepared to obey them. Advancing with his brigade 
of militia withm fifty paces of the enemy, who wei*e also advancing, 
he called out to his men, '' my brave fellows, w^e have bayonets as 
well as they, we will charge tliem." Lord Comwallis, mistaking 
the first movement of the Virginia militia for a niere change of dispo- 
sition, gave orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Webster to begin the at- 
tack. The charge was made with such promptitude and vigour, that 
the Virginia militia threw down their arms, and fled with the utmost 
precipitation ; and the greatest part of the North C/arolina militia 
soon followed the example. The American reserve was now brought 
mto action ; and General Gates, in conjunction with General Cas- 
well, retiring with the militia, endeavoured to rally them at advan- 
tageous passes in the rear of the field of action, but in vain. Lord 
Rawdon began the action on the left with no less vigour than Web- 
ster had done on the right ; l)ut here and in the centre the contest 
was more obstinately maintained by the Americans, whose artiller}- 
(fid considerable execution. £?v the flight of the militia however, 
their left flank was exposed, and the British light infantry and the 
twenty-third regiment, instead of pursuing the fugitives, came upon 
the flank of the continentals, who, after a brave resistance nearly 
three quarters of an hour, were thrown into total confusion, and 
fcrced togive way. Tarleton's legion charged tliem as they broke, 
and continued the pursuit to Hanging Hock, twent^'-two miles from 
the field of action. Two hundred and ninety American wounded 
prisoners were carried into Camden ; of which number two hundred 
8nd six were continentals ; eighty-two, North Carolina militia ; and 
two, Virginia militia. The Americans lost the whole of their artil- 
leiy, eight field pieces, and the gr(?atest part of their baggage. The 
Bairon de Kalb, w^hile making a vigorous charge at the head of the 
regiment of infantry, fell under eleven wounds; and with his aid-de- 
camp, Lieutenant-Colonel Du Bwsson, ^^ as taken prisoner. The 
Baron expired in a few houi-s.'^ General Ruthejford, of North Car- 

gm ■ ^^^^mm I ■ I ■ 11 .11 ■ 

• 

• The Baron de Kalb wes a German by birth, and had formerly been long in the 
Fieocb service. He was Ibe second in command in this action ; and gave new proofs 
of the brave and experienced officer. When he made his last charge, he was still igr- 
mrant of the flight of the left wing and centre* by reason of a thick almosrihrrr : and. 
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oliiKu was u ouiulecl and taken prisoner. The number of Ameiicaus 
killed in the action is not ascertained.* The loss of tlie British 
troops in tliis battle amounted to three hundi-ed and twenty-five; of 
whom sixty-nine were killed, two hundred and forty-five woimd- 
ed, and eleven missing. 

It had l)ecn the policy of tlie British, since the general submission 
of the inhabitants of South Carohna, to increase the royal force by 
emofxiyini^ tlie p(»ople of the country as a Britisli militia. In the dis- 
trict of j\inety Six, Major Ferguson, a partisan of distinguished 
merit, had been employed, to train tlie most loyal inhabitants, and to 
attach them to his own corps. That officer was now dii'ected by 
IxM'd Cornwallis to enter the western part of North Carolina near 
the mountains, and to embody tlie loyalists in that quarter for co-op- 
eration with his army. Cornwallis in the mean time conmienced 
liis march v\*ith the main anny from Camden, through the settlement 
of the VV axha ws, to Chailotteville in North Caroluia. About the 
same time. Colonel Clark, of Georgia, at the ln^ad of a small body of 
men, wliich he had collected in the frontiers of North and South 
C/arolir.a, advanced agauist Augusta, and laid seige to that place- 
Colon(J Brown, who with a few loyal provincials held that post f(tf 
the British, made a vigorous defence ; and, on the approach of 0010* 
nel Ouger with a i-e-enforcement from Ninety-Six, Clark relinquish- 
ed the enterprise, and made a rapid retreat through the country) 
along which he had marched to tlie attack. Major Ferguson, re- 
ceiving intelhgence of his movements, prepared to intercept him- 
The hardy mountaineers of Virginia and Nortli Carolina, collecting 
at tliis time from vaiious quarters, constituted a formidable force^ 
and advanced by a rapid movement toward Ferguson* At th^ 
same time Colonel Williams, from the neighbourhood of Ninety-Six: » 
and Colonel Tracy and Banan, also of South Carolina, conauctcd 
parties of men tov/ard the same points. Ferguson, having notice o^ 
their approach, commenced his march for Charlottevifle. Thic 
s(\(2rJ corps of militia, amountmg to nearly three thousand meiB • 
met at Gillxirt town, lately occupied by Perguson. About on^ 
thousand six hundred riflemen were immediately selected, anc: 
mounted on their fleetest hoi-ses, for the purpose of following th^ 
reti eating army. They came up vsnitli the enemy at King's Mouii - 
tain, where Ferguson, on finding that he should be overtaken, haC^ 
chosini his ground, and waited for an attack. The American^ 
fomied themselves into three divisions, led by Colonels Camp- 
bell, Slielby. and Cleaveland, and began to ascend tlie mountain urn. 

whcQ wounded and takeu, wonid scarcely^ believe that General Gates was defeated. 
[TarletoD.] Congress resolved that a monument should be erected to his memorj in 
Annapolis, 

* Exclusively of Baron de Kalb and General Rutherford, the numbers of killed, 
caplnred, nnd missing, in the actions of the 16th and 18th, were 4 lieutenant-colonels, 
3 majors, 14 captains, 4 captain lieutenants, 16 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 4 staff, 78 subal- 
terns, and 604 rank and file. [Gordon.] On the 18th, Tarleton surprised a body of 
Americans under General Sumpter, near Catawba Ford, and killed, captured or dis- 
persed them, with the loss of 9 men only killed, and 6 wounded. 
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three different and opposite directions. Ferguson, falling with groat 
boldness and impetuosity on the firet assailants willi fixed bayonets, 
compelled them to give way; but before one division could be dis- 
persed, another came up, and poured in a heavy fire. Against the 
second body of assailants the bayonet was again used with success; 
but before any material advantage could be gaiu(^d, a new enemy 
presented himself in another quarter. Ferguson again successfully 
used the bayonet; but both the corps, which had be(^n repulsed, 
now returning to the charge, a veiy galling fire was kept up against 
him on all sides. The action having been continued in this manner 
nearly an hour, Ma.jor Ferguson rocei\'ed a mortal wound, and in- 
rtantly expired. The survivors endc^d tlie contest by submission. 
In this sharp action, one hundred and fifty of Ferguson's party were 
killed on the s|X)t5 and about the same number wounded ; eight hun- 
dred and ten, of whom one hundred were British troops, were made 
prisoners ; and one thousand five hundred stand of excelkint anns 
were taken. 

General Sumpter, although his corps had been dispersed on the 
eighteenth of August by Colonel Tarleton, near the Catawba, soon 
after cjollected a band of volunteers ; and kept the field in South 
Carolina three months, when there was no continental army in the 
state. Varying his position about Evorec, Broad, and Tygcr rivers^ 
be had fi-equent skimiishes with the enemy, whom he incessantlv 
harassed. On the 12th of November he was attacked at Bi-oad 
River by Maior Wemys, commanding a corps of infantry and dra- 
goons ; but the British were defeated, and their commanding officer 
taken prisoner. Eight days afterward he was attacked at Black 
Slocks, near Tygcr River, by Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton, who 
began the attack with one hundred and seventy dragoons, and eighty 
men of the sixtj^-third regiment ; but, finding himself unable to dis- 
lodge the Americans, he retreated with considerable loss, and lefi 
Sumpter in quiet possession of the field. The zeal and activity, tlu^ 
bravery and good conduct of this American officer, at that trying 
period, procured him the thanks of congress, and the applause of iiis 
countiy. 

In the nortliern states, the military transactions of tliis year wcrr 
unimportant. Lord Stirling, in January, made an incll^ctual at- 
tempt to surprise a party of the enemy on Long f slaiui. 
'In June, hve thousand men, commanded by Lieutenant-General 
Kn)mhausen, made an incursioii from New- York into New-Jersoj*. 
lianding at Elizabethtown, they proceeded to (yonnecticuit Farms, 
where they burned about thirteen houses, and the preshyterian 
chui'ch, and then proceeded to Springfield. As th{\v advancuul, thev 
were annoyed by Colonel Dayton, with a few militia ; and, on their 

S preach to the bridge, near the town, tliey were faitlier opi)osed In 
sneral Maxwell, who, with a fow continental troops, was prepar- 
xl to dispute the passage. They made a halt, tlierefore, and soon 
ifter returned to Elizal)ethtown. Before thev had n^tn atcd. the 
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whole American army at Momslowii marched to oppose them. lit 
the mean time, Sir Henry Clinton, returning with liis victorious 
tixx)ps from Charlestown, ordered a re-enforcement to Knyphausen, 
who, with the whole body, advanced a second time toward Spring- 
field. The British were now opposed by General Greene, with a 
considenible body of continental troops. Colonel Angel, with his 
regiment and a piece of artillery, was posted to secure the bridge. 
A severe action was fought, which was kept up forty minutes ; after 
which tlu*, Americans were forced, by superior numbera, to retire. 
(Jeneral Greene took post with his troops on a range of hills, in the 
hope of being attacked ; but the British, having burned the town^ 
consisting of nearly fifty dwelhng-houses, retreated to Elizabethtown, 
and the next day set out on their return to New -York. The loss of 
tiie Americans in the action was about eighty ; and that of the Brit- 
ish was sup|)oscd to be considerable more.'** 

The year 1780 was distinguished by the infamous treason of Ar- 
nold. We quote Dr. Thacher's account of this affair, as the best 
we have seen. 

" From the commencement of the American war, General Arnold 
liad been viewed in the light of a brave and heroic officer, having 
exhibited abundant proof of his military aixloiu", and invincible tem- 
per. He fought in various battles, with an intrepid gallantry which 
cannot be exceeded, and it was from his braveiy in tlie field, more than 
any intrinsic merit, that liis character and fame were established. 
His meritorious services were amply rewarded by his promotion to 
the rank of Major-General, but his name has been transmitted to 
posterity with marks of infamy, and tlie pages of our history are 
tarnished by ilu^ record of cnmes of the most atrocioas character, 
by a native of our land. After the evacuation of Philadelphia by 
tlie British, Arnold was appointed to the command in that city, and 
such was hjs conduct, as respects botli his official station, and indi- 
vidual concerns, that his former standing and important services 
<x)uld no longer shield him from public odium, and the just censure of 
the gov(»niment. Bein^ afterward, by his own solicitation, entrusted 
with the command of the post at A\'est Point, he engaged in a secret 
corresponcl(»nce with Sir Henry Clinton, and actually agreed to put 
him in possession of this very important gai'rison. The British gen- 
eral, even* ready to avail himself of trcacheiy, to accomplish an 
obiecit wUxcM he could not achieve by the strength of his arms, 
selected Miijor John Andre, his adjutant-general and aid-de-canip, 
to have a personal interview with the traitor, to mature the plan, and 
make arrangements for the surrender of the post. A British sloo]) 
of war, called the Vulture, went up the North Biver, and anchored 
near King's Ferry, about twelve miles below West Point. On board 
ofthis vessel worc^ a (Colonel Robinson and Major Audrey under the 
assumed name of John Anderson. A communication was now 

♦ Ilolraes' Awtrican AnnaU, vol. m. p. 4S4-37. 
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aiaintained between Arnold, and the persons on hoard the Vulture, 
without exciting tlie least suspicion of treasonable designs. But a 
personal intervicjw was found necessary, and the place chosen for 
this pwpose was the beach near the house of Joshua Smith, Esq. 
who had long been suspected of a predilection for the British interest. 
In the night of the 21st September, Smith, by the desire of Arnold, 
went with a boat, rowed by some men employed on his farm, and 
broU|ght Major Andre, ahas John Anderson, on shore, where he was 
received by Arnold, and conducted to the house of Smith, within our 
lines. Andre remained concealed at Smith's house till the follow- 
ing night, when he became extiemely anxious to return on board 
the Vulture ; but the boatmen, whom Arnold and Smith had seduc- 
ed to bring him on shore the precluding night, could not be prevailed 
on to reconduct hun on board, as the Vulture had been driven from 
her station by a cannon on shore. Finding it hnpossible to procure 
a boat and men for the purpose, it was resolved that Andre should 
return to New-York by land, to which he reluctantly submitted, as 
the only alternative, to escape the danger into whicli he had been 
betrayed. For this hazardous attempt Arnold and Smith furnished 
him with a horse, and with clotlies, in exchange for his military uni- 
form ; and Arnold gave him a passport under the fictitious name of 
John Anderson, as being on public business. Thus prepared, and 
accompanied by Smith part of the way, he proceeded on his journey. 
The passport served his purpose till he got beyond all our out-posts 
and guards, without suspicion. They lodged together at Crompond, 
that night, and Smith having given him directions about the road, 
left him thie next morning, v^^thin about thirty miles of New- York. 
Having arrived at Tairytovvn, however, near the lines of the royal 
anny, Andre was arrested by one oi' three men, who were patrolling 
between tlie out-posts of tlic two armies. He held Ills horse by the 
Inridle, till his two companions came from their concealment, to his 
assistance. This was the moment which was to decide the fate of 
the adjutant-geneml of the royal army. Alarmed and disconcerted, 
inBtCTidofpi*oauchig his passport, he asked where they bc^longed ? tliey 
rephed, "To below," alluding to New-Yoik, " i\nd so do I," said An- 
dre, "I am a British otiicer, on urgent business, and must not be detain- 
ed.'' He was soon, however, undeceived, and conlbunded, on being 




ed to hold him in durance, anil realize his woith. The unfortunate 
prisoner now produced his gold watch, and said, " this will convince 
you that I am a gentleman, and if you \ai11 suffer me to pass, I will 
aend to New- York, apd give you ani/ amount you shall name^ in cash, 

^Ejiglish goo(]8 were, at that time, more valuable tlian gold or silver. It has, in 
general, been uo()cr«tood, that Andre offered his captors his horse, liis pur^e, and ft 
yaloal^ watcb, bat Df . fiostis attores me that the abvve ure the facts, ai^ stated to faim 
ft>7 Inaf Vf«i Vart, vho ^t ftop|)ed Andre. 

43 
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or in dry goods ;"* and, pointing to an adjacent wood, " you may 
keep me in that wood till it shall be delivered to you." All his 
offers, however, were rejected with disdain, and they declared that 
ten thousand guineas, or any other sum, would be no temptation. It 
was to their virtue, no less glorious to America^ than Araold's aposta- 
cy was disgraceful, that his detestable crimes were discovered. 
Their names ai-e John Paulding, David WiUiams, and Isaac Van 
Vert.* Taking their prisoner into the bushes, to undergo a search 
and examination, they found, concealed in his boots, the important 
papers, containing exact returns of the state of the forces, ordnance 
and defences at West Point, and its dependencies, with critical re- 
marks on the works, with a return of the number of troops at West 
Point, and their distribution : Copies of confidential letters from 
Geneml Washington, &c. &c., all in the hand writing of General 
Arnold. Besides which, it was ascertained that the traitor carried 
witii him to the interview, a general plan of West Point and its vicin- 
ity, and all the woilvs, and also particular plans of e^ch work on a 
large scale, elegantly drawn by the engineer at that post. But these 
were ^lot given up to Major Andre ; ii was supposed they were to 
be delivered at a future time. The captors then very properly de- 
livered their prisoner, with the papers found on him, into the hands of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jameson, the commanding officer on our lines. 
Andre, with the view, no doubt, of giving Arnold an opportunity to 
escape, had the address to induce Colonel Jameson to inform the 
traitor, by letter, that John Anderson was taken on his way to New- 
York. It is probable that Colonel Jameson had not examined the 
papers in his possession, or it may well be supposed, that having such 
ample evidence before him, he would have hesitated before comply- 
ing with this request ; but unsuspicious of treachery, and under the 
embarrassment of the moment, as though his mind was bewildered, 
or devoid of reason, he immediately despatched an express to Ar- 
nold, at Robinson's house, with the intelligence. 

After sufficient time had elapsed for Arnold to receive the infor- 
mation, and make his escape. Major Andre declared himself, to . 
Colonel Jameson, to be the Adjutant-Greneral of the British army. 
Sensible of the finesse which had been practised on him, Colonel 
Jameson now despatched an express to meet General Washington, 
on his return from Hartford to Arnold's quarters, with an account of 
the capture of Major Andre, and the papers which were found on 
him, and this was accompanied by a letter from the prisoner, dis- 
closing to his Exwillency his real character and condition, and 

♦Conjrrpssrpsolved " That they have a high sense of the virtuous and patriotic con- 
duct of John Fauldino^, David Williams, and Isaac Van Vert — In testimony whereof, 
ordered, that each of thoru receive annually, two hundred dollars in specie, or an equiv- 
alent in the current money of these states, during life, and that the Board of War be 
directed to procure each of them a silver medal, on one side of which shall be a shield, 
with this inscription, Fidehtyy and on the other, the following motto, Vintit amor 
Patria^ and forward them to the commander in chief, who is requested to preBcnt the 
^me, with rt copy of this resolution, and the thanks of Cangross for their fidelity, and 
the emiaent eervige they have rendered their couotiy. 
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lelating tlie manner of liis capture, &,c. It unfortunately liappon- 
ed that the express took a dirtercnt road and missed of meeting: the 
Commander in Chief, and Arnold first received the inJoimalion 
about ten o'clock on the morning of the 25th September. At this 
moment Major Shaw and Dr. JVlcHeniy, two of his Excellency's 
aids, had arrived, and were at breakfast at Arnold's table. His 
confusion was visible, but no one could devise the cause^ Struck 
with the pressing danger of his situation, expecting General Wash- 
ington would soon arrive, the guilty traitor called instantly for a 
* norse, any one^ ei^en if a waggmi' hnrse^^^ — bid a hasty adieu to his 
wife, and enjoined a positive order on the messenger not to infoiifn 
tliat he was the bearer of a letter from Colonel Jameson, and having 
repaired to his barge, he ordered the cockswain, with eight oarsmen, 
to proceed down the river, and he was soon on board the Vulture, 
which Andre had left two nights before, and which immediately, 
sailed with her prizt> for New- York. General Washington arrived 
about twelve o'clock, and was informed that Arnold had absented 
himself, saying he was going to West Point, and should soon return. 
His Excellency passed over the river to view the works there, but 
not finding Arnold at his post he returned in the hope of meeting 
him at his quarters. But here he was again disappointed, for no 
person could account for his absence. Mrs. Aniold was now in her 
chamber, in great agitation and distress depri^red of her reason, and 
Dr. Eustis in attendance. At a lucid, interval she inquired of the 
doctor if General Washington was in the house, desiring to see him* 
Believing that she intended to say sometliing which would explain 
the secret of Arnold's unaccountable al)sence, he hastened below^ 
and conducted the general to her chamber, who remained no longer 
than to hear her deny that he was General Washijigton, and to wit- 
ness the return of her distraction. His Excellency sat down to dine, 
but soon rose from the table with apparent agit&tion- called out 
Colonel Lamb, the commander of artillery at West I'oint, and ex- 

fressed to him his suspi(*ion that Arnold had deserted to the c^nemy. 
n less than two hours it was ascertained thai the fxwjecture was 
too well founded, for the despatches arrived from Colonel Jameson, 
with an account of the capture of Major Andre, accompanied by 
his own letter of confession. Major Andre was conducted to West 
Point, and thence to head quarters at Tappan, and a board, consist- 
ing of fourteen general ofiicers, was constituted and directed to sit 
on the 29th September, for his trial. It was to have been expected 
that Sir Henry Clinton would make every possible overture and ex- 
ertion with the hope of rescuing his friend^ and the a(ljut ant-general 
of his army, from an ignominious death. Accordingly he addn^sscd 
General Washington, claimed the release of Major Andic, alleging 
that he ought not to be considered in the character of a spy, as he 
had a passport from, and was transacting busuicss under the sanc- 
tion of General Arnold ; but arguments so obviously absurd and 
(iilftle could have no influence, and the prisoner was order(*d boforti^ 
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the militarj' tribunal for trial, and the following are the particulars 6r^ 
their j[)roceedings : — 

Major Andie, Adjutant-General to the British army, was brought^ 
before the board, and the foUowinfi: letter from General Washington ^ 
to the board, dated Head Quarters, Tappan, September 29th, 1780, , 
was laid before them and i-ead. 

" Gehtlemen, 

*' Major Andre, Adjutant-General to the British army, will be broaght be — 
fore jouy for jour examination. He came within our lines in the night, on anra 
Joter?iew with Major-General Anmid, and in an assumed character ; and iras-^ 
taken within our lines, in a disguised habit, with a pass under a feigned name, « 
and with the enclosed papers concealed on him. After a careful examination, 
you will be pleased, as speedily as possible, to report a precise state of his 
case, together with your opinion of the light in which he ought to be con- 
sidered, and the punishment that ought to be inBicted. The Judge Advo- 
cate will attend to assist in the examuiation, who has sundi^ other papersyer 
relative to this matter, which he will lay before the Board. 

" I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your 

most obedient and humble servant, 

" G. WASHINGTON. 



ti 



To the Board of General Officers^ 



cowDcned at Tappan, 



♦r^ 



i 



The names of the officers, composing the Board, were read ta 
Major Andre, with the following letter of his to General Washing-* 
ton, namely : 

" Salem, Z4tk September, 1780. 

** Sir— What I have as yet said, concerning myself, was in the justifiable 
attempt to be extricated ; I am too little accustomed to duplicity to have 
succeeded. ^ 

*' I be^ your Excellency will be persuaded, that no alteration in the temper 
of my mmd, or apprehension for my safety, induces me to take the step of* 
addressing you, but that it is to secure mypelf from an imputation of havii^ 
assumed a mean character for treacherous purposes or self mterest — a conduct 
incompatible with the principles that actuated me, as well as with my condi- 
tion in life. 

" It i£ to vindicate my fame, that I speak, and not to solicit security. 

" The person in your possession, is Major John Andre, Adjutant-General to 
the British army. 

** The influence of one commander in ^he army of his adversary is an ad- 
vantage taken in war. I agreed to meet on ground not within the posts of 
cither army, a person who was to give me intelligence ; I came up in the Vul- 
Jiire, man of war, for this eflfect, and was fetched by a boat from the shore to 
the beach : being there, I was told that the approach of day would prevent 
my return, and that I must be concealed till the next night. I was in my regi- 
mentals and had fairly risked by person. 

" As'ainst my stipulation, my intention, and without my knowledge before 
hand,! was conducted within one of your posts. Your Excellency may con- 
ceive my sensation on this occasion, and will imagine how mueh more 1 must 
have been aflfected by a refusal to reconduct me back the next night, as 1 had 
been brought. Thus become a prisoner, 1 had to concert my escape. / mit^ 
ted my untform, and was passed another way in the night, without the Amencail 

gosts to neutral ground, and informed, I was beyond all armed parties and left 
» press for New-Tork. I \^as taken at Tarry town by some volunte«2r8. 



I-. 
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^^ Thus as I have had the honour to relate, was I betrayed into the vile con-^ 
^ition of an enemy in disguise within your posts. 

** Having avowed myself a British officer, I have nothing to reveal but ^at 
relates to myself, which is true on the honour of an officer and a gentleman. 

** The request I have to make your Excellency, and 1 am coascious I address 
myself well, is that in any rigour which policy may dictate, a decency of con- 
duct towards me, may evince that though unfortunate, I am branded with 
nothing dishonourable, as no motive could be mine but the service of my king, 
and as I was involuntarily an impostor. 

^' Another request is, that 1 may be permitted to write an open letter to Sir 
Henrv Clinton, and another to a friend for clothes and linen. 

^ I take the liberty to mention the condition of some gentlemen at Charles- 
ton, who, being either on parole or under protection, were engaged in a con- 
spiracy against us. Though their situation is not simil ir, they are objects who 
may be set in exchange for me, or are persons whom the treatment 1 receive 
ttwbt affect. 

* It is no less, sir, in a confidence in the eenerositjr of your mind, than oe 
account of your superior station, that I have chosen to importune you with this 
letter. I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your Excellency's mosC 
obedient and humble servant, 

*' John Andre, Acyutant-General. 
'^iffif Excellency General WcLshington, fyc» ^c^c.^^ 

On being asked whether he confessed or denied the matters con- 
tained in this letter, he acknowledged the letter, and in additioA 
stated, that he came on shore from the Vulture, sloop of war, in th^ 
night of the 21st of September instant, somewhere Under the Ha- 
verstraw Mountain. That the boat he came on shore in, carried no 
fiag^ and that he had on a surtout coat over his regimentals, and that 
he wore his surtout coat when he was taken. That he met General 
Arnold on the shore, and bad an interview with him there. He also 
said, that when he left the Vulture, sloop of war, it was understood, 
he was to return that night ; but it was then doubted, and if he could 
iK)t return, he was promised to be concealed on shore in a place q( 
safety till the next nighty when he was to return in the same manner 
he came on shore, and when the next day came he was solicitous to 
get back) and made inquiries in the co>iise of the day how hr 
should return, when he was informed he could not return that wav* 
and he must take the ix)ute he did afterwards. He also said, that 
jJhe first notice he had of his being within any of out postSy was, hi?* 
oeing challenged by the sentry, which was the first night he was on 
shore. He also said, that in the evening of the 22d of September, 
instant, he passed Kins^s ferry j between mrr posts of Stony and Ver- 
plank^s points, in the dress he is at present in, and which he said was 
not his regimentals, and which dress he procured after he landed 
fixHn the V ulture, and when he was within our post, and that he was 
proceeding to New York, but was arrested at Tarrytown, as he has 
JoeDtionea in his letter, on Saturday, the 23d of September, instant;, 
about nine .o^clock in the morning* 

The Board having interrogated Major Andre, about his concep- 
ti0D of his coming on shore under the sanction of a flag, he said, that 
ft fffan impossible for him to suppose he came on shore nmer that sane 
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Hon, and added, that if he came on sliore under that sanctioD, liecer- 
tainiv miglit have returned under it. 

Major Andre having acknowledged the preceding facts, andhm 
asked whether he had any thing to say respecting them, answeredt 
he left tht'm to operate with the Board. 

The examination of Major Andre being conclilded, he ivas re- 
manded into custody. 

*' The Board having considered the letter from his Excellency, GokoI 
Washington, respecting Major Andre, Adjutant General to the Bntish amrjTi 
the confession ofMajor Andre, and the papers produced to them, report tous 
£xcellenc)r, the Commander in Chief, the following facts, which apporto 
them relative to Major Andre. First, that he came on shore from tfc VJ- 
ture, Aloop of war, in the night of the 21st of September, instant, on an idler- 
vifw with General Arnold, in a private and secret manner. Secondly, tkAht 
chiinK<-'l his dress within our lines, and under a feigned name, and disgnittd 
hnhit, passed our works at Stony and Veiiplank's Points, in the evenini^ of the 
22(1 of September, instant, and was taken on the morning of the 23d of Sep- 
tiTnluT, at Tarrytown, in a disguised habit, being then on his way to Xeir- . 
York ; and when tak^ii he had in his possession several papers wbidicoo- 
laini'd iiititlligence for the enemy. The Board havii^ maturely considered 
tlii'Mr (arts, do also report to his Excellency General Washington, that Major 
Andn*. Ailjutant (iriioral to the British army, ought to be considered asa stifr 
friMn till- fiirmy, and that agreeably to the law and the usage of natkNH it is 
thfiir opinion lie ought to .suffer death." 

Signed, 

Natiunik.i. Grrene, Major-General and President.* 

SrinMNtt, — — 

St. Ci.AiR, — — ^ , 

La Favktte, — — 

K. Howe, — — 

Stlubrn, — — 

Samuel H. Parsons, Brigadier-General. 

James Clintow , — — 

Henry Knox, — — Arlillef^ 

John Glover, — — 

John Paterson, — — 

Edward Hand, — — 

John Huntington, — — 

John Stark, — — 

John Lawrence, Judge Advocate General. 

Head Quarters^ ( 
September 30th, nBO, V 
** The Commander in Chief approves of the opinion of the Board of Gene- 
ral Officers, respecting Major Andre, and orders that the execution of Mzyst 
Andre take place to- morrow, at five o'clock, P. M." 

Durinc the trial of this unfortunate officer, he conducted with un- 
exampled magnanimitv and dignity of character. He very freely 
and candidly confessed all the circumstances relative to himself, and 
carefully avoided every expression that might have a tendencv to 
implicate any other person. So firm and dignified was he in "his 
manners, and so honourable in all his proceedings on this most trying 
ficcasion, that he excited universal mterest in his favour. He t^ 
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Juested only to die the death of a soldier, and not on a gibbet. The 
allowing is a copy of a very pathetic letter from Major Andre to 
General Washington, dated 

Tappan, October I si, 1780. 

*' Buoyed above the terrors of death, by the consciousness of a life devot- 
ed to honourable pursuits, and stained with no action that can give me re- 
morse, 1 trust that the request 1 make to your Excellency at this serious pe- 
riod, and which is to soften my last moments, will not be rejected. Sympathy 
towards a soldier will surely induce your Excellency, and a military tribunaf, 
to ftdapt the mode of my death to the feelings of a man of honour. Let me 
W>pe, Sir, if aiight in my character impresses you with esteem towards me, if 
Might in my misfortunes marks me as the victim of policy, and not- of resent- 
nent, I ^all experience the operation of these feehngs m your breast by be- 
ky mfonoed that I am not to die on a gibbet. 

I have the honour to be your Excellency's 

most obedient add most humble servant, 

John Andre, Adjutant-General 

to the British army. 

This moving letter, as may be supposed, affected the mind of Gen- 
eral Washington with the tenderest sympathy, and it is reported that 
he submitted it to a council of general officers, who decided that as 
Major Andre w^as condemned as a spy, the circumstances of the 
case would not admit of the request being granted, and his ExceK 
lency, from a desire to spare the feelings of the unfortunate man, de- 
clined making a reply to the letter. 

October IsL — I went this afternoon to witness the execution of 
Major Andre, — a large concourse of people had assembled, the gal- 
lows was erected, and the grave and coffin prepared to receive the 
remains of this celebrated but unfortunate officer ; but a flag of truce 
arrived with a communication from Sir Henry Clinton, making 
another and further proposals for the release of IVfajor Andre, in con- 
sequence of which tne execution was postponed till to-morrow, at 
twelve o'clock, 

The flag which came out this morning l)rought General Robert- 
son, Andrew Ehot, and William Smith, Esqrs. for tlie purpose of 
pleading for the release of Major Andre, the royal army being in the 
peatest affliction on the occasion. The two latter gentlemen, not 
being military officers, were not permitted to lancl, but General 
Greene was appointed by his excellency to meet General Robertson 
at Dobb's ferry, and to receive Ins communications. He had no- 
thing mateiial to urge, but that Andre had come on shore under the 
sanction of a flag, and therefore could not be considered as a spy. 
But this is not true ; he came on shore in the night, and had no flag. 
on business totally incompatible with the nature of a flag. Besides, 
Andre himself, candidly confessed, on his trial, that he did not con- 
sider himself under the sanction of a flag. General Robertson, hav- 
ing failed in his point, requested that the opinion of disinteresterf 
jpersons might be taken, and proposed Generals Knyphausen ami 
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llochambeau as proper persons. After this he had recourse to 
threats of retaliation on some people in New- York and Charleston, 
but he was told that sucli conversation could neither be heard nor 
understood. He next urged the release of Andre on motives of hu- 
manity, saying, he wishecian intercourse of such civilities as might 
lessen the horrors of war, and cited instances of General Clinton's 
merciful disposition, adding that Andre possessed a great fiJiare of 
that gentleman's affection and esteem, and that he would be in&rite- 
ly obliged i( he was spared. He offered, that if his earnest wishes 
were complied with, to engage that any prisoner in their possesaioD, 
whom General Washington might name, should immediately be set 
at liberty. But it must be viewed as the height of absurdity thai 
.General Robertson should, on this occasion, suffer himself to be the 
bearer of a letter which the vile traitor had the consummate eSbcxA- 
ery to write to General Washington. This insolent letter is filled 
with threats of retaliation, and the accountability of his Excellency 
for the torrents of blood that might be spilt if he should order tte 
execution of Mjyor Andre. It should seem impossible that General 
Robertson could suppose that such indolence would receive any other 
treatment than utter contempt. 

October 2d. — Major Andre is no more among tlie living. I have 
just witnessed his exit. It was a tragical scene of the deepest inter- 
est During his confinement and trial, he exhibited those proud and 
elevated sensibilities which designate greatness and dignity of nund. 
Not a murmur or a sigh ever escaped him, and the civilities and 
attentions bestowed on him were politely acknowledged. Having 
left a mother and two sisters in England, he was heard to mention 
them in terms of the tenderest affection, and in his letter to Sir 
Henry Clinton, he recommends them to his particular attention. 

The principal guard officer, who was constantly in the room with 
the prisoner, relates that when the hour of his execution was an- 
nounced to him in the morning, he received it without emotion, and 
while all present where affected with silent gloom, he retained a firm 
countenance, with calmness and composure of mind. Observing his 
servant enter the room in tears, he exclaimed, " leave me till you 
can show yourself more manly." His breakfast being sent to him 
from the table of General Washington, which had been done every 
day of his confinement, he partook of it as usual, and having shaved 
and dressed himself, he placed his hat on the table, and cheerfully 
said to the guard officera, " I am ready at any moment, gentlemen, 
to wait on you." The fatal houi- having arrived, a large detachment 
of troops was paraded, and an immense concourse of people assem- 
bled ; almost all our general and field officers, excepting his Excel- 
lency and his staff, were present on horseback ; melancholy and 
gloom pervaded all ranks, and the scene was affectingly awful. I 
was so near during the solemn march to the fatal spot, as to observ^ 
every movement, and participate in every emotion which the melan« 
oholy scene was calculated to produce. Major Andre walked froii^ 
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the stone house, in which he bad been confined, between two of our 
wbaltern oflicers, arm in arm ; the eyes of the immense ^nullhiide 
were fixed on him, who, rising superior to the fears ofdcai'i tippear- 
•d as if conscious of the dignified deportment which he displayed. 
He betrayed no want of fortitude, but retained a complacc^nt smile, 
on his countenance, and politely boweil to several gentlemen win^m 
be knew, which was respectfully returned. It wasTiis earnest dcsi;^ 
to be shot, as being the mode of death most conformable to the )eel- 
iogli of a military man, and he had indulgixi the hope that his rcqui?st 
would be gi-anted. At the moment, theivfore, when suddenly iie 
came in view of the gallows, he involuntarily started backward, and 
made a pause. " \Vhy this emotion, sir,'' said an oificer by his side ? 
Instantly recovering his composure, he said, " 1 am reconciled to my 
death, but I detest the mode." While waiting and standing near 
the gallows, I observed some degree of trepidation ; placing his foot 
QD a stone, and roding it over, and choking in his throat, as if at- 
temptiDg to swallow. So soon, however, as he perceived that things 
were in readiness, he stepped quickly into the waggon, and at this 
moment he appeared to shrink, but instantly elevatmg his head \vith 
firamess, he said, " It will be but a momentary pang," and takinc 
from his pocket two white handkerchiefs, the provost marshal with 
0063 loosely pinioned his ai-ms, and with the other, the victim, after 
taking off his hat and stock, bandaged his own eyes with perfect 
firamess, which melted the hearts, and moistened the cheeks, not 
only of his servant, but of the throng of spcctatoi's. The rope being 
appended to the gallows, he slipped the noose over his head and ad* 
justed it to his neck, without the assistance of the awkward execu- 
tioner. Colonel Scammel now informed him that he iiad un 
opportunity to speak, if he desired it ; ho raised the handkerchief 
(irom his eyes and said, " I pray you to bear me witness that I meet 
my iate like a brave man." The waggon being now removed from 
under him, he was suspended, and instantly expired ; it proved in- 
deed " but a momentary pang." He was dressed in his royal regi- 
inentals and boots, and his remains, in the same dress, were placed 
in an ordinary coffin, and interred at the foot of the gallows ; and 
the spot was consecrated by the teai-s of thousands. Thus died, in 
the bloom of life, the accompUshetl Major Andre, the pride of the 
royal army, and the valued friend of Sir Heniy Clinton. He was 
about twenty-nine years of age, in his person well proportioned, tall, 
genteel and graceful. His mien respectable and dignified. His 
countenance mild, expressive and prepossessing, indicative of an 
intelligent and amiable mind. His talents are said to have been of 
:i superior cast, and being cultivated in early life, he had made very 
i.'onsiderable proficiency in literary attainments. Colonel Hamilton, 
aid de camp to General Washington, having had an inteiTie\v witli 
iiim, entertained an exalted opinion of his chamcter. In the line of 
liis profession, Major Andre was considered as a skilful, brave and 
«*nterpriziDg officer, anrl he is reported to havo been benevolent and 
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hinnaiie to our people who have been piisoners in New- York- 
:Vlilitiir>' glor}' was the main spring of his actions, and the sole object 
of his pursuits, and he was advancing rapidly in the gratification of 
his ambitious views, till, by a misguided zeal, he became a devoted 
viflim. lie enjoyed the confid(jnce and friendship of Sir Henry 
( 'linton, I)eing consulted in his counsels and admitted to the secrets 
of his cabinet. I'lie heart of sensibility mourns when a life of so 
nnich w<irth is sacrificcnl on a gibbet. General Washington was 
called to discharge a duty from which his soul revolted ; and it is 
asserted that his hand could scarcely command his pen, when sign- 
ini: the wanant for tln^ exix'ntion of Major Andre. But, however 
abhonvnt in the \icw of humanity, the laws and usages of war roust 
Ih* oU^\ihI. and in all avmiiK it is decreed, that the gallows shall be 
th« tiueof «spir*i t"i\^n iluM^nemv. It was universally desired that 
MrtbM* Xi^in^ sIvMild e\|vrience every possible favour and indul- 
t^^nic. «\\usis;cn! wiih his |ie<niliar circumstances, but it was well 
,Nvwv^-\\\ f?\r, s^ivMiKi Iv l>c uvlulinxl in his request to be shot, it 
\\ ,*,/,' ■-* *\ 'hci: ht< cj^'Si* athniiiixJ of extenuation, and it might be 
^^ Nil'NN- w Vi^^ r? i*r*:ico ho ouihl to Ix^ convicted as a spy."* 

V V ^^A'\\r^: cr.*it\HMi^ of Major Andre, are worth pi"eser\'ing 
t^ t'r'^ ^^*^Mv\^v^ the first is given by a Mr. Drewy : — 

X v.'Mji'j^ fcMrfv iV\>i« New- York made an inroad into our settlement near 
,,>.*. ,.'1^^ Tbr (tri^hlHHirs soiin aissembled to oppose them ; and, though not 
»'s« w mVvM \ <f Ai^ old. I turned out with my friends, hi company was another 
Vv ut .»^v -tmi siro iiearly about my oivn speed. We had counted on Sifiae 
Jtu^^ kiin ih< Briiish were not to be driven so easily as we had expected- 
Mt"'Jin!^ tht'ir enuind, tiiry not only put us to flight, but captured several of 
v^H ^uMv ; mf4!ft(f ikihi the of^r 6oy among them. They presently set out 
\\ t;S UH ror Wmv York : and, all the way, as we were going:, my heart ached to 
chuik how my |.HH»r mother and sisters would be distressed »vben night came, 
an.! { did m\ return. Soon as they brought me in sight of the prison, I was 
ilruck with horror. The gloomy walls, and frightful guards at the doors, and 
Hiefched crowds at the iron windows, together with the thoughts of being 
kKkt-J up there in dark dungeons with disease and death, so overcame me. 



n-otJuM- anri si^tcfrs at home. " JVell, well, my dear child, 'said hfijdonU cry 
dvn t cry any /''"re." fhen turning to the jailor ordered him to stop till he 
shou d come buck, riiough but a boy. jet I was deeply struck with the 
wonderful 'JifhTence betwixt thts man and (he rest around me. He appeared 
l() me like a brother ; thei/ like. hr%itcs. I asked the jailor who he was. ''Why 
Vuii\ Major Mdrc. 'said he angrily) the adjutant -general of the army; and 
u.v may thank ijour stars that lie saw you ; for I suppose he is gone to thegener- 
41/ ro hrg you 'J7, as he has done many ofyuvr r/--5 rebel countruitiefir In a 
short limcj be returned : and with great joy in his countenance called out— 
' n fil, my boys^ I ve good news, good news for you ! The General has given 




♦ Thachur'f Militniy Journal, p. 258-75. 
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published, bis Hudibrastic poem, called the ^' Cow-chase/' the object of which 
was to ridicule some of the American officers, particularly General Wajn^. 
Tkt last verse seems prophetic — 

*' And now I close my epic straiin, 
I tremble as I shew it, » 

Lest this same warrio'drorer, Wayne, • 
Should ever catch the Poet." 

**In November, Major Talmage crossed the Soiiqd to Long Island 
with righty men ; made a circuitous march of Iwonly miles to Fort 
George, and almost instantly reduced it. He iiad but one man 
wounded. Eight of the enemy were killed and wounded, and a 
fieutenant cdlonel, a captain, and fifty-five privates, captured- 

The British corps and recruits, sent to America and the West 
Indies this year, amounted to ten thousand two bundled and 'thirty- 
seven. By returns on the first of December, the British land forces, 
serving under General Clinton, amounted to nineteen thousand one 
hundred and fifty-three ; in Canada, three thousand three hundred 
aiid eighty-five ; in the West-Indies, seven thousand one hundred 
and thirty ; and under the convention of Saratoga, one thousand six 
hundred and forty-six. 

The successes of the British, after the reduction of Savannah and 
Charlestown, encouraged them to a vigorous invasion of JNorth 
Carolina. The American army, after its defeat and dispcreion on 
the sixteenth of August, 1 780, rendezvoused at Hillsborough ; and 
toward the close of the year advanced to Charlottetown. At this 
place General Gates transferred the command to General Greene, 
whom congress had sent to take charge of the southern army. The 
whole of this army consisted of ajx)ut two thousand men, more than 
half of whom were militia. With this inconsiderable body of troops, 
miserably provided, General Greene took the field against ;a superior 
regular force, which had already marched in triumph two hundred 
miles fix)m the sea-coast. Soon after he took the command, he 
divided his force, and sent Geneml Moi^an with a respectable 
detachment to the western extremity of South Carolina, and marched 
with the main body to Hick's Creek, on tlie north of the Tcdee, op- 
posite to Cheraw Hill. 

On the entrance of General Morgan into the district of Ninety-Six, 
Lord Comwallis, who was far advanced in his preparations for the 
invasion of North Carolina, found it necessary to drive him from tliis 
«C&tion, that he might not leave an enemy in his rear. Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton was therefore ordered to proceed with about eleven 
hundred men, and "push him to the utmost." Tarleton had two^ 
field pieces, and a superiority of infantry in the proportion of five to' 
four, and of cavalry the proportion of three to one. With these ad- 
vantages, he engaged Morgan at the Cowpens, near Pacolet River, 
on the seventeenth of January, 1781. The attack was begun by the 
first line of infantry, consisting of the seventh regiment, the infantry 
of the legion, and corps of light infantiy annexed to it ; a tioop of 
cavalry was placed on each flank ; the first battalion of the seventy 
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first and the itimainder of the cai-alry formed the re^serve. General 
Morgan had drawn np his men in two lines. The front line waB 
composed entirely of militia, placed under tJie command of Colonel 
Pickens, and was advanced a few yards before the second, with 
orders to form on the ri^ht of the second when foreed to retire. 
Maior M'Dowcll with a battalion of the North Carolina volunteers, 
and Major Cunningham with a battalion of Georgia volunteers, 
were advanced aliout one hundred and fifty yards in front of this line* 
The second line consisted of the light infantry, and a corps of Vir- 
ginia riflemen- The cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Washing- 
ton were dmwn up at some distance in the rear of the whole. The 
British, led lo tlie attack by Tarleton himself, advanced with a shout, 
and poured in an incessant fire of musketry. The militia, though 
they leceived the charge with firmness, were soon compelled to fall 
hack into the rear of the second line; and this line^in its turn, after 
an obstinate conflict, was com[)elled to retreat to the cavalry. At 
this luncture, I^ieutenant Colonel Washington made a successful 
charge on Captain Ogilvie, who with about forty dragoons was 
cutting down the retreating militia ; Lieutenant Colonel Howard,, 
almost at the same moment, rallied the continental troops, and 
charged with fixed bayonets; and the militia instantly followed the 
example. By these sudden and unexpected charges, the British, who 
had considered the fate of the day decided, were thrown into confu- 
sion, and driven from the ground with great slaughter. Howard 
and Washington pressed the advantage, which they had respectively 
gained, until the artillery and a great part of the infantry had sur- 
rendered. So sudden was the oefeat, that two hundred and fi% 
horse, which had not been brought into action, fled with precipita- 
tion. The first battalion of the seventy-first, and two British light 
infantry companies, laid down their arms to the AniericaD militial 
Upward of three hundred of the British were killed or woundedi 
and above five hundred taken prisoners- Eight hundred muskets, 
two field piecas, two standards, thirty-five baggage waggons, and 
one hundred dragoon horses, fell into the hands of the conquerors. 
Of the Americans, twelve men only were killed, and sixty wounded. 
Congress, in honour of the good conduct of General Morgan, pre- 
sented him a gold medal ; to lieutenant Colonels Washington and 
Howard, meclals of silver ; and to Colonel Pickens, a sword. 

Lord Comwallis was surprised and mortified, but not dispirited, 
by intelligence of this disastrous event. With the expectation of 
retaking the prisoners, and the intention of obliterating the impression 
made by the late defeat, his lordship instantly determined on the 
pursuit of Morgan, who had moved off with his prisoners toward 
Virginia. The movements of the roval army induced (Jeneral 
Greene immediately to retreat from flick's Ureek ; and, leaving 
the main army under the command of General Huger, he rode one 
hundred and fifty miles through the country to join the detaclunent 
under General Morgan, that fie might be in front of liord Comwallis^ 
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and 90 direct both divisions of his army, as to form a speedy junction 
between them* Greene, on his amval, ordered the pnsoners to 
Charlotteville, and directed the troops to Guilfoi-d court house, to 
which place he had ordered GeneraJ Huger to piToceed with tlio 
main army. In this retreat the Americans endured extreme hard- 
ships with admirable fortitude. The British urged the pursuit with 
such rapidity, that they reached the Catawba on the evening of the 
same day on which the Americans crossi^d it ; and before the next 
morning a heavy fall of rain rendered that river impassable. A pas- 
sagie at length being affected, the pursuit was continued. The 
Americans, bj^ expeditious, movements, crossed the Yadkin on the 
second and third cmys of Februaiy, and secured tlieir boats on the 
ncith ade ; but the British, though close in their rear, were incapable 
of crossing it, through the want of l)oats, and the rapid rising of the 
river from preceding rains. This second remarkable escape con- 
firmed the Americans in the belief, that their cause was favoured by 
Heaven. 

After a junction of the two divisions of the American army at 
Guilford court house, it was concluded in a council of officers, call- 
ed by General Greene, that he ought to retire over the Dan, and to 
av<na an engagem'^nt until he should be re-enforced. Lord Corn- 
wallis kept the upper countries, where only the rivers are fordable, 
and attempted to get between General Greene and Virginia, to cut 
offhis retreat, and oblige him to tight under many disadvantages; 
but the Americ;an general completely eluded him. So urgent was 
the pursuit of the British, that on the fourteenth of February the 
American light troops were coinpelled to retire upward of forty 
miles ; and on that day General Greene, by indefatigable exertions, 
transported his army over the Dan into Virginia. Hei-e again the 
pressure was so plose, that the van of the British just arrived, as the 
rear of the Americans had crossed. The continental army being 
now driven out of North Carolina, Earl Comwalhs left the Dan, and 
proceeded to Hillsborough, where he set up the royal standaitl. 
Greene, perceiving the necessity of some spinted measure to coun- 
teract his LfOrdship's influence on the inhabitants of the country, 
concluded at every hazard to recross the Dan. After maneuvering 
in a very masterly manner to avoid an action with Cornwallis three 
weeks, during which time he was often obliged to ask bread of the 
common soldiers, his army was joined by two brigades of militia 
fiom North CaroHna, and one from Virginia, together with four hun- 
dred regulars. This re-enforcement giving him a superiority of 
nmnbers, he determined no longer to avoid an engagement. The 
American army consisted of about foiu* thousand four hundred men, 
of which more than one half were militia; the British, of about two 
thousand four hundred, chiefly veteran troops. The Americans 
were drawn up in three lines. The front line was composed erf" 
North Carolina militia, commanded by Generals Butler and E^ton ; 
the seeond, of Virginia militia, cx>mmanded by Stephens and Law- 
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son; the third, of continental troops, commanded by General Hti* 
^rand Colonel Williams. The British, after a brisk cannonade in 
front, advanced in three columns, the Hessians on the right, the 
f;nards in the centre, and Lietenant-Colonel Webster's brigade on 
the left ; and attacked the front line. The miUtia composing tliis 
lino, througli the misconduct of an officer in giving occasion to a false 
alarm, precipitately quitted the field. The Virginia militia stood 
their ground, and kept up their fire, until they were ordered to re- 
treat-* The continental troops were last engaged, and maintained 
the conflict with great spirit an hour and a half ; but then were 
forced to give wjav before their veteran adversaries. The British 
broke the second jVlarjOand brigade ; turned the American left flank j 
and got in rear of the Virginia brigade. On their appearing to be 
gaining Greene's right, and thus threatening to encircle the whole 
of the continental troops, a retreat was ordered, which was well coD'- 
«lucted. This was a dear victory to the British, whose killed and 
wounded amounted to several hundred-t Lieutenant-Colonel Webp 
ster, an officer of distinguished merit, died of his wounds, much re- 
gretted by the whole royal army. About three hundred of the con^ 
tinentals, and one hundred of tlie Virginia militia, were killed or 
wounded ; among the former was Major Anderson, a most valua- 
ble officer of the Maryland line. 

Soon after the action, Lord Cornwallis began a march toward 
Wilmington^ General Greene, on receiving intelligence of this 
movement, put his army in motion to follow him, and conducted th^ 
pursuit to Ramsay's mill, on Deep River. Coj-nwallis, having halt- 
ed and refreshed his men about three weeks at Wilmington, piarcb- 
cd across the country to Petersburg in Virginia. Greene, before he 
had knowledge that his Lordship intended this movement, had form- 
ed the bold resolution of returnmg into South Carolina. Before he 
commenced his march back, he sent orders to General Pickens to 
prevent supplies from going to the British garrisons at Ninety-Six 
and Augusta, and detached Lieutenant-Colonel Lee to advance be- 
fore tlie continental troops. Lee in eight days re^ached General Ma- 
rion's quarters on the Santee ; and the main army a few days after 
complot(?d its march from Deep River to Camden. 

Wnilethe amiy wason its march to Camden, General Marion 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Lee invested Fort Watscm, which lay be- 
tween Camden and Charlestown. This fort was built on an Indian 
mount, upward of thirty feet high ; but the besiegers, speedily erect- 
ing a work which overlooked the fort, fired into it with such execu- 

^ General Stephens, their heroic commander, had posted forty riflemen at equal disr 
tances, twenty paces in the rear of bis brigade, with orders to shoot every man who 
•hould leave his post. 

tThf- return of killed, wounded and missing, on the part of the British, stated the 
whole number t<» be 532. [See Tarleton, p. 310, note P.] Litut. Col. Stewart, of the 
Soards, was killed ; and Lieut. Col. Tarleton, of the British legion, wounded. 
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tfOD) that the garrison, consisting of one hundred and fourteen men, 
nirrendered by capitulation. Camden was at this time defended by 
Lord Rawdon with about nine hundred men. Greneral Greene, 
whode army consisted but of about an equal number of continentals, 
ftnd between two and three hundred militia, took a good position 
about a mile distant, in expectation of alluring the garrison out of 
their lines. On the twenty-fifth. Lord llawdon sallied out with great 

S'rit; and an engagement ensued. The American army, in the 
it of the action, had essentially the advantage ; but, in the progress 
of it, the premature retreat of two companies occasioned a total de- 
feat. -Greene, to prevent Lord Rawdon from improving the success 
that he had gained, made an orderly retrdat, and encamped about 
fire miles from his former position. Most of his wounded, and all 
his artillery, together with a number of prisonei-s, were safely brought 
off finom the field. The British retired to Camden- Lord Rawdon, 
leceiving a reinforcement, attempted the next day to compiil Gen- 
eral Greene to another action ; but, not succeeding in that dcisign, he 
returned to Camden, and, havuig burned the gaol, mills, many pri- 
vate houses, and a great part of his own baggage, evacuated that 
post^ and retired to the southward of the Santee. The day after the 
evfllcuation, the post of Orangeburg, consisting of seventy British mi- 
litia and twelve regulars, surrenderexl to General Sumpler. On the 
day following, Fort Motte, situated above the fork on the south side 
of the Congaree, capitulated. The British had built their works 
around the dwelling-house of Mrs. Motte, who cheerfully furnished 
the Americans with materials for firing it; by which means the gar- 
rison, consisting of one hundred and sixty-five men, were constrained 
to surrender at discretion. Two days afterward, the Britlsli evacu- 
ated their post at Nelson's Ferry. On the suc(*eeding day. Foil 
Granby, garrisoned by three hundred and fifty-two nien,niostly ro^al 
militia, surrendered to Lieutenant-Colonel Lee. 

About this time, General Marion, with a party of forty militia. 
marched to Georgetown, and began regular approaclics a-;ainst the 
British post in that place ; but on the first night after liis m(fn had 
broken ground, the garrison evacuated their works, and retreated to 
Charlestown. Shortly after, Manson, a ("arolinian tory, appearing 
in an armed vessel, and being refused permission to laud his men in 
the town, sent a few of them ashore, and set fire to it. Upward ol' 
forty houses were burnt. 

On the twenty-first of May, the British post at Silver Blnff, with a 
field piece and considerable stores, surreiidiTed to a detachment ol 
Lee's le^on, commanded by Captain Rudolph. l/ieutenant-(>olo- 
nel Lee, immediately after the surrender of l^ort Granby, marrhed 
to Aii^ta, and joined Brigadier-General Pickc^ns, who wiili a body 
of militia had some time before taken iM)st in th(? vicinity; and these- 
two able officers jointly carried on tlieir approaehtis against Fort 
Comwallis. Two batterir's were (^rect^d within thirt\' ^aids of the 
parapeti which overlooked the foil ; luid from them the American 
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riflemen shot into the inside of the works with efifect. The garrison, 
almost entirely burying themselves under ground, obstinately reiused 
to capitulate until resistance became useless ; and then the fort with 
about three hundred men suiTcndered on honourable terms of capit* 
ulation. The Americans, during the siege, had about forty men 
killed and wounded. 

On the twenty-second of May, General Greene laid siege to 
Ninety-Six, which was defended by Lieutenant-Colonel Cruger with 
upward of five hundred men. The works of the besiegers were 
carried forward with indefati^ble industry and success until the 
eighteenth of June, when, on mtelUgence of the approach of Lord 
Rawdon for the relief of the place, it was concluded to attempt ita 
reduction by assault. The assailants displayed great resolution ; 
but, failing of success. General Greens raised the siege, and retreat- 
ed over the Saluda. Hi^ loss, in the assault and previous conflicts, 
was about one hundred and fifty men. 

The British having evacuated all their posts to the northward of 
the Santce, and Congaree, and to the westward of Edisto, once 
more resumed their station near the junction of the Wateree and 
Congaree. Upon this movement. General Greene, with the inten- 
tion of forcing tnem down toward Charlestown, crossed the Wateree 
and Congaree, and collected his whole force on the south side of the 
last mentioned river. On his approach, the British retired about 
forty miles nearer Charlestown, and took post at the Eutaw Springs. 
On the eighth of September, at four in the morning. General Greene 
advanced with two thousand men, to attack them in their encamp- 
ment. His army moved from the ground in the following order* 
The South and North Carolina militia, commanded by C^nerals 
Marion and Pickens, and by Colonel Malmedy, composed the front 
line ; the continental troops, from North-Carolina, Virginia, and 
Maryland, led on by General Sumner, Lieutenant-Colonel Camp- 
bell, and Colonel Williams, composed the second line. The legion 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Lee covered the right flank ; and the state 
troops of South-Carolina, under Lieutenant-Colonel Henderson, 
covered the left. Lieutenant-Colonel Washington, with his cavalry, 
and Captain Kirkwood, with the Delaware troops, foimed a corps 
de reserve. As the army advanced, the van fell ui with two parties 
of the British, about four miles from the camp of Eutaw, and was 
briskly attacked ; but the enemy, on receiving a heavy fire from the 
state troops, and a charge with the bayonet from the infantry of the 
lepon, S(K)n retired. On notice of the approach of the Americans, 
Lieut- Colonel Stewart, who commanded the British army, imme- 
diately formed the line of battle- It was drawn up obliquely across 
the road, on the heights near Eutaw Springs- The right flank was 
covered by a battalion, commanded by Major Majoribanks, the left 
of which a[)proached the road, and was concealed by a tliick hedge. 
The road was occupied by two pieces of ailillery, and a covering 
party of infantry. The front hue of the Amencans continuing to 



OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 353 

fifce and advance, the action soon became general. In the heat of 
the engagement, Colonel Williams and Lieutenant-Colonel Camp- 
bell, with the Maryland and Virginia continentals, were ordered to 
charge with trailed arms ; and nothing could exceed the intrepidity 
with which these ordrTs wcn» executed. The troops rushed on in' 
good order throiigli a Iremendous fire of artillery and musketry, and 
bore down all bdbre them. Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, while 
leading on his men to Jl)e decisive charge, received a mortal wound. 
On inquiring, after he had fallen, who gave way, and being told, that 
the British were flecMug in all quarters, he said " I die contented," 
and imraediaU^ly expired. A part of the British line, consisting of 
new troops, broke, and fled ; but the veteran corps rex^eived the 
chaise of the assailants on the points of their bayonets. The hostile 
ranks were a short time intermingled, and the ofticers fought hand to 
hand ; but Lee, who had turned the JBritish left flank, charging them 
at this instant in the rear, their line was soon completely broken, and 
driven off the field. Thoy were vigorously pursued by the Ameri- 
eans, who took upward of live hundred of them prisoners. The 
enemy, on thcjir retreat, took ]>ost in a large three story brick house, 
and in a picketed garden; and from these advantageous positions 
renewed the action. Four six pounders were ordered up before the 
house 5 but the Americans were compelled to leave these pieces and 
retire. They foi-med again at a small distance in the woods ; but 
General Greene, thinking it inexpedient to renew the desperate at- 
tempt, left a strong picket on the held of battle, and retired v^dth his 
prisoners to the ground from which he had marched in the morning. 
In the evening of the next day, Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, leav- 
ing seventy of his wounded men and a thousand stand of arms, 
moved from Eutaw toward Charlestown. The loss of the British, 
inclusive of prisoners, was supposed to be not less than eleven, hun- 
dred men."* The los:3 of the Americans, in killed, wounded, and 
missing, was five hundred and fifty-five. 

Congress passed a vote of thants to every corps in the army ; and 
a resolution for presenting to Major-General Greene, " as an hon- 
ourable testimony of his merit, a British standard, and a goldes 
medal, emblematic of the battle, and of his victory." 

• The battle of Eutaw may be considered as closing the revolution- 
firy war in Soutli Carolina. 

*It wai stated bj thi'insc^lvcs to he 693 men ; of whom 85 only were killed in the field- 
general Greene, in hi^ letter to Cone^pss of 11th September, layi, that, including 70 
wounded, who were left at Eutaw, he had made 500 prisoners. ^' The fugitivei^," he 
observes, ** spread such nn alarm, that the enomy burnt their provisions at Dorchester, 
ftnd quitted their post at Kairlawn Nothinof hut the brick housn, and their strongs post 
at £ataw*s, hindered the remains of the British army from fallings into our bands.** 
General Greene testified liig;h roitpect for the memory of Lieut. Col. Campbell. Col. 
Henderson, a valualilo officer, received a dangerous wound during the action, and the 
command of the South Carolina state troops devolved on Lieutenant-Colonel Hampton'^ 
an officer of distincfuished merit. Colonel Washing;ton was wounded ; and, while dii» 
cfngagiog bHDielf frem hii borte» which was shot under bim, he vas taken priioner- 

♦5 
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Virginia was destined to be a theatre of stili more decisive opera- 
tions. Lord Comvvallis reached Petersburg, without much opposi- 
tion, on the 30th May ; and, forming a junction with iVIajor-General 
Phillips, was now at the head of a very powerful army. The 
defensive operations, in opposition to this hostile force, were princi- 
pally entrusted to tte Marquis de la Fayette.* The Maixjuis 
advanced to Richmond ; but such was the superiority of numbers on 
the side of the British, that he retired with his little army, which 
consisted of about one thousand regulars, two thousand militia, and 
Mxty dragoons. Lord Comwallis advanced from Petersburg to 
James River, which he crossed at Westown ; and- marching through 
Hanover county, crossed the Pamunkey River. The young Mar- 
quis followed his motions, but at a guarded distance ; and his judg- 
nent in the selection of posts, with the vigour of his movements, 
would have reflected honour on a veteran commander. In the 
course of these marches and countermarches, immense quantities of 
property were destroyed by the Biitish troops, and several unimport- 
ant skirmishes took place. Earl Comwallis, who had marched with 
his army to Portsmouth, was at length instructed, by an express 
from Sir Henry Clinton, to secure Old Point Comfort, or Hampton 
Road, as a station for line of battle ships ; and was allowed to detain 
any part, or the whole of the forces under his command, for com- 
pleting that service. A strong and permanent place of arms in the 
Chesapeake, for the security of both the array and navy, being a 
Kincipal object of the campaign, and Portsmouth and Hampton 
Road having been pronounced unfit for that purpose, Portsmouth 
was evacuated, and the British troops, amounting to seven thousand 
men, were transferred to Yorktown. Lord Comwallis assiduously 
applied himself to fortify his new posts. While the officere of thie 
British navy were expecting to be joined by their fleet in the West- 
Indies, preparatory to vigorous operations in Virginia, Count de 
Grasse, with a French fleet of twenty-eight sail of the hne, entered the 
Chesapeake ; and, having blocked up York River with three large 
ships and some frigates, moored the pnncipal part of his fleet in Lynn- 
haven Bay. Three thousand two hundred French troops, on board 
this fleet, commanded by the Marquis de St. Simon, wore disem- 
barked, and soon after formed a jimction with the continental troops 
under the Marquis de la Fayette ; and the whole combined army 
took post at Williamsburg. Admiral Graves, with twenty sail of the 
line, attempted the relief of Lord Comwallis ; but, when he appear- 
ed off* the Ca[)cs of Virginia, M. de Grasse went out to meet him, 
and an indecisive engagement took place. While the two admimls 
were manoeuvring near the mouth of the Chesapeake, Count de 
Barras, with a French fleet of eight lino of battle ships from Rhode- 
Island, passed the British fleet in thc^ ni2:ht. and ^nt wif hin the Capes 

• The Marquii bad bet»n detaclied, -.larlj m the y^ar. i'lom the nif*.j • army, to Virgin- 
il^ to •o-operat* witK the French fleet ia attenptuig^ the capture of Arnold. 
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of Virginia ; and by this combination the French had a decided 
superiorily. Admiral Graves soon took his departure ; and M. d% 
Grasse re-entered the Chesapeake. 

In the mean time, the con)bined forces of France and America, 
by anetfectual but unsuspected plan of opemtions, were tending, as 
to a central point, 10 Virginia. As early as the month of May, a 
plan of the whole campai£::n had been fixed on by Genei-al Wash- 
ington, in consultation witli Geneml Knox and JDu Portrail on the 
part of the Americans, and Count de Kochambeau and the Chev- 
alier Chastellux on the part of tlie French, in an interview at Weth- 
ersfield. The project was, to lay siege to New-York in concert 
with a^'rench fleet, which \\ as to arrive on the coast in the month 
of August. In prosecution of this plan, the northern states wera 
called on to fill up their battalions, and to have their quotas of militia 
in readiness, on a week's notice. The French troops marched from 
Rhode- Island, and jomed the American amiy early in July. About 
the same time, General W ashington marched his army from its win- 
ter encampment, near Peek\s Kill, to the vicinity of King's Bridge ; 
General Lincoln fell down North River, and took possession of the 
ground where Fort Independence ibrmerly stood ; and the British) 
with almost the wiiole of their force, retired to York Island. Gen- 
eral Washington was diligent in preparing to commence operations 
against New- York. Flat bottomed boats, suificient to transport 
five thousand men, were built near Albany, and brought down Hud- 
son's Hiver to the neighbourhood of the American army ; ovens 
were built opposite to Staten Island for the use of the French troops ; 
and every movement was made for the commencement of a siege. 
About the middle of August, General W ashington was induced to 
make a total change of the plan of the campaign. The tardiness 
of the states in lilhng up their battalions and embod3;ing tlieir militia ; 
the pecuhar situation of Lord Cornwallis in Virginia ; the arrival of 
a re-enforcement of three thousand Germans from Europe to New- 
York ; the strength of the garrison in that city ; and especially intel- 
ligence from Count de Grasse, that his destination was fixecf to the 
Cnesapeake ; determined the General to direct the operations of the 
ccMnbined arms against Lord Cornwallis. Having resolved to lead 
the expedition in person, he committed the defence of the posts on 
Hudson's Kiver to Major-Gcneral Heath, and proceeded on the 
grand enterprise. While, with consummate* address, he kept up tlie 
appearance of an intention to attack New- York ; the alli(?d army, 
amounting collectively to twelve tJiousand m(ni, crossed the Nortli 
River, and passed on by the way of Philad(ii[)!iia to Yorktown. 
General Washington and Count lio(*liambeau reached \\ illiams- 
burgon the fourteenth of September ; and with Generals Chastellux, 
DuPortrail, and Knox, visited Count de Grasse on board his ship, 
aud agi-eed on a plan of operations. 

Yorktown is a small villa^*' on the south side of ^'ork Iliver, 
whose soulJidrn banks ai*e high, and in whose waters a ship of the 
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line may ride with safety. Gloucester Point is a piece of land on 
the opposite shore, projecting deeply into the river. Both these post« 
Were occupied by Lord Cornwallis ; and a communication between 
them was commanded by his batteries, and by some ships of war. 
The main body of his ainiy was encamped on the open grounds 
about Yorktown, within a range of outer redoubts and field works : 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton, witli a detachment of six or seven 
hundred men, held the post at Gloucester Point. The legion of the 
Duke de Lauzun, and a brigade of militia under General WeedoU, 
the whole commanded by the French General de, Choise', were 
directed to watch and restrain the enemy on the side of Gloucester ; 
and the grand combined army, on the thirtieth of September, movetl 
down to the investiture of Yorktown. In the evening, the tnx>pB 
halted about two miles from York, and lay all night on their arnos. 
Causeways having been constructed in the niglit over a morass in 
' tcont of the British works, the continental infantiy marched the next 
morning in columns to the right of the combined forces. A few 
cannon shot were fired fi'om the British work on the Hampton Road, 
and some riflemen skirmished with the pickets of the Anspach bat- 
talions on the left. The two armies cautiously observed each other ; 
but nothing material occurred until evening, when an express boat 
arrived at Yorktown with a letter from Sir Henry CUnton to Earl 
Cornwallis, giving him assurance thatioint exertions of the aimy and 
navy would be made for his relief. To this letter is attributed an 
order for the British troops to quit the outward and retire to the inner 

Eosition ; in compliance with which, that movement was efiected 
efore day-break. The next morning. Colonel Scammel, with a 
reconnoitering party, falling in v^th a detachment of picked dra- 
goons, was driven back, and in attempting a retreat was mortally 
wounded, and taken prisoner. He was an officer of great merit, 
and his death was deeply lamented. In the course of the forenoon, 
the allies took possession of the ground that had been abandoned by 
the British."* 

" On the 6th, Washington's heavy ordnance and other implements 
for the seige arrived, and the first parallel was immediately com- 
menced, under a constant, but ineffectual fii-e from Coi-nwallis' 
batteries. By the 10th, our batteries and redoubts were ready to 
open along the whole fosse, and their efliect upon the defences of the 
town was so immediately destructive, that Cornwallis would no 
doubt have sought the means of safety, either by offering instant 
battle, or capitulation, but for the arrival of another messenger from 
Sir licnry Clinton on this day, who brought assurances that an 
armament of 7000 men was on its way for his releif. This reanimat- 
ed his confidence, and determined him to hold out to the last moment, 
repairing with great assiduity during the night the breaches and 

dilapidations of the day. But so powerful was even our first parallel, 

^* • • ■ 

* Holmes^ American Annals, vol. ii. p. 439*55^ 
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ihat our shells and red hot balls reached the enemy^s ships in tlie 
liarbour, and one of their best frigates was destroyed. 

On the night of the 11th, Washington commenced his second 
parallel within three hundred yards of the enemy's lines, and so ex- 
peditiously and secretly was the work carried on, that the trench 
was nearly completed bcibre the dawn of day* Upon perceiving 
this extraoi-dinary despatch of his beseigers, Oornwallis redoubled 
his exertions to strengthen his defence, still trusting to the pi-bitiised 
aid of the British commander in chief. All his batteries were opened 
to stop the pix>gress of this second parallel ; but though his fire was 
considerably destructive, particularly from two redoubts on his left, 
our work was continued without intermission. At this moment 
Washington determined to carry these two redoubts by a coup de 
main* The detachment ordered against that on our right was en- 
trusted to the Marquis de la Fayette, who conducted it in person, 
the otlier to the French under the Baron de Viomenil. Lieutenant 
Colonel Hamilton, assisted by Lieutenant Colonel Laurens, led the 
van of la Fayette, and so vigorously was the assault conducted, that 
they soon forced then* way into the redoubt, and made the whole 
party consisting of 60 men, under Major Campbell, prisoners, only 
five of their number being killed. The detachment had been order- 
ed in the assault to remember the recent massacre at New-London 
after fort Griswold had surrendered ; but Haniilton ujwn being ques- 
tioned why he had spared the lives of his prisoners, answered, that 
his detacmnent could not imitate deeds of barbarity upon men who 
b^^ed for quarters. 

The enterprise against the other redoubt conducted by the Baron 
ViomenU, was equally successful, though more difficult, tlie number 
of the enemy here being double that of the other, and the rcsistauco 

[iropoilionately formidable. The connnandant of tlie redoubt with 
lali his force, escaped, leaving the other lialf^ of whom 18 were killed, 
to fall into the hands of the Baron. The loss of the latter was ver} 
severe, having 1 00 men killed and wounded. Our loss in the other 
affair was 9 killed and 32 wounded. These two redoubts were soon 
added to our second parallel, and the equal honours acquired by the 
Fi-ench and Americans in the enterprise, infused a mutual confi- 
dence in the allies, and added more vigour to the further prosecution 
of theseige. 

Lord Oornwallis in the mean time, more and more straitened in 
his position, and still without the expected reinforcements, though 
ten days had elapsed since it was said they were to sail from New- 
York, proiected a sally against two of our redoubts, which were not 
yet completed. Lieutenant Colonel Abercrombie conducted the 
enterprise with 400 men, of the guards and light infantry ; and be- 
fore day light on the morning of the 1 Gth he advanced upon our lines. 
His party were divided into two detachments, the first of the guards 
under Lieutenant Colonel Luke, the second of the light infantry 
under Major Armstrong. Both officers succeeded in driving out 
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the French who occupied tliesc redoubts, and in spiking eleven 
piocos of cannon, besides killing a number of men ; but this success 
was of little ben(»fil to the bosicged, for being unable to hold posses- 
sion of the redoubts, the p:uty was compelled to retire on the ap- 
proach of the assailants; and the redoubts were soon made ready 
and the cannon unspiked. 

This rom[)li?tiH.l ihc second parallel of the besiegers, who now 
displawnl a tW>iit of nearly one hundied pieces of heavy ordnance, 
while I no dolbnccs of the town were so much demolished that 
sc^arcely a gun could be shown. In this situation Comwallis was 
nHluceii to tiie alternative of attempting his escape, or of ofierine 
terms of capitulation; the latter was too humihating to his proud 
military spirit, and a plan was instantly conceived for carrying tht 
former into eft'ect. He determined to pass his whole army over in 
the night to Gloucester Point, and by falling upon Greneral Choisc 
to possess hims(*lf of all his hoi*ses, by which tne greater part of hif 
army would be mounted, and his further movements were to depend 
on continiront ocrurn^nces. The attempt was equally bold and des- 
perate ; but whatever might have been its ultimate issue, fortune had 
pivpan\l anolluT fate for Cornwallis. After the firet division of his 
anny hat! actually crossed, and while he was waiting for the return 
of tlie Uxus to embark the remainder, a violent storm arose, which 
(lisiK*rsod the Ixiats and drove them down the river considerably 
l>elow the town ; so that day liirhi approached before they could be 
brought up to the place of e nbarkation. It was now too late ; and 
his lordship was compi^lled lo employ the forenoon in reuniting his 
divided force, by n^callins the division which had crossed the river. 

The last h;>pe of his lordship Innng thus disconcerted by a destiny 
beyond his control, he considei*ed any further resistance as an useless 
expenditure of the lives of his men, and having beat a parley, sent 
a messenger to Washington, with a proposition tor a cessation of hos- 
tilities for the space of twent}--four hours, with a vievj of settling by 
connnissioners, terms lor the suri-ender of his two posts. After 
rcfjuirin^ fnnn his lordship a previous avowal of the basis upon which 
h<; m<'ant to pr()|K)se the surrender, the roquest for a cessation of 
hostilities was granted, and commissionei-s were mutually appointed. 
On the part olthr? allicjd armies, the Viscount de Noailles, and Lieu- 
tenant CoIoikjI l.jaurc;ns, aid de camp to Washington ; and on tlie 
part of tjje liritish, i iieut(;nant Colonel Dundas, and Major Ross, 
aid de camp to his lordship, met on the 18th, but not being able to 
agree upon definitive terms, rough drafts of their proceeduigs were 
submitted to the respective commandeis. Washington, perceiving 
that Cornwallis insisted upon terms unwarranted by the situation of 
the two arnjies, and unwilling to lose a moment's time in fruitless 
negociation, transmitted to his lordship on the morning of the IDth, 
his ulUmaturtu cieclai ing tiiat hostilities sliould recommence at 1 1 
o'clock, unless the terms were previously ratified. Comwallis 
strenuous as had been his eObrts to procure certain advantageoifr 
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conditions for his army and the citizens in Yorik and Gloucester, 
who had joined the British standai-d, now perceived that further 
delay would be hazardous, and the surrender was made on the fol- 
lowing terms : — 

IM. That the British land and naval forces at York and Gloucester, sur-^ 
lender themselves respectively to the combined forces of America and France, 
Sd. That the artillery, arms and stores of every description, be delivered, 
■nimpaired to officers appointed to receieve them. 3d. That the two re- 
doubts on the left flank of York, be delivered up at twelve o'clock, the one 
toa detachment of the Americanarmy, the other to a detaciiinentof the French 
grenadiers. The garrison of York to march out at 3 o'clock, to a place appoint- 
ed in front of the posts, with shouldered arms, colours cased, and drums 




I 



garrison 

retain their side arms and private property of every kind, with the exception 
rf such as obviously belongs to the inhabitant^: of the United States. 5tb. The 
wldiers to be kept in Virginia, Maryland or Pennsylvania, and supplied with 
the same rations as are allowed to the soldiers of the United States. To lie 
kept as much as possible in regiments, and a suitable number of field officen 
to reside near them on pamle, with perrnission to visit them frequently, and ex- 
amine into their treatment. 6th. The British general and his staff, and other 
•fficers, civil and «nilitary, who desire it, to be permitted to go on parole t« 
Europe, New- York, or any other pliice in possession of the British, at their op- 
tion ; proper vessels to be furnished by the Count de Grasse for this purpose, 
and passports to go by land to be given to those for whom vessels cannot be 
fiiroished. 7th. The officers to be allowed to keep soldiers as servants, and 
the servants not soldiers not to be considered as prisoners. 8th. The Bonetta 
rioop of war, with her present equipment and crew, to be left at the disposal 
of toe British general, to carry such soldiers as he may think proper to send, 
and despatches to Sir Henry Clinton ; to be permitted to ^il without examina- 
tion, and to be afterwards delivered to the order of the Count de Grasse ; the 
soldiers and crew to be aecounted for. 9th. Traders to be considered as pri- 
soners of war on parole, and allowed to dispose of their i)roperty, giving to 
the allied armies tne right of preemption. 10th. In this article Comwallis re- 
quired that the inhabitants of different parts of the country then in York and Glou- 
cester, should not be punished for having joined the British army ; but it was 
objected to by Washington, as belonging altogether to the civil department, 
for whom he would make no stipulation. The 1 1th and ISth articles related 
to the sick, who were to be supplied with hospital stores at the expense of the 
British, and attended by their own surgeons. 13th. The shipping and boats 
in the two harbours, with all their stores, guns, tackling, and apparel, to be 
delivered up to an officer of the navy appointed to take possession of them. 
And lastly, no article of the capitulation to be infringed on pretence ofrcpri- 
fliUa. 

These articles being mutually sig;ned and ratified, General Lin- 
coln was appointed by the commander in ohiof to receive the sub- 
mission of the royal army- Comwallis. unable to be ar up ae:ainst 
the humiliation of marching at the hear! of his i^anison. constituted 
Creneral O'Hara his representative, and the conquor(»rl army moved 
in silence through the columns of French and American Soldiers, 
drawn up on each side of the road. On the other side of the river, 
lieutenant-Colonel Dundas had been transferred to York during the 
brt movements of the troops, ^nd the command had devolved on 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton. This officer,, conscious of the many 
causes he had given to the inhabitanis of the United States to detest 
his character, and to inspire correspondent feelings of revenge, wait-' 
•d upon the French General de Choise, previous to his surrender, 
and expressing apprehensions for his personal safety, requested that 
he might not be placed at the disposal of the American militia. 
This recjuest, though founded upon idle fears, or what is worse, a 
desire to throw a sligma upon the American character, was readily 
granted ; and the Duke de Lauzun and Lieutenant-Colonel Mer- 
cer were selected, with their respective corps, to receive the sub- 
mission of l^arleton's garrison. 

Thus was this siege nappily brought to a conclusion, and a second 
British army, whose march through a wide extent of country, had 
been every where traced by ruin and devastation, brought to submit 
to American prowess. The number of men which sunendered to 
Washington, amounted in the whole to 7107, but more than 3000 
of these are said to have been unfit for duty ; the combined army ap- 
pears to have been 16,000 strong, 7000 of whom were French.. 
Thus Cornwallis was far from losing any part of the great reputa- 
tion which his repeated successes had gained him,«by surrendering 
to a force so greatly superior ; he had done all that could be done 
under circumstances of so much embarrassment, and it is not haz- 
arding too much to say, that if he had been left to his own discretion, 
his army would have been saved, or his own Ufe offered a sacrifice 
to the enterprise of his genius. A second elegant park of field artil- 
lery, entirely of brass, came into our possession at this surrender. 
This, together with every thing appertahiing to the army, fell to the 
Americans in the distribution, wnile the shipping and its concerns, 
became the property of our brave allies. During the siege about 
300 of the combined army wei-e killed and wounded, and on the 
part of the British upwards of 500. 

The officers particularly distinguished by the commander in chief, 
for their zeal, activity and valour, on this occasion, were the Count 
de Rochambeau, Generals Chatelleux and Viomenil, of the French, 
and Generals Lincoln, La Fayette and Steuben of the American 
army. General Knox who commanded the artillery, and General 
Du rortail, chief engineer, were also mentioned in terms of signal 
respect. Ijieutenant Colonels Hamilton and Laurens, gained im- 
perishable honours for the intrepidity displayed in storming the re- 
doubt on the 14th. 

Nothing could exceed the universal joy at this great and import- 
ant event,"* 

"For some months previous to the capture of Cornwallis, and while 
his army was traversing the states of tne Carolinas and Virginia, he 
was opposed by the Marquis de la Fayette with ati inferior force. 
His Loixlship having received a reinforcement, was so confident of 

* Allca'i ReTolution, vol. ii. p. 46]f9«. 
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B^-;^^.c« against his opponent, that he un":uarde(lly wrote in a letter, 
^Viioh was afterwards intercepted, " the boy cannot escape me ;" but 
Yie >vas disappointed in his sanguine expectations- Comwalhs at 
ope timc^ formed a plan to surprise tlie Marquis while on the same 
s\de of Jamos liiver with himself, but the attempt was prevented by 
t\\e following incrident. The Marcs|M. unapprised of the particuJjar 
situation of his opponent, (*ontriv(»fc send into his camp, fi spy to 
obtaia inttdhgonco. A soldier l)«J^ing to New- Jersey, by the 
name of Charles Morgan, generally called Charley, agreed to un- 
dertake this hazan bus service; but insisted that, in case he should 
be discovered and hanged, the Marquis, to secure his reputation, 
should have it inserted in the New-Jersey paper, that he was em- 
ployed in the service of his commander. Having reached the royal 
camp, he was soon introduced into his Lordship's presence, who in- 
quired the reason of his deserting- Charl.'y replied, *' that he had 
been in the continental service from the beginning, and while under 
Washington, he was w(^ll sfitisfied ; but b(^ir.g now commanded by 
a Frenchman, he was dispK\isi\l with il, and IniH qiiitt<»d the ser-. 
vice." His Lordship conunendccl and rewardtd nim f)r his con- 
duct, and Ciiarley sfX)n commenced tliC douMiMJutyoi'scldier under 
the English commander, and a spy in the env)!ovm(^nt of the Mar- 
quis, without suspicion. Lord C'omwaHis, while in conversation 
with several of his officers, inquired of Charley, how long a time it 
would take for the iMarquis to cross Jamcis IJiver? l^iusing a \\\q- 
nient, he replied, "thne lr)urs, my Lord/' His Lordship ex- 
clainaed, "three hours ! it will take three da vs.*' '• No, my Lord," 
said Charley, " the Marcjiiis has such a number of boats, and each 
Ijoat will carry so many men ; if you will pleases to calculate, 
you will find he can par.s in three hours." J [is Lords!)ip turn- 
ing to the oiRcers, said, 'M'le schema will not do," After having 
obtaine<I the inf )rmati')'i required, Morgan began to prepare fur a 
return to the Marquis, an I he prevailed with s^neral liriiish soldiers 
to desert will) him. \\ hen t-hallen^cd by the s('i»tiii(ds, he artfully 
tampered wit!i tliviio by giving them ru-.n. and while drinking ho 
seized their arms and tlien compelled them to go ; and this bravc.fel-. 
low actually brought off seven deserters to our camp. On his return 
.to headquarters, the; Marcjuis accosted him with *• well Charley, 
have you got back /" '• Yes, please your Excellency, and have 
brougnt seven men wiUi me." Having communicated liis informa- 
tion, the Marquis offered to reward him, but he declined receiving 
money, and wlii^.n it was proposed to promote him to a corporal or 
sergeant-, he replied, '* 1 have ability to discharge the duties of a com- 
mon soltlier, and my cdiaracter stands fair ; but should I be promoted, 
J may fail, and lose my reputation."* 

^' General Washington, on the very joyful occasion of the capture 
of Cornwallis, ordered, that those, who were under arrest, siiould be 

• Thacber'^ Jourual, p. 3S9. 
46 
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pardoned and set at liberty ; and closed his orders in the followiiiff 
pious and impressive manner : '• Divine service shall be pertbrmed 
to-morrow in the difft rent brigades and divisions. The commander 
in chief recommends, that all the troops that are not u|K)n duty do 
assist at it with a sf»rious deportment, and that sensibility of heart, 
which the recollection of the j||torising and particular interposition 
of divine Providence in our f^fln claims." Congress resolved to go 
in solemn procession to theX^itch Lutheran Church, to return 
thanks to Almighty God for crowning the allied amis with success; 
and issued a proclamation, appointing the thirteenth day of Decem- 
ber " as a day of general thanksgiving and prayer, on account of this 
signal interposition of divine Providence." 

The capture of LordComwallis may be considered as the closing; 
scene of the revolutionaiy war. Events of less magnitude, that 
occuiTcd in the course of the year, require less detail. On the night 
of the first of January, a mutiny broke out in the Pennsylvania line 
of the continental army, and soon became sj universal in the line of 
that state, as to defy all opposition. A destitution of pay and of 
suitable clothing was the cause of the mutiny. Congress sent a 
committee of their bcxly to procure an accommodation. The com- 
plaints of the soldiers, being founded in justice, were rediessed ; and 
the revolt was completely quelled. A part of the Jersey troops soon 
after revolted ; but by prudent and vigorous measures this revolt 
was seasonably suppressed. 

Benedict Arnold, who, after his treachery to his country, had been 
appointed a brigadier-general in the royal army, made a descrat on 
Virginia in January, with about fifteen hundred men, and conmiitted 
extensive ravages on the unprotected coasts of that state.* 

Wliile the combined armies were advancing to the siege of York- 
town, General Arnold, who had lately returned from Virginia, was 
appointed to conduct an expedition against New-London. The 
troops, employed in this service, were landed on each side of the 
harbour in two detachments ; the one commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Eyre, and the other by General Arnold. JNew-London is 
a seaport town, situated near the mouth of the Thames, and on the 
west side of that river. For the defejice of the place, there had been 
constructed below the town, and on the western side of the harboury 
a fort, called Fort Trumbull, with a redoubt ; and opposite to it, on 
Groton Hill, another fort, called Fort Griswold, a strong square for- 
tification, insufficiently garrisoned. Fort Trumbull, the redoubt, 
and the town of New-London, being totally untenable, were evacu- 
ated on the approach of Arnold, who took possession of them with 
inconsiderable loss. Fort Griswold was defended by Colonel 1^- 
yard with a garrison of about one hundred and sixt); men, some (rf 
whom had just evacuated the works on the opposite side of the 

* Arnold landed bis men atmut fifteen miles below Richmond^ and marcbed into that 
towu on the 6tb of January. I'he public stores and buildings tbere, and Hiauj ftor^ 
nills, and Tasteli in other fdaces^ were taken or dwtrojed. 
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river. On the rejection of a summons to surrender, the Biitish 
marched up to the assault on three sides ; and, though the ascent 
was steep, and a continued fire was directed against them, they at 
length made a lodgment on the ditch and fraizcd work, and entered 
the embrazures with charged bayonets. An officer of the conquer- 
ing troops, on entering the fort, asked who commanded, " I aid," 
answered Colonel Ledyard, " but you do now," and presented him 
his sword, which was instantly plunged into his own bosom. Al- 
though resistance had now ceased, yet, to the indelible infamy of the 
conquerors, they commenced a merciless slaughter, wliich " was 
kept up until the greater part of the garrison was killed or wounded," 
The town of New-London, and the stores contained in it, were 
reduced to ashes ; and General Arnold, having completed the object 
of the expedition, returned in eight days to New- York."* 

The military operations of the year 1782 present little more than 
a few skirmishes, and predatory excursions, and these were princi- 
pally confined to the states of South Carolina and Georgia, in which 
the enemy still maintained a few trifling posts, 

" Nothmg had occurred north of the Potomac, to interrupt the tran- 
quillity of the year 1782, save only the wanton and atrocious exe- 
cution of a Captain Huddy, of Jersey. It will be recollected that 
an association of refugees had been fonned in New-York, under the 
auspices of Sir Henry CUnton, calling themselves the associated 
board of loyalists^ by whom depredations and enormities had been 
committed against their defenceless countrymen, which far outstrip- 
ped in number and atrocitv, the most vindictive cruelties of any other 
portion of the enemy. The prospect of peace, which filled the 
oreasts of every other class of people in our country, both friends 
and foes, with joyous anticipations, was to them the harbinger of 
despair. Disappointed in all their sanguine expectations of arrest- 
ing the rebillion of their countrymen, and conscious that their con- 
duct had excluded them from all claim to mercy at their hands, they 
saw in the defeat of their ministerial friends, the ruin of their own 
hopes, and in the desperation of their feelings, they resolved upon 
plunging into still deeper atrocities, and adding still more deadly 
injuries to the provocations already given to their countrymen. In 
Ihis vindictive spirit a party of the loyalists under the direction of a 
Captain Lippincott, marched over to Jersey, and on Sunday^ the 
24tii of March, attacked the block-house on Tom's River, com- 
manded by Captain Joshua Huddy, who after a gallant defence was 
taken prisoner and carried to New- York, where he was kept in 
•lose confinement until the 12th of April, 

While he remained in custody, a man by the name of Philip 
White, was taken by a party of the Jersey people, and killed in at- 
tempting to make his escape from the guard. This served as a pre- 
tiext for revenge, and Captain Huddy was immediately conveyed to 

• Holmes' American Aonala, vol. ii. p. 459-81. 
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the Jersey sliore, and without trial, and with every mark of*cmeI iH-^ 
dignity, lianged : the loyaHsts at the n^oment of his execution, exlaim- 
inff with shouts of savage joy, '* Uj) i';nr.s Haddyfor Philip WldteJ^'^ 
When this affair was made known, the u l^olc Anieiican arniy cried 
out for retahalion; and Oonerrd VVasI.in^'^ton found himsrj^ under 
the painful necessity of informing Hir I Icniy Clinton* that uiikss the 
muiderei-s of 11 ud(iy were given up to justice, a British officer of 
equal rank sliould suHer death. I^'or tliis |)urpose it became neces- 
fcaiy to decide by kit among a numiicr of iJiitish prisoners in the 
American cainp, rnd the chance fell upon Captain Asgilk a young 
gentleman of family, of high accomplislunenis and interesting man- 
r.ers. ITe was im.nodiately put into close custody, and sentence of 
death passed upcm him. A court-martial was in the mean time or- 
derc^d by Sir Henry Chnton, for the trial of Lippincott, but before 
its investigations were commenced, Sir Guy Carleton arrived to 
take the command. From the known humanity of this officer, eve- 
\y thing was expected which could satisfy the claims of justice, and 
Washington himself hoped that hr would be spared the painful task 
(*f making the innocent suffer for the guilty. One of Sir Guy's first 
ticts was to break up the associated board of loyalists, and thus put 
U stop to the insults and cruelties which they were continuall}^ prac- 
tising upon their countrymen. This strongly evinced his dispositioR 
to do justice, and when after a long sitting the court-martial acquit- 
ted Captain Lippincott of the murder laid to his charge, Sir Guy 
Carleton forwardc^d the proceedings to Washington, accompaniea 
\vith a letter, in which he assured him that notwhhstanding the ac-* 
quittal of Lippincott, afuither inquiry should be prosecuted into the 
measure, which he unequivocally condemned. During all this time, 
the interest which the fate of Captain Asgill had excited, wasgradu- 
h lly extenvling itself. A pathetic letter was addressed by his mother, 
liaily Asgiil, to the Count de Vergennes, by whom it was communi- 
cated to the King and Queen of France, who joined in an appeal to 
V/ashinfi:ton, vvhi(^h the humanity of his feelings could not withstand. 
If his own heart alone had been consulted, his instant release of the 
prisoner wouk! have /endered this appeal unnecessary : but the pri- 
vate feelings of W'nsljington were ever subservient to public duty."* 
I'he two juemorials which are subjoined, merit being preserved as 
historical moiiuments. 

Letter from Lady Asgill^ to the Comte de Vergennes. 
" SiR,---lf the politt-ness of the French court will permit a stranger to ad- 
dress it, it cannot f)fc doubted but that she who unites in herselt' alfthe more 
cleMcate sensations n ith which an individual can be penetrated, will be receiv- 
ed favour^ibly hy k i!of)lrinan, \\\)0 reflects honour not only on his nation, hut 
on htnnan nature. The subjeoi on which I implore your assistance, is too 
heait-rendih^ to be dwelt on ; most probably, the public report of it has al- 
rea«ly reJiched you ; this relieves me from the burthen of so mournful a duty* 
My son, my only son, dear to me as he is brave, amiable as he is beloved, only 
hineteen years of a^e, a prisoner of war, in consequence of the capitulation of 

Yorktown, is at present confined in America as an object of reprisal. — Shall 

>* " ' ' ' ■■ ■ I ■ * ■ ■ . — — — . « ^ _ 

♦ Allen's Revolution, vol. ii. p. 490-2. 
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the innocent share the fate of the guilty ? Fig^ure to yourself. Sir, the situation 
of a family in these circumstances. Surrounded as I am with objects of dis- 
tress, bowed down by fear and grief, words are wanting to express what I feel, 
anfl to paint such a scene of misery : my husband given over by his physi- 
cians some hours before the arrival of this news, not in a condition to be in- 
formed of it ; my daughter attacked by a fever, accompanied with delirium ; 
spi aking of her brother in tones of wiidness, and without an interval of reason, 
unltfss it be to listen to some circumstances which may console her heart. Let 
your sensibility. Sir, paint to you my profound, my inexpressible misery, and 
plead in my favour ; a word, a word from you, like a voice from Heaven, would 
liberate us from desolation, from the last degree of misfortune. I know how 
far General Washington reveres your character. Tell him only that you wish 
my son restored to liberty, and he will restore him to his desponding family ; 
be will restore him to happiness. The virtue and courage of my son will justify 
this act of clemency. His honour. Sir, led him to America ; he was born to 
abundance, to independence, and to the happiest prospects. Permit me, once 
more to onlreat the interference of your high influence in favour of innocence, 
and in the cause of justice and humanity. Despatch, Sir, a letter from France 
to General Washirij^toii, and favour me with a copy of it, that it may be trans- 
mitted from hence. I feel the whole weight of tne liberty taken in presenting 
this re^ue^t ; but I feel confident, whether granted or not, that you will pity 
the di.stress by which it was suggested ; your humanity will drop a tear on my 
fault, and blot it out forever 

'* May that Heaven which I implore, grant that j^ou may never need the con- 
solation which you have it in your power to bestow on 

ThKRESA ASGILL." 

Second letter of Lady Asgill to the Comte de Vergennes. 

" Sir, — Exhausted by long suffering, overpowered by an excess of unex- 
pected happiness, confined to my bed by weakness and langour, bent to the 
earth by what I have undergone, my sensibility alone could supply me with 
strenerth sufficient to address you. 

"Condescend Sir, to accept this feeble effort of my gratitude. It has been 
laid at the feet of the Almighty ; and believe me, it has been presented with 
the same sincerity to you. Sir, and to your illustrious sovereigns ; by their 
august and salutary intervention, as by y<4|^ own, a son is restored to me, to 
whom my own life was attached. ' I have the sweet assurance, thai my vows 
for my protectors are heard by Heaven, to whom they arc ardently offered ; 
yes. Sir, they will produce their effect before the dreadful and last tribunal, 
where I indulge in the hope, that we shall both appear togeth(M* ; you to re- 
ceive the recompense of your virtues; myself, that of inj sufferings. 1 will 
raise my voice before that imposing tribunal, I will call for those sacied regis- 
ters, in which your humanity will be found recorded. I will pray that bless- 
ingy may be showered on your head, on him, who, availing himself of the 
noblest privilege received from God^ a privilege no otht^r than divine, ha^r 
changed misery into happiness, has withdrawn the sw(»rd from the innocent 
head, and restored the worthiest of sons, to the most lender and, unfortunate of 
mothers. 

*' Condescend, Sir, to accept this last tribute of gratitude due to your vir- 
tuous sentiments. Preserve this tribute, and may it go down to your [)ostority 
as a testimony of your sublime and exemplary beneficence to a stranger, whose 
nation was at war with your own ; but these tender afTections have not been 
destroyed by war. May this tribute bear testimony to my gratitude long aflter 
the hand that expresses it, with the heart which at this moment only vibrates 
with the vivacity of grateful sentiments, shall be reduced to dust ; even to the 
last day of mv existence, it shall Ix^at but to oflfer all the respect and all the 
gratitude with which it is penetrated. Tjierksa Astiiix." 



to 



" Gong^ress had now tuken up the iiirair, and it became necessary 
refer the communications of tlie Count do Vergc^nesto thav: d'ii^rv- 
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sion. This he did in a letter from himself, in which he pronounced 
his opinion on the side of humanity. Congress after some delibera- 
tion gave orders for the release of Captain Asgill, and the joyful 
tidings were communicated to the Captain in a letter from the com- 
mander in chief liimself, in which he declared that his release was as 
great a relief to his own feelings, as it could be to those of his prisoo- 

" The capture of a second British army in America essentially 
affected the measures of the ministry. It rendered the American 
war unpopular in G: eat Britain, and emboldened the minority in 
parliament more vigorously to oppose its continuance. After re- 
peated but unsuccessful motions against the measures of adminis- 
tration respecting America, it was resolved by the commons, " That 
the house would consider as enemies to his majesty and the countiy, 
all those who should advise or attempt the farther prosecution of 
offensive war on the continent of North America." 

Sir Guy Carleton, who had lately been appointed to the command 
of the royal Army in North America, was instructed to use his en- 
deavours for carrying into effect the wishes of Great Britain for an 
accommodation with thie Americans. Comniissioners -iyf negotiat- 
ing peace were soon after appointed. On the part of the United 
States the commissioners were John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
John Jay, and Henry Laurens ; on the part of Great Britain, Mr. 
Fitzherbert, and Mr. Oswald. On the thirtieth of Noveiiaber, these 
commissioners agreed on provisional articles of peace between Great 
Britain and the United States, which were to be inserted in a future 
treaty of peace, to be finally concluded between tlK3 parties when 
peace should take placje between Great Britain and France. By 
these articles, the independency of the United States was acknow- 
ledged in its fullest extent ; anaall, that could reasonably be expect- 
ed by ihem, was obtained.! 

♦Allen's Revolution, vol. ii. p. 492. 

t The Definitive Treaty was signed at Paris, September 3, by John Adams, David 
Hartley, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay. By Article I, his Britannic Majesty ac- 
knowledges the United States of \merica to be free, sovereign, and independent States; 
treats with them \\% such ; and for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquishes all 
claim to the government, property, and territorial rights of the same, and every part 
thereof. — By \rticle U, the boundaries of the said States are declared and described 
from St. Croix in Nova Scotia to Canada, by the lakes and the River Mississippi to 
East Florida. — 5y Article HI, it is agreed that the people of the United States shall 
continue to enjoy unmolested, the right to take fish of every kind on the Grand Bankt 
and on all other banks of Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and at all 
otiier placfis in the sea, where the inhabitants of both countries used at any time hereto- 
fore to fish. — By Article IV, it is agreed, that the creditors on either side shall meet 
with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full value, in sterhng money, of al 
bona fide debts heretofore contracted. — By Article V, it is agreed, that congress shall 
earnestly recommend it to the legislatures of the rcspectiv^e States, to provide for the 
restitution of all confiscated estates, belonging to real British subjects, &c. — By \rtic|e 
VI, it is agreed, that there shall be no future confiscations, &c. — By Article Vll, it b 
agreed, that there shall be a mutual, firm, and perpetual peace, and that bis Britaoni^ 
M (jesty shall, with all convenient speed, withdraw all his armies, garrisons and fleeti 
from the United States. — By article Vlll, the navigation of the Mississippi, fron it* 
source to the ocean, is forever to remain free and open to the sabjeete of Great BritH» 
And the eitizeot of the United States. 



g 



OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 367 

The nf)llitary events of this year were inconsiderable. On the 
twenty-ifest of May, Colonel Brown having marched out in force 
from Savannah, General Wayne, rapidly advancing from Ebenezer, 
;ot between him and the British garrison in Savannah ; attacked 
im at twelve o'clock at night ; and routed his whole party.* 

On the twenty-fourth of June, General Wayne was violently 
attacked at a plantation about five miles from Savannah, by a large 
body of Creek Indians, who at first drove his troops, and took two 
pieces of artillery ; but they were soon charged with great spirit, and 
completely routed. Fourteen Indians and two white men were 
killed. Emistessigo, a famous Indian chief, was among the slain. 
The iwalists, coming out from Savannah to join the Indians, were 
driven back by General Wayne, who took one British standard, and 
one hundred and twenty-seven horses with packs. Of the continen- 
tals, five were killed, and eight wounded. 

In July, the British evacuated Savannah ; and General Wayne 
soon after took possession of it. 

On the twenty-seventh of August, Lieutenant-Colonel John Lau- 
rens, .in opposing a foraging party of the British, near Combahee 
River, in oouth Carolina, was motally wounded. 

General Leslie, with tiut royalists, evacuated South Carolina, on 
the fourteenth of DecemMr ; and General Wayne, with five thou- 
sand continental troops, took possession of Chailestown on the 
seventeenth. 

The independence of America was acknowledged by the United 
Provinces of Holland on the nineteenth of April. A tn»aty of amity 
and commerce was concluded at the Hague net ween those provinces 
and the United States of America on the eighth of October. 

The British lleet in the West-Indies, under Admiral Sir George 
B. Rodney, on the twelfth of April gained a complete victory over 
the French fleet under the Count de Grasse.^t 

'' In December, 1782, the orficers of the army being apprehensive 
that they should be disbanded before their accounts should be liqui- 
dated and the engagements of government complied with, resolved 
to memorialize Congress on the subject, and Major-General Mc- 
Dougall, Colonel Ogden and Colonel Brooks, were deputed as a 
cbunnittee to wait on that honouiable body, requesting their attention 
,to the distresses under which the army laboured, and to sohcit pay- 
ment of the money actually due to the army, and security for the 

♦ After the reduction of Lord CornwalHs, the Pennsylvania line marched to >outh 
Carolina, and this iu« rease of force enabled General Greene to detach General Wayne 
with a part of his army V) Georgia. The action, above recited, wasfoug^ht about four 
miles to the sou lii west of Savannah, on the Ogeechee road. The van guard of the 
Americans, consisting of 60 horse and 40 infantry, was led on by Colonel White of the 
cavalry, and Captain Parker of the infantry, to .\ spirited charge, in which 40 of the 
enemy were killed or wounded, and about 20 taken prisoners, lliis advantage was 
gained by the use of the sword and bayonet. The Americans had only 5 privates killed; 
Aod 2 wounded. 

t Holmes' American Anaals, toI. ii. p. 463-66. 
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coinniutalion r»f half pay, stipulated by the resolve of October, 1780, 
for a siiin in gross, which ihey conceive would be less objectionable 
than tiu> half pay establishmont. Subsccjucnt to this proreedirig, a 




powenuny 

them to forward an adilioss to Confess, in behalf i*f themselves, and 
their bretliren. tho soldiers. 'J^hey asked for a supply of money, to 
be forwarded immediately to the armv. for a settlement of the ac- 
counts of arrearages of pay. and security for what is due : for a 
(*om;uutaiion of half for /)/// pay for a certain number of yeai^, or 
li)r a sum in gros^, as sliould l>e agreed on ; for a settlement of ac- 
couijls, lor cleliciencies of rations and compensations, and of the 
deficiencies of clothing and compensations. They conclude their 
address in these words : '• The pressure of evils and injuries in the 
ooui*se of seven long years have made their condition, in many in- 
stances, wretched ; they therefore entreat that Congress, to con- 
vince the army, and the world, that the indepentlence of America 
shall not be placed on the ruin of any particular class of citizens, will 
point out a mode for immediate redress ; and that the disabled 
oiricei-s and soldiers, with the widows an<|||^hans of those who have 
lost or may lose their lives in the service of their country, may be 
included, and that some mode be pointed out for the eventual pay- 
ment of those soldiers, who are the subjects of the resolution of Con- 
gress of the 15th of May, 1778." In consequence of this address, 
Congress passed the following resolves, namely, — 

** That tlie superintendent of finance be directed, conformably to the mea- 
sures already taken for ttiat purpose, so soon as the state of the public finances 
will permit, to make such payment, and in such manner as he shall think 
proper, till the further order of Congress. 

" With respect to the second article of the address, the settlement of ac- 
oounLs of the arrearages of pay, that the several states he called on to com- 
plete, withoJit delay, the settlements with their respective lines of the army, 
up to the fii-st day of August, 1780 ; and that the superintendent of finance 
take such measures, as shall appear to him most proper for effecting the set- 
tlement from this period. That the troops of the United States, in common 
with all creditors of the same, have an undoubted right to expect security, 
for what shall be found due, and Congress will make every effort in her power, 
to obtain from the respective states substantial funds, adequate to the object 
of funding: the whole debt of the United States, and will enter on an immedi- 
ate anil full consideration of the nature of such funds, and the most likely 
mode of obtaining them." 

'Vlw, roinaindcr of the report of the committee, on the subject of 
tlie addre'-s, was referred to a committee of five. 

Geneni! McDougall and Colonel Ogden, in a letter to General 
Knov, maJn known to the army their success ; and Colonel Brooks 
reluiiied to camp, to inform them, verbally, of the prospect of com- 
mutation, or of oblaining an equivalent for half pay, which they had 
proj)os(>d in their address. General McDougall continued at Con^ 
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jji'css on the anny business, wliile the impression of the report which 
occasioned the address to Congress, however false, remained on the 
minds of some officers ; notwithstanding Congress were doing all 
that the circumstances of the states would admit, to relieve and sat- 
isfy the army. 

March lOth^ 1783. — In the midst of this perturbed state of affairs 
in camp, and while the day of final separation was supposed to be 
near at hand, the following anonymous letter, calculated to exasper- 
ate the passions of the moment, was privately circulated : — 

TO THE OFFICERS OF THE ARBfV. *» 

••' Gepttlemen, — A fellow soldier, whose interest and aflfections bind bim 
strongly to you, whose past sufferings have been as great, and whose future 
fortune may be as desperate as yours— would beg leave to address you. 

*^ Age has its claims, and rank is not without its pretentions to advise ; but, 
though unsupported by both, he flatters himself, that the plain language of 
sincerity and experience will neither be unheard nor unregarded. 

" Like many of you he loved private life, and left it with regret. He left it, 
determined to retire from the neld, with the necessity thai called him to it. 
and not till then — -not till the enemies of his country, the slaves of power, ana 
the hirelings of injustice, were compelled to abandon their schemes, and ac- 
knowledge America as terrible in arms, as she had been humble in remon- 
strance. With this object in view, he has long shared in your toils and mingled 
in your dangers. He has felt the cold hand of poverty without a murmur, and 
has seen the insolence of wealth without a sigh. But, too much under the 
direction of his wishes, and sometimes weak enough to mistake desire for 
opinion, he has till lately — very lately, believed in the justice of his cuuntry. 
He hoped, that as the clouds of adversity scattered, and as the sunshine of 
peace and better fortune broke in on us, the coldness ani severity of govern- 
ment would relax, and that more than justice, that gratitude would blaze forth 
on those hands which had upheld her, in the darkest stages of her passage 
from impending servitude to acknowledged independence. But faith has its 
limits, as well as temper, and there are points beyond which neither can be 
stretched, without sinicing into cowardice, or plunging into credulity. This, 
my friends, I conceive to be your situation, — hurried to the very edge of both, 
another step would ruin you forever. To be tame and unprovoked when 
injuries press hard on you, is more than weakness ; but to look up for kinder 
usage, without one manly effort of your own, would fix your character, and 
show the world how richly you deserve those chains you broke. To guard 
against this evil, let us take a review of the ground on which we now stand, 
and thence carry our thoughts forward for a moment, into the unexplored field 
of eflLperiraent. 

" After a pursuit of seven long years, the object for which we set out is at 
length brought within our reach — yes, my friends, that suffering courage. of 
yours was active once, — it has conducted the United States of America through 
a doubtful and bloody war. It has placed h(# in the chair of independency, 
and peace returns again to bless — who ? A country willing to redress your 
wroi^, cherish your worth and reward your services ? A country courting 

J^our return to private life, with tears of gratitude, and smiles of admiration, 
onging to divide with you that independency which your gallantry has given, 
and those riches which your wounds have preserved ? Is tliis the case ? or is it 
rather a country that tramples on your rights, disdains your cries, and insults 
your distresses ? Have you not more than once suggested your wishes, and 
made known your wants to Congress ? wants and wishes which gratitude and 
policy should have anticipated rather than evaded ; and have jou not lately, 
in the meek langnaorc of rmtreating memorials, begged from their justice^ what 
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you could DO loiter expect from their fkvour ? How have you beea aosw^i ■ 
ed ? Let the letter which you are called to consider to-morrow reply. 

" If this then be your treatment, while the swords you wear are necessaiy 
for the defence of America, what have you to expect from peace, when your 
voice shall sink, and your strength dissipate by division ? when those very 
swords, the instruments and companions of your glory, shall be taken from 
your sides, and no remaining mark of military distinction be lef^ but your 
wants, infirmities and scars ? Can you then consent to be the only sufferers 
by this revorutfon, and retiring from the field, grow old in poverty, wretched- 
ness and contempt ? Can you consent to wade through the vile mire of 
dependency, and owe the miserable remnant of that life to charity, which has 
hitherto been spent in honour ? If you can — go — and carry with you the jest 
of tories and the scorn of. whigs — the ridicule, and what is worse, the pity of 
the world. Go, starve, and be forgotten ! But if your spirit should revolt at 
this ; if you have sense enough to discover, and spirit enough to oppose 
tyranny under whatever garb it may assume ; whether it be the plain coat of 
republicanism, or the splendid robe of royalty ; if you have not yet learned to 
discriminate between a people and a cause, between men and principles — 
awake ; attend to your situation, and redress yourselves. If the present mo- 
ment be lost, every future effort is in vain ; and your threats then, will be as 
(impty as your entreaties now. 

^^ 1 would advise you, therefore, to come to some final opinion on what you 
can bear, and what you will suffer. If your determination be in any propor- 
tion to your wrongs, carry your appeal from the justice, to the fears of govern- 
ment. Change the milK and water style of your last memorial ; assume a 
bolder tone — decent, but lively, spirited and determined, and suspect the man 
who would advise to more moderation and longer forbearance. Let two or 
three men, who can feel as well as write, be appointed to draw up your last 
remonstrance ; for 1 would no longer give it the suing, soft, unsuccessful epi- 
thet of memorial. Let it be represented in language that will neither dishon- 
our you by its rudeness, nor betray you by its fears, what has been promised 
by Congress, and what has been performed — how long and how patiently you 
have suffered — how little you have asked, and how much of that little has been 
denied. Tell them, that, though you were the first, and would wish to be the 
last to eflcoanter danger, though despair itself can never drive you into dis- 
honour, it may drive you from the &ld ; that the wound often irritated, and 
never healed, may at length become incurable ; and that the slightest mark of 
indignity from Congress now must operate like the grave, and part you for- 
ever ; that in any political event, the army has its alternative. If peace, that 
nothing shall separate you from your arms but death ; if war, that courting the 
auspices, and inviting the directions of your illustrious leader, you will retire 
to some unsettled country, smile in your turn, and " mock when their fear 
coineth.*' But let it represent also, that should they comply with the request 
of your late memorial, it would make you more happy, and tMm more respect- 
able. That while war should continue, you would follow their standard into 
the field, and when it came to an end you would withdraw into the shade 
of private life, and give the world another subject of wonder and applause ; 
an army victorious over its enemies^ victorious over itself." 

Alarmed and distressed, says Di% Thacher, with this vile attempt 
to stimulate the array to rash and dangerous proceedings, the Com- 
mander in Chief noticed in general orders thc^ anonymous address 
with his pointed disapprobation, and with the view of counteracting 
its effects requested that the general and field officers, and one from 
eae-li company, and a prop^T representation from the staff of the 
unny, would assemble on the 15tli instant, to hear the report of th«: 
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committee deputed by the army to Congress. The next 'day a 
second anonymous paper from the same pen appeared as follows : — 

*' Till now, the Commander in Chief has regarded (he steps you have taken 
for redress with good wishes alone ; his ostensible silence has authorized your 
meetings, and his private opinion sanctified yottr claims. Had he disliked the 
object in view, would not the same sense of duty which forbade you from 
meeting on the third day of the week, have forbidden you from meeting on 
the seventh ? Is not the same subject held up for your discussion ? and has it 
not passed the seal of office, and taken all the solemnity of an order ? this 
will give system to your proceedings, and stability to your resolves. It will 
ripen speculation into fact, and whue it adds to the unanimity, it cannot pos- 
sibly lessen the independency of your sentiments. It may be necessary to add 
on this subject, that, from the injunction with which the general orders close> 
eveiy man is at liberty to conclude that the report to be made to headquarters 
is intended for Congress. Hence will arise another motive for that energy 
which has been recommended j for, can you give the lie to the pathetic de- 
scriptions, and the more alarmmg predictions of our friends ?"* 

On the 15th instant, the convention of officers assembled, and 
Geneml Gates presided. The Commander in Chief delivered to 
tiiem the following very interesting and feeling address : — 

" Gentlbmen, — By an anonymous summons an attempt has been made to 
convene you together. How inconsistent with the rules of propriety, how un- 
militaiy, and how subversive of all order and discipline, let tlte good sense of 
the army decide. 

*' In the moment of this summons, another anonymous production was sent 
into circulation, addressed more to the feelings and oassions, than to the judg- 
ment of the army. The author of the piece is entitled to much credit for tlio 
goodness of his pen ; and I could wish he had as much credit for the rectitude 
of his heart ; for, as men see through different optics, and are induced by the 
reflecting faculties of the mind, to use diiVerent means to attain the same end, 
the author of the address should have had more charity than to ' mark for sus- 
picion the man who should recommend moderation and longer forbearance ;' 
or in other words, who should not think as he thinks, and act as he advises. 
But he had another plan in view, in which candour and liberality of sentiment, 
regard to justice, and love of country, have no part ; and he was right to insin- 
uatie the darkest suspicion to effect the blackest design. That the address 
was drawn with great art, and is designed to answer the most insidious pur- 

♦ With respect to the author of the Newburgh anonymous letters, suspicion has ever 
rested on John Armstrong, who, at the timp of their appearance, was a major in the 
army, and for rome time aid de camp to Major-General Gates. Though many cir- 
cumitances conspired to fix this suspicion on >Jajor Armstrong and a few coni'ederates, 
the real fact has never been established till recently. In the last number of the United 
States Magazine f pvblished in New- York, General Armstrong has announced himself to 
be the author of these notorious letters. In justification of bis motives he maintains 
^ that they were written by himself at the solicitation of his friends as the chosen organ 
to express the sentiments of the officers of the army, and were only an honeal and 
man/y, though perhaps an indiscreet endeavour to support pttblic credit and do justice to 
a long Buflering, patient, and gallant soldiery." In the same publication. General Arm- 
■troDg has thought proper to risk his reputation on (he hold and unqualified assertion. 
that the slander propagated and believed for half a century, that two distinguished offi- 
cers of the revolution had conspired to put down the Commander in Chief, is an iwpit- 
dtfU and vile falsehood from beginning to end. 
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poses ;^tbat it is calculated to impress the mind with an idea of premeditated 
injustice in the sovereign power of the United States, and rouse all those re- 
sentments which must unavoidably flow from such a bclifef ; that the secret 
mover of this scheme, whoever he may be, intended to take advantage of the 
passions, while they were warmed by the recollection of past distresses, with- 
out giving time for cool, deliberative thinking, and that composure of mind, 
which is so necessary to give dignity and stability to measures, is rendered too 
obvious, by the mode of conducting the business, to need other proof than a 
reference to the proceedings. 

" Thus much, gentlemen, 1 have thought it incumbent on me to observe to 
you, to show on what principles I opposed the irregular and hasty meeting 
which was proposed to have been held on Tuesday last, and not because! 
wanted a disposition to give you every opportunity, consistently with your 
own honour, and the dignity of the anny, to make known your grievances. If 
m3' conduct heretofore has not evinced to you, that I have been a faithful friend 
to the army, my declaration of it at this time would be equally unavailing and 
improper. But as I was among the first who embarked in the cause of our 
common countiy ; as I have never left your side one moment, but when called 
from you on public duty ; as 1 have been the constant companion and witness 
of your distresses, and not among the last to feel and acknowledge your merits : 
as I have ever considered my own military reputation a? inseparably connected 
with that of the army ; as my heart has evei expanded with joy when 1 have 
heard its praises, and my inaignation has arisen when the mouth of detraction 
has been opened against it ; it can scarcely be supposed, at this last stage of 
the war, that 1 am mdififerent to its interests. But how are they to be promot- 
ed ? The way is plain, says the anonymous addresser. ' If war continues, 
reniove into the unsettled country ; there establish yourselves, and leave an 
ungrateful country to defend itseif !' But who are they to defend ? our wives, 
our children, our farms, and other property, which we leave behind us ? or 
in this state of hostile separation, are we to take the two first, the latter cannot 
be removed, to perish in a wilderness, with hunger, cold and nakedness ? 

'• ' If peace takes place, never sheath your swords,' says he, ' till you have 
obtained full and ample justice.' This dreadful alternative, of either deserting 
our country in the extremest hour of her distress, or turning: our arms against 
it, which is the apparent object, unless Congress can be compelled into instant 
compliance, has something so shocking in it, that humanity revolts at the idea. 
My God ! what can this writer have in view, by recommendir^ such meas- 
ures ? Can he be a friend to the army ? Can he be a friend to this country ? 
rather, is he not an insidious foe ; some emissary, perhaps, from New York, 
plotting the ruin of both, by sowing the seeds of discord and separation be- 
tween the civil and military powers of the continent ? And what a compliment 
does he pay our understandings, when he recommends measures, in either al- 
ternative, impracticable in their nature ? But here, gentlemen, I will drop the 
curtain, because it would be as imprudent in me to assign my reasons for this ' 
opinion, as it would be insulting to your conception to suppose you stood in 
need of them. A moment's reflection will convince every dispassionate mind 
')f the physical impossibility of carrying either proposal into execution. There 
might, gentlemen, be an impropriety in my taking notice, in this address to 
70U,of an anonymous production ; but the manner in which this performance 
has been introduced to the army ; the effect it was intended to have, tc^etfaer 
with some other circumstances, will amply justify my observations on the ten- 
dency of this writing. 

" With respect to the advice given by the author, to suspect the man who 
?hall recommend moderate measures, and longer forbearance, I spurn it, as 
eveiy man who regards that liberty, and reveres that justice for which we 
contend, undoubtedly must ; for if men are to be precluded from offering their 
sentiments on a matter which may involve the most serious and alarming con- 
sequences that cap invite the consideration of mankind^ reason is of no use tc^ 
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us. The /i-ecdum of speech inaj be taken away, and dumb and silent, we 
may be ied, like sheep to the slaughter. I cannot in justice to my own belief, 
and what I have great reason to conceive is the intention of Congress, con- 
clude this address, without giving it as my decided opinion, that, that honoura- 
ble body entertain exalted sentiments of the services of the army, and from a 
full conviction of its merits and sufferings, will do it complete justice. That 
their endeavours to discover and establish funds fur this purpose, have been 
unwearied, and will not cease till they have succeeded, I have not a doubt. 

*' But like all other large bodies, where there is a variety of different inter- 
ests to reconcile, their determinations are slow. Why then should we distrust 
them ? and in consequence of this distrust, adopt measures which may cast a 
shade over that glory which has been so justly acquired, and tarnish the repu- 
tation of an army which is celebrated through all Europe for its fortitude and 
Satriotism ? And for what is this done ? to bring the object we seek neareT ? 
^o, most certainly, in my opinion, it will casi it at a greater distance. For 
m;;^self, and S take no merit in giving the assurance, being induced to it from 
principles of gratitude, veracity and justice, and a grateful sense of the con- 
fidence you have ever placed ui me, a recollection of the cheerful assistance 
and prompt obedience 1 have experienced from you, under every vicissitude 
of fortune, and the sincere aflfection I feel for an army 1 have so long had the 
honour to command, will ^oblige me to declare in this public and solemn man- 
ner, that in the attainment of complete justice for all your toils and dangers, 
and in the gratification of every wish, so far as may be done consistently with 
the great duty I owe my country, and those powers we are bound to respect, 
you may freely command my services to the utmost extent of my abilities. 

" While I give you these assurances, and pledge myself in the most unequi- 
vocal manner, to exert whatever abilities I am possessed of in your favour, let 
me entreat you, gentlemen, on your part, not to take any measures, which, 
viewed in the calm light of reason, will lessen the dignity, and sully the gloiy 
you have hitherto maintained. Let me request you to rely on the plighted 
laith of your country, and place a full confidence in the purity of the intentions 
of Congress ; that previous to your dissolution as an army, they will cause all 
your accounts to be fairly liquidated, as directed in the resolutions which were 
published to you two days ago ; and that they will adopt the most effectual 
measures in their power to render ample justice to you for your faithful and 
meritorious services. And let me conjure you in the name of our common 
country, as you value your own sacred honour ; as you respect the rights of 
hunoanity ; and as you regard the military and national character of America ; 
to express your utmost horror and detestation of the man, who wishes^ under 
any specious pretences, to overturn the liberties of our country ; and who 
wickedly attempts to open the flood-gates of civil discord, and deluge our rising 
empire m blood. 

" By thus determining, and thus acting, you will pursue the plain and direct 
road to the attainment of your wishes ; you will defeat the insidious designs of 
our enemies, who are compelled to resort from open force to secret artifice. 
You will give one more distinguished proof of unexampled patriotism, and 
patient virtue, rising superior to the pressure of the most complicated suffer- 
ings ; and you will, by the dignity ofyour conduct, afford occasion for poster^ 
ity to say, when speaking of the glorious example you have exhibited to man- 
kind — had this day been wanting, the world had never seen the last stage of 
perfection to which human nature is capable of attaining." 

Having finished his incomparable and very efTiracious address, 
his Excellency withdrew, and the Convention unanimously resolved 
to present hirn their thanks, and thai he be assured, '' that tne ofTicers 
reciprocate his afrcctionate expressions with the p-eatest sincerity of 
which the' human heaj't is capable," \fWv ^yhv-h. (jenqral Knox. 
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Colonel Brooks, and Captain Howard were appointed a coiuinitlee 
lo prepare resolutions expressive of the business of the convention, 
and to report in half an hour. They reported, and the convention — 

'' Resolved unanimously, that, at the commencement of the present war, 
llie officers of tlie American army engaged in the service of their country from 
the purest love and attachment to the rights and liberties of human nature ; 
which motives still exist in the highest decree ; and that no circumstances of 
distress or dangrer shali induce a conduct that may tend to sully the reputation 
and glory which they have acquired) at the price of l^eir blood, and eigtit years 
faithful services. 

'' Resolved unanimously, that the army continue to have an unshaken confi- 
dence in the justice of Congress and their countiy^ and are fully convinced 
that the representatives of America will not disband or disperse the army, till 
their accounts are liquidated, the balances accurately ascertained, ana ade- 
quate funds established for payment ; and in this arrangement, the officers ex- 
pect that the half pay, or a commutation for it, should be efficaciously compre- 
hended. 

" Resolved unanimously, that his Excellency, the Commander in Chief, be 
requested to write to his Excellency, the President of Congress, earnestly en- 
treating the most speedy decision of that honourable body, on the subject of 
our late address, which was forwarded by a committee of the army, some of 
whom are waiting on Congress for the result. In the alternative of peace or 
war, this event would be highly satisfactory, and would produce imnaediate 
tranquillity in the minds of the army, and prevent any further machinations of 
designing men to sow discord between the civil and military powers of the 
United States. 

*' On motion, resolved unanimously, that tlie officers of the American army 
yiew with abhorrence, and reject with disdain, the infamous propositions con- 
tained in a late anonymous address to the officers of the army and resent with 
indignation the secret attempts of some unknown persons to collect the officers 
together) in a manner totally subversive of all discipline and good order. 

*' Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of the c^fficers of the army be given 
to the committee who presented to Congress the late address of the army, for 
the wisdom and prudence with which they have conducted that business ; and 
that a copy of the proceedings of this day be transmitted by the president to 
Major General McDou^all ; and that he be requested to continue his solicita- 
tions at Congress, till the objects of his mission are accomplished." 

The* result of the foregoing proceedings, was, by the Commander 
in Chief, transmitted to Congress, accompanied by an impressive let- 
ter, of which the following is an extract. 

'' That in the critical and perilous moment when the last mentioned com- 
muTiication was made, there was the utmost danger tliat a dissolution of the 
army would have taken place, unless measures similar to those recommended, 
had been adopted, will not admit of a doubt. That the adoption of the reso- 
lution granting half pay for life, has been attended with all the happy conse- 
quences I had foretold, so far as respected the good of the service, let the as- 
tonishing contrast between the state of the army at this instant, and at the for- 
mer period determine. 

" And that the establishment of funds, and security of the payment of all the 
just demands of the army will be the most certain means of preserving the na- 
irional faiMi and future tranquillity of this extensive continent, is my decided 
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opinion Bj the preceding remarks, it will readily be imagined, that instead 
of retracting and reprehending, from further experience and reflection, the 
mcide of compensation so strenuously uii^ed in the enclosure^: I am more and 
more confirmed in the sentiment, and if m the wrong, suffer me to please my- 
self with the grateful delusion. For if« besides the simple payment of their 
wages, a further co>mpeD6ation is not due to the sufferings and sacrifices of the 
officers, then have I been mistaken indeed. If the whole army have not merit- 
ed whatever a grateful people can bestow, then have I been beguiled by pre- 
judice, and built opinion on the basis of error. If this country should not in the 
event perform every thing; which has been requested in the late memorials to 
Co^resst then will my belief become vain^ and the hope that has been excited 
void of foundation. And ift as has been suggested for the purpose of inflaming 
their passionS) the officers of the army are to be the only sufferers by this rev- 
olution, if, retiring from the field, they are to erow old in poverty, wretched- 
ness and contempt ; if they are to wade through the vile mire of dependency, 
and owe the miserable remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto been 
spent in honour, then shall I have learned what ingratitude is, then shall I have 
realized a tale which will embitter every moment of my future life. But I 
am under no such apprehensions ; a country rescued by their arms from im- 
pending ruin, will never leave unpaid the debt of gratitude. 

G. Washington." 

March 22rf. — Congress at length came to the following resolu- 
tions: — 

^Whereas the officers of the several lines under the immediate command 
of bis Excellency General Washington, did by their late memorial transmitted, 
xepresent to Congress, that the half pay granted by sundry resolutions was re- 
l^arded in an unfavourable light by tne citizens of some of the states, who 
would prefer a eomjpensation for a limited term of years, or by a sum in gross, 
to an establisment for life ; and did on this account solicit a commutation of 
their half pay for an equivalent, in one of the modes abovementioned, in order 
to remove all subjects of dissatisfaction from the minds of their fellow citizens :. 
And whereas Congress are desirous, as well of gratifying the reasonable ex- 
pectations of the officers of the army, as of removing all objections which may 
exist in any* part of the United States to the principles of the half pay estab- 
lishment, tor which the faith of the United States has been pledged ; per- 
suaded that these objections can only arise from the nature of the compensa- 
tion, not from any indisposion to compensate those whose services, sacrifices^ 
and sufferings, have so justly a title to the approbation and rewards of their 
country : 

** Therefore resolved, that such officers as are now in service, and shall con- 
tinue therein to the end of the war, shall be entitled to receive the amount of 
five years full pay in money, or securities on interest at six per cent, per an- 
num, as Congress shall fina most convenient, instead of the half pay promised 
for life, by the resolution of the 2 1st day of October, 1780, the said securities 
to be such, as shall he given to the creditors of the United States. Provided 
that it be at the option of the lines of the respective states, to accept or refuse 
the same. And provided also, that their election shall be signified to Coiv- 
gress, through the Commander in Chief, from the lines under his immediate 
command within two months ; and through the commanding officer of tlie 
«outhern army, from those under his command, within six months, from the* 
date of this resolution. 

" That the same computation shall extend to the corps not belonging to the 
lines of particular states, and who are entitled to half pay for life as aforesaid ;: 
the acceptance or refusal to be determined by corps, and to be signified in the 
same manner, and within the same time as abovementioned. 

** That all officers belonging to the hospital department, who are entitled te* 
half pay bv the resolution of tlie 17th day of Januar}% 1781, may collectively 
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agree to accept, or refuse the aforesaid commutation, signifying the same 
tiirous^b the Commander in Chief, within six months from this time. 

'^ That such officers as have retired at different periods, entitled to half pay 
for lite, may, collectively in each state, in which they are inhabitants, accept 
or refuse the same ; their acceptation or refusal to be signified by agents, au- 
thorized for this purpose, within six months from this period. That with re- 
spect to such retiring officers, the commutation, if accepted by them, shall 
be in lieu of whatever may be now due to them, since the time of their retiring 
from service, as well as of what might hereafter become due, and that as soon 
as their acceptance shall be signified, the superintendent of finance be, and he 
is hereby, directed to take measures for the settlement of their accounts ac- 
cordingly, and to issue to them certificates bearing interest at six per cent. 

** That all officers entitled to half pay for life, not included irt the preceding 
j'esolution, may also collectively agree to accept, or refuse the aforesaid com-' 
mutation, signifying the same within six months from this time." 

April 18/A. — Tlio Commander in Chief thus addressed the ann\ 
on the cessation of hostilities : — 

^^ The Commander in Chief orders the cessation of hostilities, between the 
United States of America and the King of Great Britain, to be publicly pro- 
claimed to-morrow at twelve o'clock, at the New Building ; and that the pro- 
elamation which will be communicated herewith, be read to-morrow evening, at 
the bead of every regiment and corps of the army ; after which, the chaplains, 
with the several brigades, will render thanks to Almighty God for all his mer- 
cies, particularly for his overruling the wrath of man to bis own glory, and 
causing the rage of war to cease among the nations." 

** The Commander in Chief, far from endeavouring to stifle the feelings of 
joy in his own bosom, offers his most cordial congratulations on the occasion, to 
all the officers of every denomination — to all the troops of the United States in 
genera], and in particular to those gallant and persevering men who had re- 
solved to defend the rights of their invaded country so long as the war should 
continue ; for these are the men who ought to be considered as the pride and 
boast of the American army, and who, crowned with well earned laurels, may 
soon withdraw from the field of glory, to the more tranquil walks of civil life. 

" While the general recollects the almost infinite va^le^p■ of scenes through 
which we have passed, with a mixture of pleasure, astonishment, and grati- 
tude — while he contemplates the prospects before us with rapture, — ^he cannot 
help wishing that all the brave men, of whatever condition they may be, who 
have shared in the toils and dangers of effecting this glorious revolution, of 
rescuing millions from the hand oppression, and of laying the foundation of a 

great empire, might be impressed with a proper idea of the dignified part they 
ave been called to act, under the smiles of Providence, on the stage of human 
affairs ; for happy, thrice happy, shall they be pronounced hereafter, who 
have contributea any thing, who nave performed the meanest office in erecting 
this stupendous fabric of Freedom and Empire, on the broad basis of inde- 
pendency ; who have assisted in protecting the rights of human nature, and 
establishing an asylum for the poor and oppressed of all nations and religions. 
" The glorious task for which we first flew to arms, being thus accomplished} 
—the liberties of our country being fully acknowledged and firmly secured, by 
the smiles of Heaven on the purity of our cause, and the honest exertions of a 
feeble people, determined to be free, against a powerful nation disposed to 
oppress them ; and the character of those who have persevered through 
every extremity of hardship, suffering and danger, being immortalized by the 
Illustrious appellation of the Patriot Army, — nothing now remains but for the 
actors of this mighty scene to preserve a perfect, unvarying consistency of 
character thmusrh the very last act ; to close the drama with applause ; and 
to retire from the military theatre with the same approba-jon of angels and 
fHpn. which b^^e crowned- ^11 their former virtuous actions. 
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**- For this purpose, no disorder or licentiousness must be tolerated ; ereiy 
iConsiderate and well disposed soldier must remember it will be absolute!/ 
necessary to wait with patience, till peace shall be declared, or Congresi 
fihall be enabled to take proper measures for the security of the public stores, 
&cJ So soon as these arrang^ements shall be made, the eeneral is confident 
there will be no delay in discharging, with every mark of distinction and hon- 
our, all the men enlisted for the war, who will then have faithfully performed 
their engagements with the public. The general has already interested him- 
self in their behalf; and he thinks he need not repeat the assurances of his 
disposition to be useful to them on the present, and every other proper occa- 
sion. In the mean time, he is determined that no military neglects or excesses 
shall ^o unpunished, while he retains the command of the army. 

'* 1 he adjut;uit-general will have such working parties detailed to assist in 
making the preparation for a general rejoicing as the chief engineer, with the 
army, shall call for ; and the quarter-master- general will also furnish such ma- 
terials as he may want. The quarter-master-general will, without delay, pro- 
cure such a number of discharges to be printed as will be sufficient for all the 
men enlisted for the war ; he will please to apply to head quarters for the form. 

*' An extra ration of liquor to be issued to every man to-morrow^ to drink 
perpetual peace ^ independence and happiness to the United States of America.^ 

The officers of the army, by their committee, tt^ared the foUow- 
ioff Address to the coininander in chief: — 

"Sir, — It is difficult for us to express the regret we feel at being obliged 
again to solicit your Excellency's attention and patronage. Next to the an- 
guish which the prospect of our own wretchedness excites in our breasts, is the 
pain which arises from the knowledge of your anxiety on account of those men 
who have been the sharers of your fortunes, and have had the honour of bein^ 
your companions through the various vicissitudes of the war. Nothing, 
therefore, but necessity, could induce us to a representation which we knolf 
must give you concern. 

" Your Excellency has so intimate a knowledge of the condition of the army» 
as to render a particular delineation unnecessary. As you have been a witness 
of our sufferings during a war uncommon in its nature, and unparalleled in ma- 
ny circumstances attending: it ; so you are now, Sir, no less a witness of the un- 
equal burden wliich has fallen on us, from the want of that provision, to which, 
from our assiduous and unremitting services, we conceive we are entitled. 
Having recently expressed our sense of what was due to our distress ; having 
repeated to your Excellency the confidence we had, that our accounts would 
be liquidated, the balances ascertained, and adequate funds provided for pay- 
ment, previous to our being dispersed or disbanded ; having seen with pleasure, 
the approbation which Congress gave our reliance, it is with a mixture of as- 
tonishment and chagrin that we view the late resolve of Congress, by which 
the soldiers for the war, and a proportionate number of officers, are to be fur- 
loughed without any one of those important objects being accomplished ; and, 
to complete the scene of woe, are to be compelled to leave the anny without 
the means of defraying the debts we have necessarily incurred in the course of 
«ervice, or even of gratifying those menials in the pittance which is their due^ 
much less to carry with us that support and comfort to our families, of which, 
from our long military services they have been deprived. No less exposed'lo 
the insults of the meanest followers of the army, than to the arrests 6f the sheriff 
— deprived of the ability to assist our families, and without an evidence that 
any thing is due to us for our services, and consequently without the least pros- 
pect of obtaining: credit for even a temporary subsistence, till we can get into 
business, — to what quarter can we look ? We take the liberty to say this, 
Sir, only to your Excellency ; and, from the sincerity of our hearts, we do it 
no less from a persuasion of the efficacy of your further efforts in our iiavour, 
|ban from the kipd assurances you have beenpleased to give iis of yo\ir pupp<^. 

48 
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" To your Excellency, then, we make one appeal, and in the most solemn 
manner, from that abhorrence of oppression and injustice which first unsheath- 
ed our swords ; from the remembrance of the common dangers through which 
we have passed ; and from the recollection of those astonishing events, which 
have been effected by our united efforts, — permit us to solicit your further aid, 
and to entreat that the order of the 2d instant, founded on the act of Congress 
of the 26th of May last, may be suspended or varied in its operation, so far as that 
no officer or soldier be obliged to receive a furlough till that honourable body 
can be apprized of the wretched situation into which the army must be plunged 
by a conformity to it ; that your Excellency will endeavour to prevail on Con- 
giess, — nay. that on the principles of common justice, you will insist that neith- 
er officer nor soldier be compelled to leave the field till a liquidation of ac- 
counts can be effected, till the balances are ascertained, certificates for the 
9ums due, given, including the commutation of half pay to the officers and 

Jrratuity of eighty dollars to the soldiers ; and till a supply of money can be 
urnished, sufficient to carry us from the field of glory, with honour to ourselves 
and ci-edit to our country. We still wish to believe, that that country, to 
which we have been so long devoted, will never look with indifference, on the 
distresses of those of her sons, who have so essentially contributed to the estab- 
lishment of freedom, the security of property, and the rearing of an empire. 

*' In the name and behalf of the generals and officens commanding regi* 
ments and corps, in tl^ cantonment on Hudson's River, 

'9 1 have the honour to be, with the highest respect^ 

Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

W. Heath, Major General, President. 
July 5th, IIQS.*' 

To the foregoing address General Washington was pleased to 
make an affectionate reply, in which among other things he observes, 
that as furloughs in all services are considered as a matter of indul- 
gence and not of compulsion, — as Congress, he is persuaded, enter- 
ton the best disposition towards the army — and as he apprehends in 
a short time the two principal articles of complaint will be removed — 
he will not hesitate to comply with the wishes of the army with re- 
spect to furloughs, &c. He cannot but hope, he observes, that the 
notes will soon arrive and that the settlement of accounts may be 
completed in a very few days. In the mean time he shall have the 
honour of laying the sentiments of the generals and officers before 
Congress; they are expressed in so decent, candid and affecting a 
manner, that he is certain every mark of attention will be paid to 
them. In his letter to the President of Congress enclosing the ad- 
dress of the officers, and his answer, his Excellency obsei*ves: — 

" These enclosures will explain the distresses which resulted from the 
measures now carrying into execution, in consequence of the resolution of the 
26th of May ; but the sensibility, occasioned by a parting scene, under such 
peculiar circumstances, will not admit of description ! While 1 consider it a 
tribute of justice, on this occasion to mention the temperate and orderly be- 
haviour of the whole army, and particularly the accommodating spirit of the 
officers, in arranging themselves to the command of the battalions, which will 
be composed of the three years' men ; permit me to recall to mind, all their 
former sufferings and merits, and to recommend their reasonable request, to 
the early and favourable notice of Congress." 

10th. — On the completion of eight years, from the memorable 
hattie of Lexington, the proclamation of the Congress for a cessa- 
iBoii of hostilitiesi was published at the door of the public building; 
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foliowed by three huzzas, after which, a prayer was offered to the 
Ahiiighty Kuler of the world, by the Rev. Mr. Ganno, and an aa- 
tiiem was performed, by voices and instruments. 

On the second of November, 1783, General Washington issued 
his farewell orders to the armies of the United States. Having ta- 
ken notice of the proclamation of Congress, of October 18th, he 
said, 

" It only remains for the Commander in Chief to address himself once more^ 
and that for the last time, to the armies of the United States, however widely 
dispersed the individuals who composed them may be, and to bid them ai 
affectionate, a long farewell. But before the Commander in Chief takes hit 
final leave of those he holds most dear, he wishes to indulge himself a few 
moments in calling to mind a slight review of the past. He will then take 
the liberty of exploring with his military friends their future prospects,— of 
advising the general line of conduct, which in his opinion, ought to be pursued^, 
and he will conclude the address by expressing the obligations he feels him** 
self under, for the spirited and able assistance he has experienced from them^ 
in the performance of an arduous office. 

*' A contemplation of the complete attainment, at a period earlier than 
could have been expected, of the object for which we contended, against so 
formidable a power, cannot but inspire us with astonishment and gratitude. 
The disadvantageous circumstances on our part, under which the war was un- 
dertaken, can never be forgotten. The signal interpositions of Providence* 
in our feeble condition, were such as could scarcely escape the attention oi 
the most unobserving ; while the unparalleled perseverance of the armies of' 
the United States, through almost every possible sufferiug and discouragement^ 
for the space of eight Ions years, was little short of a standing mirage.' - Hie 
closing words are, " and beinff now to conclude these his last public ordew. 
to take his ultimate leave in a snort time, of the military character, and to bid 
adieu to the armies he has so long had the honour to command, he can only 
a^ain offer in their behalf his recommendations to their grateful countiy, and 
bis prayers to the God of armies. May ample justice be done them h^re, and 
may the choicest of Heaven's favours both here and hereafter attend those, who^ 
under the divine auspices, have secured innumerable blessings for others. 
With these wishes, and this benediction, the Commander in Chief is about t# 
retire from service.* The curtain of separation will soon be drawn, and the 
military scene to him will be closed forever." 

The definitive treaty of peace was signed on the 23d of Septem- 
ber, and Congress, having ratified'it, they issued a proclamation to 
disband their army. The proclamation purports, " that part of the 
army which stood engaged to serve during the war, and by several 
acts of Congress had been furloughed, should be absolutely discWg- 
ed after the 3d of November from said service, and that the funner 
service in the field of the officers deranged, and on finlough, are now 
dispensed with, and they have permission to retire from service, no 
more to be called to command, &c." In their proclamation. Con- 
gress give their thanks to tlie army for their exertions in the cause of 
America, and the Common rights of mankind. The mode of disband- 
ing the army, was well calculated to prevent any disorders, which 
might have been the consequence of dismissing a largo' number of 
men in a body. The advice of their beloved Commander in Chiefs 
and the resolves of Congress to pay and compensate them in such 
manner as the ability of the United States would permit, operated 
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to keep them quiet and prevent tumult* Painful indeed, was tte 
|)arting scene, no description can be adequate to the tragic exhibi-^ 
tion. Both officers and soldiers, long unaccustomed to the afiair^ 
of private hfe, turned loose on the world, to starve, and to become a 
prey to vulture speculators. Never can that melancholy day be 
forgotten, when friends, companions for seven long years in joy, and 
in sorrow, were torn asunder, without the hope of ever meeting again, 
and with prospects of a miserable subsistence in future* Among 
other incidents peculiarly affecting on this occasion, were the la- 
mentations of women and children, earnestly entreating that those 
with whom they had been connected in the character of husband 
and father, would not withdraw from them the hand of kindness and 
protection, and leave them in despair ; but in several instances, the 
reply was, " no, we took you as companions during the war^ and now 
we are destitute of the means of support, and you must provide for 
yourselves." 

November ^5th. — ^The British army evacuated New- York, and 
the American troops, under GeneralKnoXy took possession of the 
city. Soon after. General Washington and Governor Clinton, with 
their suite^ made their public entry into the city on horseback, fol- 
lowed by the lieutenant governor, and the members of council, for 
the temporary government of the southern district, four abreast. 
General Knox, and the officers of the army, eight abreast ; citizens 
on horseback, eight abreast — the speaker of the assembly, and citi- 
zens on foot, eight abreast. The governor gave a public dinner, at 
which the Conunander in Chief, and other general officers were 
present. The arrangeitietits for the whole business were so well 
made, and executed, that the most admirable tranquillity succeed- 
ed through the day and night. On Monday the governor gave an 
elegant entertainment to the French ambassador, the Chevalier de 
la Luzerne ; General Washington, the principal officers of New-* 
York state, and of the army, and upwards of a htmdi-ed gentlemen 
were present. Magnificent fireworks, infinitely exceeding every 
thing of the kind before seen in the United States, were exhibited 
at tne Bowling Green, in Broadway, on the evening of Tuesday, in 
celebration of the definitive treaty of peace. They cotnmenced by 
a dove descending ^vith the olive branchy and setting fire to a marron 
battery. On Tuesday noon, December 4th, the principal officers of 
the army assembled at Francis' tavern, to take a final leave of their 
tnuch loved Commander in Chief. Soon after, his Excellency en- 
tered the roonl. His emotions Were too strong to be concealed. 
Filling a glass, he turned to thein and said, " With a heart full of 
love and gratittide, I now take leave of you. T most devoutly wish 
that your latter days maj[ be as prosperous and happy as vour for- 
tner ones have been glorious and honourable." Having drank, he 
ftdded, " I cannot come to each of you to take my leave, but shall 
be obliged to you, if each of you will come and take me by the hand." 
(Sreneral Knox being nearest, turned to him« Incapable of utter' 
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ailc6, Washington, in tears^ grasped his hand, embraced 2|.nd kissed 
him. In the same affectionate manner, he took leave of each suc- 
f^eeding officer. In every eye was the tear of dignified sensibihty, 
and not a word was articulated to interrupt the eloquent silence, 
and tenderness of the scene. Leaving the room, he passed through 
the corps of light infantry, and walked to White Hall, where a barge 
waited to convey him to Paulus' Hook. The whole company fol- 
lowed in mute and solemn procession, with dejected countenances, 
testifying feelings of delicious melancholy, wJnich no language can 
describe. Having entered the barge, he turned to the company, 
and waving his hat, bid them a silent adieu. '^I'hey paid him the 
same affectionate compliment, and after the barge had left them, re- 
turned in the same solemn manner, to the place where they had as^ 
sembled. The passions of human nature were never more tenderly 
agitated than in this interesting and distressful scene. 

General Washington now repaired to Annapolis, where Congress 
were in session, to whom he resigned his commission, which, eight 
years before, he had received from this honourable body. On the 
23d of December, the day appointed for the very interesting transac- 
tion, a vast concourse of spectators attended. The gallery was fill- 
ed with a group of ladies, and some graced the floor of Congress. 
The governor, council, and legislature of Maryland, several general 
officers, the consul general of France, and numerous citizens of An- 
napolis were present. Congress were seated and covered, as repre- 
sentatives of the sovereignty of the union ; the spectators were un- 
covered and standing, xhe general was introduced to a chair by 
the secretary, who, after a decent interval ordered silence. A 
short pause ensued, when the honourable Thomas Mifflin, the pre- 
sident, informed the general that " the United States, in Congress 
assenlbled, were prepared to receive his communications." On 
which he rose with dignity, and delivered this address. 

" Mr. President, — The great events on which my resipiation depended, 
having at length taken place, I now have the honour of offering my sincere 
congratulations to Congress, and of presenting myself before them, to surren- 
der into their hands, the trust committed to me, and to claim the indulgence of 
retiring from the service of my country. 

" l£ppy in the confirmation of our independence and sovereignty, and 
pleased with the opportunity a£forded the United States, of becoming a re- 
spectable nation, l resign with satisfaction the appointment I accepted with 
diffidence ; a diffidence in my abilities, to accomplish so arduous a task, 
which, however, was superseded, by a confidence in the rectitude of our 
cause, the support of the supreme power of the union, and the patronage of 
Heaven. 

*' The successful termination of the war has verified the most sanguine ex- 
pectations, — my gratitude for the interpositions of Providence, and the assist- 
ance I have received from my countrymen, increase with every review of the 
momentous contest. 

^ " While I respect my obligations to the army in general, I should do injus- 
tice to my own feelings, not to acknowledge in tnis place, the peculiar services 
and distinguished merits of the persons, who have been attached to my person 
during the war. It was impossible the choice of confidential officers, to com- 
me wy family) should have keen more fortunate. Permit me, Sir, to reco\xvr 
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mend in particular, those who have continued in the service to the present 
moment, as worthy of the favourable notice and patronage of Congress. 

** I consider it as an indispensable duty to close this last solemn act of my 
official life, by commending the interests of our dearest country, to the protec- 
tion of Almighty God, and those who have the superintendence of them to his 
holy keeping. 

" Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from the great 
theatre of action ; and, bidding an affectionate farewell to this august body, 
under whose orders I have long acted, I here offer my commission^ and take 
my leave of all the employments of public life." 

This address being ended, General Washington advanced and 
delivered his commission into the hands of the President of Con- 
gress, who replied as follows : — * 

"The United States in Congress assembled, receive with emotions too af- 
fecting for utterance, the solemn resignation of the authorities under which 
you have led their troops with success, through a perilous and doubtful war. 

*' Called on by your country to defend its invaded ri^ts, you accepted the 
sacred charge before it had formed alliances, and whilst it was without frieodB 
or a government to support you. 

" You have conducted the great military contest with wisdom and fortitude, 
invariably regarding the rights of the civil power, through all disasters and 
changes. You have by the love and confidence of your fellow citizens, ena- 
bled them to display their martial genius, and transmit their fame to posterity; 
you have persevered till these United States, aided by a magnanimous king 
and nation, have been enabled under a just Providence, to close the war in 
safety, freedom, and independency ; on which happy event, we sincerely join 
you m congratulations. 

" Having defended the standard of liberty in this new world ; having taught 
a lesson useful to those who inflict, and to those who feel oppression, you retire 
from the great theatre of action, with the blessings of your fellow citizens; but 
the glory of your virtues will not terminate with your military command, it 
will continue to animate remotest ages. We feel with you, our obligations to 
the army in general, and will particularly charge ourselves, with the interest 
of those confidential officers, who have attended your person to this affecting 
moment. 

** We join you in commending the interests of our dearest country to the 
protection of Almighty God, beseeching him to dispose the hearts and minds of 
its citizens to improve the opportunity afforded them of becoming a happj 
and respectable nation ; and for you we address to Him our earnest prayers, 
that a life so beloved, may be fostered with all his care ; that your days may 
be happy, as they have been illustrious, and that he will finally give you that 
reward, which this world cannot give."* 



amm^a^ 



^ Thacher's Military Journal, page 394—436. 



:UAPTER V. 



A <:eNCISE VIEW OP THE PRINCIPLES OP THE CONSTIT&TieN AND GOV- 
ERNMENT OP THE UNITEl) STATES, WITH ITS ADVANTAGES CONTRAST- 
ED WITH OTHER PORMS OP GOVERNMENT. 

It is a problem, concerning which politicians and men of science, 
have essentially differed, what is the importance of the mere forms 
of government, and how far they contribute to the Hberty and stabili- 
ty of a state. Some have considered that civil liberty and social hap- 
piness, depend almost entirely on the form of government, whilst 
others viewing the subject in a different light, regard the form of gov- 
ernment as whollj^ immaterial, and attribute the order and happiness 
of a nation to the intelligence and habits of the people, and tne wis* 
dom and virtues of its rulers. This idea has been happily expressed 
fci the persuasive language of poetry : 

" For forms of government let fools contest, 
Whate'er is best administer'd is best." 

At the present day, it would be trifling, to attempt to refute a pro- 

Iiosition so essentially and obviously fallacious : it would be scarcely 
ess absurd to maintain that the course of the seasons, and the delight- 
ful changes of climate, or of heat and cold which attend them, and 
the progress of vegetation, are wholly independent of the influence 
of the sun, and produced entirely by certain inherent qualities in the 
earth or atmosphere, than to contend that civil order and social hap- 
piness are not at all affected by the form of civil government. 

And it may be remarked, that there is a fallacy even in the very 
terms in which the opinion is expressed. The word fmm^ is fre- 
quently used in contradistinction to the word substance; and in 
which case the form of a thing may be immaterial : but when appli- 
ed to government, this expression signifies somotliing vei^ different : 
if form of government means any thing, it must mean the fiarae, out- 
line or constitution of government. Form of government therefore, 
signifies, the kind or description of government; to speak of two 
governments of the same kind or description, but with different formSi 
would be an absurdity in terms. The proposition therefore is, that 
•very kind of/government, as a monaichy and democracy, are essen- 
tially the same, or that their advantages and disadvantages are 
equally balanced, and that one is as conducive to civil liberty and 
stability as the other ; the only difference being in the mamier in 
-which they are administered. If this proposition is not self-evident- 
ly false, it is dilficult to ^one^ve of one that is. What is government ? 
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Jt is power or force, applied to a certain object ; and the administration 
of government is the exercise of this power. This power is of ditferent 
kinds, and exists in different forms or modifications ; but in all cases 
it must be essentially of one of two kinds, either physical or moral; 
and hence governments are most naturally and properly divided into 
two classes, those in which the power is essentially physical, and 
those in which it is essentially moral : the latter is a government of 
reason in which the "just powers of the government are derived from 
the consent of the governed," and are exercised in conformity to 
tlieir will, constitutionally expressed; the former consists of the 
exertion of actual or phjrsical force in opposition to the will of the 
governed, and in constraint thereof. It is tine that in every form of 
civil polity, the two qualities here noticed must exist in some degree ; 
yet the hifluence of one or the other, predominates and constitutes 
the principle of the government. 

A more just definition of r free government has not, perhafjs, been 
given, than that by a distinguished American,* namely that it is the 
substitution of moral for physical force. The principle of govern- 
ment, and the form or frame of it, are not convertible terms, for on 
the same principle, the structure of the fabric admits of many varie- 
ties. In a government, tlie principle of which is reason, the frame 
may be extensively varied, and diversified ; but there is a limit be- 
yond which it cannot proceed: hence an absolute monarchy, or 
aristocracy, is entirely inconsistent with a goveri^ment of reason, 
and will only admit of the principle of actual force ; such a g6vem- 
raent must almost pecessanly possess a military character, as where 
the mil of one man constitutes the supreme law, it will be in oppo- 
sition to the will of the governed, and can only be enforced by the 
terrors of the sword. The frame of government, consists of the ar- 
rangement and adjustment of its powers, and the manner in which 
they are to be exercised. In moaem language, this is called a con- 
stitution ; and emanating directly or indirectly from the people, and 
in the same manner sanctioned by them, it is an authority above the 
legislature, or tlie law-making power, in whatever hands that may 
be confided, and cannot be abrogated or altered by the legislative 
power, but on the contrary, is binding upon it, prescribes its limits, 
and the extent of its authority, and regulates its conduct. The 
constitutional law, according to the sentiments of all enlightened 
politicians, at the present day, and the general understanding of the 
people in this country, constitutes the supreme authority in a state, 
and is above the reach of the ordinary legislature, and as much 
binding thereon, asitis on individuals, and instead of their having the 
power to alter, or in any way vary its provisions, if any law, or act 
of theirs, is repugnant thereto, it is absolutely void. This may truly 
be said to be the authority of law, in contradistinction to that of man 5 
the constitutional law is a rule for the state, in its corporate capacity. 
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unci for tlic governors, as the olTicers of that corporalion, as inucli as 
lh(^ law of the onlinary legislature is a rulc^ for the people, in their 
iiKlividual capacity. The people, in the Ihiited States, at the present 
(lay, are so familiar vA\h these i leaS; aiul iu ^^'ueral entertain such 
clear anddisiiiict notious.. as to the chstinetion between constitution- 
ill law, auti tMai of tlu^ (mliuary legislature, and have heard so much 
said about coiislitulional an! uncon^iiilutional laws, it is scarcely 
recollected, i'latthis doclriue is of recent dat(*, and for which the 
world is iudv'bled to Ameilca : f< ^r, if it did not (ui^^inatc^ in this 
country, it was iiere ihit it was first r(*duc(\l to practice, exemplified, 
and its utility and practicahiliiy fully established. The ancients 
had not even a coni:e[)t.ion of conslitutional principles, as they are 
here understood, and hence t'l.* word c-h'^slilnfinif. as Mr. Jefferson 
has fully den)onstrated, si{i;uifictl the same, as slafuft!, Idic, oy ordi- 
nance; and these were synonymous aiid convertible terms, and so 
used by idl foruKT writ(»rs on •^overnivient, b;)lh Roman and British. 
And before the terms of the civil law wcvk' introduccvl into Britain, 
the corresponding; Saxon words /;/./ and .v./, were used by our Saxon 
aiicestoi-s. It is (rue that \\\ Great nrilain, all classes speak of a 
constitution, as ire'.|U(Mi(ly as is done here ; and likc^v/ise. of certain 
principles, acts, and historic events, as formings:, '^va\\ bchii; a part of 




Iricnnial and septennial acts, iSLC. ; by which certain i)rinciples are 
considered as being incorporated into the governnuMit, or established 
in such a nianntir, as that they are not to l^e abnxTiitf il or altered by 
Parliament. Vet nevertheless, it is a maxim whi(rh is insisttM.1 on by 
tlieir ablest politi(jal writers and jurisis, that l^uliament is omnijx;- 
terit, and (ran do any thing which is not physically or morally im- 
practicable. And it is a clear and just priu-iple, that a suhsefiuent 
Parliament possesses the same powers as a prior Pailiament, and 
can repeal, abrogate, or (|ualily iheir st?iiuies: and even a subse- 
([iientact, without conlainingany express r(peal of a former statute, 
il repugnant thereto, abrogates th(^ prior law, as it is a maxim in 
the English law, that, Lr,^:v:o postrio/is prioros vovtmvius ahrn^ant. 
It is dilificult to reconcile the principle of the omnipoKMice of Parlia- 
ment with the idea of a constitution, which is noi only of hiiiher au- 
thority than any act of th(^ legislature, but bindiui; on then), and a^ 
rule to regulate their conduct. 'I'iie notion of the omnipoter.ce cf 
Parliament. su|)poses tliat ii can aiuiiliiliite itself, alter tiu^ principles 
on which it is constituted, destroy or alter thf^ co-oi\lii:ate branches 
of government, thc^ (?x<\'utive and judu'iary, by \estmg their pov/eis 
in different bodies, modi(\iug and resliiiting tluMn, as they pleased, 
or assuming them themselv(^s. it is apparent, tiiatinany of tliese 
acts would be wholly n^pugnant to the i)r(;vailing opinicnis, as to tlie 
^Constitution of government intliat countrv*. inr.l indeed reijugujintto 

.If) 
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the idea oijixcd principles of government of any kind. The advo- 
cates of the British system, must either abandon the principle of the 
absolute power of Parliament, or relinquish all pretensions to a con- 
stitution, or any fixed principles of goveiimient. 

But ii is very evident, that as loii;:: as the present form of govem- 
nioiit (»:\ists. Parliament does not possessor exercise absolute autho- 
rity, for if it (lid, that form of ^overnnhuit would be ipse facto, de- 
stroyed ; for although the English system does not comprise a con- 
stitution, according to American ideas, yet it is a government consti- 
tuted and administered aecoidii»g to certain Jixed principles^ which 
p(isse^s an authority and stability, ])aramount toan act of Parliament- 
The most important of these, are a separation of the different powers 
of government, and the confiding of those powej s to a distinct and 
sepiiiate magistracy, the extent and limits of tliese powers, relative 
to each other, and the pruiciples on which the legislative department 
is constituted. These principles cannot be altered without chang- 
ing the form or theory of the government ; tlu^y must therefore 
partake of the nature of constitutional law, and constitute the frame 
or outline of the system of civil polity. 

But tlie English constitution, both as to the origin and nature of it, 
is essentially different from the constitution of the United States, or 
the indiviflual states. The basis of the English system, is the di- 
vision, adjustment, and balance of power, between what is called 
the thieve estates of the kingdom, consisting of the king, lords, and 
comn)ons, or king, nobility, and people. Their system, therefore, 
has for its basis, social distinctions^ and recognizes not only the just- 
ness and propriety of these distinctions, but also the sepai^ate nghts 
and privileges which appertain to these different and artificial class- 
es, into which society is divided, and attempts to maintain and pre- 
serve their separate rights and privileges, by a distribution and bal- 
ance of the powers of government between them. The basis of 
their system is the inccjuality^ and the basis of ours is the equality^ of 
mankind, in their social character and relations, as well as in their 
natural rights. Tlu^ir system is designed to maintain and regulate 
an uin)atural, unequal, and unjust state of social order, and social 
rights ; our system establish(^s and regulates social order, upon the 
natural rights of man ; and maintains and defends all those rights, 
which are not incompatible with a state of society. 

The o/7£f/72, or estai)lisiimcnt of the British constitution, and that 
of the I'liited States, is entirely different, in principle, as well as in 
fact. Theirs is called a compact between the three ' estates,' which 
supposes a contract, or assent, between the king, the nobility, and 
the peopl(\ as to the share in tlie government, which each possesses. 
But their history suliicientlv shews, that there is no foundation for 
this in fact, and that it would be much more just to denommate their 
constitution a compromise, consisting of mutual concessions made 
by the three estates. It is however, much more correct, and conso- 
nant to historic truth, to regard it as the result oi concessions extorted 
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by the people from the crown, and the nobility, Fioni the earliest' 
period of their history, there has been a constant stru^i^le l>etween 
the king, the nobility, and the people : at times, tliis has broken out 
into civil wars, and formerly produced almost a constant state of 
civil commotion. Anciently, the contest was between the barons 
and the crown. The people, or, as they were then calltHl, the com- 
mons, were not represented in Parliament, and had no share in the 
government, until the year 12G5, after whirli, they increased in 
strength and importance. At one period, one oi' these interests has 
prevailed, and encroached upon, and ofjcn nearly crushv?d the oth- 
ers ; at another period, and under a different leign, a dili'erent inter- 
est, or estate, has predominated, and entrenched on the others. 
When the sovereign was a man of talents and energy, ambitious, 
and tyrannical, he stretchcul tlic nreiogatives of the crown, and en- 
croached on the rights of the nobility and the people ; and on the 
contrary, when the crown has been possessed by a weak man, the 
nobles or tlie people have (^xtoited from him certain concessions, 
wliich have been denominated privileges. By the colHsions of these 
opposing interests, anci their constant acting and re-acting on each 
other, and by the concessions which have been made, each party has 
acquired certain rights, which are acknowledged by the other par- 
ties ; and the possession, enjoyment, and definition of these rights, 
constitutes certain fixed principles, which form thei outlines of their 
government. The rights of the crown are called prerogatives, those 
of the people, privileges. 

Hen^e, the English theoiy of government, consists only of the 
respective rights of the three estates, and the manner in which they 
are to be exercised and enjoyed, or, in other words, the power which 
each possess in the government, and the principles on which it is 
exercised. To vary tlie rights or power of either of th(^ estates, is to 
change the constitution ; and the balance of these powei-s constitutes 
the stability of the government, and of the nation. 

How different is the constitution of the linit(;d States from that 
of England, as to the origin and source of it, — as well as in its prin- 
ciples ? Ours is the act of the people : — it is a solemn declaration 
oi the will of the nation, as to the manner in wliich it will be govern- 
ed ; it is a delegation, or rather the organization of power, for a 
specific object, the extent of which is defined, and the manner in 
which it is to be exercised, prescribed. As u is tlu* act of the peo- 
ple, it pre-supposcs the sover(^igniy residing in tliem, ar.d from lis 
source, and origin, necessarily poss(^sses an obligation ]?aramounL to 
a law of the legislature, which is only one of the branches of ma;:is- 
tracy created by its provisions, and d^nivhig its existence, as w (^.11 as 
its authority, from it. 

With the exception of the recent rc^publics ofSoutli America, that 
of the United States, is, perhaps, the onlv existing govonment which 
was formally instituted, and established as the act of the nation. 
As society, even in its simplest forms, cannot exist without somr. 
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kind of civil polity, there is no way, that a government could be es- 
tablished at one time, as the act of the nation, without the existing 
authorities concurring therein, and this they will never do ; ami 
hence the adoption of new institutions must be preceded by a revolu- 
tion, which subverts the authority of a nation, or separates one state 
from the dominion of another. In either of these events, a nation 
has the opportunity and privilege of establishing a system of govern- 
ment for itself, and may, if it pleases, '" abolish the forms to which it 
has been accustomed, and provide new guards for its future securi- 
ty."* But if, in either of these cases, a nation proceeds to form and 
adopt political institutions, it is not to be supposed that tliey 
will consider the subject entirely in the abstract, regaixling only the 
principles of freedom, and the maxims of experience, and that they 
will wholly disregard the '" forms lo which they have been accustom- 
ed." 'I'his would bo impossible ; and if those who may be entrust- 
ed to devise and frame a system, were themselves above, and could 
disregard the influence here spoken of, they would be under ihe 
necessity of conforming in a considerable degree, to the oj3inions, 
habits, and even the prejudices of the natron. Hence new institu- 
tions must contain a certain portion of the spirit and principles of 
the old. 

Such was the condition and the conduct of the American colo- 
nies on their separation from Great Britain. They were called on 
to provide systems for their own security, but they did not disregard 
the " forms to which they had been accustomed." In many of the 
colonies little or no change took place, except the abrogation of the 
dominion of the i3ritish sovereign, and those alterations in the forais 
of administration which that recjuired, by substituting the authority 
of the state for that of the cro\vr>. 

In Connecticut and Rhode-Island, no new constitution v^^ 
adopted ; the government was orG;anized and administered under 
the same forms, and so continued, the former until 1818, and the 
latter to the present time. Ciiai*ter goveinments having been estab- 
hshed in these two coloniers sivingthe people the power of appoint- 
ing all their ofiicers, the authority of the crown, as it respect(^ t!ic 
internal administration, had never been but little more than nominal. 
In the other colonies, the separation from the parent country pit> 
duced a greater (change in their political situation, and they found it 
n(^cessary to provide new guards for tlieir security, and called con- 
ventions and fjamed constitutions during the agitations of the revo- 
lution. The time was inau3])icious, in every respect but one ; it was 
calculated to ensure unanimity in favour of the new systems, what- 
ever might be their imperfections, this measure being then regarded 
asindis))ensable, and as a part of the means for sustaining the inde- 
pendence and attitude of the countiy. From these considemtions. 
two consequ(Mices followed ; the first, that the systems, in the several 
states, ditfered fi'om each either, each retaining a greater or less defrre 
of the fornks and principles that v/ere already established, and to 
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which they had become accustomed ; and secondly, that there was 
not that full and profound consideration bestowed on the subject 
which its importance demanded. '^J'o the causes specified, are to be 
referred many of thedeft^cts in the constitutions of the original states. 
But, on the other hand, it is to one of these causes, namely, the char- 
acter of the institutions existing at the time of the separation, and the 
fruits which they had produced, to which we are indebted, not only 
for many of the excellencies of our system, but in some degree for the 
effecting of our independence, and still more for permanently secur- 
ing the l)lessings of civil liberty upon the most rational principles 
and durable foundations. 

But, notwithstanding the difference in the theory, or minuter fea- 
tures of the constitutions of the original states, they were all estab- 
lished on the same bases, and possessed the essential outlines of a 
republican form. I'hese bases are, first, the sovereignty of the people. 
which implies that tliey are the only legitimate source of all authority 
and government, and that the constitution emanates from them, and 
is only a formal declaration of their will, as to the manner in which 
they will be governed, or rather will govern themselves ; and conse- 
quently admits that they retain the power of altering or abolishing the 
same, either in a way prescribed in the cx)nstitution itself, or from an 
original exertion of power ; in the former case, the act would be 
done under, and by the authority of the existing constitution, and in 
the latter, from the power inherent in the people, and which, from tlie 
aforesaid principle constituting the basis of our political systems, 
that the sovereign power resides in the people, they cannot divest 
themselves of. 1 ne power which can create, can alter or abolish ; 
and if the people, in framing a constitution, should insert in it an ex- 
press provision, that it was never to be altered or amended, this could 
no more take away the right of the citizens of the same state, at any 
subsequent period, to alter or abolish such constitution, and to pro- 
vide such new forms as the cliange in their situation might require, 
than a provision in the statute of the ordinary legislature, that the 
same should never be repealed or altered, can tie up tiie hands of a 
subsequent legislature ; and it is an establisiied piinciple, wherever 
legislation exists, whatever may be its forms, that the prior legisla- 
ture possesses no greater authority than any subsequent ones, and 
tliat it can enact no law but what may be repealed by a subsequent 
legislature. 

The essential republican forms, which belong to the constitutions 
of the several states, consist in this : that the powers of government, 
delegated or constituted, are to be exercised by persons elected by the 
people, cither primarily or secondarily, for limited periods. This is 
what is called the elective, or representative principle, and constitutes 
the fundamental feature in the republican form of government. The 
(bitns, founded on this principle, may be variously modified ; but 
where the principle is not essentially departed from, they must be 
regarded as republican. From this view of the principles of oiTr 
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government, the inconsistency which many have supposed involved 
in the notion that the sovereip;n power existed in the people, whil'^ 
th( y were obliged to submit to the laws of tlie legislature and .lin 
autiiority of the magistrate, is obviated ; as it will be perceived that 
the S()ver(^ign power existing in the ()eople at large, is that natmtil 
inherent righl of se/f government^ which has not and cannot be del- 
egated; and is separate and distinct from the ordinary powers of 
gov ei iiment. This power is paramount to the constituted authority, 
and is not ordinarily exerted ; and as long as this is the case, it does 
not c(>ntroul or counteract the exertion and authority of the powers 
delei;ated. 

1 he constitution of the United States established a national gov- 
ernment, or a government for the several states, united as one people 
and one indc^pendent nation. To form one common government for 
a country of great exi(»nt and diversity of climate, consisting of thir- 
teen distinct and essentially sovereign states, held together only by 
some common sympathies and the mere semblance of general author- 
ity, w as an object attended with apparently insurmountable difficul- 
ties. A national government could be established in one only of 
thiee ways. First, by a consolidation of the states, the abolition of 
the state authorities, and the institution of one simple government, 
possessing a unity of authority ; secondly, by a compact or union of 
the states in their corporate capacities, which could be little more 
than a permanent alhance, offensive and defensive, between the 
states ; or, thirdly, a mixed and compound government, containing a 
moditication of the features and prhiciples of both of these two 
plans. 

JVom the general unsettled aspect of affairs, and the alanning 
condition of the country at the time the fonnation of a more efficient 
government was agitated, a dangerous spirit of insubordination and 
actual rebtillion having shewn themselves in some of the states, and 
many enlightened citizens and good patriots having lost their confi- 
dence in the capacity of the people for self government, there is no 
doubt, that at that dark period in our history, there was a portion of 
our citizens, a small minority of the whole, yet respectable in point 
of numbers as well as talents, who preferi*ed a government of the 
first description — an efficient national government. But the temper 
of the times was little calculated to favour so great a change in the 
institutions of the country ; and those most inclined this waj^ limited 
their views to what they called a permanent and efficient national 
government, without a consolidation of the states or abolition of the 
local authorities. Indeed no one thought the first plan practicable ; 
and as to the second, it was substantially the system then existing, 
called the confederation, tlie insufficiency and defects of which were 
so sensibly felt, and the very evils w hich the nation was attempting 
to remedy. The third plan only remained ; and on that the conven- 
tion proceeded to deliberate and act, and finally matured the system 
comprised in the present constitution of the United States. It is 
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however evident, that it was not the original intention, either of the 
people or the legislatures of the states which appointed members to 
the convention, or of the congress wliich recommended the same, 
that a government should be established on this basis, or that a new 
system should be introduced ; the only expectation was to revise and 
huprove the old one, so as to give additional authority to congress, 
es[)ecially as to the regulacion of commerce and raising a revenue 
fix>m imposts. Tliis formed one of the most powerful objections to 
the constitution. It was claimed that the convention had exceeded 
their powers, and that, instead of their revising and proposing alter- 
ations in the existing system, they had devised and framed an entire 
new system of government. This gmimd of objecti^n was urged 
with great vehemence, eloquence and eifect, by the great orator of 
Vii^nia, Patrick Henry, in the convention of that state. He asked 
by what authority the convention had fmmed a constitution in the 
name and behalf of the people — by what authority they used the lan- 
guaj^e, "we the people of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect union," &c. when they were appointed by the states " for the 
sole and express purpose of revising the articles of confederation, and 
reporting to congress alterations therein,"* which articles were es- 
tablished by the states, and were the offspring of their power and wilK 

As is usually the case with every thing which excites a strong pop- 
ular feeling and interest, the new constitution was assailed with 
objections of a directly opposite nature ; whilst on the one hand it 
partook of th<^ nature of an original independent government, and 
tended to mcMii.c and annihilate the state governments, on the other 
it was too weak, and the states too strong ; more power was requir*- 
ed in the head and less in the members. It was also objected that 
the government was neither federative nor independent ; but a mix- 
ed, compound system, partaking of the nature of both ; that the 
machinery of it was complex and intricate, which would render its 
operations tedious and uncertain, and produce a jarring of powers 
and collision of authority, which would tend to confusion ; that it 
created distinct and independent legislative bodies, each possessing 
the authoritv of legislating on the same subjects and for the same 
persons. This last ground of objection was certainly correct, as it 
respected the fact ; but instead of there l)eing any weight in the 
objection, the reasons on which it rests constitute the excellency of 
our system. 

What is the government of the United States ? Is it an original, 
independent government ? No. Is it a fv derative government ? By 
no means. VViiat is it then ? We answer — It is a government es- 
tablished in connexion with, and ingrafted upon, the state institutions, 
so that the whole forms but one system and one govc^rnmcnt, entire 
and complete, possessing a unity of power and of action. Whilst it 
is complicated, in a high degree, its powers are separated and divid- 

* Resolution of Oougress reoommending a convention. 
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Jt is power or force, applied to a certain object ; and the administration 
of government is the exercise of this power. This power is of ditferent 
kinds, and exists in different forms or modifications ; but in all cases 
it must be essentially of one of two kinds, either physical or moral j 
and hence governments are most naturally and properly divided into 
two classes, those in which the power is essentially physical, and 
those in vv^hich it is essentially moral : the latter is a govemnnent of 
reason in which the "just powers of the government are derived from 
the consent of the governed," and are exercised in conformity to 
their will, constitutionally expressed ; the former consists of the 
exertion of actual or physical force in opposition to the will of the 
governed, and in constraint thereof. It is tine that in every form of 
civil polity, the two qualities here noticed must exist in some degree ; 
yet the mfluence of one or the other, predominates and constitutes 
the principle of the government. 

A more just definition of ^.^ree government has not, perhaps, been 
given, than that by a distmguished American,* namely that it is the 
substitution of moral for physical force. The principle of govern- 
ment, and the form or frame of it, are not convertible terms, for on 
the same principle, the structure of the fabric admits of many varie- 
ties. In a government," the principle of which is reason, the frame 
may be extensively varied, and diversified ; but there is a limit be- 
yond which it cannot proceed : hence an absolute monarchy, or 
aristocracy, is entirely inconsistent with a goveri^ment of reason, 
and will only admit of the principle of actual force ; such a govern- 
ment must almost pecessanly possess a military character, as where 
the will of one man constitutes the supreme law, it will be in oppo- 
sition to the will of the governed, and can only be enforced by the 
terrors of the sword. The frame of government, consists of the ar- 
rangement and adjustment of its powers, and the manner in which 
they are to be exercised. In moaern language, this is called a con- 
stitution ; and emanating directly or indirectly from the people, and 
in the same manner sanctioned by them, it is an authority above the 
legislature, or the law-making power, in whatever hands that may 
be confided, and cannot be abrogated or altered by the legislative 
power, but on the contrary, is binding upon it, prescribes its limits, 
and the extent of its authority, and regulates its conduct. The 
constitutional law, according to the sentiments of all enlightened 
politicians, at the present day, and the general undei-standing of the 
people in this country, constitutes the supreme authority in a state, 
and is above the reach of the ordinary legislature, and as much 
binding thereon, as it is on individuals, and instead of their having the 
power to alter, or in any way vaiy its provisions, if any law, or act 
of theirs, is repugnant thereto, it is absolutely void. Tnis may truly 
be said to be the authority of law, in contradistinction to that of raan^ 
the constitutional law is a rule for the state, in its corporate capacityj 
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prised essentially independent and sovereign power. These were the 
immediate guardians of the people's rights and libeilies, to whom 
they looked for the protection of their persons and property ; and the 
participation of the people was direct, and having long been familiar- 
ized to their authority and enjoyed their protection, it was natural 
that thev should be attached to the state authorities, and h% 
extremely jealous of a new government, which was to be removed 
ih)m them, of the operations of which they were strangei*s, and which 
was calculated to restrict the local authorities and abridge the rights 
of the states. Every feeling and every prejudice at the time were 
^naturally in favour of the state authorities. This, as has already 
been observed, was the greatest obstacle with which the convention 
had to contend. But at the same time it must be regarded as the 
cause of the establishment of our poUtical system, as it nowexistSr 
Had it not been for the existence ojf the states, as separate and inde- 
pendent communities, undoubtedhr one entire government would 
nave been instituted, consisting of a unity of power, with no other 
divi^on of it, than into the three usual departments, of legislative, 
executive and iudicial. There would have been but one legislative 
or law-making power for the country, like Great Britain or France, 
during the days of the republic. Had the country been under one 
colomai government, and a new and independent one was to have 
b«5n established, the territory might have been divided into depart- 
ments, or states, and subdivided into counties, for the conducting of 
elections, the administration of justice, and other objects, similar to 
what was done in France ; but it is not probable that a system, anal- 
ogous to that now existing, would ever nave been thought of; Ijut if 
it should have been, and a serious attempt made to establish such a 
system, it is perfectly clear that it would have been entirely imprac- 
ticable. There are few instances in history where two independenl 
states have voluntarily united to form one government, and it would 
be still more difficult for a nation to divide itself, for the purposes of 
government, into separate communities, or states, each possessing the 
power of making laws for themselves, administering justice, the pun- 
ishment of crimes, and exercising all the powers of local govern- 
ment. Such a plan would not only have been opposed nom its 
novelty, but it would have been believed that it would tend to im- 
mediate anarchy and confusion, and result in the dismemberment of 
the nation. It is tlierefore a position unquestionablv correct, that the 
existence of the state sovereignties, which formed the greatest obsta- 
cle to the establishment of a national government, was the sole cause 
of the formation and adoption of the present system. This is one of 
the many instances in human affairs, in which, what is regarded as 
the greatest obstacle to the obtainment of an object, is the cause 
wludi gives to it its great value and glory. It is only by grappling 
with difficulties, that a proper strength is given to the human powers- 
•r any thing superlativelv ^eat. or excellent, produced. 

no 
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What is the political system of the United States, and wherein 
does it differ from other republics 7 

As we have already observed, its bases are that the sovereign 
power resides in the people, being separate and distinct from the 
governing power 5 that the latter was, m the first instance, constitut- 
*5d by them, and afterwards is exercised by agents, appointed either 
directly or indirectly by the people, and for their benefit, this being 
what is called the representative principle, and is an essential char- 
acteristic of the republican form. The different descriptions of 
power, the legislative, executive, and judicial, are separated and 
confided to distinct departments, forming co-ordinate branches of the 
government. These are the leading principles of the republican 
theory ; but our system embraces a new principle, and one of the 
utmost importance, as it removes the greatest objection to the repub- 
lican form of government. This principle, as has been remarked, 
originated from the existence of the state authorities at the time' the 
system was matured and adopted, and consists of a division* and 
separation of the active powers of government, and confiding them 
to different bodies ; those which more immediately relate to the na- 
tbnal sovereignty and appertain to the rights and interests of the 
people, considered as forming one nation, constitute the first or su- 
preme division of authority, and are confided to one body of magis- 
tracy ; and those which concern the rights of individuals, in their 
relations with each other, the protection of persons and property, the 
enacting and administering laws for these objects, are confided to 
numerous bodies of magistracy, each having jurisdiction over a cer- 
tain portion of territory, and the population within the same. The 
local, or state authorities, exercise most of the powers of independ- 
ent states, as it respects tlic rights and interests of individuals ; they 
possess, in general, as it respects the persons and subjects over which 
they have jurisdiction, the complete and plenary powers of inde- 
pendent communities ; and the pei-sons who administer them, b^g 
a part of the people, and entirely dependent upon them for their- 
offices, will be likely both to know and respect their rights and their 
wants. Where there is but one source of ledslation, for a nation of 
extensive territory and large population, local interests and objects 
cannot well be attended to, nor the wishes of the people properly 
known or consulted. In a representative government, where there 
is but a single legislature, the members must either be too numerous 
to transact business, on the one hand, or on the other, the people will 
not be properly represented. But the greatest objection to reposing 
the whole powers of government in the hands of one body of magis- 
tracy, in a republic, is, that the government must possess a degree of 
energy, in order to sustain itself, dangerous to the Kberties of the 
people. From these and other reasons, it has generally been con- 
sidered by political writers that the republican form of government 
was adapted only to a small state ; this was the opinion of Montes- 
.(^iiieii, and hence he considered that a republic possesses the greatest 
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internal advantages, but that it has not sufficient ibrce for external 
-defence ; and he considered tliat the only remedy for this evil, deemed 
to be inherent in the republican form, was a confederate republic. 
But a confederative republic, according to liis ideas, is entirely dif- 
ferent from the government of the United States, although the na- 
tional division or branch of our system is commonly called the fetleral 
or federative government. The opinion that ours is a confederative 
republic, is wholly fallacious. The following extract from the 
author referred to, gives a correct view of a federal republic. " It is 

Erobable," says he, "that mankind would have been obliged ajL 
sngtb, to live constantly under the government of a single person* 
bad they not contrived a kind of constitution which has all the inter- 
nal advantages of a republican, together with the external force of a 
monarchial government, — 1 mean a confederate repubUc. This form 
of government is a convention, by which several smaller states agree 
to become members of a larger one, which they intend to form. It 
is a kuid of assemblage of societies, that constitutes a new one, 
capable of increasing by means of new associations, till they arrive 
to such a degree of power as to be able to provide for the security 
of the united body. As this government is composed of small re- 
publics, it enjoys the internal happiness of each, and with respect to 
its external situation, it possesses, by means of association, all tlie 
advantages of large monarchies."* A confcdemte republic is here 
defined to be an " assemblage of societies ;" or a " convention, by 
which several small states agree to become members of a larger 
one." It is simply a compact between two or more independent 
Btates, whereby they agree to form a union, lor their common defence, 
or other objects. This compact or union may be perpetual or for a 
definite period ; and the principles of it, may be variously modified. 
But the association, being the act of the states who become membens 
of the confederacy in their corporate capacity, the authorities con- 
stituted to superintend their common or national concerns, deriving 
their powers from the members, can exercise it only over the con- 
federates as corporate bodies ; and the radical defect of this govern- 
ment, arises from the difficulty of making and enforcing laws, over 
a community in their collective and corporate character. 
. There has been numerous examples of confederate governments^ 
both in ancient and modern times. Of the ancient confederate 
republics, that of tlie Grecian States, under the Amphyctonic council, 
was the most important* The confederates retainea their indepen- 
dence and sovereignty. The federal council, in which the memoers 
h^d equal votes, possessed the powerto regulate the common concerns 
of the confederacy ; their intercourse with foreign states ; to declare 
and carry on war, and to preserve internal peace, by deciding all 
controversies between the members in the last resort ; they enforced 
their decisions by fining the aggressing party, or by employing the 
.force of the confederacy against him. The federal or Amphyctonic 
autJhority, was exercised by senators or deputies appointed by the 

'' ' Spirit pf lAws, rpl. i. bookP-Chap. i. ' ' ^ 
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confederates in their corporate capacity, and over the states in the 
same capacity^ ^ The consequence was that the more powerful 
members always controuled the affairs of Greece, Athens, s^s 
Demosthenes informs us, was arbiter of Greece for seventy-three 
years : the Lacedaemonians governed afterwards for twenty-nine 
years, and after the battle of Luctra it fell under the dominion of tbe- 
Thebans for a considerable period. The powerful members not 
only engaged in foreign wars, which compromited the peace and 
security of the confederacy, but also in war with one another ; the 
rivalship and jealousy of Athens and Sparty resulted in the Pelop- 
ponesian war, which ended in the ruin of Athens and paved the way 
for the slavery of all Greece. 

The Achaean league, was another of the ancient confederacies ^ 
and consisted of a union of the smaller Grecian republics or cities. 
The union was more ultimate than in the Amphyctonic confederacy, 
as the confederates were required to have the same laws and internal 
regulations ; and in this respect it approached nearer to a consolidat- 
ed government than that of the United States ; for here the states 
have different laws, and manage their affairs differently, and con- 
gress has no other authority than to compel them to maintain the 
republican fomi. But notwithstanding the closeness of union in this 
particular, the Achaean league was only an " assemblage of socie- 
ties," in their corporate capacities, only a compact among the states 
composing it ; its principle was that of a confederacy of independent 
communities, and its fate was similar to what has attended all others. 
The Lycian confederacy, which consisted of twenty-three small re- 
publics or cities, t he largest of which had three, the middle class two 
and the smallest three votes in the confederative council, is pro- 
nounced by Montesquieu, the most excellent model of a federal 
republic. 

In modern times, the United Netherlands is the most distinguished 
example of a confederate republic, or rather confederacy of aristoc- 
racies. The confederate authority was reposed in what was called 
the States General, and consisted of deputies appointed by the provui7 
ces, who hold their seats, some for Ufe, some for tlfree, six and one 
years, and some during pleasure. The States General had the power 
to make peace and declare war, raise armies and equip fleets, and 
to ascertain the quotas of men and amount of contributions of the 
provinces, and demand the same. The executive, called the Stadt- 
nolder, was an hereditary prince, and was the chief magistrate not 
only of the confederacy but of each of the provinces. |n this im- 
portant particular, the executive power, this system approached 
much nearer to the consolidation of the provinces and the establish- 
ment of one entire government than the constitution of thie United 
States. The stadtholder, likewise possessed important perogatives ; 
he assisted at the deliberations of the states general, settled disputes 
between the provinces ; was the head of the land and naval forces 
of the confederacy, and disposed of all appointments in the military 
and naval service : he superintended foreign af&irs, gave audience 
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tei foreign ambassadors, and appointed ministers to foreign courts* 
He commanded a standing army of 40,000 men, and had a revenue 
of 300,000 florins* This system, where there was a unity of the ex- 
ecutive authority, and this authority, hereditary and more extensive 
than that in many monarchies, instead of uniting the essential ad- 
vantages of one entire government, union in council and energy in 
action, was constantly distracted by dissensions among the pro- 
vinces, exposed to all the dan^rs of foreign influence, to domestic 
faction and foreign violence. The system possessed few of tlie ad- 
vantages of a confederacy, the principal of which accorduig to JVion- 
tesquieu, is external force, whilst it sacrificed internal tianquillity 
and happiness : in the language of the writer referred to, it '' enjo} ed 
neither the internal happiness of a republic nor the external advan- 
tages bf a monarchy." There was one pernicious principle in tliis 
system ; the national authorities could not act, in important cases, 
unless the provinces were unanimous ; and not only each province 
but the cities of which the proviiKjes were composed, and which 
possessed many of the prerogatives of independence, must also con- 
cur. The provinces therefore, were in some measure only confed- 
eracies, ana the union consequently consisted of a confederacy of 
confederacies. 

Both from ancient and modern examples, it appears that the ad- 
vantages of a federative republic, are less important than has gener- 
ally been considered ; they seldom secure the principle object in- 
taided, external strength, whilst they lead to internal dissension and 
faction. Such a plan can hardly be considered as a government, and is 
little more, as we have previously observed than a compact between 
independent states, in the nature of a perpetual alliance, offensive 
andoefensive, with certain regulations for carrying the same intoeflfect4 
Where, from the situation of the country, as from some common dan- 
ger, or in case of war, affectine alike the interest, and perhaps the 
existence, of each member of the confederacy, this plan may answer 
tolerablv well, as was the case with the United Netherlands in their 
war witli Spain, and the American colonies in their revolutionary con-^ 
test. But these cases, instead of proving the advantages of the 
system, rather prove that where a whole nation are animated by the 
same feelings, and engaged in one common cause, involving their lib- 
erty^ or independence, almost any plan of government, may answer, 
as public opinion is in a great measure a substitute for law. This 
was the case during our revolution. But no sooner was the contest 
over, and peace made with the common enemy, than the most alarm- 
ing dissensions broke out, and actual rebellion reared its hydra head^. 
and general anarchy tlireatened the country, which rendered the 
defects of the eovemment: sufficientiy apparent. What was called 
the continental system, or the confederation, was a union formed ox\ 
the principle of a confederacy of republics, and possessed all the de- 
fects and evils inherent in that plan. Its principle was only a com- 
pact or association among independent states, and the cohfederative 
councfl could only legislate for the states fai their corporate ca\?ac\tv * 
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This plan, however, as defective and imperfect as it is, was thought 
by Montesquieu and other distinguished political authors, the only 
one which admitted of the adoption of the republican theory on a 
large scale, over an extensive territory or lar^e population. This 
being the case, what light has been thrown on tne science of govern- 
ment by the experiments and the experience of the United States ? 
How much is the human race indebted to America for having devis- 
ed a theory, and fully demonstrated the practicability and utilitv 
thereof, which really docs possess the advantages of small and well 
regulated republics, as it respects internal tranquillity and happiness^ 
and all the advantages as to external strength, of large monarchies ? 
A system, foimded on the most popular principles, and the most pure 
republican forms, yet adapted to any extent of territory, or any 
aggregate of population ; which consists of numerous members, or 
separate republics, and at the same time of one people and one gpv- 
eniment ; which embraces democratic principles, without the evih 
of a democracy — republican principles, without the difficulties or 
restrictions, either as to tenitory or population, of the republican 
form ; and confedcrative princi{)les without the evils of a confeder- 
-acy ; which is complicated, without tardiness or discord ; populdr^ 
without anarchy ; which affords the greatest security to the liberty 
of the citizen, without weakness in the government, and possesses 
sufficient energy witliout being dangerous to Hberty. These advan- 
tages, the experience of forty years has fully demonstrated ; they are 
to oe attributed in part to the superior intelligence and virtue of our 
population ; yet in no small degree are we indebted for these and all 
our social blessings, to the excellency of our political system. 

As the happiness of mankind is the only valuable object of all sci- 
ence and knowledge, it may truly be affirmed, that not the discovery 
of the mariner's compass ; the art of ship building ; not all the dis- 
coveries in physics and mechanics which have unfolded the powers 
and usefulness of steam, and the modern sciences of chemistry and 
fn ology, are of equal importance to the human race, as the improve- 
ments which have been made in America, in the science of govern- 
ment. Let not this be thought extravagant ; on a moment's 
reflection it will not appear so. The great problem, whether man- 
kind were capable of self government ; whether, in a country of 
great extent and population, the people could retain, in their own 
hands, the powers of government, and in any form so exercise them 
as to secure internal tranquillity, and be able to defend themselves 
from foreign powers, had long been unsettled : authority, and even 
science, had thrown their weight into the negative scale, and it was 
only a few original and independent minds that had maintained the 
affirmative. The dissensions and disorders of the ancient republics, 
and the failure of all modem attempts, and the reproach which many 
of them had left behind, had nearly decided this question in a manner 
derogatory to man and dishonourable to God. Yes, it had almost 
become an established axiom, that mankind were incapable of self 
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gpYenunent, that they were fit only for slaves ! Whilst this infamous 
doctrine strengthened the rod of the oppressor, and lighted up a smile 
on the countenance of the despot, it casta gloom over the faircst and 
brightest prospects of the human race. It extinguished the sun of 
liberty, wnose genial warmth animates the human heart as the lumi- 
nary of heaven does the bosom of the earth. 

It remamed for the United States to put tliis problem at rest, and 
dissipate the darkness gathering over the destinies of man. By our 
improvements and experience, the great truth has been fully and 
incontrovertibly established, that mankind are capable of self gov- 
ernment ; that liberty is compatible with individual security of person. 
and property, and with national defence ; that the people are capa- 
ble of establishing and maintaining the best regulated society, pos- 
sessing great stability and strength, and affording the highest degree 
of tranquillity and social happiness. Experience justly carries with 
it more weight than argument ; and the example of the United States 
is of more importance to the cause of civil liberty and the rights of 
man, than all which has been written in their defence. The govern- 
ment of America, in the language of one of the most illustrious 
Kitriots* of the present age, and who acted a distinguished part in 
ying its foundations, " is a vast monument raised to liberty, wliicli 
is a warning to the oppressor and an example to the oppressed, 
throughout the world." The example, the simple fact of the exist- 
ence of such a government, such a people, so free, powerful tranquil, 
and pro^erous, enjoying such unexampled social blessings, is a never- 
failing source of light and influence, the most auspicious to the cause 
of civil liberty and the destinies of man. It is calculated to make 
tyrants tremble on their blood-stained thrones, and to inspire the 
friends of liberty and freedom with confidence. They need not 
attempt to prove that man is not born to be a slave ; that he is both 
worthy and capable of enjoying liberty ; — they need only refer to 
the United States as an existmg fact, to establish these tmths, so 
interesting to the human race. Is it then to be asked, what America 
has done for the cause of science, or humanity ? Has she not done, 
and is she not now doing, more for the honour, interests and tnie 
glory of man, than any other nation, and we may almost say, than 
all others united. Here liberty claims her favourite abode ; liere 
free institutions, founded on tHe natural rights of man, have been 
matured, perfected, and their practicability and utility fully and in- 
contestably established ; here a hght has been kindled, \vhicli will 
illume the darkest comer of the political horizon, and (continue to 
shine brighter and brighter unto perfect day. Here it has been 
demonstrated, contrary to what many great and good men have 
maintained, that the theory^ or system of government, is of vital im- 
portance, and that essential defects, or evils in the constitution of a 
state, are incompatible with internal tranquillity and happiness, mv\ 
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internal power. It is believed that this truth is not sufficiently ac- 
knowledged and relied upon, ev^n in this country, as it seems to be 
generally supposed that our political and social happiness is mainly 
to be attributed to the superior intelligence and virtue of our popula- 
tion. But the operations of a government are in no small degree 
mechanical ; and the adjustment and balance of its powers are as 
much mechanical as the adjustment of the principles and powers of 
a machine. The intelligence and virtue of a community constitute 
its moral force, and form the spirit and moving power of its govern- 
ment ; but its particular operations depend on the nature and adjust- 
ment of its prmciples. Suppose that our system contained only 
one principle of that of the United Netherlands, namely, that on afl 
important questions the national councils could not act without aU 
the states were unanimous. Would not this single alteration entirely 
paralize the government ? could it be kept in operation even during 
peace, much less in war ? Is the intelligence and virtue of the peo- 
ple sufficient to remedy such a defect ? Where was this virtue and 
intelligence during the late war, when, as the constitution now is, 
faction did so much to embarrass the operations and paralize the 
energies of the government ? Or, suppose an alteration less import- 
ant ; that in case of there not being a choice of a president by the 
people, the appointment was to be made bjr the house of representa- 
tives, and that all the states must be unanimous in the decision, or 
even that three-fourths must concur. With this provision in the 
constitution, what would have been the fate of it in the great crisis of 
1.801 ? and what would be the just cause for alarm at this momenlt 
with every prospect of the choice of the chief magistrate devolving on 
congress, when there are four candidates, and when the supporters 
of eacli seem determined to adhere to the last extremity ? Who 
would not tremble for the safety of his country ? Let us not trust 
too much to the intelligence and patriotism of our citizens ; human 
passions are the same here as every where else, and patriotism and 
jntelligence are but feeble checks on personal ambition or party 
spirit. Let us not estimate too lightly trie theory of our govemmeni, 
the constitution of the United States^ wliich has connected itself zvith the 
constitutions of the states^ and made them constituent parts thereof thus 
forming one system, which, for its originality, its sublimity, and the 
wonderful combination and adjustments of its principles, possessing 
all the advantages of a democracy, a republic, and of a confederacy, 
without any of their prominent evils, cannot fail of exciting the aa- 
miration ol all succeeding ages. This system cannot be too highly 
appreciated ; too sacredly venerated ; it is the palladium of our 
safety, of our union, of our national strength, our prosperity, and of 
all the political and social blessings which we enjoy. 



In consequence of the failure of the compiler of this volume to prepare and deliver to the 
publishers the foregoing Chapter in season for publication, it has (in the exigeocj tfC 
thfe caBQ) been prepared by another hand. 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL ETHAN ALLEN, 

Was born in Salisbury, Conn, but while he was young, his parents 
emigrated to Vermont. At the commencement of the disturbances 
in this territory about the year 1 770, he teok a bold and active part in 
favour of the Green Mountain Boys, as the settlers were then called, 
in opposition to the claims of the government of the State of New- 
York. During the period that this subject was agitated, in all the 
straggles which it occasioned, and in which he took a part, he was u- 
niformly successful ; and when called to take the field in the struggle 
for American independence, he showed himself an able leader and 
intrepid soldier. 

The news of the battle of Lexington determined colonel Allen to 
engage on the side of his Country. While his mind was in this state, 
a plan for taking Ticonderoga and CrowurPoint by surprise, was 
communicated to him, and he readily engaged in the project. 

The following is his account of the affair. 

*' The first systematical and bloody attempt at Lexington, to en* 
slave America, thoroughly electrified my mind, and fully determined 
me to take a part with my country. And while I was wishing for an 
opportunity to signalize myself in its behalf, directions were private- 
ly sent to me from the then colony, now state of Connecticut, to raise 
the Green Mountain Boys, and if possible with them to surprise and 
take the fortress of Ticonderoga. This enterprise I cheerfully un- 
dertook ; and after first guarding all the several passes that lead 
thither, to cut off all intelligence between the garrison and the coun- 
fry, made a forced march from Bennington, and arrived at the lake 
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opposite Ticonderoga, on the evening of the ninth day of May, 1775, 
with two hundred and thirty valiant Green Mountain Boys ; and it 
was with the utmost difficulty that I procured boats to cross the lake. 
However I landed eighty three men near the garrison, and sent the 
boats back for the rear guard commanded by Colonel Seth Warner; 
but the day began to dawn, and I found myself necessitated to attack 
the fort, before the rear could cross the lake ; and as it was haz- 
ardous, 1 harrangued the officers and soldiers in the manner follow- 
ing; " Friends and fellow soldiers, — You have for a number of years^ 
past been a scourge and terror to arbitrary powers. Your valor has 
been, famed abroad, and acknowledged, as appears by the advice and 
orders to me from the general assembly of Connecticut, to surprise 
and take the garrison now before us* 1 now propose to advance be- 
fore you, and in person conduct you through the wicket gate ; for we 
must this morning either quit our pretensions to valor, or possess our- 
selves of this fortress in a few minutes ; and inasmuch as it is a des- 
ferate attempt, which none but the bravest of men dare undertake, 
do not urge it on any contrary to his will. You that will undertake 
voluntarily, poise your firelock.^' 

The men being at this time drawn up in three ranks each poised 
his firelock. 1 ordered them to face to the right ; and at the head of 
the centre file marched them immediately to the wicket gate afore- 
said, where I found a sentry posted, who instantly snapped his fusee 
at me. I ran immediately towards him, and he retreated through the 
covered way into the parade within the garrison, gave a halloo, and 
ran under a bomb proof. M^ party who followed me into the fort, 1 
formed on the parade in such a manner, as to face the barracks which 
£aiced each other. The garrison being asleep except the sentries, we 
gave three huzzas, which greatly surprised them. One of the sen- 
tries made a pass at one of my officers with a charged bayonet, and 
•lightly wounded him. My first thought was to kill him with my 
sword, but in an instant I altered the design and fury of the blow to 
a slight cut on the side of the head ; upon which he dropped his gun, 
and asked quarters, which 1 readily granted him ; and demanded the 
place where the commanding officer kept. He shewed me a pair of 
stairs in the front of the garrison, which led up to a second story in 
•aid barracks, to which I immediately repaired, and ordered the com- 
mander captain Delaplace, to come forth instantly, or 1 would sacri- 
fice the whole garrison : At which time the captain came immediate- 
ly to the door with his breeches in his hand, when 1 ordered him to 
deliver to me the fort instantly ; he asked me by what authoritjr I de- 
manded it. I answered him, ^' In the name of the great Jehovah, and 
the Continental Congress. '^ The authority of Congress being very 
little known at that time, he began to speak again, but I interrupted 
him, and with my drawn sword near his head again demanded an im- 
mediate surrender of the garrison ; with which he then complied, and 
ordered his men to be forthwith paraded without arms, as he hadgiv- 
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^n up the garrison. In the mean tirae some of my officers bad given 
orders, and in consequence thereof, sundry of the barrack doors were 
l>eat down, and about one third of the gari^ison imprisoned, which 
<:onsisted of said commander, a heutenant Feltham, a conductor of 
artillery, a gunner, two ser<{eant8, and forty four rank and file; about 
one hundred pieces of cannon, one thirteen inch mortar, and a num* 
her of swivels. This surprise was carried into execution in the grey 
of the morning of the tenth of May, 1775. The sun seemed to rise 
that morning with a superior lustre : and Ticonderoga and its depen- 
dencies smiled on its conquerors, who tossed about the flowing bowl, 
and wished success to Congress, and the liberty and freedom of A- 
merica. Happy it was for me at that time, that the future pages of 
the book of fate, which afterwards unfolded a miserable scene of two 
years and eight months imprisonment, were hid from my view.'' 

In the fall of 1775 he was sent twice into Canada to observe the 
dispositions of the people, and attach them, if possible, to the Amer- 
ican cause. During this last tour, Colonel Brown met him, and the 
rash attempt of taking Montreal was concerted between them. As 
might have been foreseen, it proved unfortunate, and Colonel Allen, 
after a resolute defence against an attack of a superior force, was ta- 
ken prisoner. He and the other prisoners were immediately loaded 
with irons, and in that condition sent on board a man of war; and 
carried to England. On January 1 776 he was put on board a frigate 
and carried to Halifax. There he remained confined in jail from 
June to October, when he was removed to New- York. He was kept 
at Kew- York, about a year and a half. While here, he witnessed the 
inhumane manner in which the American prisoners were treated. 

Colonel Allen was exchanged for colonel Campbell, May 6, 1778, 
and after having repaired to head quarters, and offered his services 
to general Washington in case his health should be restored, he re- 
turned to Vermont. His arrival on the evening of the last of May, 
gave his friends great joy, and it was announced by the discharge of 
cannon. As an expression of confidence in his patriotism and mili- 
tary talents, he was very soon appointed to the command of the state 
militia.* It does not appear, however, that bis intrepidity was even 
again brought to the test, though his patriotism was tried by an unsuc- 
cessful attempt of the British to bribe him to attempt a union of Ver- 
mont with Canada. He died suddenly at his estate in Colchester^ 
February 13, 1789. 

MAJOR 6ENEBAL WILLIAM ALEXANDER. 

William Alexander, commonly called lord Sterling, a major- 
general in the American army, in the revolutionary war with 
Great Britain, was a native of the city of New- York, but spent a 
considerable part of his life in New Jersey. He was considered by 
many as the rightful heir to the title and estate of an earldom in Scot- 
land, of which country his father was a native ; and altbough| when 
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be went to North Britain in pursuit of this inheritance, he failed o( 
obtaining an acknowledgment of his claim by government; yet,a- 
monghis friends and acqnaintances, he received by courtesy the title 
of lord Sterling. He discovered an early fondness for the study of 
mathematics and astronomy, and attained great eminence in these sci- 
ences'. 

In the battle on Long- Island, August 37, 1776, he was taken pris- 
oner, after having secured to a large part of the detachment, an op- 
portunity to escape, by a bold attack, with iour hundred men, upon a 
corps under lord Cornwallis. In the battle of Germantown, his di- 
vision, and the brigades of general Nash and Maxwell, formed the 
corps of reserve* At the battle of Monmouth, he commanded the 
left wing of the American army. 

He died at Albany, January 15, 1783, aged 57 years. He was a 
brave, discerning, and intrepid officer. 

MAJOR GENERAL BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

Benedict Arnold, a Major General in the American Revolu- 
tionary army, and infamous for deserting the cause of his country, 
early enlisted on the side of his country. His mind was formed for 
hold and desperate enterprise, and in numerous instances be sup- 
ported the character of a bold and intrepid officer. He was also a 
sordid and infamous traitor. 

On hearing of the battle of Lexington, he marched with a compa- 
ny of men to the head quarters of the American Army at Cambric^e, 
where he arrived April 29, 1775. Soon after his arrival he was ap- 
pointed Colonel by the Massachusetts committee of safety, and com- 
missioned to raise 400 men for the expedition against Ticonderc^ 
He immediately repaired to the vicinity of Lake Champlain, and 
uniting with Colonel Allen and his party, partook of the honours of 
that bold and successful enterprise. In September following, Arnold 
was invested with the command of 1100 men, detached on the ar- 
duous expedition of penetrating through the unexplored wilderness 
to Quebec. Colonel Burr, late Vice- President of the United States, 
was of this party. During this expedition, Arnold conducted with 
unexampled resolution, fortitude, and patience. In December 1775, 
Arnold reached Quebec, and being second in command under Geo. 
Montgomery, led a party in the boldest and most spirited manner to 
the attack of the city on one side, while an assault was made on the 
other by Montgomery, who was killed. Though the attack was un- 
successful, nothing could exceed the manly effi>rt,and desperate valour 
of Arnold on this occasion. Advancing with the utmost intrepidity 
through a narrow path, exposed to an incessant fire of grape shot, as 
he approached the first barrier he received a musket baJI in the leg^ 
which shattered the bone, and he was carried off to the camp. 

In January 1776 Arnold was promoted to the rank of Brigadier, 
and had command of the remains of one army in their rietreat to 
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Grown-Point. In his rout throagh Montreal, he took from the mer- 
chants a verj considerable amount of goods, under circumstances 
which imphcated his honor and character. In the same year Arnold 
gallantly distinguished himself in a naval engagement on Lake Cham- 
plain. In 1 777 he also exhibited the character of an intrepid soldier 
at Danbury, Conn. In sipprobation of his gallant conduct in this ac- 
tion, in which he had one horse killed and another wounded, Congress 
resolved, that a horse properly caparisoned, be presented to Gen. Ar- 
nold. In May following he was created a Major General. 

In the battle, near Stillwater, September the nineteenth, he con- 
ducted with his usual intrepidity, being engaged, incessantly, for four 
hourd. In the action of October the seventh, after the British had 
been driven into the Hues, Arnold pressed forward, and under a tre- 
roenduous fire, assaulted their works, from right to left. The in- 
trenchments were at length forced, and with a few men he actually 
entered the works ; but his horse being killed, and he himself badiy 
wounded in the leg, he found it necessary to withdraw, and as it was 
now almost dark, to desist from the attack. 

Being rendered unfit for active service in consequence of his 
wound, after the recovery of Philadelphia, he was appointed to the 
command of the American garrison. When he entered the city, he 
made the house of governor Penn, the best house in the city, his head 
quarters. This he furnished in a very costly manner, and lived far 
beyond his income. He had wasted the plunder, which he had seiz- 
ed at Montreal, in his retreat from Canada ; and at Philadelphia, he 
was determined to make new acquisitions. He laid his hands on ev- 
ery thing in the city, which could be considered as the property of 
those who were unfriendly to the cause of his country. He wad 
chained with oppression, extortion, and enormous charges upon the 
public, in his accounts ; and with applying the public money and pro- 
perty to his own private use. 

For this conduct the government of Pennsylvania exhibited formal 
charges against him, aad Congre&^s decided that he should bt:^ arrested, 
and tried by a court Martial. He was sentenced to be reprimanded 
by the commander in chief, which being approved by Congress, was 
carried into execution. From this time, probably, his proud spirit re- 
volted against his country. The acquisition of West-Point would 
give value to treason, while its loss would mortally wound his former 
friends, and he traitorously resolved upon delivering it into the hands 
of the enemy« With this intent he became solicitous to be invested 
with the command of West-Point. Without a suspicion of his pat- 
riotism, Gen. Washington yielded to the solicitations of Arnold and 
transferred him to that command, on the ground that in consequence 
of his wounds he was unable to perform the active duties of the 
field. He immediately opened a correspondence with Sir Henry 
Clinton, with the view of putting the important post, which he com- 
manded^ into the hands pf the British general. The arrangements 
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were soon made, and Major Andre was selected bj Sir Henry fornna- 
turing the treason of Arnold. But just as their schemes were ripe 
for execution, Heaven interposed in favour of the American cause, 
and blasted the base designs of the traitor. Major Andre was taken 
while passing the American h'nes, and papers, full; disclosing his bu- 
siness and Arnold's guUt, were found upon him* Andre took imme* 
diate measures to inform Arnold of his capture, and the traitor, thus 
becoming acquainted with his danger, escaped. Arnold fled to New- 
York, and was immediately made a brigadier general in the British 
army, which rank he preserved throughout the war. He continued in 
active service during the war, and chiefly distinguished himself for 
pillaging and wantonly murdering the defenceless. 

It is said, that while on an expedition in the Chesapeake, Ar- 
nold enquired of an American captain, whom he had taken prison- 
er, what the Americans would do with him if he should fall into 
their hands. The captain at flrst declined giving him an answer, but 
upon being repeatedly urged to it, he said, ^^ Why, sir, if I must an- 
swer your question, you must excuse my telling you the plain truth; 
if my countrymen should catch you, I believe they zoould first aU off 
that lame ieg^ which was wounded in the caitse of freedom and virtue^ 
and bury it with the hotiours of war, and afterwards hang the remaind' 
er of your body in gibbets*^^ From the conclusion of the war till his 
death, general Arnold resided chiefly in England. He died in Glou- 
cester-place, London, June 14, 1801. 

MAJOR GENERAL HORATIO GATES. 

Major General Gates was born in England, and educated to the 
profession of arms. He was an officer under the unfortunate , Brad- 
dock, in the year 1755. Sustaining a high military reputation, and 
zealously supporting the violated rights of his adopted country, be 
was appointed Adjutant General by Congress, and accompanied 
General Washington to his head quarters at Cambridge, in July, 
1775. In June^ 1776, he was invested with the chief command of 
our retreating forces from Canada. In this capacity he effected 
nothing brilliant, until the capture of Burgoyne at Saratoga. This 
was a glorious victory, and may be considered as deciding the war 
of the revolution. The fruits of this victory were of incalculable im- 
portance, and the government and people vied with each other in 
expressing their gratitude to the conquering general. But Gen. 
Gates is not fully and exclusively entitled to the applause acquired 
by that victory. It was fortunate for Gen. Gates that the retreat 
from Ticonderoga had been conducted under other auspices than 
his, and that he took the command when the indefatigable labours of 
Gen. Schuyler, and the courage of Stark and his mountaineers, had 
already ensured the ultimate defeat of Burgoyne. 

" In November, 1777, Congress having new modeled the board of 
war, appointed Gen. Gates the president, and be entered on the dp- 
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ties of th€ ofRce, but retained his rank in the army. The subject of 
this sketch was destined to experience in a remarkable manner, the. 
humiliating vicissitudes of fortune* He had the conducting of the 
most prosperous, and the most disastrous of the military enterprizea 
in the^war. In June, 1780, General Gates was by Congress vested 
with the chief command of our army in the southern states. In a 
general battle at Camden, Aug. 1 5th, being the first and only en- 
counter which he had with Lord Cornwallis, he suffered a total de- 
feat, and was obliged to fly from the enemy for personal safety, and 
thus was the prediction of Gen. Lee, when Gates was vested with 
the command, that his northern laurels would be exchanged for 
southern willows, verified. It would, however, be great injustice to 
attribute the misfortune altogether to the commander, under his pe- 
culiar circumstances ; a large proportion of his force consisted of 
raw militia, who were panic struck, and fled at the first fire ; their 
rout was absolute and irretrievable. It may be observed, neverthe- 
less, that his conduct in some respects on this occasion, did not meet 
the approbation of those who must be admitted as competent judges 
of the military operations of that fatal day. Proudly calculating on 
the weight of his name, and too confident in his own superiority, he 
slighted the counsel which he ought to have respected, and hurrying 
impetuously into the field of battle, his tide of prosperity ebbed as 
fast at Camden, as it had flowed at Saratoga."* 

Gen. Gates died, without posterity, at his customary abode near 
-New York, on the 10th of April, aged 78 years. 

MAJOR GENERAL NATHANIEL GREENE. 

This gallant officer was born in the town of Warwick, Kent coun* 
ty, Rhode Island, in or about the year 1741 ; and was the second 
son of a respectable citizen of the same name. 

After the skirmishes of Lexington and Concord, when a spirit of 
resistance spread, like wild-fire over the continent — Rhode Island 
was not deficient in her contributions for the general defence. Ibhe 
raised three regiments of militia, the command whereof was given to 
Mr. Greene, who was nominated brigadier-general. The liberty, 
safety and prosperity of his country being exposed to imminent dan- 
ger, the pacific principles of quakerism, in which he had been edu- 
cated, proved insufficient to combat the ardent spirit of liberty, with 
which his bosom glowed. 

He led the troops under his command to Cambridge;; and was 
present at the evacuation of Boston. 

General Greene's merit and abilities, as well in the council as in 
the field, were not long unnoticed by Gen. Washington, who reposed 
in him the utmost confidence ; and paid a particular deference to 
his advice and opinion, on all occasions of doubt and difficulty. 

^Thatcher's JonmaLl. 
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He was appointed Major General by Congress, (he 26th of August, 
1 776. Towards the close of that year he was at the Trenton sur- 
prise ; and, at the beginning of the next, was at the battle of Prince- 
ton, two enterprizes not more happily planned, than judiciously and 
bravely executed, in both of which he highly distinguished himself, 
serving his noviciate under the American Fabius. 

At the battle of Germantown, be commanded the left wing of the 
American army — and his utmost endeavours were exerted to retrieve 
the fortune of that day, in which his conduct met with the approba- 
tion of the commander in chief. 

The situation of affairs at the south, induced Gen. Washington to 
appoint Gen. Greene to the command of the American forces in the 
southern district. He arrived at Charlotte on the second day of 
December, 1780, accompanied by Gen. Morgan, a brave officer, who 
had distinguished himself to the northward, in the expedition against 
Burgoyne. He found the forces he was to command, reduced to a 
very small number, by defeat and by desertion. The returns were 
nine hundred and seventy continentals, and one thousand and thir- 
teen militia. Military stores, provisions, forage, and all things ne- 
cessary, were, if possible, in a more reduced state than his army. His 
men were without pay, and almost without clothing : and supplies of 
the latter were not to be had, but from a distance of two hundred 
miles. In this perilous and embarrassed situation, he had to oppose 
a respectable and victorious army. 

After he had recruited his forces with all the friends to the revolu 
tion that he could assemble, he sent a considerable detachmen un- 
der Gen. Morgan to the western extremities of the state. This force, 
which was the first that had for a considerable time appeared there, 
on the side of the Americans, inspired the friends of liberty with new 
courage, so that numbers of them crowded to the standard of Gen. 
Morgan, who at length became so formidable, that Lord Cornwallis 
thought proper to send Col. Tarleton to dislodge him from the sta- 
tion he had taken. This officer was at the head of a thousand regu- 
lar troops, and had two field pieces. He came up on the 1 7th of 
January, 1781, at a place called Cowpens, with Gen. Morgan, whose 
force was much inferior, and was composed of two thirds militia, and 
one third continentals. An engagement was the immediate conse- 
quence. 

Upwards of five hundred of the British laid down their arms, and 
were made prisoners ; — a very considerable number were killed. 
Eight hundred stands of arms, two field-pieces, and thirty-five bag- 
gage-waggons fell to the victors, who had only twelve killed, and 
sixty wounded. 

About the beginning of March, he effected a junction with a conti- 
nental regiment, and two considerable bodies of Virginia and Caro- 
lina militia. He then determined on attacking the British comman- 
der without loss of time, ' being persuaded,' as he declared in bis 
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subsequent dispatches, ' that^ if be was successful, it would prove 
[ ruiDOus to the- enemy ; and if otherwise, that it would be but a par- 
tial evil to him.' On the 14th, he arrived at Guilford court house, 
the British then lying at twelve miles distance, 
1^ His army consisted of about four thousand five hundred men, of 
I whom nearly two thirds were North Carolina and Virginia militia. 
The British were about two thousand four hundred, all regular 
troops, and the greater part inured to toil and service in their long 
expedition under Lord Cornwallis, who, on the morniiig of the loth, 
being apprized of Gen. Greene's intentions, marched to meet him* 
The latter disposed his army in three lines ; the militia of Norih 
Carolina were in front ; the second line was composed of those of 
Virginia ; and the third, which was the flower of the army, was 
formed of continental troops, near fifteen hundred in number. They 
were flanked on'both sides by cavalry and riflemen, and were posted 
•D a rising ground, a mile and a half from Guilford court>house. 

The engagement commenced, at half an hour after one o'clork, 
by a brisk cannonade ; after which, the British advanced in three 
columns ; and attacked the first line, composed, as has been observ- 
ed, of North Carolina militia. These, who, probably, had never been 
ID action before, were panic-struck at the approach of the enemy : 
and. many of them ran away without firing a gun, or being fired up- 
' ,on, and'even before the British had come nearer than one hundred 
andTorty yards to them. Part of them, however, fired : but they 
tten followed the example of their comrades. Their officers made 
6yeTy possible effort to rally them*: but neither the advantages of 
^ their position, nor any other consideration, could induce them to 
maintain their ground. This shameful cowardice had a great effect 
upon the issue of the battle. The next line, however, behaved much 
better. They fought with great bravery : and after they were 
thrown into disorder, rallied, returned tq the charge, and kept up a 
. heavy fire for a long time : but were at length broken, and driven on 
the third line, when the engagement became general, very severe, 
and very bloody. At length superiority of discipline carried the 
day from superiority of numbers. The conflict endured an hour and 
a half; and was terminated by Gen. Greeners ordering a retreat, 
when he perceived, that the enemy were on the point of encircling 
his troops. 

This was a hard-fought action. Lord Cornwallis stated his losses 
in killed, wounded and missing, at five hundred and thirty-two, 
among whom were several officers of considerable rank. To those 
who are used to consider the thousands killed on the plains of Ger** 
many, very frequently without producing any visible consequence on 
the mte of a war, the number here mentioned must appear insignifi- 
cant* But this battle was, nevertheless, decisive in its consequen- 
ces. Lord Cornwallis was, three days after, obliged to make a re** 
I trograde notion ; and to return to Wilmington, situated two hundred 

B 
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Diles from the place of action. He was eyen under the necessity o 
abandoning a considerable number of those who were most danger 
onsly wounded* 

like loss of the Americans was about four hundred killed am 
wounded. However, this was not so severely felt as the desertion o. 
a considerable number of militia, who fled homewards, and came nc 
more near the army. 

Some time after the battle of Guilford, Gen. Greene determined 
to return to South Carolina, to endeavour to expel the British from 
that state. His first object was to attempt the reduction of Camdeo, 
where Lord Rawdon was posted, with about nine hundred men. 
The strength of this place, which was covered on the south and east 
•ides by a river and creek — and to the westward and northward, bj 
six redoubts — rendered it impracticable to carry it by storm, with the 
small army Gen. Greene had, consisting of about seven hundred 
continentals. He therefore encamped at about a mile from the 
town, in order to prevent supplies from being brought in, and to take 
advantage of such favourable circumstances as might occur. 

Lord Rawdon^s situation was extremely delicate. Col. Watson, 
whom he had some time before detached, for the protection of the 
eastern frontiers, and to whom he had, on intelligence of Gen. 
Greene's intentions, sent orders to return to Camden, was so e£fectu- 
all^ watched by Gen. Marian, that it was impossible for him to obey. 
His lordship's supplies, were, moreover, very precarious: and, 
should Gen. Greene's reinforcements arrive, he might be so closely 
invested, as to be at length obliged to surrender. In this dilemma, 
the best expedient that suggested itself, was a bold attack : for which 
purpose, he armed every person with him, capable of carrying a 
musquet, not excepting his musicians and drummers. He sallied 
oat on the twentj-fifth of April ; and attacked Gen. Greene in his 
camp. The defence was obstinate : and for some part of the en- 

fagement, the advantage appeared to be in favour of America, 
iieut. Col. Washington, who commanded the cavalry, had at one 
time not less than two hundred British prisoners. However, by the 
misconduct of one of the American regiments, victory was snatched 
from Gen. Greene, who was compelled to retreat. He lost in the 
action about two hundred, killed, wounded, and prisoners. Rawdon 
lost about two hundred and fifty -eight. 

There was a great similarity between the consequences of the af- 
fair at Guilford, and those of this action. In the former, Lord Corn- 
wallis was successful ; but was afterwards obliged to retreat two 
hundred miles from the scene of action, and for a time abandoned 
the grand object of penetrating to the northward. In the latter, 
Lord Rawdon had the honour of the field ; but was shortly after re- 
duced to the necessity of abandoning his post, and leaving behind 
kim a number of sick and wounded. 
The evacuation of Camden, with the vigilance of Gen. Greene, 
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and the several officers be employed, gave a new complexion to af- 
fairs in South Carolina, where the British ascendancy declined more 
rapidly than it had been established. The numerous forts garrison- 
ed by the enemy, fell, one after the other, into the hands of the A» 
mericans. Orangebui^, Motte, Watson, Georgetown, Granby, and 
all the others, fort Ninety-six excepted, were surrendered ; and a 
very considerable number of prisoners of war, with military stores^ 
and artillery, were found in them. - 

On the 22d of May, Gen. Greene sat down before Ninety-six, 
with the main part of his little army. The ^ege was carried on for 
a considerable time with great spirit; and the place was defended 
with equal bravery. At length, the works were so far reduced, that 
a surrender must have been made in a few days, when a reinforce- 
ment of three regiments from Europe, arrived at Charleston, which 
enabled Lord Rawdou to proceed to relieve this important post* 
The superiority of the enemy's force reduced gen. Greene to the al- 
ternative of abandoning the siege altogether, or, previous to their 
arrival, of attempting the fort by storm. The latter was more agree* 
able to his enterprising spirit, and an attack was made,^n the morn- 
ing of the I9lh of June. He was repulsed, with the loss of one 
hundred and fifty men. He raised the siege, and retreated over the 
Saluda. 

In this gloomy situation, there were not wanting persons who ad- 
vised gen. Greene to leave the state, and retire with his remaining 
forces to Virginia. To arguments and suggestions of this kind he 
nobly replied — ' I will recover the country, or die in the attempt.^ 
This distinguished officer, whose genius was most vigorous in those 
extremities, when feeble minds abandon themselves to despair, 
adopted the only resource now left him, of avoiding an engagement, 
until the British force should be divided* 

Some skirmishes, of no great moment, took place between detach- 
ed parties of both armies, in July and August. September the 9th, 
gen. Greene, having assembled about two thousand men, proceeded 
to attack the British, who, under the command of col. Stewart, were 
posted at Eutaw Springs. The American force was drawn up ia 
two lines : the first, composed of Carolina militia, was commanded 
by generals Marian and Pickens, and col. De Malmedy. The se- 
cond, which consisted of continental troops from North Carolina, 
Virginia, and Maryland, was commanded by gen. Sumpter, Ueut» 
col. Campbell, and col. Williams— lieut. col. Lee, with his legion, 
covered the right flank ; and lieut. col. Henderson, with the state 
troops, covered the left. A corps de reserve was formed of the 
cavalry, under lieut, col. Washington, and the Delaware troops, un- 
der capt. Kirkwood. As the Americans came forward to the attack, 
they fell in with some advanced parties of the enemy, at about two 
or three miles ahead of the main body. These being closely pursu- 
ed were driven back — and the action soon became general. The 
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militia were at length forced to give way, but were bravelj support- 
ed by the second line. In. the hottest part of the engagement, gen. 
Greene ordered the Maryland and Virginia continentals to charge 
with trailed arms. This decided the fate of the day. ' Nothing,' 
sayf^ Dr. Ramsay, ' could surpass the intrepidity of both officers and 
men on this occasion. They rushed on, in good order, through a 
heavy cannonade, and a shower of musquetry, with such unshakeD 
resolution, that they bore down all before them.' The British were 
broken, closely pursued, and upwards of five hundred of them taken 
prisoners. They however made a fresh stand, in a favourable posi* 
tion, in impenetrable shrubs and a picquetted garden. Lieut, coi. 
Washington, after having made every effort to dislodge them, was 
wounded and taken prisoner. Four six pounders were brought for- 
ward to play upon them, but they fell into their hands ; and the en- 
deavours to drive them from their station being found in^ipracticable. 
the Americans retired, leaving a strong picquet on the field of battle. 
Their loss was about five hundred ; that of the British upwards of 
eleven hundred. 

General Greene was honoured by Congress with a British stand- 
ard, and a gold medal, emblematic of the engagement and success^ 
^for his wise, decisive and magnanimous conduct, in the action at 
EuiHW Sprmgs, in which, with a force inferior in number to that of 
the enemy, he obtained a most signal victory.' 

In the evening of the succeeding day, col. Stewart abandoned his 
post, and retreated towards Charleston, leaving behind upwards of 
seventy of his wounded, and a thousand stands of arms. He was 
pursued a considerable distance — but in vain. 

The battle of Eutaw produced most signal consequences in favour 
of America. The British, who had for such a length of time, lorded 
it Hh?ohitely in South Carolina, were, shortly after that event, obliged 
to confine tlit m-elves to Charleston. 

The surrender of lord Cornwallis, whose enterprising spirit had 
been by the British ministry expected to repair the losses, and wipe 
away the disgrace which had been incurred through the inactivity 
and indolence of other generals, having convinced them of the ira- 
practirabilit}' of subjugating America, they discontinued ofifeusive op- 
erations in every quarter. 

The happy period at length arrived, when, by the virtue and bra- 
very of her sons, aided by the bounty of heaven, America compelled 
her invaders to recognize her independence. 

In October, 785, he sailed to Georgia, where he had a considera- 
ble estate, not far distant from Savannah. Here he passed away his 
time, occupied in his domestic concerns, until the hour of his mortal- 
ity approached. Walking out one day, in June, J 786, he was over- 
powered, by the extreme heat of the sun, which brought on a disorder 
that carried him ofif, a few days after, on the 1 9th of the same month. 

When the melancholy account of his death arrived at Savanoab, 
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the people were struck with the deepest sorrow. All business was 
suspended. The shops and stores throughout the town were shut : 
and the shipping in the harbour had their colours half masted. 

The body was brought to Savannah, and interred on the 20th. 

The funeral procession was attended by the Cincinnati, militia, &c. 

Immediately after the interment of the corpse, the members of the 

Cincinnati retired to the cofiee-house in Savannah, and came to the 

following resolution : 

^ That as a token of the high respect and veneration in which this 
society hold the memory of their late illustrious brother, major-gene- 
ral Greene, deceased, George Washington Greene, his eldest son, 
be admitted a member of this society, to take his seat on his arriving 
at the age of 1 8 } ears. 

General Greene left behind him a wife and five children, the el- 
dest of whom was about 11 years old. 

On Tuesday, the i2th of August, the United States in Congress 
assembled, came to the following resolution : 

* That a monument be erected to the memorv of Nathaniel Greene, 
Esq. at the seat of the federal government, with the following in- 
scription : 

Sacred to the memory of 

NATHANIEL GREENE, Esq. 

who departed this life, 

the nineteenth of June, mdcclxxxvi : 

late MAJOR-GENERAL 

in the service of the United States, 

and commander of their army 

in the southern department. 

The United States in Congress assembled, 

in honour of his 
patriotism, valour, and ability, 
have erected this monument. 

MAJOR GENERAL HENRY KNOX. 

Major general Henry Knox, was born July 25, 1750. Before hos- 
tilities between this country and Great Britain in the revolutionary 
war commenced, he discovered an uncommon zeal in the cause of 
liberty^ Being placed at the head of an independent company in 
Boston he exhibited in this station a skill in discipline, which presaged 
his future eminence. It was at the unanimous request of all the offi- 
cers of artillery, that he was entrusted with the command in that de- 
partment. When the corps of artillery in 1776 was increased to 
three regiments, the command was given to Knox, who was promoted 
to the rank of a brigadier general. He was actively engaged during 
the whole contest. After the capture of Cornwallis in 1781, he re- 
ceived the commission of a^ major general, having distinguished him- 
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self in the diege at the head of the artillery. Previously to the ft- 
doption of the present constitution general Knox succeeded general 
Lincoln as secretary at war in March 1785 ; and after our present 
government was organized in 1789 president Washington nominated 
him forf the same office. He continued to fill this department till the 
close of the year 1 794, when He resigned it, being driven from the 
service of the public by the scantiness of the compensation allowed 
him. In his letter to the president he says, " after having served my 
country near twenty years, the greater portion of the time under your 
immediate auspices, it is with extreme reluctance I find myself con- 
strained to withdraw from so honorable a situation. But the natural 
and powerful claims of a numerous family will no longer permit me 
to neglect their essential interests. In whatever situation [ shall be, 
I shall recollect your confidence and kindness with all the fervor and 
purity of affection, of which a grateful heart is susceptible.^' Gen- 
eral Washington in reply assured him of his sincerest friendship, and 
declared him to have " deserved well of his countr}'." During the 
last years of his life general Knox lived at Thomastown in the district 
of Maine. It was in that place, that he died after a short illness, Oc- 
tober 25, 1 806, aged fifty six years. His death was occasioned by 
his swallowing the bone of a chicken. 

General Knox was distinguished for his military talents, his brave- 
ry, perseverance, and integrity. He possessed in an uncommon de- 
gree the esteem and confidence of Washington. Though a soldier 
and a statesman, he did not dismiss the amiable virtues of the man. 
There was a frankness in bis manners, which was pleasing, and bis 
heart was susceptible of the kindly affections. 

GENERAL ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

Alexander Hamilton, first Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, was a native of the Island of St. Croix, and was born in 1 757. 

At the age of sixteen, he accompanied his mother to New York, 
and entered a student at Columbia college, in which he continued 
about three years. While a member of this institution, the first 
buddings of his intellect gave presages of his future eminence. The 
contest with Great Britain called forth the first talents on each side, 
and his juvenile pen asserted the claims of the colonies against very 
respectable writers. His papers exhibited such evidences of intel- 
lect and wisdom, that they were ascribed to Mr. Jay, and when the 
fcrath was discovered, America saw with astonishment a lad of seven- 
teen m the list of her able advocates. At the age of eighteen he 
entered the American army as an officer of artillery. The first 
sound of war awakened his martial spirit, and as a soldier he soon 
conciliated the regard of his brethren in arms. It was not long be- 
fore he attracted the notice of Washington, who in 1777 selected him 
at aid, with the rank of lieutenant colonel* 
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Throughout the campaign^ which terminated in the capture of lord 
Cornwallis, col. Hamilton commanded a battalion of light infantry. 
At the siege of York, in 1781, when the second parallel was opened, 
two redoubts which flanked it, and were advanced three hundred 
yards in front of the British works, very much annoyed the men in 
the trenches. It was resolved to possess them, and to prevent 
jealousies, the attack of the on^ was committed to the Americans, 
and of the other to the French. The detachment of the Americans 
was commanded by the marquis de la Fayette, and col. Hamilton, at 
his own earnest request, led the advanced corps, consisting of two 
battalions. Towards the close of the day, on the fourteenth of Octo- 
ber, the troops rushed to the charge without firing a single gun. The 
works were assaulted with irresistible impetuosity, and carried with 
but little loss. Eight of the enemy fell in the action ; but notwith- 
standing the irritation lately produced by the infamous slaughter in 
fort Griswold, not a man was killed who ceased to resist. 

Soon after the capture of Cornwallis, Hamilton sheathed his 
sword, and at the age of twenty-five applied to the study of the law. 
He soon rose to eminence in his profession, but his mind could not 
be detached from the public welfare. In a few years a more impor- 
tant afiair demanded bis talents. In 1 787, he was appointed a mem- 
ber of the Convention for forming a national Constitution. His 
views on this subject were difierent from the majority of that august 
body. He was in favour of a more permanent executive and senate ^ 
and he wished for a strong government, which would not be shaken 
by the conflict of difierent interests and parties. These were his 
views and feelings, but believing the constitution to be incomparably 
superior to the old confederation, he exerted all his talents in its sup- 
port, though it did not rise to his conception of a perfect system. 
By his pen in the papers, signed Publius, and by his voice in the con- 
vention of New York, he contributed much to its adoption. When 
the government was organized, in 1789, Washington placed him at 
the head of the treasury. In the new demands which were now made 
upon his talents, the resources of his mind did not fail him. In his 
reports he proposed plans for funding the debt of the union, and for 
assuming the debts of the respective states, for establishing a bank 
and mint, and for procuring a revenue. He wished to redeem the 
reputation of his country by satisfying her creditors, and to combine 
with the government such a monied interest, as might facilitate its 
operations. But while he opened sources of wealth to thousands, 
by establishing public credit, and thus restoring the public paper to 
its original value, he did not enrich himself. He did not take advan- 
tage of his situation, nor improve the opportunity he enjoyed for ac- 
>quiringa fortune. Though accused of amassing wealth, he did not 
vest a dollar in the public funds. He was exquisitely delicate ia 
regard to his official charactor, being determined if possible to pre* 
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Tent the impeachment of his motives, and preserve bis integrity and 
good name unimpaired* 

On the last of January, 1 795, he resigned the office of Secretary of 
the Treasury* In 1 798, when a provisional army was raised, in 
consequence of the injuries and demands of France, Washington sus- 
pended his acceptance of the command of it, on the condition, that 
Hamilton should be his associate and second in command. This 
arrangement was made* After the adjustment of our affairs with 
the French Republic, and the di8chanj;e of the army, he returned 
again to his profession in the city of New York* In this place he 
passed the remainder of his days* 

In June, 1804, col* Burr, vice president of the United States, ad- 
dressed a letter to gen* Hamilton, requiring his acknowledgment or 
denial of the use of any expression derogatory ta the honour of the 
former* This demand was deemed inadmissible, and a duel was the 
consequence. At the close of the circuit court, the parties met at 
Hobt>ken« on the morning of Wednesday, July the eleventh, and 
Hamilton fell on the same spot, where his son, a few years before, 
had fallen«in obedience to the same principle of honour, and in the 
same violation of the laws of God and of man* 

In the conversation which ensued, he disavowed all intention of 
taking the life of col* Burr, and declared his abhorrence of the whole 
transaction* When the sin of which he had been guilty, was intima- 
ted to him, he assented, with strong emotion ; and when the infinite 
merit of the Redeemer, as the propitiation for sin, the sole ground 
of our acceptance with God, was suggested, he said, with emphasis, 
* I have a tender reliance on the mercy of the Almighty, through the 
merits of the Lord Jesus Christ*' The reverend bishop Moore was 
afterwards sefit for, and after making suitable inquiries of the peni- 
tence and faith of general Hamilton, and receiving his assurance, 
that he would never again, if restored to health, be engaged in a 
similar transaction, but would employ all his influence in society to 
discountenance the barbarous custom, administered to him the com- 
munion* After this his mind was composed* He expired about 
two o'clock on Thursday, July 12, 1804, aged about forty-seven 
years. ♦ 

General Hamilton possessed very uncommon powers of mind. 
To whatever subject he directed his attention, he was able to grasp 
it, and in whatever he engaged, in that he excelled* So stupendous 
were his talents, and so patient was his industry, that no investigation 
presented difficulties which he could not conquer* In the class of 
men of intellect, he held the first rank* His eloquence was of the 
most interesting kind, and when new exertions were required, he 
rose in new strength, and touching at his pleasure every string of 
pity or terror, of indignation or grief, he bent the passions'of others 
to his purpose. At the bar he gained the first eminence* 
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LIEUT. GOVERNOR CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN. 

Christopher Gadsden, lieutenant governor of South Carolina, and 
a distinguished friend of his country, was born about .the year 1 724. 
So high was his reputation in the colony in which he lived, that he 
was appointed one of the delegates to the congress which met at 
N* York, in Oct. 1 765, to petition against the stamp act. He was also 
chosen a member of the congress which met in 1774, and on his 
return early in 1776, received the thanks of the provincial assembly 
for his services. He was among the first who openly advocated re* 
> publican principles, and wished to make his country independent of 
[ the monarchical government of Great Britain. ' The decisive ge- 
f nius,' says Ramsay, ' of Christopher Gadsden in the south, and of 
John Adams in the north, at a much earlier day, might have desired 
a complete separation of America from Great Britain ; but till the 
year 1776, the rejection of the second petition of congress, and the 
appearance of Paine's pamphlet, Common Sense, a reconciliation 
with the mother country was the unanimous wish of almost every 
other American.' During the ctiege of Charleston, in 1780, he re* 
mained within the lines, with five of the council, while governor 
Rutledge, with the other three, left the city at the earnest request of 
gen. Lincoln. Several months after the capitulation, he was taken 
out of his bed on the 27th of August, and with most of the civil and 
military officers, transported in a guard ship to St. Augustine. This 
was done by the order of lord Cornwailis, and it was in violation of 
the rights of prisoners on parole. Guards were left at their houses, 
and the private papers of some of them were examined. A parole 
was offered at St. Augustine ; but such was the indignation of lieut. 
gov. Gadsden, at the ungenerous treatment which he bad received, 
diat he refused to accept it, and bore a close confinement in the cas- 
tle for forty-two weeks with the greatest fortitude. In 1782, when 
it became necessary, by the rotation established, to choose a new 
goVernor, he was elected to this office ; but he declined it in a short 
speech to the following effect. ^ I have served you in a variety of 
stations for thirty years, and I would now cheerfully make one of a 
forlorn hope in an assault on the hues of Charleston, if it was proba- 
ble, that with the loss of my life you would be reinstated in the pos- 
r session of your capital. What 1 can do for my country, I am wil- 
ling to do. My sentiments of the American cause from the stamp 
act downwards, have never changed. I am still of opinion, that it 
is the cause of liberty and of human nature. — The present times re- 
quire the vigor and activity of the prime of life ; but I feel the in- 
creasing infirmities of old age to such a degree, that I am conscious I 
cannot serve you to advantage. I therefore beg for your sakes, and 
for the sake of the public, that you would indulge me with the hberty 
of declining the arduous trust.' He continued, however, his exer- 
tions for the good of his country, both in the assembly and €ognciI| 
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and notwithstanding the injuries be had suffered, and the immense 
]oss of his property, he zealously opposed the law for confiscating 
the estates of the adherents to the British government ; and contend- 
ed that sound policy required to forgive and forget. He died in 
September, 1805, aged eighty-one years. 

COLONEL JOHN LAURENS. 

John Laurens, a brave officer in the American war, was the son 
of Henry Laurens, president of Congress, and a native of South Car- 
olina. John Laurens received his education in England. He join- 
ed the army in the beg;inniiig of 1777, from which time he was fore- 
most in danger. He was present and distinguished himself in every 
action of the army under general Washington, and was among the 
first who entered the British lines at York Town. Early in 1781| 
while he held the rank of lieut. col. he was selected as the most suit- 
able person to depute on a special mission to France, to solicit a loan 
of money, and to procure military stores. He arrived in March, and 
returned in August, having been so successful m the execution of his 
commission, that Congress passed a vote of thanks for his services. 
Such was his despatch, that in three days after he repaired to Phila- 
delphia, he finished bis business with Congress, and immediately re* 
joined the American army. On the !27th of August, 1782, in oppo- 
sing a foraging party of the British, near Combahee river, in Soutk 
Carolina, be was mortally wounded, and he died at the age of twen- 
ty-six years. His father, just released from imprisonment, and hap- 
py m a son of such distinction and virtues, now witnessed the desola- 
tion of all his hopes. Colonel Laurens, uniting the talents of a 
great officer with the knowledge of the scholar, and the engaging 
manners of the gentleman, was the glory of the army, and the idol of 
his country. Washington, who selected him as his aid, and reposed 
in him the highest confidence, declared that be could discover no 
fault in him, unless it was intrepidity, bordering upon rashness. His 
abilities were exhibited in the legislature and in the cabinet, as well 
as in the field. He was zealous for the rights of humanity, and, liv- 
ing in a country of slaves, contended, that personal liberty was the 
birth- right of every human being, however diversified by country,, 
colour, or powers of mind. His insinuating address won the hearts 
of all his acquaintance, while his sincerity and virtue secured their 
lasting esteem. 

MAJOR GENERAL ISRAEL PUTNAM. 

Israel Putnam was born at Salem, Massachusetts, January 7, 1718* 
His mind was vigorous, but it was never cultivated by education* 
When he for the tir^t time went to Boston, he was insulted for bis 
Whticily by a boy of twice his size. After bearing his sarcasms un- 
til his good nature was exhausted^ he attacked and vanquished the 
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UQxnaniierly fellow, to the great diversion of a crowd of spectators. 
In runniog, leaping and wrestling, he almost always bore awaj the 
prize. 

In 1739, he removed to Pomfret, in Connecticut, where he cuiti* 
vated a considerable tract of land. He had, however, to encounter 
many difficulties, and among his troubles the depredations of wolves 
upon his sheepfold was not the least. In one night, seventy fine 
sheep and goats were killed. A she wolf, who with her annual 
whelps had for several years infested the vicinity, being considered 
as the principal cause of the havock, Mr. Putnam entered into a 
combination with a number of his neighbours, to hunt alternately, 
till they should destroy her. At length the hounds drove her into 
her den, and a number of persons soon collected with guns, straw, 
fire and sulphur, to attack the common enemy. But the dogs were 
afraid to approach her, and the fumes of brimstone could not force 
her from the cavern. It was now ten o^clock at night. Mr. Put- 
nam proposed to bis black servant to descend into the cave and 
shoot the wolf; but as the negro declined, he resolved to do it him- 
self. Having divested himself of his coat and waistcoat, and having 
a long rope fastened round his legs, by which he might be pulled 
back at a concerted signal, he entered the cavern head foremost, 
with a blazing torch, made of strips of birch bark in his hand. He 
descended fifteen feet, passed along horizontally ten feet, and then 
began the gradual ascent, which is sixteen feet in length. He slowly 
proceeded on his hands and knees in an abode, which was silent as 
die house of death. Cautiously glancing forwards, he discovered 
the glaring eye-balls of the wolf, who started at the sight of his torch, 
gaashed her teeth, and gave a sullen growl. He immediately kicked 
the rope, and was dra^ out with a friendly celerity and violence, 
which not a little bruised him. Loading his gun with nine buck shot^ 
and carrying it in one hand, while he held the torch with the other, 
he descended a second time. As he approached the wolf, she howl- 
ed, rolled her eyes, snapped her teeth, dropped her head between 
her legs, and was evidently on the point of springing at him. At this 
moment he fired at her head, and soon found himself drawn out of 
the cave. Having refreshed himself, he again descended, and seiz- 
ing the wolf by her ears, kicked the rope, and his companions above 
with no small exultation, draped them both out together. 

During the French war, he was appointed to command a company 
of the first troops which were raised in Connecticut, in 1755. He 
rendered much service to the army in the neighbourhood of Crown 
Point. In 1756, while near Ticonderoga, he was repeatedly in the 
most imminent danger. He escaped in an adventure of one night 
with twelve bullet holes in his blanket. In August he was sent out 
with several hundred men, to watch the motions of the enemy. Being 
ambuscaded by a party of equal numbers, a general but irregular 
action took place. Putnam had dischai^ed his fusee several times, 
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but at length it missed fire, while its muzzle was presented to the 
breast of a savage. 1 he warrior, with bis lifted hatchet, and a tre- 
mendous war-whoop compelled him to surrender, and then bound 
bim to a tree. In the course of the action, the parties changed their 
position, so as to bring this tree directly between them. The balls 
new by him incessantly ; many struck the tree, and some passed 
through his clothes. The enemy now gained possession of the 
groilnd, but being afterwards driven from the field, they carried 
their prisoner with them. At night he was stripped, and a fire 
was kindled to roast him alive ; but a French officer saved him. 
The next day he arrived at Ticonderoga, and thence he was carried 
to Montreal. About the year 1759, he was exchanged^ through the 
ingenuity of his fellow prisoner, col. Schuyler. When peace took 
place, he returned to his farm. 

He was plough*r^in his field, in 1775, when he heard the news of 
the battle of Lexington. He immediately unyoked his team, left his 
plough on the spot, and without changing his clothes, set ofi* for Cam- 
bridge. He soon went back to Connecticut, levied a regiment, and 
repaired again to the camp. In a little time he was promoted to the 
rank of major general. In the battle of Banker^ hill, he exhibited 
bis usual intrepidity. He direct»?d the men to reserve their fire, till 
the enemy was very near, reminded them of their skill, and told 
them to take good aim. They did so, and the execution was terri- 
ble. After the retreat, he made a stand at Winter hill, and drove 
back the enemy under cover of their ships. When the army was 
organized by general Washington, at Cambridge, Putnam was ap- 
pointed to command the reserve. In August, 1776, he was statiooed 
at Brooklyn, on Long Island. After the defeat of our army on the 
twenty-seventh of that month, he went to New York, and was very 
serviceable in the city and neighbourhood. In October or Novem- 
ber, he was sent to Philadelphia to fortify that city. In January, 
1777, he was directed to take post at Princeton, where he continued 
until spring. At this place, a sick prisoner, a captain, requested 
that a friend in the British army, at Brunswick, might be sent for, to 
assist him in making his will. Putnam was perplexed. He had but 
fifty men under his command, and he did not wish to have his weak- 
ness known ; yet he was unwilling to deny the request. He however 
sent a flag of truce, and directed the officer to be brought in the 
night. In the evening, lights were placed in ail the college windows, 
and in every apartment of the vacant houses throughout the towo. 
The officer on his return, reported that general Putnam's army could 
not consist of less than four or five thousand men. In the spring he 
was appointed to the command of a separate army in the highlands of 
New York. One Palmer, a lieutenant in the tory new levies, was 
detected in the camp ; governor Tryon reclaimed him as a British 
officer, threatening vengeance if he was not restored. General Pat- 
Bam wrote the following pithy reply : < Sir, Nathan Palmer, a liea- 
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tenant in your king's service, was taken in my camp as a spy ; he 
was tried as a spy ; he was condemned as a spy ; and he shall be 
hanged as a spy, P. S* Afternoon. He is banged.' After the loss 
of fort Montgomery, the conunander in chief determined to build 
another fortification, and he directed Putnam to fix upon a spot. To 
him belongs the praise of having chosen West Point. The campaign 
of 1779, which was principally spent in strengthening the works at 
this place, finished the military career of Putnam. A paraijFtic aflec- 
tion impaired the activity of his body, and he passed the remainder 
of bis days in retirement, retaining his relish for enjoyment, his love 
of pleasantry, his strength of memory, and all the faculties of his 
mind. He died at Brooklyn, Connecticut, May 29, 1790, aged sev- 
enty-two years. 

MAJOR GENERAL RICHARD MONTGOMERY. 

Richard Montgomery, a major general in the army of the United 
States, was born in the north of Ireland, in the year 1737. He pos- 
sessed an excellent genius, which was matured bj a fine education. 
Entering the army of Great Britain, he successfully fought her bat- 
tles with Wolfe, at Quebec, in 1759, and on the very spot, where he 
was doomed to fall, when fighting against her, under the banners of 
freedom. After his return to England, he quitted his regiment, in 
1772, though in a fair way to preferment. He had imbibed an at- 
tachment to America, viewing it as the rising seat of arts and free- 
dom. After bis arrival in this country, he purchased an estate in 
New York, about a hundred miles from the city, and married a 
daughter of judge Livingston. He now considered himself as an 
American. When the struggle with Great Britain commenced, as 
he was known to have an ardent attachment to liberty, and had ex- 
pressed his readiness to draw his sword on the side of the colonies, 
the command of the continental forces in the northern department, 
was entrusted to him and general Schu} ler in the fall of 1 775. 

By the indisposition of Schuyler, the chief command devolved 
upon him in October. He reduced fort Chamblee, and on the third 
of November captured St. Johns. On the twelfth, he took Montre- 
al. In December, be joined col. Arnold, and marched to Quebec. 
The city was besieged, and on the last day of the year it was deter- 
mined to make an assault. The several divisions were accordingly 
put in motion, in the midst of a heavy fall of snow, which concealed 
them from the enemy. Montgomery advanced at the head of the 
New York troops along the St. Lawrence, and having assisted with 
his own hands in pulling up the pickets which obstructed his ap- 
proach to one of the barriers he was determined to force, he was 
pushing forwards, when one of the guns of the battery wa^ discharg- 
ed, and he v*as killed, with his two aids. This was the only gun 
that was fired, for the enemy had been struck with consternation, 
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and all but one or two had fled. But this event probably preve 
the capture of Quebec. When he fell, Montgomery was in a 
row passage, and his body rolled upon the ice, which formed by 
side of the river. After it was found the next morning among 
slain, it was buried by a few soldiers, without any marks of disi 
tion. He was thirty-eight years of age. He was a man of g 
military talents, whose measures were taken with judgment, and 
ecuted with vigor. With undisciplined troops, who were jeaioi 
him in the extreme, he yet inspired them with his own enthusi; 
He shared with them in all their hardships, and thus prevented t 
complaints. His industry could not be wearied, nor his vigih 
imposed upon, nor his courage intimidated. 

To express the high sense entertained by his country, of his s< 
ces, Congress directed a monument of white marble, with the 
lowing inscription on it, and which was placed in front of St. Ps 
church, New York. 

THIS MONUMENT 

Was erected by order of 
Congress, 26th January, 1776, 
^ To transmit to posterity 

A grateful remembrance of the 

Patriotism, conduct, enterprize, and 

Perseverance 

OF MAJOR GENERAL 

RICHARD MONTGOMERY ; 
Who, after a series of success, 
Fell in the attack 
On Quebec, 
3 1 st December, 1775, 
Aged 39 years. 
The remains of general Montgomery, after resting 42 year 
Quebec, by a resolve of the state of New York, were brought to 
city of New York, on the 8th of July, 1818, and deposited with 
pie form and grateful ceremonies, near the aforesaid monumei 
St. Paul's church. 

The remains were deposited in a most splendid mahogany cc 
with the following inscription, elegantly engraved upon a silver { 
placed on the lid : 

THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 

IN HONOUR OF 

GENERAL RICHARD MONTGOMERY ; 
Who fell gloriously fighting for the 

INDEPENIXENCE AND LIBERTY OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Before the walls of Quebec, the 3)st day of 

December, 1775, caused these remains 

Of this distinguished Hero to 

Be conveyed from Quebec, 
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And deposited on the eighth day of July, 1818, 

In St. PauPs Church, in the city of 

New York, near the monument 

Erected to his memory 

BY THE UNITED STATES. 

MAJOR GENERAL PHILIP SCHUYLER. 

Philip Schuyler, a major general in the revolutionary war, receiv- 
ed this appointment fi om congress, June 1 9, 1 775. He was directed 
to proceed immediately from New York to Ticonderoga, to secure 
the Jajces, and to make preparations for entering Canada. Being 
taken sick, in September, the command devolved upon Montgomery. 
On his recovery, he devoted himself zealously to the management of 
the affairs in the northern department. The superintendence of the 
Indian concerns claimed much of his attention. On the approach of 
Bui^oyne, in 1777, he made every exertion to obstruct his progress ; 
but the evacuation of Ticonderoga by St. Clair, occasioning unrea- 
sonable jealousies in regard to Schuyler, in New England, he was su- 
perseded by Gates, in August, and congress directed an inquiry to be 
made into his conduct. It was a matter of extreme chagrin to him, 
to be recalled at the moment when he was about to take ground and 
face the enemy. He afterwards, though not in the regular service, 
rendered important services to his country, in the military transac- 
tions of New York* He was a member of the old congress, and 
when the present government of the United States commenced its 
operation, in 1 789, he was appointed with Rufus King a senator from 
his native state. In 1797 he was again appointed a senator, in the 
place of Aaron Burr. He died at Albany, November 18, 1804, in 
the seventy third year of his age. Distinguished by strength of in- 
tellect, and upright intentions, he was wise in the contrivance, and 
enterprising and persevering in the execution of plans of public utili- 
ty. In private life he was dignified, but courteous, a pleasing and 
instructive companion, affectionate in his domestic relations, and 
just in all bis dealings. General Hamilton married his daughter* 

MAJOR GENERAL BENJAMIN LINCOLN. 

Benjamin Lincoln was born at Hingham, Mass. O. S. 1733, and 
holds a high rank in the fraternity of American Heroes. His early 
years, and until he was more than forty, were spent upon the farm* 
He early espoused the cause of his country, as a determined whig, 
and in 1776 was appointed major general by the Massachusetts com- 
mittee of safety* In 1 777, upon the recommendation of Washington^ 
congress created him a major general on the continental establish- 
ment. In July, 1777, gen. Washington selected bim to join the 
northern army, under command of gen. Gates, to oppose Burgoyne's 
ftdvance. By his enterprize and vigilance while in this command, 
be contributed essentiallj to the glorious reealts which followed* la 
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the sanguinary battle of the 7th of October, gen* Lincoln, while cou- 
rageously leading on his division to relieve the troops that had been 
engaged, received a wound which dioabied him, and compelled him 
to leave the field. The bones of his leg were badly fractured, and 
by the loss of the bone the limb was shortened, which occasioned 
lameness during the remainder of his life. By this unfortunate cir- 
cumstance, he was prevented from participating in the capture of 
the whole British army, which followed soon after. 

From the display of his talents as a military commander, congress 
designated him to the chief command in the southern department 
In this command, notwithstanding its unfortunate termination at 
Charleston, so established was the spotless reputation of th^>an- 
quished general, that be continued to enjoy the undiminished respect 
of congress, the army, and the commander in chief. The following 
anecdote is related of him at this time. 

While at Purysburgh, on the Savannah river, a soldier named 
Fickling, having been detected in frequent attempts to desert/was 
tried and sentenced to be hanged. The general ordered the execu- 
tion. The rope broke, a second was procured, which broke also; 
the case was reported to the general for directions. ' Let htm run,' 
said the general, ' 1 thought he looked like a scape gallows.' 

In the campaign of 1781, general Lincoln commanded a division ' 
under Washington, and at the siege of Yorktown he had his full share 
of the honor of that brilliant and auspicious event. The articles o^ 
capitulation stipulated for the same honor in favor of the surrender- 
ing army, as had been granted to the garrison of Charleston. Gene- 
ral Lincoln was appointed to conduct them to the field, where their 
arms were deposited, and received the customary submission. In 
the general order of the commander in chief, the day after the cwita- 
lation, gen. Lincoln was among the general officers whose services 
were particularly mentioned. In October, 1781, he was chosen hj 
congress secretary at war, retaining his rank in the army. In ^ 
office he continued, till October, 1783, when his proffered resignation 
was accepted by congress. 

In the summer of 1789, president Washington appointed him col- 
lector of the port of Boston, which office he held until about two 
years before his death. Admonished by the infirmities of age, he 
resigned his office. On the 9th of May, 1810, his valuable life was 
terminated, at the age of 77 years. 

The following tribute is on the records of the society of Cincinnati. 
^ At the annual meeting, in July, 1810, maj. gen. John Brooks was 
chosen president of the society, to supply the place of our venerable 
and much lamented president, gen. Benjamin Lincoln, who had pre- 
sided over the society from the organization thereof, in 1783, to the 
9th of May, 1810, the day of his decease, with the entire approba- 
tion of every member, and the grateful tribute of his surviving com- 
rades, for his happy guidance and ajQfectionate attentions during so 
long a period.' 
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THE MAHQUIS D£ LA FAYETTE, MAJOR GENERAL. 

The name and character of this illustrious French nobleman, will 
occupy a conspicuous place in our Revolutionary annate, and be ho- 
nored by posterity no less for bis enthusiastic love of liberty, than 
for his heroism and military renown. There is something truly ro- 
mantic in the history of this celebrated personage. In the year 
1776, at the immature age of nineteen, he espoused the cause of the 
Americans, and nobly resolved to afford our country all possible as- 
sistance by his personal services and influence. At this era, the af- 
fiiirs of America were bordering on despair, and were represented in 
France as so deplorable that it might be supposed sufficient to repress 
the most determined zeal. Reports were propagated in that coun- 
tfy that our army, reduced to a mere rabble, was flying before an 
army of thirty thousand regulars, nor was this very wide from the 
reality. In consequence of this, our commissioners found it impos- 
tibie to procure a vessel to convey the marquis and their own des- 
patches to Congress ; they could not therefore feel justified in en- 
couraging his bold contemplated enterprize. This embarrassment 
however, had the effect of increasing rather than of restraining his 
youthful ardor and heroism. He imparted to the commissioners his 
determination to purchase and fit out a vessel to convey himself and 
their despatches to America. This project was deemed so extraor- 
dinary and important, that it did not fail to engage universal atten- 
tion* The French court had not then declared even a friendly inten- 
tbn towards America, but on the contrary was extremely cautious of 
giving offence to the British government. Orders were therefore 
given prohibiting the departure of this nobleman, and vessels were 
even despatched to the West Indies to intercept him, in case he 
ihottld take that route. The marquis was well apprized that he ex- 
posed himself to the loss of his fortune by the laws of France ; and 
that, should he fall into the hands of the English, on his passage, he 
would be liable to a confinement of uncertain duration, and without a 
prospect of being exchanged. These considerations however, did 
not deter him from the attempt, and bidding adieu to his amiable 
consort and numerous endeared connexions, and trusting to good 
fortune to favor his elopement, he embarked, and in due time arrived 
safe in Charleston, in the summer of 1776. He lauded soon after 
the noble defence made by general Moultrie at the Fort on Sullivan's 
Island. Charmed with the gallantry displayed by that general and 
his brave troops, the marquis presented him with clothing, arms and 
accoutrements for one hundred men. He met with a cordial recep- 
tion from our Congress, and they immediately accepted his proffered 
services. He insisted that he would receive no compensation, and 
that he would commence his services as a volunteer. This noble 
philanthro^rifit was received into the family of the Commander in 
Chief, where a strong mutual attachment was contracted, aiifd h'e has 

1> 
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often been called *' the adopted son of Washington.'' JuIj 31, 
1777, Congress resolved, that, ^^ Whereas the marquis de la Fayette 
out of his great zeal to the cause of liberty in which the United States 
are engaged, has left his family and connexions, and at his own ex- 
pense come over to offer his services to the United States withoat 
pension or particular allowance, and is anxious to risk his life inoor 
cause, — Resolved that his service be accepted, and that in consider- 
ation of his zeal, illustrious family and connexions, he have the rank 
and commission of Major General in the Army of the United 
States.'' At the battle of Brandy wine, September, 1 777, the mar- 
quis exhibited full proof of his undaunted bravery and military char- 
acter, and received a wound in his leg. In November of the same 
year, about one hundred and fifty men of Morgan's rifle corps under 
lieutenant colonel Butler, and an equal number of militia under the 
marquis de la Fayette, who still served as a volunteer, attacked with 
great gallantry a picket of the enemy, consisting also of about three 
hundred men, and drove them with the loss of twenty or thirty killed, 
and a greater number wounded, quite into their camp ; after which, 
they retired without being pursued. 

The marquis, who was said by general Greene to search for dan- 
ger was charmed with the conduct of this small detachment " I 
found the riflemen," said that nobleman in a letter to general Wash- 
ington, '^ above even their reputation, and the militia above all ex« 
pectations I could have formed of them." 

In May, 1778, to cover the country efiectually on the north of die 
Schuylkill, and restrain as much as possible the parties detached in 
various directions from Philadelphia, who most generally eflected 
their object, and returned before they could be opposed by the army 
lying at Valley Forge ; to form an advance guard for the security oif 
the main army, and to be in readiness to annoy, if practicable, the 
rear of the enemy, should they evacuate Philadelphia, an event which 
a great variety of circumstances combined to prove was in contem- 
plation, the marquis de la Fayette, was detached with somewhat 
more than two thousand choice troops, and a few pieces of cannon, 
to take post near the lines. 

With this detachment, the marquis crossed the Schuylkill, and took 
post at Barren hill, about eight or ten miles in front of the army at 
Valley Forge. Immediate notice of his arrival was given to sir 
William Howe, who reconnoitered his position, and formed a plan to 
surprise and cut him off*. 

In execution of this plan, on the night of the 1 9th, general Grant 
with five thousand select troops, took the road which leads up the 
Delaware, and consequently diverges from Barren hill. After 
marching along this road some distance, he inclined to the leflt, and 
passing by White marsh, where several roads unite, took one leading 
to the position he was directed to occupy, something more than a 
mile in the rear of the marquis, between him and Valley Forge. He 
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reached his point of destination about sun-rise, entirely undiscover- 
ed. Here, the roads fork ; the one leading to the camp of ia Fay- 
ette, and the other to Matson'sford over the Schuylkill. 

Gen. Gray, on the night of the 1 9th of May, marched with sevea 
thousand men, and by a skilful movement got into the marquis' rear, 
while another detachment was advancing to his front. 

Thus perilous was the situation of the niarquis, when he first dis'^ 
covered the danger which threatened him. It was about the same 
time perceived l^om the camp at Valley Foi^e. Alarm guns were 
fired to announce it to him, and the whole army was put under arms 
to act as circumstances might require. Thus surrounded with dan« 
ger, la Fayette took, with promptitude and decision, the only course 
which could have preserved him. He put his troops instantly in 
motion and passed over at Matson's ford, which was rather nearer to 
general Grant than himself, without being intercepted by that officer^ 
or sustaining a greater loss than nine men. 

Having crossed the river, and taken possession of the high grounds 
OQ the other side, he sent back a small party to bring over bis field 
pieces, which were also secured. 

General Grant, who had reached the ground lately occupied by 
la Fayette, soon after it was abandoned, followed his rear, and ap- 
peared at the ford just after the Americans had crossed it ; but find- 
ing them very advantageously posted, he did not choose to attack 
them, and the whole army returned to Philadelphia, having effected 
nothing. 

In the statement of this affair made by the marquis, he represents 
himself to have advanced the head of a column towards Grant, as if 
to attack him, while the rear filed off rapidly towards the Schuylkill. 
This movement gained ground even for the front, which, while it ad- 
vanced towards the enemy, also approached the river, and at the 
same time induced general Grant to halt, in order to prepare for bat- 
tle. 

While this manoeuvre was performing in the face of the detach- 
ment under Grant, a small party was thrown into the church-yard, 
which was surrounded by a wall, on the road towards general 6ray» 
which also gave the appearance of an intention to attack in that quar- 
ter. By these dispositions, happily conceived, and executed with 
regularity, the marquis extricated himself and his party from the de- 
struction which had appeared almost inevitable. In his letter to 
Congress, general Washington termed it '^ a timely and handsome 
retreat ;'' and certainly the compliment was merited. 

In August, 1778, he repaired to Rhode Island, to assist in the ex- 

S edition under major general Sullivan, in conjunction with the French 
eet,, and he received the particular approbation and applause of 
Congress, for his judicious and highly important services. 

In January, 1779, the marquis embarked at Boston, on a voyage 
td France, and was subjected to imminent danger from a conspiracy 
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amotig the sailors, a great part of whom were British. He returned 
in May, 1780, bringing the joyful intelligence that a FreDch fleet and 
army would soon arrive on our coast. Through his great zeal for 
the cause of the United States, he exerted his influence with his go?- 
ernment, no longer fearful of giving oflence to the English, to aflbrd 
money and troops and other important succours. He was soon pot 
at the head of a select corps of light infantry for the service of the 
campaign. This afforded him a new opportunity for the display of 
his munificence. He presented to every officer under his command, 
an elegant sword, and his soldiers were clothed in uniform principaUj 
at his expense. He infused into this corps a Spirit 0f pride and em- 
ulation, viewing it as one formed and modelled according to bis owo 
wishes, and as deserving his highest confidence. They were the 
pride of his heart and be the idol of their regard ; constantly panting 
tor an opportunity of accomplishing some signal achievement worthy 
of his and their character. This corps was pronounced equal to any 
that could be produced in any country. In December, 1780,iie 
marched with one thousand two hundred light infantry for Vii^giuia, 
to counteract the devastations of Arnold and Phillips. He oiadea 
forced march of two hundred miles and prevented general Phillips 
possessing himself of Richmond, and secured the stores of that place. 
At one period there was not a single pair of shoes in bis whole com* 
mand, and such was his zeal and generous spirit, and such the omfi- 
dence and respect of the people, that he was enabled to borrow of 
the merchants of Baltimore two thousand guineas on his own credit, 
with which he purchased shoes, and other necessary articles for hie 
troops. The marquis was employed in watching the motions of lord 
Cornwallis in Virginia, with an inferior force ; in this arduous duty 
he displayed the judgment, skill and prudence of a veteran, with tii^ 
ardor of youth. In a skirmish near Jamestown, not a man in the 
whole detachment was more exposed, and one of his horses wai 
killed. 

Lord Cornwallis having encamped near Jamestown, the marquis 
la Fayette sent general Wayne with the Pennsylvania troops to take 
their station within a small distance of the British army, and watch 
their motions. The two advanced parties were soon engaged, and 
general Wayne drove that of the enemy back to their lines, and with- 
out stopping there, attacked the whole British army, drawn up in 
order of battle, and charged them with bayonets. The action was 
extremely severe for the little time it lasted, but the disproportion 
of numbers was so great, that the enemy was on the point of sur- 
rounding our troops, when the marquis arrived in person, just time 
enough to order a retreat^ by which they were rescued from their 
hazardous situation, after suffering considerable loss. 

General Henry Lee, in his Memoirs of the War in the Southern 
States, eulogizes the character and conduct of La Fayette, when 
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compelled to fly before the British commander, in the following lan- 
guage. 

^^ In this period of gloom, of disorder, and of peril, la Fayette was 
collected and undismayed. With zeal, with courage, and with sa- 
gacity, he discharged his arduous duties ; and throughout his difficult 
retreat, was never brought even to array but once in order for bat- 
tle. Invigorating our councils by his precepts; dispelling our des- 
pondency by his example ; and encouraging his troops to submit to 
their many privations, by the ^cheerfulness with which he participat- 
ed in their wants ; he imparted the energy of his own mind to the 
country, and infused his high-toned spirit into the army.'' 

Great encomiums were passed on the marquis for his humanity and 
goodness in visiting and administering to the relief of the wounded 
soldiers. Lord CornwaUis having received a reinforcement, was so 
confident of success against his young antagonist, that he imprudent- 
ly said in a letter which was intercepted, " the boy cannot escapeme,^^ 
He planned the surprize of the marquis while on the same side of 
James' river with himself, but in this he was baffled by means of a spy, 
whom the marquis sent into the enemy's camp to obtain some necessa- 
ry intelligence. A combination of talents and skill defeated all the 
energies of physical power. During the siege of lord CornwaUis at 
Yorktown, the marquis was among the most active and intrepid of 
the general officers, and he commanded a detachment of our light in- 
fantry, which successfully assaulted the British redoubt on the right 
of our lines. Previous to his departure from Yorktown, he issued 
his last order to his favorite corps of infantry, in which are contained 
the following expressions. 

^^ In the moment the major general leaves this place, he wishes 
once more to express his gratitude to the brave corps of light infant- 
ry, who for nine months past, have been the companions of his for- 
tunes. He will never forget that with them alone, of regular troops, 
he had the good fortune to manoeuvre before an army which after all 
its reductions is still six times superior to the regular force be had at 
that time." 

The marquis now perceiving that the mighty contest for American 
Independence, in which he had been so nobly engaged, was near its 
completion, was about to return with the well earned laurels on his 
brow, to his king and country. Congress resolved, November 23, 
1781, " that major general the marquis La Fayette be informed, that 
on a review of his conduct throughout the past campaign, and par- 
ticularly during the period when he had the chief command in Vir- 
ginia, the many new proofs which present themselves of his zealous 
attachment to the cause he has espoused, and of his judgment, vigil- 
ance, gallantry and address in its defence, have greatly added to the 
high opinion entertained by Congress of his merit in military talents." 
During his military career in America, the marquis displayed that 
patriotism, integrity, humanity, and every other virtue which charac-^ 



30 APPENDIX. 

terizes real greatness of soul. His manners being easy, affable and 
engaging, he was particularly endeared to the officers and soldiers 
under his command ; they admired, loved, and revered him as their 
guide and support when in peril, and their warmest friend . when in 
perplexity and trouble. The most affectionate attachment subsisted 
between him and the illustrious chief under whose banners it was fan 
delight to serve, and whose language was, " this nobleman unites to 
all the military fire of youth, an uncommon maturity of judgment'' 

His very soul burned with the spirit of enterprize, and he mapifested 
a disinterestedness^ and devotion to the cause of freedom, ever to be 
admired and applauded by a grateful people. He ever discovered 
both in design and execution, those traits of genius and that intuitife 
knowledge of tactics, which designate the great man, and the succesi- 
ful warrior. The people of the United States are fully apprized of 
their high obligations to him, and their history will transmit the name 
of La Fayette with grateful acknowledgments to the latest posteri- 
ty. It is gratifying to learn that Congress granted him a valuable 
tract of land, as a compensation in part for bis disinterested patriot- 
ism and important services. 

When in December, 1 784, the Marquis was about to take his final 
departure from America, congress appointed a committe, consisting 
of one member from each state, to receive him, and in the name (» 
congress to take leave of him, in such a manner as might stnM^y 
manifest their esteem and regard for him. That they be instracted 
to assure him, that congress continued to entertain the same fai^ 
sense of his abilities and zeal to promote the welfare of America, both 
here and in Europe, which they frequently expressed and manifested 
on former occasions. That the United States regard him with par- 
ticular affection, and will not cease to feel an interest in whatever 
may concern his honor and prosperity, and that their best and kiod* 
est wishes will always attend him. Congress resolved also, that a 
letter be written to his most Christian Majesty, expressive of the high 
sense which the United States, in congress assembled, entertain of 
the zeal, talents and meritorious services of the marquis de la Fay- 
ette, and recommending him to the favor and patronage of his Ma- 
jesty. The marquis made a very respectful and affectionate reply, 
in which he expressed the lively feelings of a heart devoted to the 
welfare of our rising empire, and gratefully acknowledged, that at a 
time when an inexperienced youth, he was favoured with his respec- 
ted friend's paternal adoption. He thus concludes his address. 

' May this immense temple of freedom ever stand as a lesson to 
oppressors, an example to the oppressed, a sanctuary for the rights 
of mankind ; and may these happy United States attain that complete 
splendor and prosperity which will illustrate the blessings of their 
government, and for ages to come, rejoice in the departed souls of its 
founders. Never can congress oblige me so much, as when the/ 
put it in my power in every part of the world, to the latest day of 
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my life, to gratify the attachment which will ever rank me among 
the most zealoas and respectful servants of the United States/ 

On his arrival in France he was received in the most enthusiastic 
manner. His praises were sung in the streets, busts and pictures of 
him filled the shops, and universal popularity attended him. He 
was selected without opposition a deputy to the States General by 
his native province. When these were superseded by the Na- 
tional Assembly, he came forward in that body, ( 1 789) with his cele- 
brated declaration of the rights of man. He opposed the measures 
of the court with such firmness, that he was made president of the 
A^embiy, and commandant of the National guard. He accepted 
the latter post with pleasure, and swore to be faithful to the liberties 
of his country. It is unnecessary to mention with too much minute- 
ness the numerous afirays and quarrels that took place at this period 
between the king's body guards and the national troops. It is suffi- 
cient to remark, that the whole influence of la Fayette was used to 
preserve order and regularity in the French capital, and to alleviate 
the public distresses. When he was ordered by the commune of 
Paris to proceed to Versailles with his army, and take possession of 
the out posts, he restrained the violence of his soldiers, assured the 
king and queen of their safety, and saved the lives of fifteen of the 
household troops, who had been selected as the victims of the infuri- 
ated assailants. — He also advised the duke of Orleans to leave the 
kingdom, as his presence gave countenance to many sanguinary pro- 
cedures. 

The popularity of la Fayette continuing to increase, he was on 
the 14tb of July, 1790, made general in chief of the national guards 
of France. At this time he occupied a most important situation — 
the eyes of the whole world were turned on him. A boundless in- 
fluence and a devoted army might have carried him successfully to 
the highest grade of power. In a word, on him reposed all the des- 
tinies of France. This was the crisis of bis reputation, and from his 
course at that time, his friends and enemies took their opinions of his 
character. There was but one course for la Fayette to pursue, and 
that was the support of liberty, and the maintenance of public tran- 
quillity. He held, as it were, a magnanimous neutrality between the 
different parties, whenever their projects went beyond the laws of 
justice and moderation. He gave his vote for the trial by jury, and 
emancipation of the. people of color. But in the spring of 1 791, the 
tide of public feeling began to change. Nothing had been done to 
settle the affairs of the nation, and the violent reaction of parties 
commenced, in spite of the restraint imposed upon them. Even his 
army became affected by the intrigues of enemies, and when Louis 
XVI. wished to visit St. Cloud, and la Fayette gave orders to let 
him pass — he was for the first time disobeyed. Disgusted with this 
want of subordination, la Fayette threw up his commission, and did 
not resume it until the most humble apologies were made to him. 
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When the king afterwards actaally fled, he was suspected of being 
concerned in bis flight, and the most violent abuse, both in and out of 
the Assembly, was heaped upon him. The retaking of Louis at 
Varennes, checked the torrent for a short time, but the royalists now 
turned upon him from one side, and Murat and the friends of the 
duke of Orleans accused him of treason on the other. His life was 
actually attempted by a rufiian of the name of Fournien, whom he 
suffered to escape unpunished. When the constitution was adopted, 
in the spirit of a Washington, he resigned his command, alleging that 
the emergency which required his services, was now over. On this 
occasion a golden medal, and a bust of Washington, were presented 
him by the city of Paris. He was offered in addition, a full remu-> 
neration for his losses by the Revolution, and this he magnanimously 
declined. In 1792, he was given the command of the army of the 
centre, near Ardennes, but had no opportunity offered in which to 
distinguish himself. Observing, however, the wanton and unneces- 
sary indignities offered to the king, he caused remonstrances to be 
forwarded from the different corps of the army. These producing 
no effect, he went in person to Paris, to make his complaints. The 
military once more opened their arms to receive him, and asked to 
be led against the Jacobin club, the authors of all the injuries of 
which he complained. This, from the generous desire to prevent 
the effusion of blood, he refused, while he proposed to the kii^, at 
the same time, to throw himself upon the army for protection. The 
imbecility and distrust of Louis prevented him from acceding to the 
offer, when no doubt it would have changed the current of affairs. 

On the 10th of August, memorable for the horrid massacres at 
Versailles, and the flight of the royal family to the national assembly 
for safety, la Fayette was deprived of his command. His humani- 
ty had once saved the palace from destruction, but the Parisian 
mob now thirsted for blood. The Swiss body guards had no longer 
a protector to check the cruelty of their assaults. They were all 
massacred without mercy, though not without a gallant resistance. 
He lost his command at that time for taking a bold stand against the 
heated populace, and although the army professed still to love him, 
he withdrew in the night from the giddy throng of the soldiery, and 
the madness of party zealots. Immediately his enemies gave loose 
to their fury, a price was set on his head, and the golden medal before 
presented to him, was broken to pieces by the common hangman. 
If his character was now aspersed by the revolutionists, his person, 
the moment he crossed the frontiers, was endangered by the perse- 
cution of the royalists and emigers. The petty duke of Saxe Tes- 
chen arrested the illustrious fugitive, and the gallows was actually in 
preparation for his execution. The king of Prussia then interfered, 
and changed the sentence of death, to that of close confinement in 
the dungeons of Wessel ^nd Magdeburgh. After a year's suffering 
in the latter, the emperor of Austria next claimed him, and threw 
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him into chains at Olmutz, where death seemed about to close his 
sufferings. It seemed as if all the despots of Europe wished to 
contribute to his sufferings. Washington, at this time attempted to 
obtain his release, and two gentlemen. Dr. Bollman and a young 
American, named Hu^^er, almost rescued him from prison, by a ro- 
mantic and extraordinary attempt. He was recaptured, and confin- 
ed more closely than ever, but was permitted to enjoy the society of 
his wife and daughter. In 1797, Bonaparte effected his release, and 
offered to protect him. La Fayette, however, retired to Hamburgi 
and lived very privately until the overthrow of the French Directo- 
ry. He declined the offers then made him, and kept closely on his 
estate till 1815, when he was elected a deputy from tlie department 
of Seine and Marne, was nominated to the vice presidency, and had 
fifty votes for the office of president. After the battle of Waterloo, 
it is said, he advocated the abdication of Napoleon, and acted with 
Fouche, in declaring the sitting of the chambers permanent. Na- 
poleon gave him credit for his intentions oh this occasion, but ac- 
cording to Las Casas, ' pronounced him the dupe of men and things»^ 
It is remarkable that Madame Campan expresses nearly the same 
opinion of him. One thing is certain, however, that La Fayette has 
ever acted with a single eye to the good of France. On the final 
restoration of the Bourbons, he again retired to private life, when he 
was once more elected a deputy trom La Sarthe, though opposed by 
the whole weight of ministerial influence. At the last election, 
however, he was unsuccessful, because the most unjustifiable means 
were taken to prevent his success. 

The leisure afforded him, happily occurs at a time when the whole 
American people are desirous to see him. When we consider the 
services of this illustrious man during the revolution, our hearts 
glow with love and admiration. And if his career since, has not al- 
ways been equally fortunate, it was the fault of the people with whom 
he was engaged, the fickleness of the nation which he endeavoured to 
serve, and the rapacity of the times in which he lived. He is now 
(1824) sixty-seven years of age. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM AUGUSTUS BARON DE STEUBEN. 

This distinguished and philanthropic officer was a Prussian by 
birth, and served many years in the armies of Frederick the Great, 
as one of his aids, with the rank of lieut. general. Ardently attach- 
ed to the cause of liberty, he made an immense sacrifice by quitting 
the high station and emoluments which he held in Europe, and em- 
barking in the cause of America. He arrived here in December, 
1777, and immediately proffered his services to Congress, wishing 
only to serve in our armies as a volunteer, without any claim to rank. 
Congress voted him their thanks for his zeal, and he joined the army 
under Washington at Valley Foi^e. In May, 1778, Congress a[t- 
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pointed him inspector general, with the rank of major general. He 
immediately entered upon the duties of his office ; and by establish- 
ing a uniform system of manoeuvres, and by persevering industry and 
skill, eflfected, during the continuance of the troops at Valley Forge, 
a most important improvement in all ranks of the army* It may be 
justly said, that it was his unwearied industry, patience and perse- 
verance that called into service the army that gave liberty to Amer- 
ica. 

After the base desertion of Arnold at West Point, the Baron never 
omitted to proclaim his abhorrence of the name on all proper occa- 
sions. While inspecting a regiment, the name of Arnold struck his 
ear. The soldier was immediately ordered to the front ; he was a 
fine looking fellow, and well equipped. ^ Change your name, bro- 
ther soldier,' said the Baron, ^ You are too respectable to bear the 
name of a traitor.' ' What name shall I take, general V ^ Take 
any other name, — mine is at your service.' Most cheerfully was the 
ofier accepted, and his name was entered on the roll as Steuben. 
He or his children now live on the land given him by the Baron in 
the town of Steuben. This brave soldier met him after the war. 
' 1 am well settled, general,' said he, ^ and have a wife and son ; I 
have called my son after yon, sir.' ' 1 thank you, my friend, what 
name have you given the boy.' ' I called him baron, what else could 
I call him ?' 

Though holding the office of inspector, it did not exclude him the 
privilege of command in the line according to his rank. The follow- 
ing incident, related in ^ Thatcher's Journal,' while commander of a 
separate detachment in Virginia, shows him to have been too honest 
to suffer an imposition to be practised on the public. 

A regiment had been collected, and was paraded on the point of 
marching, when a well looking man on horseback, and as it appeared^ 
his jservant on another, rode up, and informed the Baron that he had 
brought him a recruit. ^ i thank you sir,' said the baron, ^ with all 
tny heart, you have arrived in a happy moment, wliere is your man, 
colonel ?' for he was colonel in the militia. ^ Here, Sir,' ordering 
his boy to dismount. The baron's countenance changed, his aids 
saw and feared the approaching storm. A sergeant was ordered te 
measure the lad, whose .-hoes when off, discovered something by 
which his stature bad been increased. The baron patting the child's 
head, with his hand trembling with rage, asked him how old be was. 
He was very young, quite a child. ' Sir,' said he to the militia col- 
onel, ' you must have supposed me to be a rascal.' Oh ! no, baron, 
I did not. ' Then, sir, 1 suppose you to be a rascal, an infamous 
rascal, thus to attempt to cheat your country. Sergeant, take off 
this tellow's spurs, and place him in the ranks, that we may have a 
man able to serve, instead of an infant, whom he would basely have 
made his substitute. Go, my boy, take the colonel's spurs and 
horse to bis wife } make my compliments, and say^ her husband ha» 
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gone to fight for the freedom of his country, as an honest man should 
do, and instantly ordered — platoons ! to the rights wheel, — forward 
march.' 

At the siege of Yorktown the baron was in the trenches, at the 
head of his division, and received the first overture of lord Cornwal- 
lis to capitulate. At the relieving hour next morning, the marquis 
de la Fayette approached at the head of his division, to relieve him. 
The baron refused to quit the trenches, assigning as a reason, the 
etiquette in Europe, that the offer to capitulate had been made dur- 
ing his tour ot duty, and that it was a point of honour of which he 
would not deprive his troops, to remain in the trenches till the ca^ 
pitulation was signed, or hostilities recommenced. The dispute was 
referred to the commander in chief, and the baron was permitted to 
remain till the British flag was struck. While on this duty, the baron 
perceiving himself in danger from a shell thrown from the enemy, 
threw himself suddenly into the trench ; gen. Wayne, in the jeopar- 
dy and hurry of the moment fell on him ; the baron, turning his 
eyes, saw it was his brigadier, ' I always knew you were brave, gen- 
eral,' said he, ' but I did not know you were so perfect in every 
point of duty, you cover your general's retreat in the best manner 
possible.' 

After the brilliant affair at Yorktown, the baron returned norths 
ward, and remained with the army, continually employed, till the 
peace, in perfecting its discipline. ' At the disbandment,' says 
Thatcher, ^ of the revolutionary army, when inmates of the same 
tent, or hut, for seven long years, were separating, and probably 
forever ; grasping each other's hand, in silent agony, I saw the 
baron's strong endeavours to throw some ray of sunshine on the 
gloom, to mix some drop of cordial with the painful draught. I'o 
go, they knew not whither ; all recollection of the art to thrive by 
civil occupations lost, or to the youthful never known. Their hard 
earned military knowledge worse than useless, and with their badge 
of brotherhood, a mark at whtch to point the finger of suspicion — ig-' 
noble, vile suspicion ! to be cast out on a world, long since by them 
foi^otten. Severed from friends, and all the joys and griefs which 
soldiers feel! Griefs, while hope remained — when shared b\ num- 
bers, almost joys! To go in silence and alone, and poor and hope« 
less ; it was too hard ! On that sad day, 'how many hearts were 
wrung ! I saw it all, nor will the scene be ever blurred or blotted 
from my view. To a stern old officer, a lieut. col. Cochran, from 
the Green Mountains, who had met danger and difficulty almost in 
every step, from his youth, and from whose furrowed visage, a tear 
till that moment had never fallen ; the good baron said what could 
be said, to lessen deep distress. ' For myself,' said Cochran, ' I care 
not, I can stand it ; but my wife and daughters are in the garret of 
that wretched tavern, i know not where to remove, nor have I 
means for their removal !' ' Come, my friend,' said the baron, ^ let 
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UQ go — I will pay my respects to Mrs. Cochran and your daughters, 
if you please.^ ' I followed to the loft, the lower rooms being all 
filled with soldiers, with drunkenness, despair and blasphemy. And 
when the baron left the poor unhappy cast aways, he left hope with 
them, and all he had to give.' ' A black man, with wounds unheal- 
ed, wept on the wharf — (for it was at Newburgh where this tragedy 
was acting) — there was a vessel in the stream, bound to the place 
where he once had friends. He had not a dollar to pay his passage, 
and he could not walk. Unused to tears, I saw them trickle down 
this good man's cheeks, as he put into the hands of the black man 
the last dollar he possessed. The negro hailed the sloop, and cried, 
* God Almighty bless you, master baron !' 

After the organization of the general government, by the exertions 
of Hamilton, patronized by Washington, congress, in consideration 
of his immense personal sacrifices, made him a grant of twenty -five 
hundred dollars per annum. This sum, together with a grant of a 
large tract of land from the state of New York, enabled this veteran 
to spend the remainder of his days in peace and quiet upon bis own 
land. Though temperate in his habits, and free from any vicious 
habit, he was seized with an apoplexy, which in a few hours termi- 
nated his exisitence. He died in 1795, in the 65th year of bid age. 
By his own desire he was wrapped in his cloak, placed in a plain 
coffin, and hid in the earth, without a stone to tell where he lies* 
His property be divided between his aid de camp and servants. 

GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

Commander in Chief of the American Armies. 

George Washington, commander in chief of the American army, 
during the revolutionary war with Great Britain, and first president 
of the United States, was the third son of Mr. Augustine Washington, 
and was born at Bridges creek, in the county of Westmoreland, Vir- 
ginia, February 22, 1 732. His great grandfather had emigrated to 
that place from the north of England, about the year 1657. At the 
age often years, he lost his father, and the patrimonial estate de- 
scended to his elder brother, Mr. Lawrence Washington, who, in the 
year 1740, had been engaged in the expedition against Carthagena. 
In honour of the British admiral, who commanded the fleet employ- 
ed in that enterprise, the estate was called Mount Vernon. At the 
age of fifteen, agreeably to the wishes of his brother, as well as to his 
own urgent request to enter into the British navy, the place of a mid- 
sliipman in a vessel of war then stationed on the coast of Virginia, 
was obtained for him. Every thing was in readiness for his depart- 
ure, when the fears of a timid and affectionate mother prevailed upon 
him to abandon his proposed career on the ocean, and were the 
means of retaining him upon the land, to be the future vindicator of 
his country's rights. All the advantages of education which he eo* 
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joyed, were derived from a private tutor, who instructed him in Eng- 
lish literature and the genera) principles of science, as well as in 
morality and religion. After his disappointment, with regard to en- 
tering the navy, he devoted much of his time to the study of the math- 
ematics ; and in the practice of his profession as a surveyor, he had 
an opportunity of acquiring that information respecting the value of 
vacant lands, which, afterwards, greatly contributed to the increase 
of his private fortune. At the age of nineteen, when the militia of 
Virginia were to be trained for actual service, he was appointed an 
adjutant general with the rank of major. It was for a very short 
time, that he discharged the duties of that office. In the year 1753, 
the plan formed by Prance, for connecting Canada with Louisiana by 
a line of posts, and thus of enclosing the British colonies, and of es- 
tabiishing her influence over the numerous tribes of Indians on the 
frontiers, began to be developed. In the prosecution of this design, 
possession had been taken of a tract of land, then believed to be 
within the province of Virginia. Mr. Dinwiddie, the lieutenant 
governor, being determined to remonstrate against the proposed en- 
croachment, and violation of the treaties between the two countries, 
dispatched major Washington, through the wilderness to the Ohio, 
to deliver a letter to the commanding officer of the French, and also 
to explore the country. This trust of danger and fatigue he execu- 
ted with great ability. He left Williamsburg, October il, 1753, the 
very day on which he recived his commission, and at the frontier set- 
tlement of the English, engaged guides to conduct him over the Alle-* 
ghany mountains. 

At a place upon the Alleghany, called Murdering town, they fell in 
with a hostile Indian who was one of the party then lying in wait, 
and who fired upon them not ten steps distant. They took him into 
custody and kept him until nine o'clock, and then let him go. To 
avoid the pursuit which they presumed would be commenced in the 
morning, they travelled all night. On reaching; the Monongahela, 
they bad a hard day's work to make a raft with a hatchet. In at- 
tempting to cross the river to reach a trader's house, they were enclo- 
sed by masses of ice. In order to stop the raft, major Washington 
pat down his setting pole, but the ice came with such force against it, 
as to jerk him into the water. He saved himself by seizing one of the 
raft logs. With difficulty they landed on an island, where they pas- 
sed the night. The cold was so severe,' that the pilot's hands and 
feet were frozen. The next day they crossed the river upon the ice. 
Washington arrived at Williamsburg, January 16, 1754. His jour- 
nal, which evinced the solidity of his judgment and his fortitude, was 
published. 

As the French seemed disposed to remain on the Ohio, it was de- 
termined to raise a regiment of about 300 men to maintain the claims 
of the British crown. The command was given to Mr. Fry ; and 
fiiajor WashingtoD, who was appointed lieutenant colonel^ marched 
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with two companies early in April, 1754, in advance of the other 
troops. A few miles west of the Great Meadows, he surprised a 
French encampment in a dark rainy night, and only one man esca- 
ped. Before the arrival of the two remaining companies, Mr. Fry 
died, and the command devolved on colonel Washington. Being 
joined hy two other companies of regular troops from South Caroli- 
na and New York, after erecting a small stockade at the Great 
Meadows, he proceeded towards fort du Quesne, which had been 
built but a short time, with the intention of dislodging the French. 
He had marched only thirteen miles to the western-most footof Laa- 
rel hiil. before he received information of the approach of the enemy 
with superior numbers, and was induced to return to his stockade. 
He began a ditch around it, and called it fort Necessity ; but the next 
day, July 3, he was attacked by fifteen hundred men. His own 
troops were only about four hundred in number. The action com- 
menced at ten in the morning and lasted until dark. A part of the 
Americans fought within the fort, and a part in the ditch filled with 
mud and water. Colonel Washington was himself on the outside of 
the fort during the whole day. The enemy fought under cover of 
the trees and high grass. In the course of the night articles of ca- 
pitulation were agreed upon. The garrison were allowed to retain 
their arms and baggage, and to march unmolested to the inhabited 
parts of Virginia. The loss of the Americans in killed and wounded 
was supposed to be about a hundred, and that of the enemy aboat 
two hundred. In a few months afterwards orders were received for 
settling the rank of the officers, and those who were commissioned by 
the king being directed to take rank of the provincial officers, colo- 
nel Washington indignantly resigned his commission. He now re- 
tired to Mount Vernon, that estate by the death of his brother, having 
devolved upon him. But in the spring of 1 755, he accepted an in- 
vitation from general Braddock to enter his family as a volunteer aid- 
de-camp in his expedition to the Ohio. He proceeded with him to 
Will's creek, afterwards called fort Cumberland, in April. After the 
troops had marched a few miles from this place, he was seized with 
a raging fever ; but refusing to remain behind, he was conveyed in a 
covered waggon. By his advice twelve hundred men were detached 
in order to reach fort du Quesne before an expected reinforcement 
should be received at that place. These disencumbered troops were 
commanded by Braddock himself, and colonel Washington, though 
still extremely ill, insisted upon proceeding with them. After tbey 
arrived upon the M onongahela he advised the general to employ the i 
ranging companies of Virginia to scour the woods and prevent am- 
buscades ; but his advice was not followed. On the ninth of July, 
when the army was within seven miles of the fort du Quesne, the 
enemy commenced a sudden and furious attack, being concealed b/ 
the wood and grass. Washini^toa was the only aid, that was on- 
wounded, and on him devolved the whole duty of carrying the orders 
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6f the commander in chief. He was cool and fearless. Though he 
had two horses shot under him, and fo^ur balls through his coat, he* 
escaped unhurt, while every officer on horseback was either killed or 
wounded. Doctor Craik, the physician, who attended him on his 
last sickness, was present in this battle, and says, " 1 expected every 
moment to see him fall. JNothing but the superintending care of 
Providence could have saved him from the fate of all around him." 
After an action of three hours, the troops gave way in all directions, 
and colonel Washington and two others, brought off Braddock, who 
bad been mortally wounded. He attempted to rally the retreating 
troops ; but, as he says himself, it was like endeavouring '^ to sfop 
the wild bears of the mountains." The conduct of the regular troops 
was most cowardly. The enemy were few in numbers and had no 
expectation of victory. In a sermon occasioned by this expedition, 
the reverend Dr. Da vies, of Hanover county, thus prophetically ex- 
pressed himself: '^ as a remarkable instance of patriotism 1 may point 
out to the public that heroic youth, colonel Washington, whom I 
cannot but hope Providence has hitherto preserved in so signal a 
manner, for some important service to his country." For this pur- 
pose he was indeed preserved, and at the end of twenty years he be- 
gan to render to his country more important services, than the minis- 
ter of Jesus could have anticipated. From 1765, to 1758, he com- 
manded a regiment, which was raised for the protection of the fron- 
tiers. 

In July, 1 758, another expedition was undertaken against fort da 
Quesne, in which Washington commanded the Virginia troops. By 
slow marches they were enabled, on the 25th of November, to reach 
fort du Quesne, of which peaceable possession was taken, as the ene« 
my on the preceding night setting it on fire, had abandoned it and 
proceeded down the Ohio. The works in this place were repaired^ 
and its name was changed to that effort Pitt. Colonel Washington 
now resigned his commission. 

Soon after his resignation he was married to the widow of Mr. Cus- 
tis, a young lady, to whom he had been for some time strongly attach- 
ed, and who, to a large fortune and a fine person, added those amiable 
accomplishments, which fill with silent felicity the scenes of domes- 
tic life. His attention for several years, was principally directed to 
the management of his estate, which had now become considerable* 
He was, at this period, a respectable member of the legislature of 
Virginia, in which he took a decided part in opposition to the princi- 
ple of taxation, asserted by the British parliament. He also acted as 
a judge of a county court. In 1774, he was elected a member of the 
first congress, and was placed on all those committees, whose duty it 
was to make arrangements for defence. In the following year, after 
the battle of Lexington, when it was determined by congress to resort 
;to arms, colonel Washington was unanimously elected commander- 
r^-chief ef the arm/ of the united colonies. All were satisfied as to 
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his qualifications, and the delegates from New £og)aod were parlico- 
arly pleased with his election, as it wouid tend to unite the soutbeni 
colonies cordially in the war. He accepted the appointment with 
diffidence, and expressed his intention of receiving no compensation 
for his services, and only a mere discharge of his expenses. He im- 
mediately repaired to Cambridge, in the neighbourhood of Boston, 
where he arrived on the 2d of July. 

It is deemed unnecessary farther to pursue the biography of gener- 
al Washington. His military life is so intimately connected withaii 
the military operations of the revolution, the reader is referred totbe 
former part of this work for its delineation. 

In December 13, 1799, while attending to some improvements up- 
on his estate, he was exposed to a light rain, which wetted his neck 
and hair. Unapprehensive of danger, he passed the afternoon in his 
usual manner, but at night he was seized with an inflaoimatory auc- 
tion of the windpipe. The disease commenced with a violent agoe, 
accompanied with some pain and a sense of stricture in the throat, a 
cough, and a difficult deglutition, which soon succeeded by fever and 
a quick and laborious respiration. About twelve or fourteen ounces 
of blood were taken from him. In the morning his faniiljf physician, 
doctor Craik, was sent for ; but the utmost exertions of medical sldil 
were applied in vain. To his friend and physician who sat on his 
bed, and took his head in his lap, he said, with difficulty, <^ Doctor I 
am dying, and have been dying for a long time ; but I am not afraid 
to die.'' Respiration became more and more protracted and imper 
feet, until half past eleven on Saturday night, when, retaining the fall 
possession of his intellect, he expired without a struggle. Thus, on 
the 14th of December, 1799, in the sixty-eighth year of bis age, died 
the father of his country, ^' the man first in war, first in peace, and 
first in the hearts of his fellow-citizens." This event spread a gloom 
over the country, and the tears of America proclaimed the services 
and virtues ofthe hero and sage, and exhibited a people not insensi- 
ble to his worth. 

MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH WARREN, 

Was the first officer of distinction who immolated himself on the 
altar of freedom, at the dawn of the revolution, which ended in the 
recognition of the Independence of the thirteen United States o{ 
America by Great Britain. 

His father was a respectable physician in the town of Roxbury, io 
the then province of Massachusetts Bay, where the general was bom 
in the year 1739. It was in this town in which he received the ru- 
diments of his education. At the age of fourteen he entered Harvard 
College, Cambridge, in which he finished his classical studies, and 
received the honours of that seminary in the years 1759 and 1762. 
He selected for his future pursuit in life, the science of Medicine. 
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*^hich he studied with his father, aud commenced its practice in .the 
town of Boston, where he rapidly rose to eminence in his profes- 
^ion* 

The passage of the celebrated Stamp Act, in 1765, caused a lively 
sensation throughout the colonies, in regard to the ulterior views of 
the British government. Dr. Warren, among others, from that pe- 
riod regarded every movement of the mother country with a steady 
eye. 

While the crown found but few adherents, except its immediate 
dependants, the colonists were divided into two parties. The doc- 
tor was among that class of decided and bold politicians, who con- 
temned the sending of reiterated petitions to the court of St. James, 
and who dreaded not the partial evils of war, while its anticipated 
success would eventuate in lasting benefits to future generations. 
The other party was composed of moderate wbigs, who depended 
more upon the efficacy of their petitions, than upon an early and 
efficacious use of the physical powers which God and nature gave 
them. < They dreaded temporary evil more than they prized lasting 

food. Hence the greatest caution and policy became necessary to 
e observed by the members of the caucus, whose objects were to 
unite the temporary murmurings of the moderates with their own 
measures of a general opposition. The Doctor was opposed to 
every kind of taxation which was not laid on the governed by the 
^consent of their immediate representatives, and was always of opinion 
that, if the ill-fated policy of Britain should lead to acts of open hoB- 
ttlity, the colonies were capable of fighting their own battles. It was 
ins constant declaration, that we ought to make any sacrifice rather 
than submit to arbitrary power, or be so mean and pusillanimous at 
to tremble at the rods which would always be shaken over us. 

Doctor Warren was present at the conflict at Lexington, and was 
said to be the most active man on that field, animating every where, 
by his presence and example, his countrymen to avenge their wrongs 
on that memorable occasion. From this period he appears to have 
taken a most active part in embodying troops, and assisting to bring 
the new raised army into discipline. Thus his labours were divided 
between the cabinet and the field, to the material injury of his private 
afiairs. 

The affair at Lexington having brought things to the crisis, the 
provincial congress of Massachusetts chose Dr. Warren their presi- 
dent, on the 14th of June, 1775, the second major general in their 
own forces, two days prior to the election of general Washington by 
the general Congress, as commander in chief. 

He went from Cambridge to assist as a volunteer in throwing up 
entrenchments, by a detachment of 1000 men under coK Preston, in 
the vicinity of Boston. These were directed to be done on Bun- 
ker's hill, which from its very eligible situation would most annoy 
the British shipping, the more effectually to block up the British 

I* 
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troops in that town. This hill is high and large, and situated at the 
entrance of the peninsula of Charl^stown, the possession of which 
was of the utmost importance to either of the contending parties. 
The orders for its occupancy were issued by the provincial Congress 
on the i Gth June. By some mistake Breed's Jiiil was chosen, which 
was high and large like the other, but situated on the farther part of 
the peninsula next to Boston. The hour of midnight was witness to 
the commencement of the American entrenchments, and the dawn of 
the 1 7th, presented to the view of the astonished British, a redoubt 
of 80 rods square. The works were thrown up in the most profound 
silence. The captain of the Lively, man of war, was the first who 
saw, and by the firing of his guns about four in the morning, called 
the British fleet and camp to behold the Herculean labours of those 
they esteemed their pigmy foes. The occupancy of this post was 
judged of such importance by general Gage, as to attempt to dis- 
lodge the Americans therefrom. This he effected by a dear bought 
victory, a victory which in its consequences, was worse to htm than 
a defeat. The reserve of the American fire until the near approach 
of the British, carried such slaughter through their ranks, as thrice to 
repel them, and thrice they returned to the work of death ; and, had 
not the ammunition of the Americans been expended, of this engage- 
ment the bloodiest tale in British history would have been told. 
This honor was, however, reserved for Jackson and his gallant troops 
at New Orleans, after a lapse of more than thirty years. 

The particulars of this engagement are thus circumstantially nar- 
rated by a late historian:* 

^General Gage detached major general Howe and brigadier "gene- 
ral Pigot, with the flower of his army, consisting of four battalions, 
ten companies of the grenadiers, and ten of light infantry, with a pro- 
portion of field artillery to effect a dislodgement. These troops 
landed at Morton's point, and formed after landing, but remained in 
that position, till they were joined by a second detachment of light 
infantry and grenadier companies, a battalion of land forces and a 
battalion of marines, making in the whole about three thousand men. 
While the troops who first landed were waiting for this reinforcement, 
the Americans for their farther security, pulled up some adjoining 
post and rail fences, and set them down in two parallel lines, at a 
small distance from each other, and filled the space with some newly 
mowed grass, which formed a slight defence. General Warren join- 
ed the Massachusetts forces in one place^ and general Pomeroy in 
another, whilst general Putnam was busily engaged in aiding and en- 
couraging, here and there as required. Generals Clinton and Bur- 
goynctook their stand upon Copp's hill, to observe and contemplate 
the bloody and destructive operations that were then commencing. 
The regulars formed in two lines, and advanced slowly, to give their 

^ Hublev. 
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artiiiery time to demolish the American works* While the British 
were advancing to the attack, general Gage sent orders to Copp^s 
hill to burn Charlestown ; soon after, a carcass was discharged, 
which fired an old house near the ferry way ; the fire spread, and 
most of the place was instantly in flames. The houses at the eastern 
end of Charlestown were fired by men who landed from the boats. 
The British derived no advantage from the smoke of the conflagra- 
tion, for the wind suddenly shifting, carried it another way, so that 
they had not the cover of it in their approach. In a short time, this 
ancient town, consisting of about 500 buildings, chiefly of wood, was 
in one great blaze. The only place of worship, a lai^e commodious 
meeting house, by its lofty steeple, formed a pyramid of fire above 
the rest, and struck the astonished eyes of numerous beholders with a 
magnificent but awful spectacle. In Boston, the heights of every 
kind were covered with the citizens, and such of the British troops as 
were not on duty. The hills around the adjacent country, which af- 
forded a safe and distifict view, were occupied by the inhabitants of 
the country. Thousands, both within and without Boston, were 
anxious spectators of the bloody scene. The regulars moved on but 
slowly, which gave the provincials a better opportunity for taking 
aim, who were almost all marksmen, though there was not a rifle gun 
among them; they had only common muskets, and many of them 
bad no bayonets. The Americans reserved themselves till the regu- 
lars were within ten or twelve rods, but they then began a furious 
discharge of small arms. The stream of the American fire was so 
incessant, and did so great execution, that the|royal troops retreated 
in disorder and precipitation. Their ofiicers rallied them, and push- 
ed them forward with their swords, but they returned to the attack 
with great reluctance. The provincials again reserved their fire till 
their adversaries were within five or six rods, then discharging their 
well directed pieces, put them a second time to the flight. General 
Howe and the Briitsh oflicers redoubled their exertions.^ General 
Clinton, perceiving how their army was staggered, passed over with- 
out waiting for orders, and joined them. By this time the powder of 
the provincials began so far to fail, that they sent for a supply, but 
could procure none ; for there was but a barrel and a half in the 
magazine. The British also brought some cannon to bear, which 
raked the inside of the breast work from end to end. The fire from 
the ships, batteries, and field artillery was redoubled ; the regulars 
in the rear were goaded on by their ofiicers. Tiie redoubt was at- 
tacked on three sides at once. Under these circumstances, a retreat 
from it was ordered, but the Americans delayed, and kept the enemy 
at bay for a considerable time with the butt end of their muskets, 
till the redoubt was half filled with the king^s troops. 

' While these operations were going on at the breast work and re- 
doubt, the British light infantry were attempting to force the left 
point of the former, that they might take the American line ia flank. 
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Though they exhibited the most undaunted courage, they met with 
Hn opposition which called for its greatest exertions. The Ameri- 
cans here, in like manner, reserved their fire till the enemy were 
near, and then poured in their shot upon the light infantry with such 
a true direction and amazing success as mowed down their ranks. 
The engagement was kept up on both sides with great resolution* 
The persevering exertions of the British forces could not compel the 

Iiroviucials to retreat, till they observed that their main body had 
eft the hill : when they gave way, and which was conducted with 
more regularity than could be expected from troops who had been no 
longer under discipline, and in general never before saw an engage- 
ment. The retreat exposed them to new danger, for it could not be 
effected but by marching over Charlestown neck, every part of 
which was raked by the shot of the Glasgow man of war, and of two 
floating batteries. The incessant fire kept up across the neck from 
the beginning of the engagement, prevented any considerable rein- 
forcements getting to the hill ; but the few who fell in their retreat 
oyer the same ground, proved, that the apprehensions of those pro- 
vincial officers who declined passing over to aid their countrymen, 
were without any solid foundation. 

' The number of Americans engaged, amounted only to fifteen 
hundred. It was apprehended that the British would push the ad- 
vantage they had gained, and march immediately to the American 
head-quarters at Cambridge, about two miles distant, and which was 
in no state of defence ; but they advanced no farther than Bunker's 
bill. There they threw up works for their own security. The 
Americans did the same upon Prospect hill, in front of them, about 
half way to Cambridge. Both were guarding against an attack ; 
neither of them were in a condition to receive one. The loss of the 
peninsula depressed the spirits of the provincials, and the loss of 
men damped the courage of the regulars. There was a continued 
blaze of fire from the provincials for near half an hour, and the action 
wa^ hot for about double that period. In this short space the loss of 
the British amounted to 1054. Nineteen commissioi^ed officers 
were killed, and 70 more were wounded. 'J'he light infantry and 
grenadiers lost three-fourths of their men. Of one company, not 
more than five, and of another not more than fourteen escaped. A 
number of tories served as volunteers, several of whom were killed. 
That the officer^; sufTered so much, must be^ imputed to their being 
aimed at ; from their fal! much confusion was expected. They were 
therefore particularly singled out. Mo^^t of those who were near the 
person of general Howe, were either killed or wounded. — It was a 
wonder that the general himself escaped. The unexpected resist- 
ance of the Americans must wipe away all the reproaches of coward- 
ice, which have been cast on them by their enemies. In future, let 
them no more pronounce the Americans cowards, who will fly at the 
very sight of a grenadier's cap. The spirited conduct of the British 
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iDfficers merited great applause, but the Americans were justly entit- 
led to a large portion of the same, for having made the utmost exer- 
tions of their adversaries necessary to dislodge them from lines, 
which were the work oniy of a few hours. ' The Americans lost five 
pieces of cannon out of six. Their killed amounted to 139; their 
wounded and missing to 314. Among the slain was major general 
Warren, who was shot in the back part of his head ; upon receiving 
the shot he dropt down dead in the trenches, scarcely four days after 
his appointment to so distinguished a military command. His death 
was universally regretted, and would have veiled with cypress the 
most brilliant victory. In the spring of 1776, after the evacuation 
of Boston by the British, his body was brought from Breed's hill, 
where it had lain undistinguished from his fellow soldiers, to be en- 
tombed in a Boston burial ground. He was there interred with 
masonic and civic honours, and an eulogium on his merits was deliv- 
ered in the Stone Chapel by one of the craft.' 

A monument has been erected to his memory on Breed's hill, in 
Charlestown, on the spot, as nearly as could be ascertained, where 
the brave Warren fell. It is a pillar of the Tiiscan order, the top of 
which is twenty eight feet from the ground ; and is surmounted with 
a gilt urn, on which are sundry masonic devices, and the letters J. 
W. M. XXXVl. The inscription is on the south side of the pedesi* 
tal, in the following words : 

ERECTED A. D. 1794, 

By King Solomon's lodge of Freemasons, 
Constituted at Charlestown, 1 783, in memory of 

MAJOR OEME&AL 

JOSEPH WARREN, 
And his associates, who were slain on this memorable spot, 

17th June, 1775. 
None but they who set a just value on the blessings of liberty, are 
worthy to enjoy her. In vain we toiled, in vain we fought, we bled 
in vain, if you, our ofispriug, want valor to repel the assaults of her 
invaders. ^ 

Charlestown settled, 1628 ; burnt, 1775; rebuilt, 1776. The in- 
closed land given by Hon. James Russell. 

MAJOR GENERAL ANTHONY WAYNE. 

This gentleman was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, in the 
year l745. His ancestors were Iri.-^h, and his grandfather was a 
captain under King William, at the battle of the Boyne ; but at what 
time the family emigrated to America, is not precisely known. Our 
hero had been bred to the profession of a surveyor, to the duties of 
which he had attended for several years. But as soon as the clouds 
began to gather in the political hemisphere, he relinquished his pri- 
vate pursuits, and united his efforts with the patriots of i 774% and 
1775, in warding off the impending storm. He was successivetly 
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honoured with a seat in the Legislature, until be vacated it for the 
more arduous toils of the tented 6eld, bj the acceptance of a colo- 
nelcy in ihe provincial army *, and so great was his interest, d)it, is 
a few weeks, he raised a regiment in his native county. 

In the beginning of the campaign of 1 777 he was raised to the rank 
of brigadier general, and with his brigade was ordered to reinforce 
general Washington, at the head of Elk. 

At the battle of Brandy wine, general Kniphausen was posted at 
Chad's ford, as a feint, general Washington having stationed geneal 
Wayne, with an adequate force, as he supposed, to defend the pM- 
sage of the ford. When Comwallis, as he had designed, succeeded 
in turning the right flank of the American army, Kniphausen crossed 
the ford and attacked Wayne with great vigour. He sustained the 
shock with much resolution ; but, after a severe conflict, was obliged 
to give way to superior force, leaving in possession of the enemy, 
his entrenchments, battery and cannon. 

During the campaign of 1777, '78, gen. Wayne was attached to 
the army in the middle states, under the immediate command of 
Washington, and rendered important services in the military opera- 
tions of the time. 

In the campaign of 1779, general Washington conceived the de- 
sign of storming Stoney Point, a strong position on the Hudson, 
about fifty miles above New York, which had a short time before, 
fallen into the hands of the British. The object in view, was to 
withdraw from Connecticut to the defence of their lines, a party of 
the enemy, who were laying waste a part of that state. The execu- 
tion of this enterprize was entrusted to general Wayne, who com- 
pletely effected it. The situation of this post was of much importance 
in another point of view, as it commanded a pass of the river, essen- 
tial to the British shipping, for the attack on the forts above. The 
garrison, which consisted of about 600 men, under a col. Johnson, 
was part of the force which had bayonetted his troops in cool blood, 
at Paoli. His parole on this occagion, recalled to the remembrance 
of his troops, that sanguinary affair. Although the enterprize was 
effected with the bayonet, the flints having been taken out of their 
firelocks, and the storming of the fort might have justified complete 
retaliation, yet the moment the enemy submitted, he spared the fur- 
ther effusion of blood. This enterprize completely effected its ob- 
ject, by compelling the British general to withdraw his forces from 
Connecticut to defend his own posts. 

In the commencement of this attack, which was of short duration, 
a ball discharged by one of the sentinels, grazed the general's bead, 
and knocked him down. He laid a few moments, apparently lifeless, 
but soon rose, and so far recovered, as to rest on one knee. Sup- 
posing himself mortally wounded, he desired one of his aids to cany 
him forward, and let him die in the fort. 

During the campaigns of 1779 and 1 780, general Wayne was with 
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the grand army under Washington, in which period nothing occurred 
of moment. Bj the new disposition of the army in 1781, general 
Wayne's division was thrown into the southern army. Here, though 
engaged in no brilliant action, he rendered very important services 
in defeating the measures of the enemy. 

For his eminent services, the legislature of the state of Georgia 
made him a donation of a handsome plantation. At the close of the 
war he retired to enjoy the repose of domestic life. He was chosen 
a delegate to the Pennsylvania convention, in 1787, and was one of 
those who signed the acceptance of the present constitution of the 
United States, in behalf of his native state. Subsequent to this pe- 
riod he left his family and went to Georgia to look after the property 
which had been bestowed upon him by that state. Here he was in- 
duced to allow himself to be held up as a candidate for a seat in 
Congress, and was returned to that honourable body as being duly 
elected, in 1792. But certain irregularities having taken place in 
regard to some of the votes, the legality of his election was called in 
question by his opponent, general James Jackson. The business 
was, accordingly, taken up in the House of Representatives, who, 
after a patient investigation, determined in favour of Jackson ; while 
they at the same time, declared, that no dishonour could be attached 
to general Wayne, and that the informalities which had induced 
them to decide that he could no longer retain his place in their body, 
could not, in the slightest degree, be attributed to him. Wayne 
employed counsel ; but his antagonist plead his own cause. Jack- 
son might forthwith have taken his seat ; but he declined that honour 
till after a new election the will of the majority of his constituents 
was fully expressed in his behalf. 

Immediately after this disappointment, he was consoled by his 
being promoted to the command of the western army, which had 
been successively defeated under Harman and St. Clair. Here he 
continued the warfare with success against the Indians, whom he 
defeated and compelled to sue for peace. He remamed in this com- 
mand, watching over the conduct of his savage foe, until the 15th of 
December, 1796, when he died at Presque-lsle, on lake Erie, of a 
malignant disease, in the iiftydrst year of his age, and was buried 
there with all the honours due to his rank and high merits. A few 
years ago his remains were taken up and removed to his native 
county, where they were, with much ceremony and military parade, 
deposited along with those of his ancestors. 

BRIGADIER GENERAL DANIEL MORGAN. 

This gentleman^s father was a native of Wales, who emigrated to 
this country, and settled in New Jersey, where the general was 
born ; whence, in early life, he removed to Virginia, and pursued 
the avocation of a wagoner for his subsistence. Between the agel^ 
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of twenty and thirty, he was much addicted to gaming and drinking, 
which involved him in many combats, wherein ne evinced that dar- 
ing and adventurous spirit, which marked the career of his future 
life. 

In the commencement of the revolutionary contest between Great 
Britain and her colonies, he was appointed to command a troop of 
cavalry, raised in defence of the rights of the latter, a^inst the 
usurpation of the mother country. With it he joined the American 
army at Boston, whence he was detached by general Washington, ta 
the expedition of general Arnold against Quebec, to co-operate with 
general Montgomery, in the reduction of that capital. 

The combined operations against that city were begun under the 
angry auspices of a December sky. In the early part of the attack 
on that city, Arnold was wounded in the arm, and carried off the 
field, when his command devolved on Morgan, who, with his little 
Spartan band, passed the first barrier, and had mounted the second, 
when the fall of the lamented Montgomery checked his career of ex- 
pected glory. Colonel Campbell, second in command to that gene- 
ral, after his fall, made no farther effort at conquest, but drew off his 
troops, which left the enemy undisturbed, to direct his whole atten- 
tion towards the troops under Morgan, who was compelled to sur- 
render to superior force. While a prisoner, he was offered the rank 
and emolument of a colonel in the British service. He begged the 
officer who made him the offer, never again to insult his misfortunes 
in so degrading a manner. 

Soon afterwards he was exchanged, when he repaired to the 
American standard, and received the command of a select rifle corps, 
by gen. Washington's recommendation, who, although in want of bis 
services, judged it prudent to detach him to the assistance of gen. 
Gates. That general having after the fall of Ticonderoga, succeed- 
ed gen. St. Clair, appeared unable to check the career of Bursoyne, 
in whose subsequent capture Morgan particularly distinguisheo him- 
self, notwithstanding which, Gates, in his official communication of 
that event to the American government, passed his services over un- 
noticed. The cause was this — Gates was connected with a party 
who wished to take away the chief command from Washington, and 
sounded Morgan on the subject. Morgan treated the attempt with 
disdain, and declared he would serve under no other commander. 
Hence intimacies ceased to exist between them, and Gates treated 
him with studied neglect. The latter, after Burgoyne's capture, 
having invited several British and American officers to dine with 
him, purposely neglected Morgan. Having, however, some business 
to transact with him, he called on the general at his dining-room in 
the evening ; but upon his entrance was not announced to the guests. 
His business finished, he withdrew, and the British officers having 
learnt his name, followed him ou*: of Gates's presence, and paid him 
individually theii'Tespects. 
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ile was placed with a command, in the winter of 1777, on the 
west side of Schuylkill, to prevent the country people from supplying 
the British, who were then in possession of Philadelphia, with pro- 
visions. 

The eclat which Gates gained by the capture of Bui^oyne, indu- 
ced Congress to invest him with the command of the armies in the 
southern states, in order, if possible, to retrieve the American ailairs 
in that quarter. Notwithstanding the displeasure he manifested to- 
wards Morgan at Saratoga, on account of his failure in detaching the 
confidence of that officer from the commander in chief, he strongly 
solicited Morgan to accompany him to his southern command, which 
was as strongly resisted, until Morgan's resentment was somewhat 
blunted by the reception of a brevet brigadier genc'aPs commission. 
He however, did not join the southern army, until after Gates' dis- 
comfiture at Camden, which caused Congress to transfer the com- 
mand of the south to general Greene, who fully retrieved the Ameri- 
t»HD affairs in that quarter. 

To his command was committed a division composed of several 
corps, destined for operations in the western c|uarter. They were, 
on their march, to be strengthened with mountain militia from Car- 
olina and Georgia. His orders were to pass the Catawba, and take 
post in the country between Broad and Pacolet rivers, which with 
corresponding dispositions, was to secure provisions for general 
Greene's army k During this march, he received apart of the ex- 
pected succour, and, after having passed Broad River, took a position 
Dear its confluence with the Pacolet. At the time Cornwallis learnt 
the dispositions of Morgan, general Greene was seventy miles on his 
right, and Morgan fifty miles oh his left. Alarmed for the safety of 
Augusta and Ninety-six, Cornwallis despatched Tarleton with a body 
of troops, either to force Morgan to battle, or to drive him back into 
North Carolina. Aware of Tarleton's advance, Moi-gan took his 
measures accordingly. The former gave his troops but little repose, 
until he came up with the latter at the Cowpens, where he intended 
to give his adversary battle, which he wrong(ull) supposed to be the 
intention of Morgan to avoid, who halted his troops for repose, and 
determined to give battle when offered. 

Tarleton's judgment being overruled by irritation of temper, he 
advanced at the dawn of day, (January 17, 1781.) Apprised of his 
movements, Morgan was duly prepared for action. 

Morgan addressed his troops, exhorting them in appropriate lan- 
guage to display their constancy and valor, and then took post in the 
line, awaiting in silence the advance of the en(n)y. 

Gratified with the prospect of an en^a^ement, and presuming on 
success, Tarleton hurried the dispo?itioi» of his force>, which were 
not complete, when his line began to push forward, his reserve wait- 
ing for subsequent orders. Mo^^ m's light trooos quickly fell bnck 
and ranged with Pickens' as thej aad been directed. After an obsti- 
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nate contest od both sides, Tarleton was compelled to yield the* 
palm of victory to a force inferior in number. On this occasion. 
Congress passed a resolve approbatory of the conduct of Morgan, bu 
officers and privates, caused a gold medal to be presented to briga- 
dier general Morgan, a sword to brigadier general Pickens, a silver 
medal to cols. Howard and Washington, each, and a sword to cap- 
tain Triplet. In this memorable battle of the Cowpens, Tarletoo 
had every advantage in point of ground, cavalry, and numbers, aided 
by two pieces of artillery, of which his adversary had none. Profit- 
ing by this victory, Morgan immediately began to fall back. He 
crossed Broad river on the evening of the day of battle, and proceed- 
ed by forced marches towards the Catawba, general Greene having 
determined to retreat into Virginia. Morgan continued his route, 
and being joined by Greene, with a few dragoons, effected the pas- 
sage of that river, although keenly pursued by Cornwallis. Having 
been attacked by frequent rheumatic affections on the retreat to 
Guilford court-house, he intimated a wish to retire. 

He left the army at Guilford court-house, and returned to his seat 
in Frederick, where he continued in retirement until the insurrection 
in the western parts of Pennsylvania, is 1 794, when he was detached 
by the executive of Virginia, at the head of the militia quota of that 
state, to join the troops called out by the president of the United 
States, to smother discord in its embryo. When the main aroQj 
withdrew, he was left in command in the disaffected districts, until 
the spring of 1796, when by the orders of President Washington, he 
disbanded his troops and afterwards returned to the bosom of his fa- 
mily. Having by long and arduous services established his charac- 
ter as a soldier, he now embarked in another sphere. He offered 
himself as a candidate to represent the Congressional district in 
which he resided, in the house of Representatives of the United 
States. Baffled in his first attempt, his second succeeded, and having 
served out his constitutional term, he declined a re-election. On 
account of ill health, and a gradual decay of his constitution, he re- 
moved from Saratoga, his seat in Frederick, to Berresville, or as it 
has been called, Battletown, the scene of his early life, and thence to 
Winchester, where death closed his earthly career, in 1799. His 
education was circumscribed, which necessarily limited the sphere 
of his acquirements. In private life he was amiable and sincere. 
He was not a rigid disciplinarian, but governed more by confidence 
than by command. He was of an enterprising disposition, but calm 
and collected in the hour of danger, prone rather to forgive than re- 
sent injuries ; but resentful of indignities. 
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